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H.  G.  Enelow,  L.  M.  Franklin,  M.  J.  Gries. 

Synagogue  and  Labor. 

S.  Foster,  J.  Rappaport,  D.  Lefkowitz, 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS.* 


ARTICLE  I.— NAME. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Central  Conference 
of  American  Rabbis. 

ARTICLE  II.— OBJECT. 

The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be,  to  foster  a  feeling  of 
association  and  brotherhood  among  the  Rabbis  and  other  Jewish 
scholars  of  America,  to  advance  the  cause  of  Jewish  learning,  to 
encourage  all  efforts  toward  the  propagation  of  the  teachings  of 
Judaism,  and  to  make  provision  for  such  worthy  colleagues,  as 
owing  to  advanced  age  or  other  cause,  are  prevented  from  fol- 
lowing their  calling. 

ARTICLE  III.— MEMBERSHIP. 

SECTION  1.  Professors  of  rabbinical  seminaries,  active  and  re- 
tired rabbis  who  are  graduates  of  a  rabbinical  seminary,  and 
ministers,  not  graduates  of  a  rabbinical  seminary,  who  have  been 
for  five  years  in  the  ministry  and  three  consecutive  years  been 
performing  the  functions  of  a  rabbi  in  one  and  the  same  con- 
gregation shall  be  eligible  to  membership.  All  applications  for 
membership  shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  Executive  Board.*1 

SEC.  2.  Honorary  members  may  be  elected  by  the  Confer- 
ence when  unanimously  proposed  by  the  Executive  Board. 


*  Adopted  at  Milwaukee,  v.    Year  Book  1896,  p.  71. 
**Year  Book  XIX,  p.  145,  XX,  p.  Ill,  151. 
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ARTICLE  IV.— DUES. 

SECTION  1.  The  annual  dues  of  members  shall  be  five  dollars, 
payable  at  the  beginning  of  each  fiscal  year. 

SEC.  2.  These  dues  shall  entitle  the  members  to  a  copy  of  all 
publications  of  the  Association. 

SEC.  3.  One-half  of  the  annual  dues  collected  shall  be  paid 
into  a  fund  called  "  The  Relief  Fund  of  the  Conference,"  to  be 
used  at  the  discretion  of  the  Trustees  of  this  Fund  for  the 
assistance  of  any  deserving  or  properly  qualified  Rabbi  who  has 
been  in  service  in  America  at  least  five  years,  or  his  family.*1 

SEC.  4.  Any  member  in  arrears  for  two  years'  dues,  shall 
be  suspended  by  the  Executive  Board,  and  may  be  reinstated  at 
any  future  time  by  the  Executive  Board  upon  payment  of  all 
arrears.  Notification  of  suspension  shall  be  sent  to  the  sus- 
pended member  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

SEC.  5.  In  exceptional  cases,  where  it  may  be  deemed  proper, 
the  Executive  Board  may  remit  some  or  all  the  dues  of  a 
member. 

ARTICLE  V.— EXPULSION. 

SECTION  1.  When  any  member  of  this  Conference,  by  pub- 
lic or  private  conduct,  has  rendered  himself  unworthy  of  mem- 
bership, the  Executive  Board  shall  make  thorough  investigation 
of  the  charges,  giving  the  accused  ample  opportunity  to  defend 
himself,  and  if  the  charges  are  found  true,  shall  expel  said 
member  from  the  Conference. 

SEC.  2.  No  expulsion  shall  be  made  unless  eight  (8)  or  more 
members  of  the  Executive  Board  vote  for  the  same. 

SEC.  3.  An  expelled  member  shall  have  the  right  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Executive  Board  to  the  Conference  at 
its  regular  annual  meeting,  and  the  session  at  which  such  appeal 
is  heard  shall  be  executive. 

ARTICLE  VI.— OFFICERS. 

SECTION  1.  The  officers  of  this  Conference  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, a  Vice-President,  Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding 


*  '  Milwaukee  Year  Book,  p.  76. 
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Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  who,  with  the  addition  of  eleven*1 
executive  members  shall  constitute  the  Executive  Board. 

SEC.  2.  Then1  shall  be  three  Trustees  who  shall  have  charge 
of  tlie  moneys  in  the  "Relief  Fund  of  the  (  '(inference,"  and  of 
the  distribution  of  the  same. 

SEC.  3.  These  officers  shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot,  and 
shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  have  been  elected, 
provided,  however,  that  no  member  shall  be  eligible  to  the  presi- 
denc for  more  than  two  successive  terms.*2 


TION  1.     This  Association  shall  meet  annually  in  general 
(  'onference.  at  such  time  and  place  ;is  the  previous  ('«>nferen<- 
its  Executive  Board  shall  decide.*3 

SEC.  2.  Notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  each  annual  meeting 
shall  be  mailed  to  all  members,  at  least  four  weeks  in  advance. 

ARTICLE  VIII.—  AMENDMENTS. 

SECTION  1.  Amendments  to  this  Constitution  shall  be  sub- 
mitted in  writing  to  be  presented  before  the  Convention  in  one 
year  and  acted  upon  at  the  next  Annual  Convention. 

SEC.  2.  The  Executive  Board  shall  give  notice  of  proposed 
amendments  to  each  member  at  least  four  weeks  before  the  an- 
nual meeting. 

SEC.  :>.  A  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  at  an  an- 
nual meeting  shall  be  necessary  to  adopt  any  such  proposed 
amendment. 


Y-ar  Book  XIV.  ]..   103.  XVI.  p.  fin  and  XVII.  p.  70. 
*2r.  Year  Book  XII.  p.  07.  and  XIII,  p.  101. 
*3Year  Book  XXI.  p.  123,  and  XXIL  p.  168. 
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BY-LAWS. 

ARTICLE  I. — DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS  AND  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

SECTION  1.  The  officers  of  the  Conference  shall  perform  the 
duties  usually  incumbent  upon  such  officers.  They  shall  submit 
annually  to  the  Conference  a  report  in  writing,  of  their  official 
transactions  in  the  past  year. 

SEC.  2.  The  Treasurer  and  Trustees  of  the  Relief  Fund  shall 
give  bonds  in  such  sums  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Executive 
Board.  No  moneys  of  the  Conference  shall  be  paid  out  by  the 
Treasurer  except  per  vouchers  drawn  by  the  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary and  signed  by  the  President. 

SEC.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Board : 

a.  To  take  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Conference  during 
adjournment. 

&.  To  arrange  a  specified  program  for  the  work  of  each 
meeting  and  to  send  same  to  each  member  of  the  Conference  at 
least  four  weeks  in  advance  of  the  annual  meeting. 

c.  To  publish  in  pamphlet  form,  and  in  time  for  distribution 
at  the  annual  meeting,  a  Year  Book,  containing  a  full  report  of 
the  transactions  of  the  preceding  convention  together  with  pa- 
pers read  and  addresses  made  or  abstracts  of  the  same. 

SEC.  4.  Notice  of  meetings  of  the  Executive  Board  and  of  the 
business  to  be  brought  up  at  such  meetings,  shall  be  sent  to  all 
members  of  the  Board  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  meetings 
take  place,  and  every  member  of  the  Board  shall  have  the  right 
to  express  his  opinion  and  record  his  vote  by  correspondence. 
No  important  matter  shall  be  decided  in  the  Executive  Board 
except  by  majority  vote  of  all  its  members,  expressed  either 
in  person  or  in  writing.  Five  members  of  the  Executive  Board 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

SEC.  5.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  after  adjournment 
of  the  Conference  shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  for  the  unexpired 
term  until  the  next  election. 
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ARTICLE  II. — TEMPORARY  COMMITTEES. 

SECTION  I.*1  The  President  shall  at  the  opening  of  each  con- 
vention of  the  Conference  appoint  the  following  temporary  com- 
mittees : 

1.  Committee  on  President's  Message. 

2.  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

3.  Committee  on  Nominations. 

4.  Auditing  Committee. 

SEC.  2.  The  Committee  on  President's  Message  shall  take 
charge  of  the  same  and  shall  report  on  any  suggestions  or  recom- 
mendation contained  therein. 

SEC.  3.  The  Committee  on  Resolutions  shall  take  charge  of 
all  resolutions  offered  at  the  convention,  unless  otherwise  ordered, 
and  report  upon  the  same  before  final  adjournment. 

SEC.  4.*2  The  Committee  on  Nominations  shall  submit  a  list 
of  names  to  be  voted  on  at  the  concluding  session  of  each  con- 
vention for  all  officers  specified  in  Article  VI.  Section  1,  of  the 
Constitution. 

SEC.  5.  The  Auditing  Committee  shall  examine  the  Treas- 
urer's report  and  the  financial  report  of  all  committees  handling 
moneys  of  and  by  authority  of  the  Conference,  and  shall  report 
thereon. 

ARTICLE  III. — STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

SECTION  l.*J  The  President  shall  appoint  the  following  com- 
mittees and  such  other  standing  committees  as  may  be  found 
necessary  by  the  Conference  from  time  to  time : 

1.  Committee  on  Publication. 

2.  Committee  on  Finance. 

3.  Committee  on  Investment. 

4.  Committee  on  Relations  of  Church  and  State. 

5.  Committee  on  Contemporaneous  History. 

6.  Curators  of  Archives. 

7.  Committee  on  Religious  Schools. 


1  Year  Book  XVI,  p.  71.  Year  Book  XVII,  p.  63,  Year  Book  XVIII,  130. 
*2Year  Book  XVI,  p.  71.  Year  Book  XVII,  p.  64. 
*«Year  Book  XVI,  p.  71.  Year  Book  XVII,  p.  63,  XVIII.  130. 
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8.  Trustees  of  Ministers'  Fund. 
0.  Committee  on  Card  Index. 

10.  Committee  on  Social  and  Religious  Union. 

1 1 .  ( 'otimiittrr  on  Tracts. 

SEC.  2.*2  The  Committee  on  Publication  shall  have  charge  of 
all  publications  of  the  Conference  authorized  by  the  Executive 
Board,  excepting  the  Year  Book.  It  shall  make  a  report  to  the 
Kxrcutive  Board  whenever  requested  to  do  so. 

SEC.  3.*3  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  consist  of  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Conference  as  Chairman  and  two 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.  To  it  shall  be  referred 
all  recommendations  of  appropriation  of  money,  upon  which  it 
shall  report  to  the  Conference  if  in  session,  otherwise  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  It  shall  submit  to  the  Conference  at  its 
annual  convention  a  complete  report  of  the  finances  of  the 
Conference.  It  shall  submit  to  the  Executive  Committee  at  its 
fall  meeting  a  financial  report  and  a  budget  for  the  year. 

SEC.  4.*4  The  Committee  011  Investments,  of  which  the  Tresa- 
urer  shall  be  a  member,  shall  invest  all  funds  of  the  Conference, 
subject  to  the  instructions  of  the  Executive  Committee.  It  shall 
present  to  the  Conference  at  its  annual  convention  a  complete 
report  of  investments,  duly  audited. 

SEC.  5.*5  The  Committee  on  Relations  of  Church  and  State 
shall  report  on  encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  conscience  in 
our  country  and  shall  collect  literary  material  helpful  toward 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  those  rights. 

SEC.  6.*r>  The  Committee  on  Contemporaneous  History  shall 
report  to  each  convention  of  the  Conference  on  all  important 
matters  of  Jewish  interest  which  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

SEC.  7.*7  The  Curators  of  the  Archives  shall,  for  permanent 
safe  keeping  in  the  appointed  place  of  deposit,  take  charge  of  all 
papers,  books  and  documents  of  the  Conference,  to  be  preserved. 

*8Year  Book  XX.  p.  147. 

*»\>ar  Book   XVTII,  p.   12!). 

*«Year  Book  XVI,  p.  71  :  XVII,  p.  04;  XVTT.  p.  130. 

*5Year  Book  XVI,  p.  71;  XVII,  64. 

*«Year  Book  XVI,  p.  71;  XVII,  p.  64. 

*'Year  Book  XVI,  p.  72;  XVII,  p.  64. 
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;m<l  shall  prepare  for  ready  reference  an  index  record  of  the 
same. 

SEC.  8.*5  Tin-  Committee  on  Religious  Schools  shall  consider 
and  report  on  questions  submitted  to  the  Conference  relating  to 
religious  education. 

SEC.  9*6  The  Committee  on  Card  Index  shall  gather  all  data 
of  historic  interest  from  current  periodicals  and  newly  published 
books  and  record  them  under  proper  captions  on  alphabetically 
arranged  cards  which  shall  be  preserved  in  a  place  designated 
by  this  Conference.  This  committee  shall  gradually  extend  its 
work  to  the  historical  data  contained  in  old  periodicals  and  works 
of  history. 

SEC.  10.  The  Committee  on  Social  and  Religious  Union  shall 
gather  and  collate  statistics  relating  to  congregational  activities 
outside  the  pulpit  and  religious  school,  devise  and  recommend 
ways  and  means  of  emphasizing  the  central  character  of  the 
congregation  in  the  scheme  of  Jewish  life  and  suggest  measures 
that  shall  make  for  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  Synagogue. 

ARTICLE  IV.— QUORUM. 

Twenty-one  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Conference  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE  V. — ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  FOR  ANNUAL.  MEETINGS. 

1.  Roll  Call. 

2.  Secretary's  Report  of  the  transactions  of  the  Executive 
Board,  including  the  full  proceedings  of  its  last  meeting. 

3.  Program  of  business  for  the  daily  sessions. 

4.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committees. 

5.  Report  of  President. 

6.  Reports  of  other  officers. 

7.  Offering  of  Resolutions. 

8.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 


5  Year  Book  XVI,  p.  72;  XVII,  p.  64. 
* e  Year  Book  XVII,  p.  64. 


18  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

9.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

10.  Reading  of  Papers. 

11.  Unfinished  Business. 

12.  New  Business. 

13.  Election  of  Officers. 

14.  Sketch  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Conference. 

ARTICLE  VI. — AMENDMENTS. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  or  altered  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  members  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  Conference. 
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PROGRAM    OF 

T\VENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  CONVENTION, 

BALTIMORE,   MD.,  APRIL  12-17,    1912. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  12,  1912. 

Opening  Prayer Rabbi  Marcus  Salzman 

Sabbath  Service Rev.  George  Castelle 

Address  of  Welcome Rabbi  Adolf  Guttmacher 

Response  Rabbi  Moses  J.  Gries 

Conference  Lecture Rabbi  Harry  H.  Mayer 

Benediction Rabbi  Samuel  Schulman 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  13. 

Opening  Prayer Rabbi  Chas.  S.  Levi 

Sabbath  Service  Rev.  Jacob  Schuman 

Conference  Sermon Rabbi  Henry  Berkowitz 

Benediction Rabbi  Max  Heller 

SUNDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  14. 

Opening  Prayer Rabbi  M.  Friedlander 

Roll  Call. 

Reports : 

Corresponding  Secretary  Rabbi  Solomon  Foster 

Recording  Secretary Rabbi  Julian  Morgenstern 

Treasurer Rabbi  Leo  M.  Franklin 

Religious  Work  in  Universities . .  Rabbi  Edward  N.  Calisch 
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Sermonic  Literature Rabbi  S.  Hirschberg 

Board  of  Arbitration  Rabbi  Joseph  Stolz 

Relief  Fund  Rabbi  J.  Stolz 

Publication  Committee Rabbi  Adolf  Guttmacher 

Committee  on  Investments Rabbi  Leo  M.  Franklin 

Paper:  "The  Interest  of  American  Jewry  in  the  Judaism 

of  Distant  Lands" Prof.  Gotthard  Deutsch 

Solicitation  Committee Rabbi  Julian  Morgenstern 

SUNDAY  EVENING,  APRIL  14. 

Opening  Prayer Rabbi  Samuel  Goldenson 

President's  Message Rabbi  Samuel  Schulumn 

In  Memoriam : 

Herman  Adler  Rabbi  Abram  S.  Isaacs 

Liebman  Adler Rabbi  Tobias  Schanf arber 

Heineman  Vogelstein Rabbi  David  Philipson 

Kaddish  and  Concluding  Prayer Rabbi  Joseph  Stolz 

MONDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  15. 

Opening  Prayer    Rabbi  Simon  R.  Cohen 

Reports : 

Social  and  Religious  Union Rabbi  I.  E.  Marcuson 

Church  and  State Rabbi  W.  S.  Friedman 

Co-operation  in  Cases  of  Emergency  . .  .  Rabbi  S.  Schulman 

Tracts Rabbi  David  Philipson 

"Week-Day  Service Rabbi  H.  G.  Enelow 

Lyceum  Bureau Rabbi  Leo  M.  Franklin 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  APRIL  15. 
Reports : 

Dependents,  Defectives  and  Delinquents, 

Rabbi  Joseph  Kornfeld 
Elaboration  of  Systematic  Jewish  Theology, 

Rabbi  S.  Schulman 
Co-operation  with  Union  of  American  Hebrew 

Congregations Rabbi  D.  Philipson 
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Minister's  Handbook   Rabbi  M.  A.  Meyer 

Discussion  on  Ethical  Instruction  in  the  Public  Schools. 
Paper:  "Judaism's  Attitude  Towards  Christian 
Science"   Rabbi  Maurice  Lefkovits 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  16. 

Opening  Prayer Rabbi  Rudolph  I.  Coffee 

Reports : 

Finance  Committee Rabbi  Solomon  Foster 

Synagogue  and  Labor   Rabbi  Solomon  Foster 

Summer  Sri-vices   Rabbi  George  Zepin 

Year  Book   Rabbi  Epliraim   Frisch 

>nsideratioii  of  Proposed  Amendments  to  the 
Constitution. 
Paper:  "Confirmation" .  .  .Rabbi  J.  Krauskopf 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  APRIL  16. 
Reports : 

Religious  Education   Rabbi  M.  J.  Gries 

Music    Rabbi   If.   IT.  Mayer 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING.  APRIL  17. 


Opening  Prayer Rabbi  Chas.  J.  Freund 

Unfinished  Business. 

R-eports  of  Special  Committees. 

Paper:  Congregational  Singing .Rabbi  Israel  Aaron 

Election  of  Officers. 

Closing  Prayer  and  Benediction Rabbi  Kaufman  Kohler 
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SUMMARY. 

There  were  present  at  the  Conference  eighty-two  members. 

Report  was  made  of  the  participation  by  the  members  of 
the  Conference  in  the  nation-wide  agitation  that  culminated  in 
the  abrogation  of  the  Russian  Treaty  because  of  the  discrimina- 
tion against  American  Jewish  citizens. 

The  high  appreciation  in  which  the  Conference  publications,, 
especially  the  Year  Book,  are  held,  was  indicated  by  the  many 
requests  which  were  received  for  them.  Communications  were 
addressed  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  from  all  parts  of  the 
woild  in  testimony  to  the  general  helpfulness  with  with  the 
Conference  publications  have  been  regarded  in  the  furtherance 
of  Judaism. 

The  Conference  was  incorporated  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Ten  Rabbis  were  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Conference 
during  the  year. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Union  Prayer  Book  has  been  printed 
on  Bible  paper,  one  volume  containing  the  prayers  for  Sabbath 
and  Holy  Days  as  formerly  printed  in  two  volumes. 

A  subvention  of  $100  was  voted  to  Professor  Neumark  to 
assist  him  in  the  publication  of  his  work  on  the  Jewish  Dogmas, 
in  Hebrew. 

The  book  of  Personal  Prayers  was  presented  in  final  form  to 
the  Conference.  It  has  been  published  in  a  large  edition  for 
distribution. 

The  reports  of  the  Jewish  holidays,  written  to  guide  the  gen- 
eral press  in  its  reports  of  the  Jewish  (holidays,  were  distributed 
in  large  numbers  during  the  year. 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Work  in  Universities  reported 
that  the  case  of  the  Jewish  students  at  the  various  higher  in- 
stitutions of  learning  throughout  the  country  is  not  as  deplor- 
able from  a  religious  standpoint  as  has  been  generally  assumed. 
When  approached,  the  students  showed  a  readiness  to  receive 
the  overtures  of  local  or  visiting  Rabbis  with  cordial  welcome, 
and  were  ready  to  co-operate  with  them  to  the  extent  that  their 
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studies  permitted  them.  The  Committee  recommended  that  a 
systematic  effort  be  made  by  the  Rabbis  of  the  Conference  to 
reach  our  Jewish  students.  It  is  thought  advisable  to  engage 
for  this  purpose  some  one,  either  a  Rabbi  or  an  earnest,  well- 
informed  layman  who  might  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work. 
It  was  also  suggested  that  the  Department  of  Synagogue  Ex- 
tension of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  with 
co-operation  of  the  Conference,  send  to  the  Jewish  students 
Holiday  Sermon  pamphlets  and  all  Tract  Literature  issued  by 
the  Conference. 

The  Publication  Committee  reported  that  since  the  last  meet- 
ing two  institutions  and  five  Congregations  have  introduced 
the  Union  Prayer  Book,  one  of  the  Congregations  being  the 
Congregation  of  Kingston,  Jamaica.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  288  Congregations  and  22  institutions  using  the  Union 
Prayer  Book,  of  which,  since  its  adoption,  123,358  copies  have 
been  sold. 

During  the  year  319  Prayer  Books  were  distributed 
gratuitously  by  the  Conference  for  use  in  charitable  and  penal 
institutions. 

During  the  year  the  Relief  Fund  was  augmented  by  con- 
tributions amounting  to  $588  in  annual  contributions  and  $385 
in  single  contributions,  and  the  Tract  Fund  was  increased  by 
$381  in  annual  contributions  and  $162  in  single  contributions, 
making  a  total  of  $1,516. 

The  Committee  on  Church  and  State  reported  its  continued 
efforts  to  eliminate  the  ridicule  of  the  Jew  on  the  stage.  This 
agitation  is  being  met  with  increasing  success. 

The  Committee  on  Co-operation  in  Cases  of  Emergency  re- 
ported that  it  has  notified  important  Jewish  bodies  in  America 
that  it  stands  ready  to  work  together  with  other  organizations 
whenever  emergency  should  require  quick  action  for  the  pur- 
pose of  emphasizing  the  religious  character  of  Jewry  and  for 
the  purpose  of  an  intimate  co-operation  between  the  leaders  in 
the  pulpit  and  leaders  in  other  organizations. 

Announcement  was  made  by  the  Tract  Committee  that  the 
new  tract  on  the  important  theme,  Jewish  Ethics,  has  been  en- 
trusted for  preparation  to  Dr.  Samuel  Schulman. 
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Hearty  indorsement  was  given  by  the  Conference  to  the 
work  being  done  for  the  Jewish  deaf  and  dumb  of  New  York 
City. 

A  resolution  of  condolence  was  passed  by  the  Conference  as 
an  expression  of  sympathy  for  the  bereaved  families  whose  d< Cl- 
ones were  drowned  in  the  ill-fated  steamer  Titanic. 

The  kind  offer  of  Sir  Claude  Montefiore  to  present  to  every 
member  attending  the  Conference  a  copy  of  his  book,  "The 
Outlines  of  Liberal  Judaism,"  was  accepted  with  cordial  thanks. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Synagogue  and 
Labor,  to  urge  the  members  of  the  Conference  to  redouble  their 
efforts  to  better  the  economic  conditions  of  the  Jewish  working- 
people  in  their  respective  communities;  to  provide  for  them 
special  meetings  as  well  as  religious  services,  conducted  under 
sympathetic  leadership ;  to  help  train  capable  young  men  and 
women  with  inclinations  to  social  service  and  with  sound  Jew- 
ish feeling  to  act  as  intermediaries  between  the  Synagogue  and 
those  working-people  who  are  estranged  from  it ;  to  present  from 
time  to  time  to  their  congregations  the  ethical  aspects  of  the 
industrial  conflict,  were  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Summer  Services  reported  that  eight 
ministers  held  special  summer  Cervices  during  the  last  summer 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Department  of  Synagogue  and  School 
Extension  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations. 

Article  VII,  Sec.  1,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Conference 
was  changed  as  follows:  "This  Association  shall  meet  annually 
in  general  Conference  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  previous 
Conference,  or  its  Executive  Board,  shall  decide/' 

The  Conference  has  been  privileged  to  play  its  full  part  in 
the  creation  of  a  public  sentiment  that  is  interesting  itself  in 
the  widespread  and  universal  emphasis  of  the  value  of  religious 
education.  In  this  connection  the  Conference  authorized  the 
taking  of  a  census  of  the  Jewish  school  children  of  the  coun- 
try, the  preparation  of  a  religious  school  catalogue,  and  the 
completion  of  the  religious  school  exhibit.  The  exhibit  here- 
after will  be  housed  in  the  new  building  of  the  Hebrew  Union 
College  in  Cincinnati. 
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IMPORTANT  RESOLUTIONS  PASSED. 

"inasmuch  as  we  are  unqualifiedly  committed  to  the  total 
separation  of  Church  and  State,  we  discountenance  any  move- 
ment in  Jewish  communities  on  other  than  the  religious  basis 
that  would  violate  this  principle  and  tend  to  create  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Jews  are  an  iinpcriutn  in  imperio." 

' '  The  Conference  recommends  the  encouragement  of  all  or- 
ganizations in  colleges  whose  purpose  is  the  fostering  of  the 
religious  spirit  among  Jewish  students." 

Memorial  resolutions  were  passed  in  honor  of  the  late  Henry 
lioehheimer,  the  Nestor  of  the  Rabbinate  of  America,  who  died 
at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-two  years;  Rabbi  Morris  Fluegel,  rec- 
ognized for  his  devotion  to  learning;  Herman  Adler,  the  late 
Chief  Rabbi  of  England,  whose  character,  scholarship,  dignity, 
administrative  ability  and  unswerving  fidelity  to  Judaism  made 
him  a  tower  of  strength ;  Rabbi  Heineman  Vogelstein,  who,  with 
the  fortitude  of  an  earnest  faith  in  the  principles  of  Reform 
Judaism,  was  a  scholar  and  soldier  in  the  field  of  Jewish  ad- 
vance. Resolutions  were  also  passed  in  memory  of  Clara  Bar- 
ton, the  head  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Society,  hailed  as  an 
angel  of  mercy  to  world-wide  humanity,  irrespective  of  civrd 
or  class. 

The  Conference  noted  iith  pleasure  the  progress  of  the 
work  of  translating  the  Bible,  now  being  pursued  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  our  Conference  in  conjunction  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Jewish  Publication  Society  of  America. 

''As  the  sanctity  of  the  home  in  family  life  has  always 
been  cherished  and  maintained  among  Jews,  the  Conference  can- 
not but  view  with  alarm  the  signs  in  modern  life  of  the  disin- 
tegrating influences  that  are  undermining  the  home  and  the 
family,  and  registers  its  hearty  approval  of  efforts  being  made 
to  effect  a  national  uniformity  of  the" marriage  and  divorce  laws 
requiring,  through  legislation,  physical  and  mental  health  on 
the  part  of  those  entering  the  marriage  state." 

"Whereas,  some  of  our  co-religionists  delude  themselves  into 
the  belief  that  they  can  give  formal  adherence  to  the  religious 
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denomination  calling  itself  Christian  Science,  without  violat- 
ing their  allegiance  to  those  beliefs,  principles,  and  ideals  which 
express  the  spirit  of  Judaism  in  all  ages; 

"Be  it  Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  Central  Conference 
of  American  Rabbis,  that  they  are  strengthened  in  their  previous 
conviction  that  Christian  Science  in  its  tenets  and  beliefs  is  es- 
sentially different  from,  and  in  fundamental  contradiction  with, 
Judaism,  and  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  Jew  to  accept  Chris- 
tian Science  without  thereby  denying  Judaism." 

The  Conference  expressed  its  willingness  to  co-operate  with 
all  parties  in  Judaism  in  every  effort  making  for  the  moral, 
cultural,  and  industrial  efficiency  of  the  Jews  all  over  the  world. 

Sabbath  Vayakhel  (March  1,  1913)  was  set  aside  as  an  ap- 
propriate day  on  which  the  ethical  side  of  the  industrial  con- 
flict might  be  set  forth  in  the  Congregations  of  Israel  through- 
out the  land. 


Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention 

or  THE 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE   OF  AMERICAN   RABBIS 

HELD    AT    BALTIMORE,   MD.,   APRIL  12  to   17,    1912. 


The  Twenty-third  Annual  Convention  of  the  Conference  was 
opened  Friday,  April  12,  1912,  at  8  P.M.,  with  divine  services 
at  Madison  Avenue  Temple.  The  opening  prayer  was  delivered 
by  Rabbi  Marcus  Salzman.  The  Sabbath  Eve  Service  was  ren- 
dered by  Rev.  George  Castelle.  Rabbi  Adolph  Guttmacher,  of 
the  Madison  Avenue  Temple,  delivered  the  following  address 
of  welcome : 

.I//1.  President,  Colleagues  and  Friends,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

As  the  Rabbi  of  Baltimore's  oldest  Jewish  Congregation,  I 
bid  you,  Teachers  in  Israel,  a  most  hearty  welcome,  and  the 
whole  Jewish  community  joins  in  extending  you,  one  and  all,  a 
Sholom  alechem— 'QUoiwW 

This  is  the  second  time  that  the  Conference  convenes  here 
in  solemn  conclave,  and  I  am  sure  that  Baltimore  Jewry  deems 
it  a  rare  privilege  and  a  signal  honor  to  meet  and  to  hear  the 
men  who  teach  and  preach,  in  this  broad  land,  the  religion  of 
our  fathers.  Some  of  us  will  recall  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
ference held  in  this  city  twenty-one  years  ago.  Isaac  M.  Wise, 
of  blessed  memory,  our  beloved  teacher  and  friend,  and  the 
founder  of  this-  Conference,  was  then  presiding  over  our  de- 
liberations. 

Our  ancient  sages  commenting  upon  the  death  of  Jacob,  the 
patriarch,  say:  31  D  Kin  *)«  D"ro  ijnro'C 

"  So  long  as  Jacob's  descendants  will  live,  Jacob,  too,  will 
live."  Does  not  this  thought  of  our  Sage's  voice  our  estimate 
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of  the  life  work  of  Isaac  M.  Wise?  He  is  not  dead,  he  lives  in 
his  spiritual  descendants — the  Hebrew  Union  College  and  the 
Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  their  labors  and 
achievements  immortalize  his  name  and  perpetuate  his  memory. 
Reading  the  message  Dr.  Wise  delivered  here  at  the  second 
annual  meeting  of  the  Conference,  one  cannot  help  but  feel  his 
powerful  personality  pervading  every  line  of  it.  It  is  an  utter- 
ance characteristic  of  the  man,  deeply  reverential  in  tone,  trans- 
lucent in  its  sincerity,  clear  and  concise  in  thought,  quick  with 
enthusiasm  and  optimistic  as  to  the  outlook  for  Judaism  in 
America.  In  that  message  he  expresses  the  ardent  wish  that 
the  Conference  would  become  an  authoritative  body,  a  Beth- 
Din — a  living  and  constructive  force  in  American  Judaism.  To 
achieve  that  aim,  Dr.  Wise  states  that  time,  zeal,  labor  and  con- 
sistency are  needed.  He  then  outlines  the  work  of  the  Con- 
ference— it  must  seek  to  advance  the  cause  of  Israel  and  con- 
tinue lawfully  the  historical  development  of  Judaism.  The 
records  of  the  Conference,  collected  in  twenty-two  year-books, 
show  that  the  Conference  has  endeavored  to  work  in  the  spirit 
of  its  sainted  founder.  The  Conference  has  been  gathering 
strength  and  authority  from  year  to  year,  it  has  proven  a  steady- 
ing influence  in  our  religious  life.  The  Conference  is  not  only 
constructive  in  its  work,  but  it  makes  for  true  conservatism  by 
checking  individualism  running  mad.  The  Conference  has 
quickened  Jewish  consciousness  on  problems  of  Judaism,  it  is 
rebuilding  on  the  old  foundations  a  Judaism  conscious  of  so- 
cial and  intellectual  changes,  and  in  growing  sympathy  with 
the  life  and  thought  of  our  times.  The  prayer-book  and  hymnal, 
published  by  the  Conference,  used  by  nearly  300  congregations 
and  25  institutions,  are  slowly  but  steadily  exerting  a  unifying 
influence  upon  congregations  and  religious  schools  in  all  parts 
of  our  land.  The  Conference  encourages  Jewish  scholarship. 
The  papers  read  at  our  annual  meetings  show  thought  and  study. 
Furthermore,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Conference  to  sub- 
sidize, out  of  its  funds,  the  publication  of  books  having  intrinsic 
merit.  So,  also,  the  Conference  is  represented  by  three  mem- 
bers on  the  editorial  board  of  the  new  English  translation  of  the 
Bible. 
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The  object  of  tin-so  annual  gatherings  is  to  promote  inter- 
course between  those  wlio,  in  different  parts  of  our  country,  an- 
working  to  give  stronger  and  more  general  impulse  to  tin  is 
ideals  which  interpret  best  the  high  moral  and  ethical  values  of 
Judaism.  To  encourage  and  stimulate  the  members  in  their 
tasks,  the  Conference  must  ever  broaden  the  scope  of  its  activities 
to  meet,  fairly  and  squarely,  the  intellectual  demands  and  the 
spiritual  yearnings  of  a  civilization  growing  more  and  more 
complex.  Whether  this  can  best  be  accomplished  by  the  Insti- 
tutional synagogue  with  its  clubs  and  classes,  its  gymnasiums 
and  kindergartens,  or  by  socializing  Judaism  into  a  well-organ- 
ized system  of  personal  service  and  poor  relief,  or  by  means  aixl 
methods  other  than  these,  who  can  tell?  But,  in  imitating 
others  there  is  danger  of  losing  sight  of  the  fact  that  a  re- 
ligious community,  small  and  scattered  as  we  are,  having  to 
combat  disruptive  influences,  cannot  possibly  maintain  its  re- 
ligious identity  by  throwing  off  all  allegiance  to  distinctive  in- 
stitutions. Again,  philanthropic  effort,  however  meritorious,  can 
never  serve  as  a  substitute  for  the  ethical  and  religious  content  > 
of  Judaism.  Let  us  be  hospitable,  by  all  means,  to  new  thoughts 
and  new  inspirations,  let  us  familiarize  ourselves  with  every 
phase  of  modern  life,  but  at  the  same  time  bear  in  mind  the 
lessons  of  the  past  that  Israel's  true  spiritual  revival  must  be 
wrought  through  means  consecrated  by  the  synagogue  and 
deeply  rooted  in  the  religious  life  and  consciousness  of  the  Jew. 

Once  more,  friends  and  colleagues,  in  the  name  of  the  Jewish 
inhabitants  of  Baltimore,  I  bid  you  welcome  to  their  homes, 
their  places  of  worship  and  their  charitable  institutions.  Then1 
will  be  social  gatherings  in  the  course  of  the  Conference  in  which 
you  will  meet  the  good  people  of  Baltimore,  and  may  you  carry 
with  you  from  this  Conference  pleasant  recollections  of  the  days 
spent  here. 


JIK  TJ-OI  own 
i:i?  nnj  -\vx  nmxnnx  -pai  Sune* 
na-a  rbvn  ns  Di 
Dir;v6np 


"Look  down  from   Thy  holy  habitation,  from  heaven,   and 
bless  Thy  people  Israel  and  the  land  Thou  hast  given  us,  and  the 
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Teachers  in  Israel  who  are  gathered  here.  Send  blessings  and 
happiness  to  their  families  and  their  congregations. ' ' 

The  response  to  this  welcome  was  given  by  Rabbi  Moses  J. 
Gries. 

The  Conference  Lecture  was  delivered  by  Rabbi  Harry  H. 
Mayer  (cf.  Appendix  B).  The  Benediction  was  pronounced 
by  Rabbi  Samuel  Schulman. 

Divine  service  on  Saturday  morning,  April  13th,  was  held 
in  Eutaw  Place  Temple  at  ten  o'clock.  The  opening  prayer 
was  delivered  by  Rabbi  Charles  S.  Levi.  The  Sabbath  Morning 
Service  was  rendered  by  Rev.  Jacob  Schuman.  The  Conference 
Sermon  was  preached  by  Rabbi  Henry  Berkowitz  (cf.  Appen- 
dix C).  The  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rabbi  Max  Heller. 

SUNDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  14,  1912. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  Bolton  Street  Temple 
at  10  A.M.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Rabbi  Moses  J. 
Gries,  Vice-President  of  the  Conference,  presided. 

Rabbi  M.  Friedlander  opened  the  session  with  prayer. 

During  the  Convention  the  following  eighty-two  members 
responded  to  the  roll-call :. 

Aaron,  Israel,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Baron,  Morris,  Cumberland,  Md. 
Berkowitz,  Henry,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bernstein,  Louis,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Calisch,  Edward  N.,  Richmond,  Va. 
Coffee,  Rudolph  I.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Cohen,  Simon  R.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Currick,  Max  C.,  Erie,  Pa. 
Deinard,  Samuel  N.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Deutsch,  G.,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Elzas,  Barnett  A.,  New  York  City. 
Enelow,  H.  G.,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Ettelson,  Harry  W.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Feuerlicht,  Morris  M.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Firiesehriber,  William  H.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS.  31 

Fisher,  Henry  M.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 
Foster,  Solomon,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Frank,  Julius,  Reading,  Pa. 
Franklin,  Leo  M.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Freund,  Charles  J.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
Friedlander,  M.,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Friedman  William  S.,  Denver,  Colo. 
Goldenson,  Samuel,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Gries,  Moses  J.,  Cleveland,  0. 
Gross,  Louis  D.,  Akron,  0. 
Grossman  Rudolph,  New  York  City. 
Grossman,  Louis,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Guttmacher,  Adolph,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Harris,  Maurice  H.,  New  York  City. 
Heller,  Max,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Hirschberg,  Samuel.  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Isaacs,  Abram  S.,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Jasin,  Joseph,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 
Joseph,  Theodore,  Troy,  N.  Y. 
Klein,   David,   Petersburg,  Va. 
Kohler,  Kaufman,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Kohut,  George  A.,  New  York  City. 
Kornfeld,  J.  S.,  Columbus,  0. 
Krass,  Nathan,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Krauskopf,  Joseph,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
"Landman,  Isaac,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Lefkovits,  Maurice,   Duluth,  Minn. 
Levi,  .Charles  S.,  Peoria,  111. 
Levy  Abraham  R.,  Chicago,  111. 
Levy,  Felix  A.,  Chicago,  111. 
Loewenberg,  William,  Uniontown,  Pa. 
Lovitch,  Meyer,  Paducah,  Ky. 
Lyons,  Alexander,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Mannheimer,  Eugene,  Des  Moines,  la. 
Mannheimer,  Leo,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Marcuson,  Isaac  E.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Margolis,  Elias,  New  York  City. 
Marx,  David,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
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Mayer,  Eli,  Philadelphia,   IV 
Mayer,  Harry  II.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Mendoza,  Louis  D.,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Miller,  Julian  A.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Morgenstern,  Julian,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Moses,  Isaac  S.,  New  York  City. 
Philipson,  David,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Raisin,  Max,  Meridian,  Miss. 
Rice,  William,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 
Rosenau,  William,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Rubenstein,  C.  A.,  Baltimore.  Md. 
Rypins,  Isaac  L.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Sadler,  Bernard,  Easton,  Pa. 
Salzman,  Marcus,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 
Schanfarber,  Tobias,  Chicago,  111. 
Schulman,  Samuel,  New  York  City. 
Schwarz,  Samuel,  Cleveland,  0. 
Sessler,  M.,  Roanoke,  Va. 
Silberfeld,  Julius,  Newark,  N.  .1. 
Silver  man,  Joseph,  New  York  Cil.y. 
Simon,  Abram,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Singer,  Jacob,  York,  Pa. 
Solomon,  George,  Savannah,  Ga. 
Spiegel,  Adolph,  New  York  City. 
Stern,  Louis,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Stern,  Nathan,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Stolz,  Joseph,   Chicago,  111. 
Stolz,  Joseph  Henry,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 
Zepin,  George,  Cincinnati,  0. 

During  the  Convention,  communications  and  greetings  were 
received  from  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  Balti- 
more Association  of  Jewish  Women,  and  Baltimore  section  of 
the  Council  of  Jewish  Women.  Regrets  for  non-attendance  were 
received  from  Montague  N.  A.  Cohen,  Ephraim  Frisch,  Leon 
Harrison,  Moses  P.  Jacobson,  Jacob  H.  Kaplan,  Max  Landsberg, 
Joseph  Leucht,  J.  Leonard  Levy,  Isidore  Lewinthal,  A.  B. 
Rhine.  Max  Sessler,  and  Emil  Leipziger. 
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The  Chair  was,  on  motion,  authorized  to  reply  to  greetings 
of  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women. 

The  Chair  appointed  Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz  as  Assistant 
Secretary. 

The  report  of  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rabbi  Solomon 
Foster,  was  presented. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis: 

GENTLEMEN  :  As  Corresponding  Secretary  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  my  work,  covering  a  period  of  9>4 
months,  from  July  4  to  April  12,  1912.  To  the  best  of  my 
ability,  I  have  discharged  the  duties  of  my  office,  feeling  that 
it  was  a  privilege,  even  though  burdensome  at  times,  to  serve 
an  organization  of  such  commanding  worth  and  influence  as  the 
Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis. 

Circular  letters  were  sent  to  all  Jewish  papers  after  the  Con- 
ference in  St.  Paul  last  July,  as  well  as  after  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting  in  Cincinnati  in  November,  giving  a  resume 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, for  the  interest  of  the  Jewish  public.  With  few  excep- 
tions, the  Jewish  papers  very  kindly  heeded  our  requests. 

In  July,  1911,  a  new  list  of  members'  addresses,  containing 
the  names  of  the  Secretaries  of  Congregations  with  which  our 
members  are  connected,  was  compiled.  Some  members  failed  to 
respond  to  the  inquiry  of  your  Secretary,  so  they  have  only 
themselves  to  blame  for  any  miscarriage  of  their  mail  from  the 
Conference. 

On  August  25,  1911,  the  members  of  the  Conference  were 
informed  of  their  appointments  to  various  standing  committees, 
so  that  without  delay  the  great  work  of  the  Conference  might 
be  undertaken. 

In  response  to  the  special  notices  which  were  sent  to  all 
members  of  the  Conference  by  order  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  its  provisional  change  of  meeting  from 
July  to  April,  to  enable  us  to  accept  the  kind  invitation  of  the 
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Baltimore  Community  be  endorsed  or  not,  I  received  144  an- 
swers, 112  voting  in  the  affirmative,  27  voting  in  the  negative, 
5  illegible  votes. 

In  connection  with  the  present  change  of  meeting  from  July 
to  April,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  objections  raised 
by  some  of  our  members  to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  to  make  the  change  of  meeting  a  permanent  one. 
It  is  stated  by  several  members  who  live  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River  or  in  the  extreme  Southern  States,  that  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  will  practically  mean  their  elimination  from 
the  Conference,  as  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  attend  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  Some  of  the  members  object  to  the 
proposed  change  on  the  ground  that  a  meeting  at  this  season 
would  entail  upon  them  a  double  expense,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  heretofore  many  members  have  taken  their  vacations  in  con- 
nection with  attendance  at  the  Conference. 

During  the  nation-wide  discussion  on  the  abrogation  of  the 
Treaty  with  Russia  on  account  of  Russia's  persistent  disregard 
of  the  American  Passport  in  the  hands  of  a  Jew,  I  prepared, 
at  the  request  of  the  President,  a  circular  letter  urging  our 
members  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  bring  to  the  attention  of 
the  United  States  Senators  and  Congressmen  of  the  different 
States  the  persistence  of  that  unfair  and  obnoxious  discrimina- 
tion practiced  by  Russia  against  the  American  citizens  of  Jewish 
faith.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  November  30th,  sermons  were 
preached  on  the  subject  from  many  Jewish  pulpits.  It  is  be- 
yond dispute  that  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis, 
through  its  membership,  had  an  important  part  to  play  in  or- 
ganizing non-sectarian  committees  of  protest,  and  in  directing 
public  opinion,  which  finally  demanded  the  abrogation  of  the 
Russian  Treaty. 

During  the  past  nine  months,  many  requests  were  received 
from  different  parts  of  the  world  for  our  Tracts,  reprints,  and 
year-books.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  learn  with  what  eagerness 
they  are  read  and  how  helpful  they  have  proved  to  be  in  spread- 
ing a  clearer  knowledge  of  Judaism  among  our  own  people  and 
our  non-Jewish  friends.  It  is  noteworthy  that  on  our  mailing 
lists  are  very  many  names  well  known  for  their  affiliation  with 
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the  extreme  orthodox  wing  of  our  faith,  which  proves  the  wide- 
spread interest  our  publications  command. 

Early  in  the  fall  I  sent  to  all  those  who  had  been  on  our 
mailing  list  for  years  a  Reply  Postal  Card,  asking  for  correct 
addresses  of  all  who  were  interested  in  our  publications.  In 
reply  I  received  a  large  number  of  answers,  which  form  a  cor- 
rect mailing  list  for  the  present.  In  order  to  keep  the  mailing 
list  up  to  date,  I  would  recommend  that  with  each  year-book 
that  is  sent  out,  excluding  members  of  the  Conference,  a  printed 
card,  preferably  a  regular  postal  card,  be  enclosed  requesting 
the  recipient  to  return  the  card  with  correct  address,  if  he  de- 
sires to  receive  the  year-book  next  year.  The  method  will  lum- 
twofold  benefit:  it  will  insure  the  receipt  of  our  book  by  those 
who  wish  it,  and  at  the  same  time  relieve  many  recipients  of 
our  book  of  their  embarrassment  to  know  to  whom  acknowledg- 
ment should  be  sent. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  Conversion  Certificates  were 
called  for  by  members  of  the  Conference.  But  with  two  excep- 
tions, the  copies  for  filing  with  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
were  not  returned.  It  would  appear  desirable  to  have  all  dupli- 
cate certificates  deposited  with  the  Secretary  for  preservation. 

A  circular  letter  was  sent  in  March  to  all  Congregations  in 
which  members  of  the  Conference  are  the  spiritual  leaders,  giv- 
ing a  report  of  the  publications,  activities  and  plans  of  the 
Conference,  and  requesting  the  Congregations  to  aid  the  Con- 
ference more  fully  in  its  endeavors  to  provide  adequately  for 
our  superannuated  ministers  and  Tract  Funds. 

On  March  15th  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  our  mem- 
bers and  all  Jewish  papers  giving  notice  of  the  full  program  of 
the  Conference  meeting,  April  12th.  The  Jewish  papers  kindly 
gave  the  desired  publicity  to  our  program. 

From  July  21,  1911,  to  April  12,  1912.  I  issued  156  vouchers, 
beginning  with  No.  980  to  No.  1135.  aggregating  $31,123.80,  of 
which  sum  $25,000  (voucher  No.  1079)  was  invested,  and  $926.43 
f  voucher  No.  1114)  was  withdrawn  from  bank  in  Cleveland  to 
Detroit.  The  actual  expenses  of  the  Conference  were  $5,197.37. 
By  mistake  of  Chairman,  voucher  No.  1033  was  drawn  for  an 
item  for  $6.56,  which  had  been  paid  by  voucher  No.  1016.  The 
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mistake  was  rectified.     Voucher  No.  1057  for  $10  was  for  spe- 
cial relief  ordered  by  the  President. 

The  following  vouchers  were  drawn  during  the  year : 


.      VOUCHERS    ISSUED. 
Date. 

1911     Voucher  No. 

July      21,      980  Pension    $15.00 

981  Pension   25.00 

982  Ephraim  Frisch,  Conference  meeting 58.00 

983  Ephraim    Fisch,    Corresponding    Secretary    ex- 

penses      54.60 

984  Ethel  Schloss,  clerical  work,  E.  Frisch 8.25 

985  S.   Rosenthal   &    Co.,   expressage 1.00 

986  Stanchfield   &   Co.,   printing 14.75 

987  Wm.    Friedman,    for    telegrams 12.50 

988  A.  Guttmacher,  Pub.  Committee 1.50 

989  Henry  Berkowitz,  Personal  Prayer  Committee.  .  12.50 

990  Publishers'  Printing  Co 70.75 

991  H.  Weiss,  Social  and  Religious  Union  Committee  20.00 

992  Ethel  Schloss,   clerical   aid 13.25 

993  Julian   Morgenstern,    Conference  meeting 72.00 

Aug.        1,       994  Isaac   L.    Rypins,    for    janitor 10.00 

Aug.      15,       995  Pension 15.00 

996  Pension    25.00 

997  F.   H.   Jones,   expressage 8.55 

998  Langer  Printing  Co.    (Treasurer  Franklin)....  9.50 

999  J.  G.  Hauser,  printing    (Heller) 24.00 

Sept.       1,     1000  Pension    15.00 

1001  Pension    25.00 

1002  Pension 25.00 

1003  Langer  Printing  Co.    (Treasurer  Franklin) 2.50 

1004  S.  E.  Tate,  printing  holiday  notices 37.50 

1005  Ephraim  Frisch,  expenses  Corresponding  Secre- 

tary   12.67 

1006  L.  B.  Case,  stenographer 145.00 

1007  S.  Foster,  expenses  Corresponding  Secretary..  21.09 
Sept.     18,     1008  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  publications..  119.60 

1009  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  publications 80.75 

1010  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  publications 227.88 

1011  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  publications 57.15 

1012  Julian  Morgenstern,  Solicitation  Committee. .  .  .  22.10 

1013  Starchroom  Pub.  Co.,  printing,  Solicitation  Com- 

mittee     13.58 
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Date. 

1911     Voucher  No. 

Sept.     21,     1014  Starchroom  Pub.  Co.,  printing,  Solicitation  Com- 
mittee     23.00 

1015  F.   H.   Jones,   expressage 3.51 

Sept.     27,     1016  Mailing  &  Advertising  Co.,  printing,  Solicitation 

Committee    6.56 

1017  Langer  Printing  Co.,   printing  for  Treasurer. .  3.00 

Oct.         3,     1018  Leo  M.  Franklin,  expenses  as  Treasurer 8.50 

1019  Pension    25.00 

1020  Pension 25.00 

1021  May  &  Kreidler,  printing,  Sermonic  Committee.  2.75 

1022  E.  C.  Walton,  clerical  aid,  Music  Committee 16.50 

1023  H.  H.  Mayer,  expenses,  Music  Committee 2.25 

1024  H.  W.  Ettelson,  expenses,  Music  Committee.  .  . .  4.00 
Oct.         6,     1025  Pension    15.00 

1026  S.  Foster,  expenses,  Corresponding  Secretary. .  .  17.93 

Oct.       30,     1027  Central  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.,  for  archives.  .  10.00 

1028  Publishers'  Printing  Co.j-  for  publications 50.50 

1029  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  for  publications 355.56 

1030  M.  H.  Harris,  Handbook  Committee 2.25 

1031  Central  Trust  Co.,  storage 1.00 

1032  Guardians'   Savings   &   Trust   Co.,    services    for 

Gries   43.72 

1033  Mailing  &  Advertising  Co.,  for  service 6.56 

1034  E.  Kisch,  stationery  for  Corresponding  Secretary  22.40 

1035  G.  Deutsch,  payment  of  draft  to  Jerusalem....  1.20 

1036  Adele  Rosenfield,  clerical  aid  to  Franklin 10.00 

1037  Isaac  L.  Rypins,  Executive  Committee  meeting. .  20.00 

1038  Joseph  Stolz,  Executive  Committee  meeting. .  . .  8.00 

1039  H.  H.  Mayer.  Executive  Committee  meeting...  21.00 

1040  Leo  M.  Franklin,  Executive  Committee  meeting  8.50 

1041  Pension    15.00 

1042  Pension    25.00 

1043  Pension 25.00 

1044  W.  Rosenau,  Executive  Committee  meeting.  .  . .  22.00 

1045  Geo.  Zepin,  Committee  Sermonic  Literature....  10.46 

1046  A.  Guttmacher,  Publication  Committee 7.50 

1047  J.  D.  Eisenstein.  Hebrew  Encyclopedia 9.00 

1048  S.  Foster,  expenses,  Corresponding  Secretary. .  . .  29.00 

1049  May  &  Kreidler,  printing  holiday  notices 37.25 

Oct.       31,     1050  E.   Frisch,  Executive  Committee  meeting 22.80 

Nov.        '2.     1051  E.  E.  Morris,  printing  for  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary      6.00 

1052  S.  Foster,  expenses,  Corresponding  Secretary.  .  .  .  16.24 

Nov.      13,     1053  S.  Schulman,  Executive  Committee  meeting. .  .  .  31.00 
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Date. 

1911     Voucher  No. 

1054  H.  W.  Ettelson,  Executive  Committee  meeting.  .  27.30 

1055  G.  Zepin,  expenses  Church  and  State  Committee  24.48 

1056  J.  Morgenstern,  expenses   Year-Book  Committee  5.00 
Nov.      17,     1057  Special  relief 10.00 

1058  E.  E.  Morris,  printing  circular  letters 3.25 

Dec.          1,     1059  S.  Foster,  expenses,  Corresponding  Secretary.  .  .  .  24.45 

1060  M.  J.  Gries,  Executive  Committee  meeting 11.75 

1061  Pension   15.00 

1062  Pension    25.00 

1063  Pension    25.00 

1912. 

Jan.    2,  1064  Pension 15.00 

1065  Pension    25.00 

1066  Pension 25.00 

1067  L.  M.  Franklin,  for  draft  to  Dr.  Faitlovitch 25.00 

1068  David  Marx,  Year-Book   C  ommittee 106.00 

1069  Israel  Aaron,  Executive  Committee  meeting.  .  .  .  16.00 

1070  A.  Guttmacher,  Publication  Committee..- 12.00 

1071  May  &  Kreidler,  printing f>.f>!> 

1072  Publishers'    Printing    Co.,    for    publications.  .  .  .  114.76 

1073  Langer    Printing   Co.,   printing 1.75 

1074  L.  M.  Franklin,  expenses  as  Treasurer 4.!>0 

1075  S.  Foster,  expenses.  Corresponding  Secretary.  .  .  .  30.20 
Jan.        12,      1076  J.  Krauskopf.  '1  heologieal  C  omn>.itt;>e  meeting..  6.00 
Jan.        15,     1077  S.   Foster,  expenses,   Corresponding   Secretary..  17.00 

1078  S.   Schulman,  expenses. 10.55 

Jan.       22,     1080  National  Surety  Co.,  for  bond 12.50 

Feb.         5,     1081  Pension   25.00 

1082  Pension 25.00 

1083  Pension 15.00 

1084  E.   Frisch,  expenses    Year-Book    Committee 15.07 

1085  E.  E.  Morris,  printing  postal  cards 3.50 

1086  Starchroom  Pub.  Co.,  Solicitat ion  Committee...  2..~>0 

1087  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  publications 143.00 

1088  Simplex  System  Co.,  Ministers'  Handbook  Com- 

mittee     6.75 

1089  S.  Foster,  expenses,  Corresponding  Secretary...  20.98 
Feb.       21,     1090  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  publications 284.35 

1091  E.  C.  Walton,  clerical  aid,  Hymn  Committee.  .  .  .  39.25 

1092  Jacob  Singer,  Hymn  Committee  meeting 18.50 

1093  H.  W.  Ettelson,  Hymn  Committee  meeting.  .  .  .  18.50 

1094  David  Marx,  Hymn  Committee  meeting (51.00 

1095  H.  H.  Mayer,  Hymn  Committee  meeting 114.00 
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Date. 

1912     Voucher  No. 

1096  Leo  M.   Franklin,  for  foreign  drafts  for  Hymn 

Committee    40.00 

1097  I.  E.  Marcuson,  Social  and  Religious  Committee  18.00 

1098  Foote  &  Davies,  printing  Year-Books : .  747.59 

1099  Langer  Printing  Co.,  printing  for  Treasurer...  1.75 

1100  L,  M.   Franklin,  expenses  as  treasurer 3.85 

1101  E.  E.  Morris,  printing  circular  letter 8.00 

1102  E.  N.  Calisch,  expenses  religious  work  in  Uni- 

versity Committee   8.00 

1103  Herbert  J.  Ezekiel,  printing  for  religious  work  in 

University   Committee    13.75 

Feb.       27,     1104  J.  Morgenstern,  expenses,  Solicitation  Commit- 
tee     30.00 

March     1,     1105  Pension    ; 25.00 

1106  Pension    25.00 

1107  Pension    15.00 

1108  Edgar  Wiener,  printing  circular  letter 5.2.1 

1109  Starchrooin  Pub.   Co.,   printing  for   Solicitation 

Committee 36.77 

March  12,     1110  S.  Foster,  expenses,  Corresponding  Secretary.  .  .  .  29.71 

1111  May  &  Kreidler,  printing  for  Church  and  State 

Committee    . 6.50 

1112  Starchroom  Pub.  Co.,  for  Solicitation  Committee  27.<">n 

1113  George  Zepin,   expenses.   Church    and   State   Com- 

mittee     11.00 

March  26,     1115  A.  Guttmacher,  Publication  Committee  meeting  8.00 

1116  J.  Morgenstern,   Solicitation   Committee 23.74 

1117  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  for  publications 74.48 

1118  Mailing  &  Advertising  Co.,  for  Solicitation  Com- 

mittee    9.44 

1119  May  £   Kreidler,  printing  for   Church   £    State 

Committee    3.50 

1120  L.  M.  Franklin,  expenses  as  Treasurer 5.83 

1121  Pension    25.00 

1 122  Pension    25.00 

1 123  Pension    15.00 

April       3,     1124  J.  L.  Levy,  expenses,  Civil  and  Religious  Mar- 

ria,ge  Committee 17.50 

1125  Edgar  Wiener,  printing  program 8.50 

1126  S.  Foster,  expenses,  Corresponding  Secretary.  .  .  .  33.16 

1127  Foote  £   Da  vie?   Co..  expenses  in   securing  copy- 

right                                         1.00 

April      12,     1128  Tiernan   Dart   Co.,    for   Hymn   Committee 166.4T 

1129  Israel   Aaron,  expenses.  Hymn  Committee.  .  30.01' 
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Date. 

1912    Voucher  No. 

1130  Henry     Berkowitz,     expenses,     Private    Prayer 

Committee    3.50 

1131  Publishers'  Printing  Co.,  binding  prayer  books. .         37.50 
'1132  Adams  Printing  Co.,  printing  for  Frisch 3.25 

1133  C.  H.  Jenkins  Co.,  ministers'  handbook 2.50 

1134  M.  A.  Meyer,  expenses,  ministers'  handbook 5.00 

1135  Solomon  Foster,  Corresponding  Secretary 10.13 


$5,197.37 
Special  vouchers  issued: 

No.  1079.     Jan.  22.     Title  Guarantee  &   Trust  Co $25,000.00 

No.  1114     March   26.     L.   M.   Franklin 926.43 

I  have  given  some  thought  to  the  recommendation  of  my 
predecessor  in  office,  Rabbi  Ephraim  Frisch,  who,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  successor,  urged  that  the  office  of  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary be  abolished  and  the  duties  of  the  office  be  merged  with 
those  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  or,  in  other  words,  to  have 
one  General  Secretary  for  the  Conference.  I  would  take  the 
liberty  to  point  out  that  by  so  doing  the  Conference  would  lose 
an  opportunity  to  develop,  through  the  duties  of  Corresponding 
Secretary,  more  intelligent,  faithful  and  efficient  members  for 
the  Conference.  His  gain  in  familiarity  with  the  great  work 
of  the  Conference,  and  the  Conference's  gain  in  having  more 
enlightened  members  more  than  compensate  for  what  disadvan- 
tages there  may  arise  in  the  present  arrangement. 

A  very  liberal  appropriation  ($600)  has  been  set  aside  by 
the  Conference  for  the  use  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  for 
the  duties  of  his  office.  In  performing  the  duties  of  my  office, 
with  the  additional  task  of  taking  charge  for  several  months 
of  the  Relief  and  Tract  Funds,  I  expended  for  the  year  since 
last  July  only  $273.29,  including  expenditures  for  service  of 
stenographer,  printing,  stationery,  telegrams,  etc.  I  would, 
therefore,  present  to  the  Conference  the  sum  of  about  $300  ap- 
propriated but  not  used. 

I  would  express  my  appreciation  of  the  uniform  courtesy 
and  consideration  which  I  have  received  from  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Conference.  While  it  has  meant  a  sacrifice 
for  me  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my  office,  I  feel  well  repaid 
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as  I  relinquish  my  responsibility  in  the  consciousness  that  I 
have  tried  to  serve  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability  a  great  and 
splendid  body  of  Jewish  teachers. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SOLOMON  FOSTER. 

The  report  was  received  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Audit- 
ing Committee. 

REPORT  OF  RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

To  the  President  and  Members,  Central  Conference  of  American 
Itabbis: 

GENTLEMEN  :  During  the  year  1911-1912  your  Executive 
Board  held  three  meetings — at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  6,  1911 ; 
at  Cincinnati.  October  24-25,  1911,  and  at  Baltimore,  April  12, 
1912. 

Outside  of  the  usual  and  necessary  routine  work  and  the 
consideration  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  work  of  various  com- 
mittees, which  will  report  during  the  course  of  this  Convention, 
the  following  business  was  transacted : 

In  accordance  with  a,  resolution  adopted  at  the  St.  Paul  Con- 
ference, an  Investment  Committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Executive  Board,  was  appointed.  After  due  investigation 
and  consultation  with  eminent  authorities,  this  Committee  was 
instructed  to  invest  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Conference  in  ap- 
proved mortgages. 

The  expenses  of  the  two  secretaries  to  the  St.  Paul  Con- 
ference were  ordered  paid. 

The  Editorial  Committee  of  the  year-book  was  instructed  to 
prepare  a  revised  mailing-list,  in  order  to  insure  that  the  year- 
book be  sent  only  to  persons  actually  interested  in  the  work  of 
the  Conference.  It  was  likewise  decided  that  the  year-book  be 
sent  to  all  subscribers  to  the  Conference  Relief  and  Tract  Funds. 
An  edition  of  1,100  copies  was  ordered  printed. 

It  was  furthermore  decided  that  in  the  future  every  con- 
tributor of  an  assigned  paper  at  the  Conference  shall  be  entitled 
to  fifty  unbound  copies  of  his  paper  at  the  expense  of  the  Con- 
ference ;  such  papers,  however,  are  not  to  be  included  in  the  list 
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of  Conference  publications,  except  by  special  ruling  of  the 
Executive  Board. 

In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  that  the 
following  papers,  presented  at  the  St.  Paul  Conference,  be  in- 
cluded in  the  list  of  Conference  publications,  and  that  two 
hundred  copies  of  each  be  printed,  of  which  one-half  are  to  be 
given  to  the  author,  and  the  other  half  kept  in  charge  by  our 
agent,  The  Bloch  Publishing  Co.,  for  distribution  upon  request: 
"Ludwig  Philippsohn, ' '  Kornfeld;  "Leopold  Stein,"  Ettelson; 
"Leopold  Loew, "  Rappaport;  "Ethical  Instruction  in  the  Pub- 
lic Schools,"  Schanfarber. 

Permission  was  given  to  Rabbi  Foster  to  reprint  and  dis- 
tribute, free  of  charge,  articles  published  in  the  Conference 
year-books,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  Conference  had 
never  been  incorporated.  It  was  therefore  ordered  that  the 
Conference  be*  incorporated  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  head- 
quarters at  Cincinnati.  This  has  been  done,  and  the  papers  of 
incorporation  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Conference. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  bonded  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000. 

The  following  Rabbis  were  admitted  to  membership :  Adolph 
Spiegel,  New  York  City ;  Jacob  Z.  Lauterbach,  Cincinnati ;  Ju- 
lius Silberfeld,  Newrark,  N.  J.;  Louis  I.  Egelson,  Greensboro, 
N.  C. ;  Rudolph  I.  Coffee,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  M.  Baron,  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  and  William  Rice,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  The  following 
Rabbis  were  readmitted  to  membership :  Stephen  S.  Wise,  Ne^ 
York  City;  Samuel  Sale,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  I.  Leucht,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

A  new  edition  of  the  small  Sabbath  Service-book,  of  5,000 
copies,  was  ordered,  to  be  sold  at  the  former  price  of  25  cents. 

A  limited  trial  edition  of  the  Union  Prayer  Book,  printed  on 
Bible  paper,  was  likewise  ordered. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  Conference  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  in  April,  provided  that  a  sufficient  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  expressed  their  approval  of  this  plan 
by  mail  vote. 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed,  witli  the  President  as  a 
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member,  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Synagogue  and  School 
K\  tension  of  the  U.  A.  H.  C.  in  the  matter  of  their  co-operation 
in  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  Conference  publications. 

The  first  four  recommendations  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Synagogue  and  Labor,  presented  at  the  St.  Paul  Con- 
ference, were  approved,  and  Shabbas  Vayakhel  P'kude,  March 
16,  1912,  was  fixed  as  the  Sabbath  upon  which  the  members  of 
the  Conference  were  to  be  asked  to  preach  upon  some  question 
pertaining  to  the  problem  of  Synagogue  and  Labor. 

A  sum  not  to  exceed  $1,000  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Union  Hymnal,  to  enable 
it  to  proceed  actively  writh  its  work. 

It  was  decided  that  a  letter  representing  the  position  of  the 
Conference  on  the  subject  of  the  reading  of  "The  Merchant  of 
Venice"  in  the  public  schools,  and  signed  by  the  President  of 
the  Conference  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Church 
and  State,  be  sent  to  the  proper  school  authorities,  and  that  the 
( 'onimittee  on  Church  and  State  keep  a  record  of  all  changes 
made  in  high  school  curricula  in  consequence  of  this  letter,  and 
report  at  future  conventions.  The  suggestion  was  likewise  of- 
fered to  the  Committee  on  Church  and  State  that  in  the  prepara- 
tion, of  calendars  of  holidays  in  the  future  no  reference  be  made 
to  Chanukkah  and  Puriin.  that  in  general  the  list  of  holidays 
printed  there  be  cut  down  to  five,  that  a  footnote  be  printed, 
stating  that  some  Jews  observe  two  days,  and  that  in  general 
the  calendar  be  so  arranged  that-  it  may  serve  as  a  guide,  not 
only  for  school  superintendents,  but  for  all  public  institutions 
and  organizations. 

The  question  of  allowing  Professor  Xeumark  a  subvention 
of  $100  to  assist  him  in  the  publication  of  his  work  on  Jewish 
Dogmas,  in  Hebrew,  was  referred  to  the  Conference. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Conference,  after 
making  a  few  minor  changes  in  the  wording,  the  Book  of  Per- 
sonal Prayers,  presented  by  the  Committee  in  charge  of  this 
work  to  the  St.  Paul  Conference,  was  adopted.  The  Publication 
Committee  was  instructed  to  arrange  for  the  publication  of  an 
edition  of  5,000  copies  of  the  book.  The  price  of  the  book  was 
fixed  at  25  cents. 


44  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

The  greetings  of  the  Conference  to  Dr.  Samuel  Wolfenstein, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  his  seventieth  birthday, 
were  ordered  extended  through  the  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  complete  the  record  of  at- 
tendance of  the  members  of  the  Conference  at  the  various  con- 
ventions, and  of  the  honors  bestowed  upon  them  and  services 
rendered,  and  keep  this  up  to  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIAN  MORGENSTERN. 
Recording  Secretary. 

In  response  to  a  question  of  information,  Rabbi  Morgeiistern 
added  the  following  explanation  to  his  report : 

It  was  felt  that  the  list  of  holidays  as  printed  in  the  Calen- 
dar was  a  little  too  long.  The  Calendar  was  intended  to  serve 
as  a  guide  for  the  superintendents  of  schools,  that  they  might 
arrange  their  examinations  and  their  school  affairs  in  such  a 
way  as  not  to  conflict  with  Jewish  holidays.  Accordingly  it 
was  felt  that  Chanukkah  and  Purim  ought  not  be  given  as  much 
prominence  as  the  other  more  important  festivals  for  fear  that 
the  superintendents  should  get  the  idea  that  they  ought  not 
give  examinations  on  these  minor  festivals  or  excuse  the  non- 
attendance  of  children  on  those  festivals.  For  these  reasons  it 
was  considered  sufficient  to  enumerate  the  five  most  important 
holidays  in  this  Calendar. 

The  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary  was  received  and  on 
motion  made  a  part  of  the  record. 

REPORT    OF    THE    TREASURER. 

To  the  President  and  Members,  Central  Conference  of  American 

Rabbis: 

Although  I  assumed  my  duties  as  Treasurer  of  the  Confer 
ence  on  July  6,  1911,  this  report  will  cover  a  period  beginning 
June  10,  1911,  at  which  time  the  last  fiscal  year  closed,  and 
ending  April  4,   1912,  at  which   time   F  closed  the  books.     As 
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will  be  noted,  the  resources  of  the  Conference  at  the  present 
time  are  $29,346.11,  including  a  mortgage  of  $25,000  pur- 
chased by  order  of  the  Committee  on  Investments,  as  will  be 
shown  by  the  special  report  of  that  committee.  This  indicates 
a  total  increase  in  our  resources  since  June  10th  last  of 
$3.718.42,  besides  the  amount  of  $559.96  due  us  from  the  Bloch 
Publishing  Company  for  February  and  March  sales,  making 
the  total  increase  in  less  than  ten  months  $4,273.38.  Upon  this 
showing  the  Conference  is  to  be  congratulated.  Of  this  amount 
the  increase  is  distributed  as  follows : 

General  Fund    $1,897.04 

Kelief  Fund  1,157,38 

Tract  Fund  664.00 


$3,718.42 

We  have  at  the  present  time  on  the  roster  of  membership 
202  members,  of  whom  two  are  honorary  and  eight  exempt 
from  dues.  During  the  year  two  members  were  suspended  by 
order  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
and  the  dues  of  one  member  were  remitted.  Our  books  show 
that  the  dues  of  160  members  are  paid  until  July,  1912,  27 
members  owe  for  the  current  year,  and  15  members  are  in  ar- 
rears for  two  years.  During  the  season  we  have  sent  out  four 
notices  for  dues,  two  in  the  form  of  regular  bills  and  two  in 
the  form  of  letters.  These  letters  were  courteously  worded  and 
we  trust  that  our  diligence  in  behalf  of  the  Conference  has  not 
proved  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  members. 

At  the  present  time  the  moneys  of  the  Conference,  except 
a  nominal  sum  which  is  necessary  to  meet  current  expenses, 
are  kept  in  banks  paying  us  interest  of  three  per  cent  per 
annum. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  we  adopted  the  triple 
voucher  and  check  system,  which  has  proved  exceedingly  satis- 
factory. It  admits  of  ready  filing  and  contains  on  one  sheet 
check,  voucher  and  bill. 

It  „  will  be  noted  that  in  the  purchase  of  the  mortgage  of 
$25,000  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  charge  the  amount  in  part 
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to  the  Relief  Fund,  from  which  we  took  $20,000,  and  in  part 
to  the  General  Fund  and  the  Publication  Fund,  which  in  fact 
are  one,  as  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  any  balance  remaining 
in  the  Publication  Fund  is  credited  to  the  General  Fund,  under 
our  present  fiscal  arrangement. 

Considerable  correspondence  has  been  necessary  in  the  col- 
lection of  contributions  to  our  various  funds.  Inasmuch  as 
donations  to  the  Tract  and  Relief  Funds  are  now  directed  to 
the  Treasurer,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  that  the  Solicita- 
tion Committee  should  initiate  the  correspondence,  and  that  it 
should  be  followed  up  by  the  Treasurer.  I  suggest  that  for 
the  sake  of  easier  bookkeeping  a  rule  be  established  according 
to  which  all  annual  contributions  to  our  various  funds  shall 
fall  due  on  January  1st,  and  that  contributor's  be  so  informed. 
Should  the  amendment,  which  is  to  be  acted  upon  by  this  Con- 
tention, and  according  to  which  the  time  of  meeting  of  the 
Conference  is  to  be  changed  from  July  to  April,  carry,  I  recom- 
mend that  the  regular  fiscal  year  of  the  Convention  be  changed 
so  as  to  end  April  1st  instead  of  June  10th,  as  at  present. 

I  beg  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the  President 
of  the  Conference  and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  for  their 
willing  co-operation  with  me  in  facilitating  the  official  business 
of  the  Conference.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  all  books  of  record 
and  accounts  are  in  good  order,  and  are  herewith  submitted  to 
the  Conference  for  auditing.  I  submit  herewith,  in  an  annexed 
report,  a  detailed  account  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  that 
have  passed  through  my  hands,  together  with  the  distribution 
of  the  same. 

Assuring  you  that  T  sincerely  appreciate  the  confidence  you 
have  placed  in  me,  in  electing  me  to  the  responsible  office  that 
T  have  held  during  the  year,  and  thanking  you  for  your  many 
courtesies,  I  am,  Sincerely  yours, 

LEO  M.  FRANKLIN, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  TRKASTKKR  FROM   -h M:   10,  1911,  TO  APRIL  1,   1912. 


1911. 


Ri:<  KIPTS. 


June      10.     Cash  on  hand  as  shown  by  last  annual  report....   $25,627.69 

Dues. 

June      17,     Joseph    H.    Stolz    $5.00 

Isaac   S.   Moses    5.00 

Moise  Bergman    5.00 

Joseph   Friedlander    10.00 

B.   A.   Elzas    5.00 

A.    Blum    5.00 

•Tune      20,     Felix    A.    Levy     5.00 

June      23,     M.   Spitz    5.00 

Louis    D.    Mendo/a     5.00 

Victor    C'aro    5.00 

July      17,     M.    Sal/man    5.00 

Max    C.    Currick    10.00 

Aug.        3,     David  Lefkowitz    5.00 

Abram    S.    Isaacs    5.00 

Sept.     11,     E.   Ellinger    5.00 

Sept.     14.     Harry   Weiss 5.00 

Sept.     26,.     F:    L.    Rosenthal    10.00 

H.  Berkowitz   5.00 

Eli    Mayer    5.00 

Oct.         2,     G.    Deutsch    5.00 

S.  Wolfenstein    5.00 

Louis   Grossman    5.00 

Leo  M.   Franklin    5.00 

Oct.         4,     Israel   Klein    5.00 

Simon  Peiser   5.00 

Isaac   Landman    5.00 

Tobias  Schanfarber.   5.00 

Nathan   Stern    5.00 

Louis  Bernstein    5.00 

David  Marx    5.00 

M.   Noot    5.00 

Max  Reichler    5.00 

Julius    Frank    5.00 

Abraham  Cronbach    5.00 

Oct.         5,     S.   H.    Goldenson 5.00 

Joseph    Stolz    5.00 

E.  Mannheimer    5.00 

R.   Grossmann    5.00 

JT.   Barnstein    5.00 
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Henry  M.  Fisher   5.00 

David    Alexander     5.00 

F.  de  Sola  Mendes 5.00 

Julian    Morgenstern    5.00 

Aaron    L.    Weinstein 5.00 

Oct.         9,     Jacob  D.  Schwarz 5.00 

Leon  Harrison 5.00 

Alex.  Lyons 5.00 

Leonard  J.  Rothstein   5.00 

Oct.       10,     Felix   A.   Levy 5.00 

Harry  Levi    5.00 

S.  Hecht    5.00 

Oct.       11,     Sigmund    Frey    5.00 

Joel  Blau 10.00 

Wm.  Rosenau    5.00 

Oct.       13,     David   Philipson    5.00 

M.  H.  Harris   5.00 

H.  G.  Enelow 5.00 

H.   W.   Ettelson 5.00 

Oct.       15,     H.  Englander    5.00 

George  Zepin    5.00 

Joseph  Krauskopf   5.00 

Oct.       18,     Wm.    Friedman    5.00 

Oct.       20,     Samuel  Marks    5.00 

Jacob  Singer   5.00 

Oct.       23,     M.  S.  Levy 10.00 

Oct.       26,     Isidore  Warsaw   10.00 

Oct.       27,     J.  L.  Magnes 5.00 

Max  Heller    5.00 

Oct.       31,     Louis  J.  Kopald    5.00 

Jonah   B.   Wise 5.00 

Louis    Kuppin    10.00 

Nov.        1,     I.  L.  Leucht 5.00 

Nov.        2,     A.   Guttmacher    5.00 

Nov.        6,     I.  L.  Rypins   5.00 

George  Solomon    5.00 

Nov.        7,     Rudolph   I.    Coffee 5.00 

Nov.        8,     Julius    Silberfeld    6.00 

George   A.   Kohut    5.00 

Max  Merritt 5.00 

Nov.      13,     Martin    A.    Meyer 5.00 

Nov.      14,     Alter    Abelson    5.00 

Nov.      15,     Harry  H.  Mayer 5.00 

Nov.      17,     I.   L.   Marcuson 5.00 

Nov.      20,     Stephen  S.  Wise   5.00 
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Nov.      30,     Louis    I.    Egelson    5.00 

Dec.         4,     Samuel   Hirschberg    5.00 

Joseph  Rauch  5.00 

Dec.         5,     Jacob   Mielziner    5.00 

Dec.         6,     Nathan  Gordon    5.00 

Dec.       10,     D.  Newmark  5.00 

Max  Landsberg   5.00 

Dec.       11,     J.   Feuerlicht    5.00 

Dec.       12,     A.  Guttmann    5.00 

M.   Feuerlicht    5.00 

Dec.       13,     Joseph  Bogen   5.00 

Dec.       14,     Solomon  Foster    5.00 

Samuel   Deinard    5.00 

Wm.   H.   Greenberg 5.00 

Dec.       15,     Ephraim  Frisch  5.00 

Montague  A.   Cohen 5.00 

J.  Leonard  Levy    5.00 

Leo  Mannheimer 5.00 

Dec.       16,     J.    Rappaport    5.00 

Dec.       17,     Max  Raisin   5.00 

Dec.       18,     Simon  R.   Cohen    10.00 

Julius  Newman    5.00 

Dec.       19,     B.  M.   Kaplan    5.00 

B.  Sadler    5.00 

S.  Schulman    5.00 

Dec.       21.     Isaac  S.  Moses 5.00 

Dec.       26,     M.   G.   Solomon 5.00 

Dec.       29,     Israel  Aaron 5.00 

Dec.       30,     Max  Samfield  5.00 

1912. 

Jan.         5,     Alfred   G.  Moses 5.00 

Jan.         6.     Samuel  Koch   5.00 

Edward  N.  Calisch   5.00 

Jan.       10,     Theodore  F.  Joseph    5.00 

Jan.       15,     J.  H.  Kaplan   5.00 

M.   J.   Gries    5.00 

Jan.       16,     David  Blaustein    5.00 

Jan.       19,     Joseph  H.  Stolz  5.00 

L.  D.  Gross  5.00 

Jan.       24,     Joel  Blau    5.00 

Jan.      25,    M.  Lovitch   5.00 

Jan.       29,     M.  Sessler    , 5.00 

Feb.         6,     A.  L.  Levy 5.00 

Feb.         6,     Jacob    S.    Raisin 5.00 


50 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 


1912. 

Feb.  12,  Louis  Wolsey 5.00 

M.  Elkin 10.00 

Horace  J.  Wolf  5.00 

Feb.  13,  Victor  Caro  5.00 

Charles  S.  Levi  5.00 

Samuel  Schwarz  5.00 

Feb.  14,  M.  Lefkowits  5.00 

J.  Klein  5.00 

A.  L.  Weinstein  5.00 

Feb.       15,     M.   Newfield    5.00 

A.  P.  Drucker 5.00 

Feb.       16,     Abram   Simon    5.00 

Henry   Cohen    5.00 

B.  A.  Elzas 5.00 

Abraham  Brill    5.00 

Feb.  19,  J.  Z.  Lauterbach  5.00 

Feb.  20,  A.  Blum  5.00 

Feb.  21,  Pizer  W.  Jacobs  5.00 

Feb.  22,  A.  Spiegel  5.00 

Feb.  27,  Joseph  Blatt 5.00 

March  1,  E.  Gerechter 5.00 

March  2,  K.  "Kohler ." 5.00 

March  4,  Harry  Weiss 5.00 

March  5,  Marcus  Salzman  5.00 

March  7,  Louis  Witt  5.00 

March  8,  Mendel  Silber  5.00 

March  12,  Chas.  J.  Freund 5.00 

Louis  Stern  5.00 

March  13,  Julian  H.  Miller 5.00 

Win.  H.  Fineshriber  5.00 

March  14,  David  Rosenbaum  5.00 

Frederick  Braun  5.00 

March  15,  Emanuel  Schreiber 5.00 

Joseph  Silverman  10.00 

March  16,  M.  Spitz 5.00 

March  18,  Abraham  S.  Hirschberg 5.00 

March  19,  Frederick  Cohn  5.00 

March  23,  Jacob  H.  Landau 5.00 

March  25,  M.  Friedlander  5.00 

March  28,  Emil  W.  Leipziger  5.00 

March  29,  S.  H.  Bauer  5.00 

March  30,  C.  A.  Eubenstein 5.00 

Sol.   L.   Kory    5.00 


$900.00        $900.00 
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Tract   Finul. 
1911. 

June      17,     Max  Grief,  Baltimore,  Md $5.00 

Chas.  J.  Haas,  Memphis,  Tenn 5.00 

Jewish  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Galesburg,  111..  5.00 

Otto  Irving  Wise,  San  Francisco,  Cal 5.00 

Hugo  Hart-man,   Chicago,   111 5.00 

A.  L.  Blumenberg,  Kalamazoo,  Mich 5.00 

Bernard  Bernheim.  Louisville,  Ky 5.00 

Meyer   Hollander.    Baltimore.    Md 5.00 

Congregation   Anshe  Emeth.  Pino  Bluff.  Ark.  5.oo 

Mrs.   ('.    If.   Schwab.  Chicago.  Ill 5.00 

Max    Adler.    New   Haven,    C'onn 5.00 

Ralph   \V.   Mack,   Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

Louis  Schlesinger,  Newark,  N.  J 5.00 

Isidore   Wise,   Hartford,   Conn 5.00 

Braddock  Lodge,  Braddock,  Pa 5.00 

Phil.   Karpeles.  Milwaukee.   Wis 5.00 

June      22,     Indianapolis      Hebrew      Congregation,      In- 
dianapolis.  Ind. 10.00 

Congregation  Anshe  Cliesed.  Yicksburg.  Mi--.  10.00 

Morris    II.    Klorsheim.    Louisville.    Ky 5.00 

June      23.     .!.    Walter    Fn  il.erg.    Cincinnati,    () 10.00 

(Justave    Kreiind.  Chicago.    Ill 5.00 

Leo  Pfeifer,  Little   Rock.   Ark 5.00 

Mt.  Sinai  Congregation.  Sioux  City,  la 5.00 

July      17,     Congregation    Bnai    Yehudah,    Kansas    City. 

Mo 25.00 

Aug.        7,     Temple  Sinai,  New  Orleans,  La 10.00 

Congregation   Rodeph   Shalom.   Philadelphia. 

Pa 25.00 

Congregation      Temple     de      Tfirsrh.     Seattle, 

Wash 5.0H 

M.    Pollasky,  Alma.  Mich .* 5.00 

Leopold  Freiburger.   Fort  Wayne,  Ind 25.00 

Aug.      22,     Congregation  Shomer  Emunim,  Toledo,  O.  .  5.00 

Aug.      28,     Max   Lewinthal,    Brookhaven,    Miss 2.00 

Sept.       8,     Benjamin  Haas.  Hartford,  Conn 5.00 

Sept.     26,     J.  S.  Levi,  Kokomo,  Ind 5.00 

Wm.  Stix,  St.  Louis,  Mo 5.00 

Ferdinand  Westheimer,  St.  Joseph,  Mo 5.00 

S.  W.  Rosendale.  Albany,  N.  Y 5.00 

Louis  Plant,   Newark.   N.   J 5.00 

J.  LaSalle,  Toledo,  0 5.00 

Leon  Baer,  Vicksburg.  Miss 5.00 
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Maurice  Joseph,  Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

M.  M.  Fenstmann,  Saranac  Lake,  N.  Y . .  . .  5.00 

Sol.  Fox,  Cincinnati,  O 5.00 

J.  U.  Jackson,  Indianapolis,  Ind 5.00 

Sept.     28,     Henry  Levy,  Louisville,  Ky 5.00 

Oct.         5,     Isidore  Sobel,    Erie,  Pa 5.00 

Oct.       11,     Mrs.    Dr.    Frank,    Baltimore,    Md 5.00 

A.    Hirschheimer,   La   Crosse,   Wis 10.00 

Congregation,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind 10.00 

Albert  Hessberg,  Albany,  N.  Y 5.00 

Oct.       18,     Silverberg  Bros.     Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y 5.00 

Julius  Davidson,  Kansas  City,  Mo 5.00 

Nov.        2,     S.  E.  Ranch,  Indianapolis,  Ind 5.00 

Nov.      17,     Congregation   Beth   Israel,   Hartford,    Conn.  10.00 

Bernard  Ginsburg,  Detroit,  Mich 5.00 

Dec.         7,     M.   Pollasky,   Alma,   Mich    5.00 

M.  L.  Potash,  Victoria,  Texas, 2.50 

Dec.         8,     W.  H.  Cohn,  Pittsburg,  Pa 5.00 

Dec.       20,     B.  Mahler,  Cleveland,  0 5.00 

Dec.       21,     Isaac  G.  Haas,  Cleveland,  0 5.00 

Philip  Stein,  Chicago   5.00 

Marcus  Rauh,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 10.00 

Dec.       24,     Martin  A.  Marks,  Cleveland,  0 5.00 

1912. 

Jan.         3,     Morris  J.   Freiberg,   Cincinnati,    0 10.00 

Jan.       11,     Isaac  Bloom,  Cincinnati,  0 1.00 

Mrs.  L.   Urbansky,   Felicity,   0 1.00 

G.   Stern,  Marcellus,   Mich 3.00 

Rosenbaum  Bros.,   Cumberland,  Md 5.00 

Feb.         6,     Mrs.   L.   Goldsmith,   Chicago,   111 1.00 

Feb.       27,     I.   W.   Bernheim,   Louisville,   Ky 50.00 

March     4,     Aaron   Hahn,    Cleveland,    0 5.00 

March     8,     Baltimore  Hebrew  Congregation 5.00 

March  13,     I.   Sulzbacher,   Steubenville,   0 5.00 

S.   Freiberg,   Cincinnati,   0 5.00 

David  Sommers,  St.  Louis,  Mo 5.00 

March  14,     A.  F.  Hartz,  Cleveland,  O 2.50 

Myron  S.  Liberman,  Utica,  N.  Y 2.00 

March  15,     Joseph  Strasburger,  Washington,   D.  C 5.00 

Joseph  Newberger,  Memphis,  Tenn 5.00 

M.  Oettinger,  Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

M.  Goldenberg,  Baltimore,  Md 5.00 

A.  W.  Goldsmith,  Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

Leopold   Keiser,   Buffalo,   N.   Y 5.00 
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1912. 
March  16, 


March  18, 
March  19, 

March  21, 
March  23, 

March  25, 


April       1, 


Leo  Fox,  Chicago,  111 

Elise  Neidlinger,  Galesburg,  III 

Moses  Schoenberg,  St.  Louis,  Mo , 

Leo   Wolf,   Hammond,    Ind , 

Eugene  F.  Westheimer,  St.  Joseph,  Mo 
Jesse  D.  Oppenheimer,  San  Antonio,  Texas 
Mrs.  H.  Rosenberg,  Rochester,  N.  Y 

A.  Staab,  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

Michael    Bros.,    Louisiana,    Mo 

Lionel  N.  Jacobs,  Tucson,  Ariz , 

Temple  Beth  El,  Detroit,  Mich 

Dr.   Robert  Levy,    Denver^   Col 

E.   Lowenstein,  Memphis,  Tenn 

J.  K.  Hexter,  Dallas,  Texas 

Isaac  Weil,   Minneapolis,  Minn , 

Henry  Sonneborn,    Baltimore,   Md 

Congregation     Gemiluth     Chasodim,     Alex- 
andria, La 

Julius   Frank,   Cincinnati.    O 

S.  S.  Kiser,  Indianapolis,  Ind 

Mrs.  B.  Frankel,  Des  Moines,  la 

Michael   Furst,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

Samuel    Snellenberg,    Philadelphia,    Pa 

B.  Seelig,    Helena,    Ark 

Max  Eisenkramer,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.   (Bible 

Fund)    

Cash,  per  E.  Frisch,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark 

S.    Kaplan,    Sandusky,    O 


5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

.  10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

.  10.00 
2.50 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
2.50 

5.00 
2.00 
.       5.00 

$664.00        $664.00 


Publication  Fund. 


Sept. 

1, 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Company  , 

,  500.00 

Sept. 

18, 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Company  

,  300.00 

Sept. 

28, 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Company  , 

300.00 

Oct. 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Company  

500.00 

Nov. 

2, 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Company  , 

700.00 

Nov. 

17, 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Company  

600.00 

Dec. 

7, 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Company  

600.00 

Dec. 

13. 

Bloch 

Publishing 

Comoanv.  . 

.   600.00 

1912. 

Jan.       15,     Bloch   Publishing   Company 350.00 

Feb.       12,     Bloch   Publishing   Company 250.00 
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March     4,     Bloch    Publishing    Company 200.00 

March  30,     Bloch   Publishing    Company 336.56 

$5,486.56     $5,486.5(1 
Relief  Fund. 
1911. 

June      17,     Max   Grief,    Baltimore,    Md $5.00 

M.  M.  Hirsch,  Chicago,  111 5.00 

Chas.  J.  Haas,  Memphis,  Tenn 5.00 

Henry  Kahn,  Indianapolis,  Ind 5.00 

Jewish  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Galesburg,   111.  5.00 

L.  Z.  Morris,  Richmond,  Va 5.00 

Otto  Irving  Wise,  San  Francisco,  ('a  I 5.00 

Mrs.   L.    Kohns,    New    York 5.00 

Jacob  Roth,  Orange,  N.  J 5.00 

Hugo  Hartman,   Chicago,   111 5.00 

J.    Louis    Loch,    Lafayette,    Ind 5.00 

A.  L.  Blumenberg,  Kalamazoo,  Mich 5.00 

Bernard    Bernheim,    Louisville,    Ky 5.00 

Nat  Stone,  Milwaukee,  Wis 5.00 

Ladies'   Auxiliary,   Braddock,    Pa 5.00 

Meyer  Hollander,   Baltimore,   Md 5.00 

Julius  N.  Visanska,  Charleston,  S.  C 5.00 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Eisendrath,  Chicago,   111 5.00 

Abraham  Rothschild,  Newark,  N.  J 5.00 

A.    G.    Becker,    Chicago,    111 5.00 

Congregation  Anshe  Emeth,  Pine  Blurt'.  Ark.  10.00 

June      22,     Indianapolis      Hebrew       Congregation,      In- 
dianapolis, Ind 15.00 

Congregation      Anshe      Chesed,      Vicksburg, 

Miss 20.00 

Congregation   Beth   El,    Helena,    Ark 2.00 

Morris   H.    Florsheim,   Louisville,   Ky 5.00 

June      23,     Gustav    Freund,    Chicago.    Ill 5.00 

Leo  Pfeifer,  Little  Rock,   Aik . 5.00 

M,   Adler   &   Co.,   Birmingham,    Ala .  ...  5.00 

Sam  Haas,   Louisville,    Ky 5.00 

Mt.   Sinai   Congregation,   Sioux    City.    la....  5.00 

July      17,     Congregation    Bnai    Yehudah,     Kansas    City, 

Mo 25.00 

Aug.        7,     Temple  Sinai,  New  Orleans,  La ...........  25.00 

Congregation     Temple     de     Hirsch,     Seattle, 

Wash 10.00 

M.    Pollasky.    Alma,    Mich 5.00  ' 

Leopold  Freiburger,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind 5.00 
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1911. 

Aug.      22,     Congregation   Shomer   Einuuim,  Toledo,   O.  .  10.00 

Aug.      28,     Harry  New,  (  lex  "eland,   0 5.00 

Sept.     26,     Jonas    Weil,   Minneapolis,   Minn 5.00 

Toby  Rubovits,  Chicago,  111 5.00 

Simon  Hartnian,    Chicago,   111 5.00 

Adolph  Stein,  Chicago,  111 5.00 

Mark   Fleischman,   Detroit,   Mich 5.00 

J.  S.  Levi,  Kokonio,  Ind 5.00 

S.  M.  Schafer,  New  York,  X.  Y 5.00 

Win.  Stix,  St.  Louis,  Mo 5.00 

I.  N.  Trager,  Cincinnati,  O 5.00 

('has.   Bush,  Baltimore,   Md 5.00 

Albert  Wolf,  Philadelphia,   Pa 5.00 

Louis  Hammel,  Duluth,  Minn 5.00 

Sain  Altraayer,  Jacksonville,   Fla 5.00 

Sigmund  Joseph,    Cleveland,   0 5.00 

Wm.   Levy,   Baltimore,   Md 5.00 

Levy  Bros.,  Houston,  Texas 5.00 

Morris  Miller,  Milwaukee,  Wis 5.00 

Emil  Selig,  Philadelphia,   Pa 5.00 

F.  Kurzman,  Xew  York,  N.  Y 5.00 

Ferdinand   Westheimer,   St.   Joseph.   Mo....  5.00 

Morris  Loeb,  New  York,  N.  Y 5.00 

Chas.  Abeles,  Little  Rock,  Ark 10.00 

Threefoot  Bros.,  Meridian,  C'onn 5.00 

S.  W.  Rosendale,  Albany,  N.  Y 5.00 

Sam   Sternberger,   Memphis,    Term 5.00 

Sain  Kahn,  Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

Mrs.  Edna  B.   Fish,  Chicago,    111 5.00 

Maurice  Kahn,  Montgomery,  Ala 5.00 

Emil  S.  Levi,  New  York,  N.  Y 5.00 

Jewish  Congregation,  Louisiana,  Mo 5.00 

Sol   Fox,   Cincinnati,   0 5.00 

Elias   Greenbauni,   Chicago,   111 5.00 

Congregation  Bnai  Israel,  Little    R<u-k.   Ark.  5.00 

J.  U.  Jackson,  Indianapolis,   Ind 5.00 

Sept.     28,     S.  Grabfelder,  Philadelphia,   Pa 5.00 

.Max  Hertz,  Newark.   X.  J 5.00 

Isaac    Frank,    Pittsburgh,    Pa 5.00 

Henry   Fernberger,   Philadelphia,   Pa 5.00 

Oct.         5,     A.   Polsky,    Akron,    0 5.00 

Joseph    Fox,   Hartford,   Conn 5.00 

Leopold  Stern,  New  York,  N.  Y 5.00 

Annie  R.  Loveyea,  Manning,  S.  C 5.00 

Simon    Straus,    Ligonier,    Ind 5.00 
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J.  Stolaroff ,  El   Paso,   Tex 2.00 

Max  Heavenrich,  Saginaw,  Mich 5.00 

G.  A.  Efrayamson,  Indianapolis,  Ind 5.00 

Oct.       11,     Mrs.  Dr.   Frank,  Baltimore,  Md 5.00 

Mrs.  Eva  Browarsky,  Chicago,  111 5.00 

Jacob  Snadig,  Chicago,  111 10.00 

A.  Hirschheimer,  La  Crosse,  Wis .  10.00 

J.  Broh,  Huntington,  W.  Va 5.00 

Oct.       15,     Felix  M.  Warburg,  New  York,  N.   Y 25.00 

Samuel  Froehlich,  Newark,  N.  J 5.00 

Dan  Lyons,  Kansas  City,  Mo 5.00 

Oct.       18,     Silverburg  Bros.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y...  ..  5.00 

Julius  Davidson,  Kansas  City,  Mo 5.00 

Max  Adler,  Milwaukee,  Wis 5.00 

Oct.       26,     Melvin  M.  Israel,   Charleston,  S.  C 5.00 

Adolf   Kraus,    Chicago,   111 5.00 

Nov.        2,     Morris  Krohngold,   Akron,   0 5.00 

S.  E.  Rauch,  Indianapolis,  Ind 5.00 

Nov.        6,     Charles  Wise,  Sioux  City,  la 5.00 

Nov.      17,     Bernard    Ginsburg,    Detroit,    Mich 5.00 

Mrs.    Isadore   Weil,    Montgomery,    Ala 5.00 

Dec.         8,     W.   H.   Cohn,   Pittsburgh,   Pa 5.00 

Dec.       20,     B.  Mahler,  Cleveland,  0 5.00 

Dec.       21,     Philip   Stein,   Chicago,   111 5.00 

Marcus  Rauh,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 10.00 

Dec.       27,     Carrie  S.  Freiler,  Chicago,  111 3.00 

1912. 

Jan.         2,     Jacob    Wurmser,    Chicago,   111 5.00 

H.  Weinstock,  San  Francisco,  Cal 5.00 

Jan.         3,     Morris  J.   Freiberg,   Cincinnati,   0 10.00 

Louis  I.  Aaron,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 5.00 

Cyrus  L.  Sulzberger,  New  York,  N.  Y 10.00 

Jan.       11,     Isaac    Bloom,    Cincinnati,    0 1.00 

Jacques  Loeb,  Montgomery,  Ala 5.00 

Feb.       27,     Isaac  W.  Bernheim,  Louisville,  Ky 50.00 

March     8,     Baltimore  Hebrew  Congregation,  Baltimore, 

Md 20.00 

March  13,     I.  Sulzbacher,  Steubenville,  0 5.00 

Sol.  H.   Freiberg,   Cincinnati,   O , 5.00 

March  14,     A.    F.   Hartz,   Cleveland,   0 2.50 

Joseph   Hays,   Cleveland,    0 5.00 

Bernard  Bernheim,  Louisville,  Ky 5.00 

Bernard  Bettmann,  Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

Myron  S.  Liberman,  Utica,  N.  Y 3.00 
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1912. 

March  15,     Joseph  Strasburger,   Washington,   D.   C. . . .  5.00 

B.   J.   Schuster,   Selma,   Ala 5.00 

Moses  Goldenberg,  Baltimore,  Md 5.00 

A.  W.  Goldsmith,  Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

Jacob  Straus,  Ligonier,  Ind 5.00 

Leopold   Keiser,  Buffalo,  N.   Y 5.00 

March  16,     Ben  Bear,  Decorah,   la 5.00 

Ludwig  Vogelstein,  New  York,  N.  Y 5.00 

Leo   Fox,   Chicago,   111 5.00 

Elise  Neidlinger,  Galesburg,  111 5.00 

Adam  Lessner,  Dayton,  0 5.00 

Moses  Schoenberg,  St.  Louis,  Mo 5.00 

B.  C.  Geisenberger,  Natchez,  Miss 10.00 

Eugene  F.  Westheimer,  St.  Joseph,  Mo 5.00 

Ben  Altheimer,  St.  Louis,  Mo 5.00 

H.    Rauh,    Indianapolis,    Ind 5.00 

March  18,     M.  Sonneborn,  Wheeling,  W.  Va 5.00 

Jesse  D.  Oppenheimer,  San  Antonio,   Tex . .  5.00 

L.  Lipstate,  Tyler,  Tex 5.00 

Harry  L.  Loewenberg,  Norfolk,  Va 5.00 

Oscar  Mandel,  Bloomington,  111 5.00 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Leymayer,  York,  Pa 5.00 

March  19,     A.   Staab,  Santa   Fe,  New  Mexico 5.00 

Michael  Bros.,  Louisiana,  Mo 2.00 

Lionel  M.  Jacobs,  Tucson,  Ariz 5.00 

March  23,     J.    K.    Hexter,    Dallas,   Tex 5.00 

Isaac  Weil,  Minneapolis,  Minn 5.00 

Leopold    Wineman,    Detroit,    Mich 5.00 

March  25,     Congregation    Gemiluth    Chasodim,    Alexan- 
dria, La 10.00 

Julius    Frank,   Cincinnati,    0 2.50 

Aaron   Waldheim,   St.  Louis,   Mo 5.00 

March  26,     J.  W.  Hellman,  San  Francisco,  Cal .  10.00 

March  27,     S.   J.  Strauss,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa 5.00 

Michael    Furst,    Brooklyn,    N.    Y 5.00 

March  29,     B.   Seelig,   Helena,   Ark 2.50 

$965.50        $965.50 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

General  Expense. 
1911. 

June      17,     George  Zepin    $20.67 

Starchroom    Publishing    Co 2.50 

Mailing  &   Advertising  Co 16.39 
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1911. 

A.    Guttmacher    13.70 

J.    Morgenstern    !>.:>."> 

Starchroom  Publishing  Co 7.50 

Ethel  Schloss    7.50 

Smith   Printing    Co 5.75 

Smith  Printing  Co 1.75 

Commercial  Printing  Co 7.50 

Ethel  Schloss   5.20 

E.    Frisch    32.73 

S.  Kosenthal  &  Co 12.00 

Adams  Printing  Co 7.65 

July      21,     E.    Frisch    58.00 

E.    Frisch    54.00 

Ethel    Schloss 8.25 

S.  Kosenthal  &  Co 1.00 

Stanchfield   &    Co.    .* 14.75 

Wm.    S.    Friedman    12.50 

A.    Guttmacher    1.50 

H.   Berkowitz 12.50 

Harry  Weiss    20.00 

Ethel    Schloss 13.25 

J.    Morgenstern    72.00 

Aug.        1,     I.    L.    Rypins    10.00 

Aug.      15,     F.   H.   Jones    8.55 

Langer    Printing    Co 9.50 

J.   G.  Mauser    24.00 

Sept.       1,     Langer    Printing   Co 2.50 

S.  E.  Tate  Printing  Co 37.50 

E.  Frisch 12.67 

Leland  B.   Case    145.00 

S.    Foster 21.09 

Sept.  18,  Publishers'  Printing  Co. 80.75 

J.  Morgenstern 22t  10 

Starchroom  Publishing  Co .  13.f>s 

Sept.     21,     Starchroom   Publishing  Co 23.00 

F.  H.  Jones   3.51 

Sept.     27,     Mailing  &  Advertising  C'o 6.56 

Langer  Printing  Co 3.00 

Oct.         3,     Leo   M.    Franklin    8.50 

May   &   Kreidler 2.75 

E.   C.  Walton    16.50 

H.  H.  Mayer 2.25 

H.  W.  Ettelson    4.00 

Oct.         6,     Solomon    Foster 17.!):: 

Oct.       30,     Central  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co 1  <>.<><) 
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1911. 

1'ul.lisIuTs'     Printing    Co 50.50 

M.    II.    Harris    2.25 

i '.Mitral   Trust  A:    Safe  Deposit  Co 1.00 

Guardian    Savings   &   Trust    Co 43.72        * 

Mailing    ^    Advertising   Co 6.56 

Edward   Kisch    22.40 

Dr.    G.    Deutsch    1.20 

Adele  Rosenfield    10.00 

George   Zepin    10.46 

A.    Guttmacher     7.50 

J.   D.   Eisensteiu    9.00 

May   &    Kreidler    37.25 

Nov.        2,     E.   E.   Morris    6.00 

Solomon    Foster     16.24 

Nov.      13,     George  Zepin    24.48 

J.    Morgenstern    5.00 

Nov.      17,     Hartog    Veld    10.00 

E.  E.  Morris  Co 3.25 

Dec.         8,     Solomon   Foster    24.45 

1912. 

Jan.         6,     Leo   M.    Franklin    25.00 

David  Marx    100.00 

A.  Guttmacher    12.00 

May   v.V    KreidltM1    5.50 

I. anger   Printing  Co 1.75 

Leo    M.    Franklin     * 4.90 

Solomon    Foster    30.20 

Jan.       15,     Joseph  Krauskopf    6.00 

Solomon  Foster    17.00 

Jan.       22.     Samuel    Sdmlman    10.55 

Feb.         1,     National  Surety  Co 12.50 

Feb.       15.     E.    Frisch     15.07 

E.   E.  Morris   Co 3.50 

Starchrooin  Publishing  ( '<• 2.50 

Simplex     Sy-1rm     Co (1.7.1 

Solomon    Fo^t.-r    20.98 

Feb.       26,     E.  C.  Walton    39.25 

Jacob  Singer    18.50 

H.    W.    Ettelson    18.50 

David  Marx    61.00 

Harry  H.  Mayer    114.00 

Leo    M.    Franklin    40.00 

I.    E.   Marcuson    18.00 

Foote,  Davies  Co .  747.59 
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1912. 


Langer   Printing   Co 1.75 

Leo   M.    Franklin    3.85 

E.  E.  Morris  Co 8.00 

F.  N.  Calisch   8.00 

Herbert  J.   Ezekiel 13.75 

March     4,     J.   Morgenstern    30.00 

March  11,  Edgar  Wiener  5.25 

Starchroom  Publishing  Co 36.77 

March  18,  Solomon  Foster  29.71 

May  &  Kreidler  6.50 

Starchroom  Publishing  Company  27.00 

George  Zepin  1 1.00 

April  2,  A.  Guttmacher 8.00 

J.  Morgenstern  23.74 

Mailing  &  Advertising  Co 9.44 

May  &  Kreidler  3.50 

Leo  M.  Franklin  5.83 

$2,764.07     $2,764.07 

Executive  Committee. 
1911. 

Oct.      30,     I.  L.  Rypins $20.00 

Jos.  Stolz   8.00 

Harry   H.    Mayer    21.00 

Leo.   M.   Franklin 8.50 

Wm.  Rosenau 22.00 

Solomon    Foster    29.00 

Nov.       2,     Ephraim  Frisch    22.80 

Nov.      13,     Samuel  Schulman   31.00 

Harry  Ettelson   27.30 

Dec.         8,     Moses  J.  Gries    11.75 

1912. 

Jan.         6,     Israel  Aaron    16.00 

$217.35       $217.35 

Publication. 
1911. 

July      21,     Publishers'  Printing  Co $70.75 

Sept.     18,     Publishers*  Printing  Co 119.60 

Publishers'  Printing  Co 227.88 

Publishers'  Printing  Co 57.15 

Oct.       30,     Publishers'  Printing  Co 355.56 
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1912. 

Jan.         6,    'Publishers'  Printing  Co 114.76 

Feb.       15,     Publishers'  Printing  Co 143.00 

Feb.       26,     Publishers'  Printing  Co 284.35 

April       2,     Publishers'  Printing  Co 74.48 


$1,447.53     $1,447.53 
Pensions. 
1911. 

June      17,     Pension    $25.00 

Pension 15.00 

July     21,    Pension    15.00 

Pension 25.00 

Aug.      15,     Pension    15.00 

Pension   25.00 

Sept.       1,     Pension    15.00 

Pension   25.00 

Pension   25.00 

Oct.         3,     Pension   25.00 

Pension    25.00 

Oct.        5,     Pension  15.00 

Oct.      30,     Pension   15.00 

Pension   25.00 

Pension   25.00 

Dec.        8,     Pension  15.00 

Pension   25.00 

Pension   25.00 

1912. 

Jan.         6,     Pension 15.00 

Pension    25.00 

Pension    25.00 

Feb.       15,     Pension 25.00 

Pension    25.00 

Pension   15.00 

March     4,     Pension  25.00 

Pension   25.00 

Pension    15.00 

April       2,     Pension 25.00 

Pension    25.00 

Pension    15.00 

$640.00        $640.00 
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SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 
Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  June  10,  1911,  as  per  report $25,627.69 

Dues 900.00 

Tract   Fund    664.00 

Publication  Fund 5,486.56 

Interest 763.75 

Relief  Fund    965.50 

Refunds,  7.56 


Total    Receipts    $34,415.06  $34,415.0(1 


Disbursements. 

General  Expense • $2,764.07 

Executive  Committee 217.35 

Publications    1,447.53 

Pensions    640.00 

Purchase  of  Mortgage   25,000.00 


$30,068.95 

On   Hand  4,346.11 


$34,415.06     $34,415.06 

Statement  of  General  Fund. 
1911. 

June      10,     Balance    $4,996.09 

One-half  Dues    450.00 

One-half   Interest    381.87 

Entire  Publication 4,039.03 

Refunds  7.56 


$9,874.55         9,874.55 

Less: 

General   Expense    $2,764.07 

Executive  Committee    217.35 

Investment  Account    5,000.00 


$7,981.42         7,981.42 


Present    Hulance    $1,893.13       $1,893.13 

$9,874.55 
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titati'inrnt    of   If'-liff   /'iiinl. 

191V. 

June      10.     Balance    s^n. •_>;>*. in 

( )ne-half  Dues    450.00 

One-half  Interest   381.88 

Donations    .  965.50 


$22,055.48     $2-_ 
Less: 

Investment  Account   $20,000.00 

Pensions  040.00 


i)       20.i)4n.un 
Present  Balance    .  1.415.00 


$22,055.58       $1,415.48 
Statement  of  Interest  Account. 
1912. 

Jan.         6,     Guardian  Savings   &    Trust  Co..   Cleveland $500.96 

Jan.          8.     German- American    Bank.    Detroit     4.23 

April        1.     Guardian  Savings  vS:   Trust   Co..  Cleveland 258.56 


$703.75 

Sfnt i' nit  nt    of    Tinct     f-'llinl. 

1911. 

June      10,     Balance    $373.50 

Donations    .  664.00 


$1,037.50 

Summary  of  Funds. 
1912. 
April     14,     Balance-: 

General    Fund    $1,893.13 

Relief  Fund    1.415.4S 

Tract  Fund    .  1.H37.50 


$4.346,11 

Distribution  of  Funds. 
1912. 

April       4,     German- American  Bank.  Detroit    (Savings) $3,500.00 

German-American    Bank,   Detroit    (Commercial)..  846.11 


$4,346.11 
Mortgage    $25,000.00 


Total  Resources    $29,346.1 1 
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DETAILED  ITEMS   OF  SUPPLEMENTAL   REPORT   OF  TREASURER 

FROM   APRIL   5TH   TO    HTH,  1912. 

RECEIPTS. 

Dues. 

April     14,     David  Lefkowitz   $5.00 

L.  Mendoza 10.00 

April       5,     Joseph  Kornfeld 5.00 

April       6,    B.  C.  Ehrenreich   10.00 

George  Fox   . 5.00 

April       8,     Moise  Bergman   5.00 

April      9     A.   S.   Isaacs    5.00 

I.  Lewinthal 5.00 

April     10,     Wm.  Loewenberg    10.00 

April     12,     Wm.  Rice 5.00 

April     14,     M.  P.  Jacobson   15.00 


$80.00       $80.00 
Relief  Fund. 

April  8,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Bloomingdale,  New  York $5.00 

Temple  Emanu-El,  New  York  200.00 

April  11,  Joseph  Cohen,  New  Orleans,  La 5.00 

B.  Flesher,  Denver,  Col 5.00 

$215.00     $215.00 
Tract  Fund. 

April      8,     Temple  Emanu-El,  New  York $50.00 

Isidor  Cohen,  Sacramento,  Cal 5.00 

$55.00      $55.00 


Total  Receipts $350.00 

DlSBUESEMENTS. 

General  Expense. 

April  10,  J.  Leonard  Levy  $17.50 

Edgar  Wiener 8.50 

Solomon  Foster 33.16 

Foote,  Davies  Co 1.00 

April  14,  Tiernan  Dart  Co 116.47 

I.  Aaron  .  30.00 
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i 

H.  Berkowitz    3.50 

Adams   Printing   Co 3.25 

C.  H.  James  Co 2.50 

M.  A.  Meyer    5.00 

Solomon  Foster  10.13 


$231.01 
Publication  Expense. 

Publishers'  Printing  Co 37.50 


$268.51     $268.51 

SUIM'LKMENTAL  REPORT   OF   TREASCK'KR   PROM 
APRIL  5Tii  TO  UTH,   1912. 

Since  the  closing  of  the  books  011  April  4th,  we  have  received 
in  dues  $65,  donations  to  the  Relief  Fund  $215,  and  to  the  Tract 
Fund  $55.  Up  to  date  170  members  are  paid  in  full,  20  owe 
for  one  year  and  12  for  two  years.  It  should  perhaps  be  men- 
tioned that  of  the  amount  reported  as  having  been  contributed 
to  the  Relief  and  Tract  Funds  since  the  closing  of  the  books, 
the  largest  donation  comes  from  Temple  Emanu-El  of  New  York, 
which  generously  contributed  the  sums  of  $200  to  our  Relief 
Fund  and  $50  to  the  Tract  Fund.  This  is  an  example  which 
we  trust  many  other  Congregations  will  follow.  Since  the  clos- 
ing of  the  books,  we  have  also  had  expenses  amounting  to  $231.01, 
all  of  which  is  chargeable  to  the  General  Fund,  leaving  a  total 
increase  in  our  resources,  above  that  reported,  of  $81.49,  or  a 
grand  total  of  resources  as  of  this  day  and  date,  $29,427.60. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEO  M.  FRANKLIN. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  Rabbi  Leo  M.  Franklin,  was 
received,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Auditing  Commit- 
tee. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Religions  Work  in  Univer- 
sities was  presented  by  Chairman  Rabbi  Edward  X.  Calisch. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RELIGIOUS  WORK 
IN    THE    UNIVERSITIES. 

To  the  President  and  Members  C.  C.  A.  R.: 

BRETHREN:  Your  Committee  on  Religious  Work  in  the  Uni- 
versities begs  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

It  has  been  the  effort  of  your  Committee  not  only  to  acquire 
information  relative  to  such  activity,  where  it  already  existed, 
but  also  to  stimulate  and  encourage  it  where  it  did  not  exist. 

The  Committee  regrets  that  the  information  is  not  as  com- 
plete as  it  might  be,  for  the  reason  that  many  of  the  Rabbis  did 
not  answer  the  questionnaire  sent  to  them.  Two  hundred  letters 
were  sent  out.  Eighty-one  replies  were  received  This  is  less 
than  50  per  cent.  Of  the  eighty-one  replies  received,  fifty-one 
reported  the  presence,  thirty  the  absence,  of  colleges  or  univer- 
sities in  their  city  or  neighborhood. 

It  may  be  stated  at  the  outstart  that  the  case  of  the  Jewish 
students  at  the  various  higher  institutions  of  learning  through- 
out the  country  is  not  as  deplorable,  from  a  religious  standpoint, 
as  has  been  generally  assumed.  From  the  information  given  in 
the  fifty-one  replies,  it  is  learned  that  in  these  colleges  the  Jewish 
students,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  amenable  to  religious  ap- 
proach and  encouragement.  They  received  the  overtures  of 
local  or  visiting  Rabbis  with  cordial  welcome  and  were  ready 
to  co-operate  with  them  to  the  extent  that  their  studies  per- 
mitted. Likewise  the  attitude  of  the  students  toward  each  other 
is  on  the  whole  friendly,  though  in  the  larger  colleges,  where  a 
greater  number  of  students  is  enrolled,  the  usual  lines  of  social 
demarcation  are  drawn. 

The  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  commending  those  brethren 
who,  in  addition  to  their  many  duties,  take  a  deep  interest  in 
this  work,  and  devote  time  and  attention  to  it. 

Incomplete  as  the  statistics  are,  yet  a  few  interesting  and 
significant  items  may  be  taken  from  them : 

(a)  Excepting  the  larger  universities,  such  as  Harvard,  Co- 
lumbia, etc.,  the  proportion  of  Jewish  students  to  the 
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total  number  enrolled  is  much  smaller  than  is  gen- 
erally believed. 

(b)  On  the  other  hand  the  number  of  Jewish  student  or- 

ganizations is  comparatively  large.  There  are  ten 
Menorah  Societies,  one  each  at  the  following  colleges : 
Harvard,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Chicago,  Texas. 
Johns  Hopkins,  Ann  Arbor,  Ohio  State,  The  City 
College  of  New  York,  and  Galveston.  There  are  an 
Ivrim  Society  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  a  Col- 
legiate Club  at  George  Washington  University,  a 
Jewish  Forum  at  the  Teachers '  College  of  New  York. 
Z.  B.  T.  Societies  at  Columbia  College,  at  Western 
Reserve,  and  at  Boston  University. 

(c)  Jewish  college  students  are,  as  a  rule,  ready  to  volun- 

teer for  social  settlement  work.  This  is  a  tendency 
that  should  be  encouraged.  Whether  the  motive 
be  a  religious  one,  or  not,  the  work  leads  to  a  deeper 
religious  enthusiasm  and  to  identification  with  re- 
ligious interests. 
Your  Committee  recommends: 

A.  An  extension  of  the  Menorah  Society  to  every  college 
where  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  Jewish  students  to  make 
it  possible.  The  Menorah  Society  stimulates  the  Jewish  con- 
sciousness and  serves  to  increase  the  knowledge  of  Judaism  along 
religious  and  historical  lines,  hence  should  receive  the  highest 
commendation.  It  also  acts  as  a  check  to  the  organization  of 
exclusively  Jewish  social  organizations.  Being  but  very  rarely 
admitted  to  the  Greek  letter  societies  at  colleges,  the  Jewish 
students  naturally  turn  to  the  formation  of  their  own  social 
organizations  along  the  lines  of  the  Greek  letter  societies. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  leading  educators  that  the  secret  social 
organizations,  known  as  "frats,"  are  not  helpful  to  students  in 
the  accomplishment  of  the  best  in  their  college  careers.  They 
have  been  abolished  in  many  high  schools  as  subversive  of  dis- 
cipline, study  and  the  democratic  spirit  that  should  pervade 
American  public  schools.  While  not  all  colleges  are  public  in- 
stitutions, in  the  sense  of  being  supported  by  the  state,  the  same 
objections  hold  good  with  regard  to  the  "frats"  among  them. 
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The  practically  universal  exclusion  of  Jewish  students  from 
these  societies  is  simply,  it  is  true,  a  manifestation  of  that  Anti- 
Semitic  feeling  that  in  America  takes  the  form  of  social  ostra- 
cism. It  is  something  that  we  have  not  the  right  or  the  means 
to  combat.  But  we  must  not  sanction  the  wrong  by  committing 
it  ourselves.  We  must  encourage  Jewish  student  organizations 
for  religious  and  intellectual  purposes  primarily,  and  not  for 
exclusively  social  activities. 

B.  Your  Committee  further  recommends  that  a  systematic 
effort  be  made  to  reach  our  Jewish  students.     The  efforts  of  the 
Rabbis,  commendable  as  they  are,  fall  far  short  of  the  actual 
needs  of  the  case.    They  are  at  best  sporadic  and  uncertain,  not 
through  the  fault  of  the  Rabbis,  but  because  of  the  nature  of 
conditions.     For  this  purpose  some  one  should  be  engaged  who 
can  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work.    It  need  not  necessarily  be 
a  Rabbi.     An  earnest,  well-informed  layman,  on  the  order  of  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary,  is  required,  one  who  can  visit  and  keep 
in  touch  with  a  number  of  colleges.     His  work  will  be  rather 
that  of  organization  and  stimulation  than  instruction. 

Your  Committee  suggests  that  this  should  be  taken  up  jointly 
by  the  Conference  and  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Con- 
gregations, and  be  made  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  Department 
of  Synagogue  extension  of  the  Union. 

C.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  Union  of  Ameri- 
can Hebrew  Congregations  be  requested  to  send  to  the  Jewish 
students  at  the  colleges  in  the  country  the  press  notices  of  the 
holidays,  the  holiday  sermon  pamphlets,  and  all  tract  literature 
issued  by  it  in  its  department  of  Synagogue  extension.     Rabbi 
George  Zepin,  Director  of  the  Department,  has  volunteered  to 
give  such  aid  as  lies  in  his  power. 

D.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  lecture  courses  on 
Biblical  and  Jewish  literature  and  history,  that  are  being  estab- 
lished  at   the   summer   schools   of  various   universities   by   the 
Jewish  Chautauqua  Society  and  Hebrew  Union  College,  be  en- 
couraged.    They  serve  to  dispel  much  ignorance  that  exists  re- 
garding Jewish  religion  and  history,  and  to  arouse  the  Jewish 
sense  in  the  Jewish  students  attending  these  schools. 

E.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  members  of  the 
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Conference  should  make  it  a  point  to  inform  their  respective 
congregations  as  to  these  movements  and  urge  them  to  give 
substantial  aid  and  encouragement. 

F.  Finally,  your  Committee  urges  upon  all  the  members 
of  the  Conference  the  importance  and  the  desirability  of  sup- 
porting this  work.  We  are  aware  of  the  manifold  calls  made 
upon  the  time  of  the  average  Rabbi.  But  there  is  no  call  that 
is  more  insistent  than  this.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
reach  our  young  people  at  college.  This  refers  to  young  women 
as  well  as  men.  They  should  be  invited  to  the  Synagogue,  to  the 
home,  to  the  >Seder  services,  to  participation  in  the  various 
communal  activities  and  local  organizations,  such  as  the  Junior 
Council. 

Most  of  them  are  away  from  home  influences  and  restraints. 
They  .are  often  lonesome  and  homesick.  At  a  critical  moment 
a  slight  push  in  either  direction  is  often  the  determining  im- 
pulse of  action  that  may  affect  the  whole  subsequent  career.  We 
should  be  ready  to  give  that  timely  impulse  for  the  right  direc- 
tion. It  may  mean  much  to  that  single  life  and  to  Judaism 
at  la  rye. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  ENGLANDER  (excepting  B), 

GEORGE  Fox, 

B.  A.  ELZ\>. 

T.  WARSAW, 

FREDERICK  COHEX. 

A.   HlRSCHBERG, 

SAMUEL  KOCH. 

HARRY  LEVI, 

EDWARD  N.  CALISCH,  Chairman. 

Upon  motion  the  report  was  received  and  discussed  as 
follows : 

Rabbi  Heller — I  move  that  this  report  be  handed  over  to 
a  special  committee,  to  be  reported  on  in  the  course  of  the 
Conference.  There  are  in  this  report  a  number  of  expressions 
to  which  the  Conference,  to  my  mind,  should  not  commit  it- 
self without  due  deliberation;  for  instance,  as  to  the  views 
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that  are  expressed  regarding  the  difference  between  the  high 
school  "frat"  and  the  college  "frat";  for  instance,  as  to  the 
views  expressed  regarding  the  nature  and  benefits  or  injuries 
of  the  university  or  college  "frat";  for  instance,  as  to  the  views 
expressed  as  to  the  attitude  that  the  Jew  ought  to  take  toward 
these  "frats/'  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  how  far  I  agree  or 
differ  with  the  statement,  and  for  my  part  I  should  like  to 
be  given  time  to  formulate  my  views;  and  certainly  the  Con- 
ference will  need  some  committee,  if  our  attitude  is  to  be 
expressed  on  this  action  of  the  regular  Committee,  to  consider 
the  report  further.  For  these  reasons  I  believe  it  is  better 
not  to  discuss  this  report  now,  but  rather  to  hand  it  over  for 
the  riper  and  the  more  deliberate  consideration  of  a  special 
committee  which  shall  come  in  later  with  its  recommendations 
based  on  this  report. 

Rabbi  Dr.  Philipson—I  should  like  to  say  I  am  also  in  favor 
of  deliberation,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  inasmuch  as  this  re- 
port has  been  handed  in  by  a  committee,  it  is  a  sort  of  reflection 
upon  the  Committee  to  refer  the  report  to  a  special  committee 
for  a  further  report.  If  the  Committee  will  not  consider  the 
action  a  reflection  upon  themselves,  I  will  be  glad  to  favor  the 
motion. 

Rabbi  Calisch — I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  consult 
with  the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  but  I  fully  agree  with 
Rabbi  Heller,  as  we  have  touched  upon  an  important  topic 
which,  I  think,  ought  to  be  fully  considered. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  report  to  a  special  committee  for 
investigation  was  carried.  The  Chair  appointed  Philipson, 
Chairman,  Berkowitz,  Calisch,  Enelow,  Heller,  Kornfeld  and 
Zepin.  For  report  of  special  committee  see  page  215. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sermonic  Literature  was  pre- 
sented by  Chairman,  Rabbi  Samuel  Hirschberg. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SERMONIC 

LITERATURE. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members,  Central  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis: 

GENTLEMEN:  Your  Committee  on  Sermonic  Literature  re- 
ports that  it  compiled  and  issued,  in  ample  season  for  the  Fall 
high  holy  days,  the  customary  pamphlet  of  six  sermons,  to  serve 
the  purpose  of  religious  edification  on  these  occasions  in  families 
throughout  the  country  and  in  small  communities,  who  are  with- 
out or  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ministrations  of  a  Rabbi. 
It  would  express  its  indebtedness,  in  all  due  appreciation,  to 
Rabbis  Bernard,  Ettleson,  Lyons,  Fox,  Zielonka  and  Bernard 
M.  Kaplan  for  their  contributions  to  this  pamphlet.  It  would 
again  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  excellent  service  ren- 
dered by  the  Department  of  Synagogue  Extension  of  the  U.  A. 
H.  C.  and  especially  by  its  devoted  and  efficient  Director,  Rabbi 
George  Zepin,  in  so  intelligently  and  helpfully  managing  the 
distribution  of  the  pamphlets.  The  Committee  was  thus  en- 
abled to  reach  with  the  similar  and,  if  possible,  with  an  even 
greater  success  than  the  year  previous,  the  persons  whom  this 
literature  is  designed  primarily  to  benefit.  It  would  accordingly 
recommend  that  the  Conference  solicit  the  continued  co-opera- 
tion, so  valuable  to  it,  of  the  Department  of  Synagogue  Exten- 
sion and  its  Director  in  the  work  of  distributing  the  Holiday 
Pamphlet. 

During  the  year,  two  contributions  to  the  Sermon  Fund 
were  received,  through  the  Department  of  Synagogue  Extension, 
from  Mr.  G.  Stern,  of  Marcellus,  Mich.,  and  Mrs.  Louis  Urban- 
sky,  of  Felicity,  Ohio.  The  contributions  were  duly  transmitted 
to  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  HIRSCHBERG,  Chairman, 
M.  FRIEDLANDER. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was,  upon  motion,  received 
and  adopted.  See  page  133  for  further  discussion. 
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Report  of  the  Board  of  Arbitration  was  presented  by  the 
Chairman,  Rabbi  Joseph  Stolz. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON  ARBITRATION. 

BALTIMORE,  MD.,  April  14,  1912. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  Central  Conference  of  Ameri- 
can Rabbis: 

Your  Committee  on  Arbitration  is  again  happy  to  report  that 
the  relationship  between  our  members  and  their  respective  con- 
gregations is  so  harmonious  that  during  the  past  year  not  a 
single  official  request  was  made  for  the  services  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  arbitrating  or  adjudicating  any  diffi- 
culties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)          JOSEPH  STOLZ,  Chairman, 

TOBIAS   SCHANFARBER. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Relief  was  presented  by 
the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Joseph  Stolz. 

REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE    ON   RELIEF. 

BALTIMORE,  April  14,  1912. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis : 

Your  Committee  on  Relief  begs  leave  to  report  that  during 
the  past  year  the  sum  of  $1,797.38  has  been  added  to  our  Relief 
Fund,  viz. :  $905.50  donation  from  Congregations  and  indi- 
viduals, $381.88  one-half  interest  on  investments,  and  $450,  one- 
half  interest  on  membership  dues. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  paying  a  pension  to  three  widows 
of  members,  amounting  altogether  to  $65  per  month.  After 
deducting  the  expenditure  of  $650  during  the  past  ten  months, 
we  now  have  in  our  Relief  Fund  the  sum  of  $21,415  invested  in 
New  York  mortgages  drawing  4^  per  cent,  interest. 

Although  we  have  not  during  this  fiscal  year  expended  upon 
our  pensioners  the  whole  amount  received  from  dues  and  in- 
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terest,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  presume  that  as  our  members  grow 
older  the  claims  upon  this-  fund  will  grow  more  urgent  and  more 
numerous,  and  we  should  provide  for  future  emergencies  by 
continuing  our  just  appeals  for  donations  and  bequests  to  this 
Fund,  as  well  as  providing  by  legislation  that  the  whole  of  the 
interest  upon  the  money  belonging  to  the  Relief  Fund  should 
be  transferred  to  this  account  and  not,  as  at  the  present  time, 
only  one-half  of  the  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)         JOSEPH  STOLZ,  Chuirnnm. 
ISAAC  L.  RYPINS. 

The  report  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Auditing 
Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Publication  Committee  was  presented  by 
the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Adolph  Guttmacher. 


REPORT    OF    PUBLICATION    COMMITTEE. 

To  the  President  and  M<  tubers  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis: 

GENTLEMEN:  The  Publication  Committee  begs  leave  to  sub- 
mit its  report,  covering  ten  months — June  1,  1911,  to  March  31, 
1912.  The  report  shows  a  slight  increase  in  the  sale  of  our  pub- 
lications. Since  our  last  meeting  tw^o  Institutions  and  five  Con- 
gregations have  introduced  our  prayer-book,  one  of  these  being 
the  Congregation  of  Kingston,  Jamaica,  Altogether  288  Con- 
gregations and  22  Institutions  are  using  the  Union  Prayer-book, 
of  which,  since  its  adoption,  123,358  copies  have  been  sold.  The 
new  edition  of  Vol.  II  of  the  prayer-book  is  in  press.  The  Com- 
mittee had  the  Hebrew  type  of  Vol.  II  repaired,  as  many  of  the 
letters  were  broken  and  vowel  points  were  missing.  Five  hun- 
dred copies  of  Vol.  I  and  Vol.  II  are  being  printed  on  Bible  pa- 
per. Some  of  these  printed  on  Bible  paper  are  in  the  way  of  an 
experiment,  to  be  bound  up  in  flexible  leather  binding.  They 
will  answer  the  general  demand  for  gifts  of  that  nature. 

The   republication    of   the    Sabbath    Evening   and   Morning 
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Services  has  again  proven  the  popularity  of  the  booklet.  Sev- 
enteen hundred  copies  have  been  sold  in  less  than  three  months. 

The  new  publication,  Personal  Prayers,  will  appear  within 
the  next  few  weeks.  The  delay  in  its  appearance  is  due  to  the 
electrotyping  of  the  text.  The  book  will  sell  for  25  cents  in  the 
ordinary -and  for  $1  in  the  limp  morocco  binding,  gilt  edged. 

The  Committee  does  not  find  it  practicable  to  recommend  the 
establishment  of  sub-agencies  for  the  sale  of  our  publications. 
Book  dealers  will  not  handle  our  books  at  the  discount  we  are 
willing  to  offer  them.  Those  who  wish  to  buy  our  books  know 
where  and  how  to  get  them.  The  Secretaries  and  Sextons  of 
Congregations  order  the  books  as  they  are  needed,  and  those 
who  do  not  belong  to  a  Congregation  can  get  them  through  any 
book  dealer.  In  this  connection,  we  desire  to  urge  again  that  the 
20  per  cent,  discount  be  only  allowed  when  five  or  more  books 
are  ordered  at  a  time. 

We  recommend  that  the  765  paper-bound  books  of  the  ' '  Ser- 
mons of  American  Rabbis"  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 

The  Committee,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  is  considering  the  publication  of  a  Hebrew 
Reader  for  our  religious  schools.  The  text  will  be  taken  from 
our  prayer-book  and  will  be  in  large  type. 

The  report  of  our  sales  agents,  which  is  appended,  has  been 
carefully  gone  over. 

Balance  due  to  Conference,  April  1st $559.09 

Stock  on  hand   1,817.80 

Cash  remitted 5,486.56 

Sales   5,380.62 

We  found  it  unnecessary  to  employ  an  expert  accountant. 
Rabbi  Krass,  a  member  of  the  Committee,  has  made  an  inven- 
tory of  the  stock  and  it  tallies  with  the  monthly  accounts  sent 
by  the  sales  agent  and  with  the  records  kept  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee.  Our  printers  do  not  print,  or  bind,  or  de- 
liver books  to  the  agents,  unless  by  written  order  of  the  Chair- 
man. 

Our  agents  have  paid  all  they  owe  up  to  February  1st,  and 
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they  are  thus  within  the  time  limit  allowed  by  the  Conference 
according  to  the  agreement. 

The  Committee,  finding  that  the  sale  and  handling  of  our 
publications  are  done  satisfactorily  and  in  a  businesslike  man- 
ner by  our  agents,  recommend  the  renewal  of  contract  for  one 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
NATHAN  KRASS, 
CHARLES  S.  LEVI. 
R.  GROSSMAN. 
I.  LANDMAN, 
A.  GUTTMACHER,  Chairman. 


BLOCH  PUBLISHING  Co. 

40  East  14th  St.  (Union  Square  South),  New  York. 

MARCH  30,  1912. 
Dr.  A.  Guttmacher,  Chairman  Publication  Committee  C.  C.  A.  R. 

DEAR  SIR  :  We  submit  herewith  our  report  covering  the 
months  June,  1911,  to  March,  1912,  both  inclusive,  a  period  of 
ten  months.  The  report  is  presented  two  months  earlier  than 
usual,  owing  to  the  fact  that  your  annual  meeting  takes  place, 
this  year,  in  April. 

Compared  with  the  corresponding  ten  months  of  the  previous 
fiscal  year,  the  total  sales  show  a  slight  increase  this  year. 

The  re-issue  of  the  Evening  and  Morning  Service  for  the 
Sabbath  has  contributed  to  the  sales  considerably.  Although 
the  new  edition  has  only  been  in  our  hands  for  about  three 
months,  nearly  1,700  copies  have  been  sold. 

There  has  also  been  a  slight  increase  this  year  in  the  sales 
of  the  Hagadah.  We  made  another  effort  to  interest  the  various 
members  of  the  Conference  in  the  sale  of  this  book,  but  only  a 
few  responded. 

Of  the  seven  institutions  that  introduced  the  prayer-book 
during  the  past  year,  four  discarded  other  rituals.  We  believe 
the  Kingston,  Jamaica,  Congregation  to  be  the  first  outside  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada  to  introduce  the  Union  Prayer 
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Book.  The  Oakland,  Cal.,  Congregation  introduced  Vol.  II,  with 
some  additional  prayers,  which  it  inserted  at  its  own  expense, 
as  the  Conference  does  not  supply  any  but  the  regular  prayer- 
book. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Publishers'  Printing  Co.  that  Vol. 
II  is  now  reprinting  and  that  the  sheets  will  be  ready  for  the 
bindery  by  the  middle  of  April.  We  shall  need  some  Vol.  II  in 
the  stiff  leather  and  flexible  morocco  bindings,  but  otherwise  there 
is  sufficient  stock  on  hand  to  see  us  through  until  the  Fall  holi- 
days. We  shall  submit  later -a  list  of  the  different  bindings 
which  should  be  prepared  by  August  15. 

A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  agencies  for  the  Conference 
publications  be  established  in  the  various  cities.  With  hardly 
an  exception,  every  Congregation  that  uses  the  Union  Prayer 
Book  orders  them  through  its  secretary  or  sexton,  and  hence  such 
party  acts  as  selling  agent.  If  there  is  any  Congregation  that 
desires  us  to  place  books  with  other  parties  in  their  cities,  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  do  so,  if  communicated  with,  provided  we 
can  induce  other  booksellers  to  handle  the  publications.  Here- 
tofore this  has  been  very  difficult,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
books  cannot  be  handled  at  a  profit,  unless  better  terms  are  al- 
lowed. 

We  again  suggest  that  the  usual  20  per  cent,  discount  to 
Congregations  or  their  representatives  be  allowed  only  when 
five  or  more  books  are  ordered  at  a  time.  Heretofore  we  have 
been  allowing  the  discount  even  on  a  single  copy,  but  if  no  re- 
duction were  allowed  on  less  than  five  copies,  we  believe  this 
will  induce  Congregations  to  keep  some  books  on  hand,  so  that 
their  members  can  be  promptly  supplied. 

We  would  call  your  attention  to  the  "Sermons  for  Ameri- 
can Rabbis,"  of  which  there  are  765,  paper  binding,  in  stock. 
Not  a  single  copy  was  sold  or  given  away  during  the  past  year. 
We  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  this  volume  be  put  on 
the  free  list,  so  it  can  be  given  to  various  students  and  rabbis 
who  could  make  good  use  of  same. 

We  take  this  occasion  to  thank  you,  your  Committee  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Conference,  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy 
extended  to  us  in  our  official  relations.  In  return,  we  have  en- 
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deavored  to  give  you  faithful  and  honest  service  and  on  which 
we  base  our  request  for  a  renewal  of  our  contract. 
Hoping  you  have  found  us  worthy  of  this,  we  arc. 
Respectfully  yours, 

BLOCH  PUBLISHING  Co., 

Bv  CHAS.  E.  BLOCH. 


EXHIBIT  A. 


BOOKS   RECEIVED   JUNE    1,    1911,   TO   APRIL    1,    1912. 


1911. 

June 

1, 

140  U.  P.   Books  I,  leather  

$1.05 

$156.4.") 

June 

1, 

100   U.  P.  Books  I,  flexible  

1.75 

175.00 

Aug. 

2. 

500  U.  P.  Books  II,  cloth  

70 

350.00 

Aug. 

17, 

503  U.  P.  Books  I,  cloth  

70 

352.10 

Aug. 

25, 

100  U.  P.  Books  I,  leather  

1.05 

105.00 

Avig. 

25, 

100  U.  P.  Books  I.  flexible  

1.75 

175.00 

Sept. 

t  . 

500  U.  P.  Books  II,  cloth  

70 

350.00 

Sept. 

7, 

100  U.  P.  Books  II,  leather  

1.05 

105.00 

Sept. 

7, 

260  U.  P.  Books  II,  cloth  

70 

182.00 

Sept. 

7, 

40  U.  P.  Books  II,  flexible  

1.75 

70.00 

Sept. 

11, 

500  U.   P.  Books  II,  cloth  

70 

350.00 

Sept. 

19, 

500  U.  P.  Books  I,  cloth  

70 

350.00 

Sept. 

19, 

:><)()  U.  P.  Books  II,  cloth  

70 

350.00 

Sept. 

25, 

475   r.   P.  Books  II,  cloth  

70 

332.50 

Nov. 

2, 

497  Union  Hvmnals    

30 

149.10 

Nov. 

8, 

481  U.  P.  Books  I,  cloth  

70 

336.70 

1912 

Jan. 

4, 

250  Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning 

Service       .17% 

43.75 

Jan. 

4, 

250  Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning 

Service       .17% 

43.75 

Jan. 

4, 

503  Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning 

Service       .17% 

88.03 

Jan. 

4, 

477  Week  Day  Service  

17% 

83.47 

Jan. 

27, 

500  Union  Hymnals  

30 

150.00 

Jan. 

31, 

14!)   U.  P.  Books  I.  leather  

1  .1.';! 

156.45 

Jan. 

31, 

100  V.  P.  Bonk*  T.  flexible  

1.75 

175.00 

Feb. 

19, 

500   Sabbath   Evening  and   Morning 

Service       .17  '- 

87.50 

March 

4, 

493  Union  Hagadah,  cloth  

17% 

86.28 

March 

19, 

500   Sabbath  Evening  and   Morning 

Service        .17% 

87.50 

Total    $4,890.58 

Stock  on  hand  May  31,    1911 2,307.85 

Grand  Total   $7,198.43 
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EXHIBIT  B. 

STOCK  INVENTORY  MARCH  30,   1912. 

123  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  cloth $  .70  $86.10 

168  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  leather 1.05  176.40 

3  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  morocco 1.40  4.20 

81  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  flexible 1.75  141.75 

282  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  cloth 70  197.40 

299  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  leather 1.05  313.95 

113  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  morocco 1.40  158.20 

31  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  flexible 1.75  54.25 

486  Union  Hymnal  30  145.80 

580  Week  Day  Service  17%  101.50 

370  Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning  Service 17%  64.75 

36  Union  Hagadah,  cloth  17%  6.30 

345  Union  Hagadah,  cloth  gilt 32  110.40 

149  Union  Hagadah,  limp  leather 40  59.60 

7  Sermons  of  American  Rabbis,  cloth 85  5.95 

765  Sermons  of  American  Rabbis,  paper 25  191.25 


Total    $1,817.80 

EXHIBIT  C. 

SALES   FROM   JUNE    1,    1911,   TO   MARCH   30,    1912. 

1,834  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  cloth $  .70  $1,283.80 

300  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  leather 1.05  315.00 

8  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  morocco 1.40  11.20 

235  Union  Prayer  Books  I,  flexible 1.75  411.25 

2,723  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  cloth 70  1,906.10 

312  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  leather 1.05  327.60 

31  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  morocco 1.40  43.40 

188  Union  Prayer  Books  II,  flexible 1.75  329.00 

1,687  Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning  Service 17%  295.23 

164  Week  Day  Service    17%  28.70 

906  Union  Hymnal    30  271.80 

857  Union  Hagadah,  cloth    17%  149.97 

6  Union  Hagadah,  cloth  gilt 32  1.92 

12  Union  Hagadah,  limp  leather    40  4.80 

I  Sermons  of  American  Rabbis,  cloth 85  .85 



Total        $5,380.62 
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EXHIBIT  D. 

MONTHLY  SALES. 

1911. 

June    $276.53 

July 110.75 

August    662.90 

September    2,560.15 

September,  additional    4.20 

October   373.00 

November 244.30 

December 164.10 

1912. 

January 424.73 

February  176.57 

March  .  383.39 


Total $5,380.62 

Balance  due  from  June   1,   1911 841.88 


Grand  Total    $6,222.50 

REMITTANCES. 

1911. 

July  5 $250.00 

August  30 500.00 

September  15   300.00 

September  26   300.00 

October   12    500.00 

October  28    700.00 

November  11    600.00 

November  25    600.00 

December  11   600.00 

1912. 

January    11    350.00 

February  9    250.00 

March  2   200.00 

March  30    .  336.56 


Total  : $5,486.56 

Charged  to  Conference   (Exhibit  F) 175.99 


Grand  Total $5,662.55 
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EXHIBIT  E. 

SUMMARY. 

Balance  due  Conference  June   1,    1911 .$841.88 

Value  of  books  received,  etc.    (see  Exhibit  A) 7,198.43 


$8,040.31 

Stock  on  hand  (Exhibit  B) $1,817.80 

Cash  remittances    (Exhibit  D) 5,486.56 

Charged  to  Conference  (Exhibit  F)  .  175.99 


$7,480.35 

Balance  due   $559.90 

Above  balance  represents   s;ilcs   for    Kobniary  and  March. 


BOOKS,  ETC.,  CHARGED  TO  THE   CENTRAL  CONFERENCE   OF 

AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

The  following  items  consist  of  books  sent  out  on  orders  from  the  Con- 
ference.   Everything  is  charged  to  the  Conference  at  the  actual  cost. 

1911. 

June        9,     1  set  U.  P.  Books,  cloth $1.40 

1  Union  Hagadah 18 

1  lot  Tracts,  etc.,  postage 40 

To  I.  Jacobs,  Melbourne.  Australia.  $1.98 

June      10,     Rebate  on  108  U.  P.  Books,  leather 15         16.20 

To  Cleveland  Jewish  Orphan  Asylum. 
June      30,     Postage  on  Year  Books,  Tracts,  etc.,  from  June  11  to 

June  30   6.9 1 

July        5,     45   Sabbath    Evening  and    .Morning   Service..        .17%  7.88 

To  Manhattan  Hospital,  New  York. 
25  Week  Day  Service    17%  4.38 

To  Craig  Colony.  Sonyea,  N.  Y. 
25  Week  Day  Service 17y2  4.37 

To  State  Hospital,  Binghamton,   N.  Y. 

Expressage  on  above  3  shipments 1.05 

July      12,     1   Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning  Service 17 

2  Year  Books.     Postage    21 

To  Rabbi  S.  Foster,  Pine  Hill,  N.  Y.  .38 
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Aug.      28,     4  U.  P.  Books  II,  cloth 70  2.80 

6  U.  P.  Books  II,  leather 1.05  6.30 

Expressage  .75 

To  Miss  J.  Mendelsohn,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  0.85 

Sept.     12,     18  U.  P.  Books  II,  cloth 70     12.60 

Expressage  .!'•'> 

To  Dr.  M.  A.  Meyer,  San  Francisco.  C'al.  13.55 

Sept.     22,     60  U.  P.  Books,  cloth 70     42.00 

25  Union  Hymnals 30       7.50 

To  Home  for  Jewish  Friendless,  Chicago.  49.50 

Sept.     30,     Postage  on  Tracts,  etc.,  from  Sept.   11   to  Sept.  30..  3.49 

Oct.       31,     Postage  on  Year  Books,  etc.,  from  Oct.  11  to  Oct.  31.  .  1.66 

Nov.      29,     Postage  on  Year  Books,  Tracts,  etc.,  from   Nov.  3  to 

Nov.  29 3.70 

Dec.       30.     Postage  on  Year  Books,  Tracts,  etc.,  from  Dec.  6  to 

Dec.  30   1.72 

1912. 

Feb.         2,     25  Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning  Service  .17%  4.38 

15  Union  Hymnals 30  4.50 

Expressage .65 

To  Rabbi  H.  J.  Wolf,  Rochester.  X.  Y.  9.53 

Feb.       20,     Packing  and  mailing  181  Year  Books,  1911 21.72 

Rabbi  Foster's  list  of   Feb.   13.   1912. 

Feb.       21.     Packing  and  mailing  31  Year  Books,  1911 3.72 

Rabbi   Foster's  list  of  Feb.  20,  1912. 

March     1,     Postage  and  expressage  on  Year  Books,  Tracts,  etc.. 

from  Jan.  2  to  Feb.  28 5.60 

March  30,     Postage  and  expressage  on  Year  Books,  Tracts,  etc., 

from  March  2  to  March   30 .  .  8.80 


Total   $175.99 


EXHIBIT  G. 

NEW  CONGREGATIONS. 

The  Union  Prayer  Book  has  been  introduced  in  the  following  Congre- 
gations since  June  1,  1911: 

New  York  City.     Mount  Nebo  Congregation.     (Greenfield.) 

Oakland,  Cal.     (Vol.  II.) 

Greensboro,  N.  C. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association. 
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St.  Louis.     United  Hebrew  Congregation.     (Lipkind. ) 
New  York  City.    Manhattan  State  Hospital. 
Kingston,  Jamaica.     (Rabbi  Dobrin.) 

The  report  of  the  Publication  Committee  was  received  and 
after  the  following  discussion  was  referred  to  the  Auditing 
Committee. 

Rabbi  C.  S.  Levi — There  is  in  this  report  a  recommendation 
as  regards  the  issuing  of  a  text-book  in  Hebrew.  I  would  like 
to  know  whether  that  is  in  the  province  of  the  Committee,  un- 
less instructed  to  prepare  it  for  publication. 

Rabbi  Guttmacher — My  impression  is  that  the  Executive 
Committee  has  referred  this  matter  to  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee, as  to  the  advisability  of  publishing  a  Hebrew  Reader 
for  our  religious  schools,  and  this  matter  is  merely  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee.  No  final  action  has  been  taken. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern — I  think  I  can  throw  some  light  on  this 
question.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Executive  Committee 
to  issue  a  text-book  on  Hebrew  reading,  but  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee considered  the  advisability  of  publishing  a  part  of  the 
Prayer  Book,  in  such  form  as  to  be  suitable  for  instruction  in 
Hebrew  reading. 

Rabbi  Gries — The  Publication  Committee  is  now  making  a 
report  back  on  those  recommendations.  The  point  is  whether 
recommendations  of  this  character  should  not  be  referred  to  the 
Auditing  Committee. 

Rabbi  Kohler — There  is  no  expense  connected  with  it;  it  is 
merely  a  reprint. 

Rabbi  Levi — Has  the  Executive  Committee  the  authority 
to  originate  publications  of  a  Conference  without  instructions? 

Rabbi  Gries — The  Executive  Committee  has  the  right  to 
consider  such  things.  The  Publication  Committee  itself  could 
make  this  report  without  its  ever  having  come  before  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee.  If  there  be  no  objection,  it  is  referred  to 
the  Auditing  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Investments  was  presented 
by  the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Leo  M.  Franklin. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    INVESTMENTS. 

To  the  (.'(nfral  Conference  of  American  Rabbis: 

GENTLEMEN  :  Your  Committee  on  Investments  begs  leave  to 
report  as  follows: 

After  very  careful  thought  as  to  how  the  funds  of  the  Cou 
ference  might  be  invested  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Conference, 
and  at  the  same  time  yield  as  large  an  income  as  possible,  your 
committee  decided  that  it  was  essential  to  safeguard  the  prin- 
cipal at  a  comparatively  low  rate  of  interest,  even  though  se- 
curities might  be  purchased  which  would  net  a  higher  income. 
Accordingly,  your  Committee,  upon  the  recommendation  of  an 
eminent  and  trustworthy  financier,  purchased,  from  the  Title 
Guarantee  and  Investment  Company,  of  New  York,  a  five  per 
cent,  mortgage  on  a  four  story  new  apartment  house  of  the  bet- 
ter type,  situated  at  1409  Prospect  Avenue,  Bronx,  New  York. 
This  mortgage  is  guaranteed  by  the  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust 
Company  of  New  York,  to  whom,  for  the  guarantee,  we  pay 
one-half  per  cent.  Thus,  our  investment  nets  us  four  and  one 
half  per  cent.,  which,  considering  the  character  of  the  security 
that  we  have,  we  regard  as  eminently  satisfactory.  The  mort- 
gage runs  five  years.  We  feel  that  we  can  safely  tie  up  for  such 
period  this  amount  of  the  Conference  money  and  still  have 
enough  to  meet  all  possible  demands  that  may  be  made  upon  us. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEO  M.   FRANKLIN,   Chairman, 
SAMUEL  SCHULMAN, 
MOSES  J.  GRIES. 

On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  referred  to  Auditing- 
Committee. 

A  paper  on  ' '  The  Interest  of  American  Jewry  in  the  Judaism 
of  Distant  Lands'7  was  read  by  Professor  G.  Deutsch  (cf. 
Appendix  G). 

Rabbi  Kohler — We  are  all  highly  interested  in  the  very 
scholarly  paper  that  we  have  just  heard  read  by  one  who  is 
most  competent  to  speak  on  the  subject,  and  I  feel  that  tin- 
views  of  many  of  us  have  been  enlarged  by  the  suggestions 
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made  by  Professor  Deutsch;  but  there  are  a  number  of  de- 
batable matters,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  question  of  the 
Falashas,  concerning  whom  the  printed  statement  of  Rabbi 
Zepin  is  worthy  of  consideration.  It  is  but  fair  to  state  that 
the  paper  does  not  exhaust  the  subject.  There  is  a  number 
of  very  important  suggestions  and  propositions  in  Professor 
Deutsch  's  paper  that  deserve  especial  consideration  on  the  part 
of  a  committee. 

Rabbi  Heller  —  It  is  doubtful  in  my  mind  whether  the  paper 
just  read  should  be  -discussed  in  the  way  in  which  scholarly 
papers,  and  certainly  practical  papers,  have  usually  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  Conference.  I  do  not  know  just  how  the  Con- 
ference is  minded  on  this  subject,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  legitimate  to  ask  the  reader  of  the  paper  a  number 
of  questions  that  might  further  .elucidate  the  matter.  In  re- 
ferring to  the  state  of  things  in  Central  America,  he  failed 
to  refer  at  all  to  the  conditions  in  some  Central  American  states, 
such  as  Nicaragua  and  Guatemala,  which  contain  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Jews.  He  also  failed  to  refer  to  the  Jewish  conditions  in 
Jerusalem.  I  should  like  to  know  his  reasons  for  that. 

Rabbi  Rasin  —  I  want  also  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  Professor 
Deutsch  should  have  dwelt  on  the  problem  which  shortly  is 
to  arise  in  connection  with  the  settlement  in  Panama.  The 
Panama  canal  soon  will  be  opened,  and  we  have  quite  a  num- 
ber of  Jews  there,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  in  the  very  near 
future  we  will  have  a  considerable  Jewish  community,  and  this 
means  we  have  a  measure  of  work  right  at  our  own  door. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  paper  prepared  by 
Professor  Deutsch  be  received  with  thanks  and  printed  in  the 
Year-Book. 

The  report  of  the  Solicitation  Committee  was  then  read  by 
the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Julian  Morgenstern. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SOLICITATION  OF 

FUNDS. 


To  tl>'  I'nsiilt-Hl  and  Members  of  the  C.  C.  A.  R.: 

GENTLEMEN  :    The  report  of  your  Committee  on  Solicitation 
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of  Funds  covers  a  period  of  nine  months,  from  July  1,  1911,  to 
April  1,  1912.  The  activities  of  the  Committee,  as  described  in 
this  report,  are  by  no  means  indicative  of  the  work  to  be  done 
or  the  results  to  be  attained  in  a  complete  year.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  largest  number  of  contributions  to  our  Relief  and 
Tract  Funds  last  year  was  made  during  April  and  May,  no  ef- 
fort has  as  yet  been  made  to  collect  the  annual  contributions  fall- 
ing due  within  those  months.  This  work  will  be  undertaken 
immediately  after  the  close  of  this  Convention. 

Furthermore,  inasmuch  as  your  Committee  only  recently  sent 
out  a  second  appeal  to  individuals  and  congregations,  for  con- 
tributions to  the  two  funds,  and  returns  are  still  coming  in,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  work  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  is  by  no 
means  finished,  and  that  the  figures  here  given  represent  a  mere 
formal  closing  of  the  Treasurer's  books  on  April  1st,  rather  than 
a  presentation  of  the  complete  activities  and  accomplishments  of 
the  Committee  for  an  entire  year. 

It  has  hjeen  found  expedient  to  have  all  contributions  sent 
directly  to  the  Treasurer,  and  due  acknowledgment  made  by  him. 
Kor  this  reason  the  figures  herein  given  are  merely  borrowed 
from  his  report,  and  have  no  official  value  other  than  as  the 
liasis  for  sonic  general  statistics,  that  may  serve  to  provide  a 
perspective  of  the  activities  of  the  Committee  during  the  two 
years  of  its  existence. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  past  nine 
months'  work: 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

From  Individuals  From  Congregations 

Renewals     First  Payment  Renewals    First  Payment    Total 

Relief    $124.00             $554.50  $20.00           $65.00           $763.50 

Tract                           96.00                323.00  40.0n              459.00 


Total  collections    $1.222.50 

Total   expenditures    11)8.4(5 


Net  receipts    $1,024.04 
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Relief  Fund      Tract  Fund 

Total  receipts $763.50  $459.00 

Pro  rata  expense 99.23  99.23 


Net  receipts $664.27  $359.77 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIBERS. 
Relief  Fund. 

Individuals     Congregations         Total  Amount 

Old    79                      6                      85  $508.50 

New   (estimated)    100  700.00 


185  $1,208.50 

Tract  Fund. 

Old 61  5  66  $410.50 

New   (estimated)     55  325.00 


121                                 735.50 
\    

Grand   total    (estimated) $1,944.00 

Your  Committee  proposes  to  continue  its  work  during  t In- 
coming year  along-  the  lines  it  has  been  following  in  the  past, 
and  which  have  been  so  eminently  successful.  In  addition  thereto 
it  has  under  consideration  the  question  of  the  advisability  of 
suggesting  to  all  annual  subscribers  to  the  two  funds  the  pro- 
priety of  providing  for  the  Relief  and  Tract  work  of  the  Confer- 
ence in  their  wills.  It  recommends  to  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference that  they  bear  this  in  mind  whenever  opportunity  pre- 
sents. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SOLOMON  FOSTER, 

L.  M.  FRANKLIN, 

MOSES  J.  GRIES, 

MAX  HELLER, 

D.  PHILIPSON, 

JOSEPH  STOLZ, 

JULIAN  MORGENSTERN,  Chairman. 

The    report    was    received    and    referred    to    the    Auditing 
Committee. 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 


87 


CONTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  TRACT  AND  RELIEF  FUNDS 

OF  THE  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF 

AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

As  a  result  of  several  appeals,  the  following  contributions  from  indi- 
viduals and  Congregations  have  been  received  from  June  12,  1911,  to 
April  8,  1912. 

Annual.  Single. 

Name.  Place.  Tract.    Relief.     Tract.     Relief. 

Louis  I.  Aaron Pittsburgh,  Pa $5.00 

Victor  Abraham    Cincinnati,    O $2.50       $2.50 

Max   Adler    Milwaukee,  Wis 5.00 

Cong.    Gemilluth    Chaso- 
dim    Alexandria,   La. .       10.00       10.00 

Ben.    Altheimer    St.  Louis,  Mo 5.00 

Bam.    Altmayer    Jacksonville,  Fla 5.00 

Baltimore  Hebrew  Cong.  Baltimore,  Md 5.00       20.00 

Leon  Baer   Vicksburg,    Miss.         5.00 

Ben   Bear    Decorah,   la 5.00 

A.   G.   Becker    Chicago,    111. 

1.    W.    Bernheim    Louisville,    Ky. .. 

Bernhard   Bettmann    .  .  .  Cincinnati,    O.. 

Isaac  Bloom    Cincinnati,    0.  . . 

Mrs.   Jos.   B.    Blooming- 
dale    New    York    City 

J.   Broh    Huntington,  W. 

Va 

Mrs.  Eva  Browarsky    ..Chicago,    111 

Chas.    Bush    Baltimore,   Md... 

Cash,      per      Rabbi      E. 

Frisch    Pine   Bluff,   Ark. 

Cong.  Moses  Montefiore.  Chicago,    111 

Isidor  Cohen    Sacramento,   Cal. 

W.  H.  Cohn    Pittsburgh,    Pa.. 

Julius  Davidson    Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Temple  Beth-El    Detroit,   Mich.. . . 

G.    A.   Efroymson    Indianapolis,  Ind 

Mrs.   S.  J.  Eisendrath.  .Chicago,   111 

H.   Fellheimer    Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

M.  M.  Fenstman    Saranac  Lake, 

N.  Y 

Henry    Fernberger    Philadelphia,  Pa. 


5.00 

Ky... 
O.... 

50.00 

50.00 
5.00 

0.. 

1.00 

1.00 

5.00 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 


5.00 


5.00 


5.00 
5.00 
5.00 


10.00 


5.00 


5.00 
5.00 
5.00 


2.00 


5.00 


5.00 


5.00 


5.00 
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Name. 

Mrs.  Edna  B.  Fish. 
Mark   Fleischman    . 

B.    Flesher    

Jacob  L.  Fox 

Leo   Fox    

Sol.    Fox    

Mrs.  Dr.   Frank    

Isaac   Frank    

Julius   Frank    

Mrs.   B.   Frankel    

Maurice   J.    Freiberg 

Sol.   H.    Freiberg 

Sigmund  Freiberg    

Leopold  Freiburger 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Freiler 

Samuel  Froelich    , 

Cong.       Achduth       Ves 

holom    

Michael    Furst    

B.   C.   Geisenberger 

Bernard    Ginsburg    

Moses   Goldenberg    

A.  W.  Goldsmith   

Mrs.   L.   Goldsmith    .  .  . . 

S.    Grabfelder    

Elias  Greenbaum    

Benjamin  Haas 

Isaac  G.  Haas    

Aaron   Hahn    

Louis    Hammel    

Cong.   Beth  Israel 

Simon    Hartman    

A.   F.   Hartz 

Joseph  Hays   

Max  Heavenrich    

I.    W.   Hellman.  . 


Place. 

,  Chicago,    111 

.  Detroit,  Mich.  .  . 
.Denver,  Col.  .  . . 
,  Hartford,  Conn.. 

.Chicago,    111 

,  Cincinnati,    0. ... 

Baltimore,   Md. . . 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.. 
,  Cincinnati,  O. . . . 

Des  Moines,  la. . 
.  Cincinnati,  O. .  . . 
.  Cincinnati,  O. . .. 

Cincinnati,  0. ... 
.  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Chicago,    111 

.  Newark,  N.   J. . . 


Annual. 
Tract.    Belief. 


Single. 

Tract.     Relief. 
5.00 


5.00 
5.00 


5.00 
5.00 
5.00 


2.50 


5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
2.50 


10.00 


5.00 
5.00 


10.00 
5.00 

5.00 
3.00 


Max   Hertz 
Albert  Hessberg 
J.   K.   Hexter    .. 
A.   Hirshheimer 
Melvin  M.  Israel 
J.   U.   Jackson 


5.00 


5.00 


Ft.   Wayne,    Ind 10.00 

Brooklyn,  N.   Y..         5.00         5.00 

Natchez,   Miss 

Detroit,   Mich....         5.00         5.00 
Baltimore,   Md...         5.00         5.00 

Cincinnati,    0 5.00 

Chicago,   111.    . .  .         2.00 

Philadelphia,  Pa 5.00 

Chicago,    111 5.00 

Hartford,  Conn..  5.00 
Cleveland,  O. .  .  .  5.00 
Cleveland,  O. .  . .  5.00 

Duluth,    Minn 5.00 

Hartford,    Conn..       10.00 

Chicago,  111 5.00 

Cleveland,   0 2.50         2.50 

Cleveland,    0 5.00 

Saginaw,  Mich 5.00 

San  Francisco, 

Cal 

Newark,  N.  J 5.00 

Albany,  N.  Y 5.00 

Dallas,    Tex 5.00         5.00 

La    Crosse,    Wis.       10.00       10.00 

Charleston,  S.  C 5.00 

Indianapolis,  Ind.        5.00         5.00 


5.00 


10.00 


5.00 


10.00 
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Annual.  Single. 

Name.  Place.  Tract.    Relief.     Tract.     Relief. 

Lionel    M.    Jacobs Tucson,    Ariz....          5.00         5.00 

Maurice   Joseph    Cincinnati,    0....         o.int 

Sigmund   Joseph    Cleveland,    0 5.00 

Maurice  Kahn    Montgomery, 

Ala 5.00 

Sam  Kahn Cincinnati,  0 5.00 

S.  Kaplan    Sandusky,    0. ...         5.00 

Leopold    Keiser    Buffalo,   N.   Y...         5.00         5.00 

Sol.  S.  Kiser Indianapolis,  Ind    5.00 

A.  Klauber San   Diego,    Cal 5.00 

.Jos.   Kohn    New  Orleans,  La 5.00 

Adolf  Kraus    Chicago,    111 5.00 

Morris    Krohngold    Akron,    0 5.00 

F.   Kurzman    New  York  City 5.00 

Jacob    La    Salle Toledo,  0 5.00 

Mrs.  Mary  R.  Lehmayer.York,   Pa 5.00 

Adam   Lessner    Dayton,    0 5.00 

Emil    S.    Levi New   York   City 5.00 

J.   S.  Levi Kokomo,   Ind 5.00  5.00 

Levy   Bros Houston,  Tex 5.00 

Henry    Levy    Louisville,    Ky. . .         5.00 

Dr.    Robert    Levy Denver,   Col 5.00 

Wm.   Levy    Baltimore,    Md 5.00 

Max    Lewinthal    Brookhaven,  Miss 2.00 

Myron  S.  Liberman Utica,  Neb 2.00  3.00 

L.    Lipstate    Tyler,   Tex 5.00 

Cong.  B'nai  Israel    Little  Rock,  Ark 10.00 

•  Jacques   Loeb    Montgomery. 

Ala 5.00 

Prof.   Morris   Loeb New  York   City 5.00 

Harry    L.    Loewenberg.  .  Norfolk,    Va 5.00 

Miss  Annie  R.  Lory ea ..  Manning,  S.  C 5.00 

Jewish   Congregation    . .  .Louisiana,  Mo 5.00 

K.    Lowenstein    Memphis,    Tenn. .          5.00 

Dan  Lyons .Kansas  City,  Mo 5.00 

B.  Mahler    Cleveland,    O.    . .          5.00  5.00 

Oscar  Mandel    Bloomington,  111 5.00 

J.  and  M.  Mandelbaum .  Des  Moines,  la 10.00 

Martin  A.  Marks Cleveland,    0.    ..          5.00 

Michael   Bros Louisiana,  Mo. .  .          2.00  2.00 

Morris   Miller    Milwaukee,    Wis 5.00 

Elise  Neidlinger   Galesburg,  111.   ..         5.00  5.00 

Harry  New    Cleveland,   0 5.00 


90  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

Annual.  Single. 

Name.  Place.  Tract.    Relief.     Tract.     Relief. 

•Joseph   Newburger    Memphis,    Tenn. .         6.00 

Cong.    Ahavath    Chesed 

Shaar  Hashomayim . .  .New  York  City 25.00 

Temple   Emanuel    New  York   City 50.00     200.00 

Meyer    Oettinger    Cincinnati,  O.   ..          5.00 

Jesse  D.   Oppenheimer.  .San  Antonio, 

Tex 5.00         5.00 

Louis  Plaut Newark,    N.   J..         5.00 

M.    Pollasky    Alma,  Mich.    .  . .         5.00         5.00 

A.  Polsky    Akron,  0 5.00 

Henry  Rauh    Indianapolis,  Ind    5.00 

Marcus    Rauh    Pittsburgh,    Pa..        10.00       10.00 

Samuel  E.  Rauh   Indianapolis,  Ind.         5.00         5.00 

Rosenbaum   Bros Cumberland,  Md.         5.00 

Mrs.    Lena   Rosenberg.  ..Rochester,  N.  Y.         5.00 

Simon   W.   Rosendale. . .  Albany,   N.   Y.. . 5.00         5.00 

Toby  Rubovits    Chicago,  111 5.00 

S.  M.  Schafer   New  York   City 5.00 

Jacob   Schnadig    Chicago,    111.    .  .         5.00         5.00 

B.  J.  Schuster  Selma,  Ala 5.00 

B.  Seelig   Helena,    Ark 2.50        2.50 

Emil   Seelig    {Philadelphia,    Pa 5.00 

Moses  Shoenberg   St.    Louis,   Mo..         5.00         5.00 

Silberberg  Bros Niagara  Falls, 

N.   Y 5.00        5.00 

Samuel  Snellenberg   . .  .  .Philadelphia,    Pa.        5.00 

Isidore   Sobel    Erie,  Pa 5.00 

David   Sommers    St.   Louis,  Mo...         5.00 

Henry  Sonneborn    Baltimore,    Md...         5.00 

M.   Sonneborn    Wheeling,  W. 

Va 5.00 

A.  Staab    Santa  Fe,  N.  M 5.00        5.00 

Adolf  Stein  Chicago,    111. 5.00 

Philip  Stein   Chicago,    111.     ..         5.00        5.00 

G.  Stern Marcellus,    Mich.         3.00 

Leopold   Stern    New  York  City 5.00 

Leon    Sternberger    Memphis,    Tenn 5.00 

Wm.  Stix Bt.  Louis,  Mo 5.00         5.00 

Joseph   Strasburger    Washington. 

D.    C 5.00         5.00 

Jacob   Straus    Ligonier,  Ind 5.00 

Simon  Straus   Ligonier,  Ind 5.00 

B.  J.   Strauss Wilkesbarre,   Pa 5.00 
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> 

Annual.  Single. 

Name.  Place.  Tract.    Relief.     Tract.     Relief. 

I.    Sulzbacher ^teubenville,    O..          5.00         5.00 

Cyrus  L.  Sulzberger Xew   York   City.        10.00 

Threefoot   Bros Meridian.    Miss 5.00 

I.  Newton  Trager    Cincinnati,   0 5.00 

Mrs.  L.  Urbansky Felicity,  0 1.00 

Ludwig   Vogelstein    ....New  York   City 5.00 

Aaron  Waldheim   St.  Louis,  Mo 5.00 

Felix  M.  Warburg   Xew   York   City 25.00 

Isaac    Weil    Minneapolis, 

Minn 5.00         5.00 

Mrs.  Isidore  Weil    Montgomery, 

Ala 5.00 

Jonas   Weil    Minneapolis, 

Minn 5.00 

Harris    Weinstock    San  Francisco, 

Cal 5.00 

Eugene  F.   Westheimer . *St.  Joseph,  Mo..         5.00         5.00 
Ferdinand    Westheimer. .  St.   Joseph,  *Mo..         5.00         5.00 

Leopold  Wineman   Detroit,  Mich 5.00 

Chas.  Wise Sioux   City,   la 5.00 

Albert  Wolf  Philadelphia,  Pa 5.00 

Leo   Wolf    Hammond,    Ind. .         5.00 

Jacob  Wurmser    Chicago,  111 5.00 

Chas.  F.  Abeles Little  Rock,  Ark 10.00 

Max    Adler    Xew  Haven, 

Conn 5.00 

J.    Stolaroff    El   Paso,   Tex 2.00 

Washington       Hebrew 

Cong Washington, 

D.    C.  5.00       10.00 


$381.00  $588.00  $162.00  $385.00 

Tract  Fund.     Relief  Fund.     Total. 

Annual   Contributions    $381.00  $588.00       $969.00 

Single    Contributions    162.00  385.00         547.00 


Grand    Total    $543.00  $973.00    $1,516.00 
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SUNDAY  EVENING,  APRIL  14,  1912. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  the  Bolton  Street 
Temple,  with  President  Schulman  in  the  chair.  The  open  ing- 
prayer  was  delivered  by  Rabbi  Samuel  Goldenson. 

President  Schulman  read  his  message  (cf.  Appendix  A). 

The  President's  message  was  received  with  thanks  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  President's  Message. 

Rabbi  Kohler — I  move  that  the  Message,  which  I  feel  certain 
inspired  all  the  members  of  the  Conference,  should  be  received 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  Conference,  indeed,  by  acclama- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  President's  Message  was 
referred  to  Committee  on  President's  Message. 

Rabbi  Kohler — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  day,  so  full  of 
joy  and  pride  for  many  of  us,  is  a  day  of  sorrow  and  gloom 
for  a  member  of  our  Conference  -who  has  been  present  with  us. 
News  has  just  reached  us  of  the  death  of  the  beloved  wife  of 
our  honored  colleague,  Max  Landsberg.  The  report  naturally 
fills  all  his  friends  with  great  sorrow;  and  I  would  make  the 
motion,  Mr.  President,  that  we  pass  Resolutions  of  Condolence 
on  the  death  of  our  dear  friend. 

Rabbi  Schulman — We  have  heard  with  deep  sorrow  of  the 
great  loss  sustained  by  our  colleague  and  friend.  It  is  with 
a  keen  sense  of  personal  loss  that  we  have  heard  the  news  of 
the  passing  away  of  that  charming  personality,  of  that  intel- 
lectual woman,  who  did  so  much  good  on  behalf  of  the  cause 
of  Israel,  who  was  often  with  us  at  our  Conferences,  who  was 
once  a  hostess  of  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis ; 
and  it  was  most  appropriate  that  the  dear  friend  of  our  absent 
colleague  should  move  this  resolution,  and,  of  course,  there  can 
be  only  one  voice  in  the  matter.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  appoint  Rabbi  Kohler,  Rabbi  Moses  J.  Gries,  and  Rabbi 
Joseph  Stolz  to  send  an  appropriate  message  to  our  colleague. 
Rabbi  Landsberg. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  by  rising  vote  that  a  special  Com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  sympathy 
for  Rabbi  Max  Landsberg,  the  death  of  whose  beloved  wife 
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occurred  while  he  was  in  attendance  at  the  Conference.  Rabbis 
Kohler,  Gries  and  Stolz  were  appointed  as  the  Committee  with 
instructions  to  send  message  of  condolence  to  Rabbi  Landsberg. 
vSee  page  125  for  report.) 

Announcement  was  made  of  the  appointment  of  the  fol- 
lowing Committees: 

COMMITTEES. 

Pr<si<l<  t'f's  Message. — Philipson,  Chairman;  Deutsch,  Frank- 
lin, Friedman,  Gries,  Guttmacher,  Heller,  Kohler,  Rosenau, 
Schanfarber,  Simon,  J.  Stolz,  Krauskopf. 

dominations. — Berkowdtz,  Chairman ;  Currick,  Deinard, 
Kornfeld,  C.  S.  Levi,  M.  Lefkovits,  Lyons,  Marcuson,  Salzman, 
Zepin,  Solomon. 

I\<  solutions.  Marx.  Chairman;  Coffee,  Elzas,  Finshriber, 
Frank,  M.  Friedlander,  Goldenson,  H.  H.  Mayer,  M.  Raisin,  Ry- 
pins,  Spiegel,  J.  H.  Stolz,  L.  Grossman,  I.  S.  Moses. 

AHflitiny. — Q.  S.  Levi,  Chairman;  Fisher,  S.  Hirschberg,  F. 
A.  Levy.  Lovitch,  L.  Stern,  Marcuson. 

Manorial  Resolutions. — Calisch,  Chairman:  Baron,  F  round, 
A.  S.  Isaacs.  Jasin,  Mendoza,  Miller,  Silberfeld.  M.  M.  Feuerlichl. 
Harris. 

Thanks. — D.  Lefkowitz,  Chairman;  D.  Klein,  Gross,  Lowen- 
berg,  E.  Mannheimer,  Margolis,  Rice,  Sadler,  Schwartz  S.  Cohen. 

Press.— Rubenstein,  Chairman;  Bernstein,  Ettelson,  E. 
Mayer.  Singer,  Stern,  Krass. 

Spicinl  Committee  on  Calisch  Report. — Philipson,  Chairman  : 
Berkowitz,  Calisch,  Enelow,  Heller,  Kornfeld,  Zepin. 

On  Landslx')'!/  Resolutions. — Kohler,  Gries,  Stolz. 

On  Resolutions  on  Ethical  Instruction  in  the  Public  Schools. 
— Schulman,  Harris,  Heller,  Philipson,  Silverman. 

MEMORIAL  AND  CENTENAKY  ADDRESSES. 

I.  Hermann  Adler,  late  Chief  Rabbi  of  England,  by  Rabbi 
Abram  S.  Isaacs  (cf.  Appendix  E1). 

IT.  Liebman  Adler,  by  Rabbi  Tobias  Schanfarber  (cf.  Ap- 
pendix E2). 
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III.  Heineman  Vogelstein,  by  Rabbi  David  Philipson  (cf. 
Appendix  E3). 

Rabbi  Schulman — One  of  the  delights  of  my  life  was  to 
have  met,  some  three  years  ago,  while  abroad,  Rabbi  Heineman 
Vogelstein,  who  impressed  me  as  possessing  a  delightful,  sweet 
personality,  loving  and  lovable.  Vogelstein  was  a  man  who  at 
sixty-eight  or  sixty-nine  was  full  of  the  spirit  of  youth,  full  of 
love.  It  was  a  grand  inspiration  to  me  to  meet  this  man.  When 
I  heard  he  had  passed  away,  I  felt  that  he  ought  to  be  memorial- 
ized, and  who  more  appropriate  than  the  man  who  wrote  the 
history  of  the  reform  movement  in  Judaism,  so  I  have  asked 
Dr.  Philipson  to  speak  a  few  words  on  Doctor  Vogelstein. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Memorial  Addresses,  Kaddish  and 
Benediction  were  delivered  by  Rabbi  Joseph  Stolz. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  15,  1912. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  Madison  Avenue  Temple.  Presi- 
dent Schulman  in  the  chair.  Opening  Prayer^was  delivered  by 
Rabbi  Simon  R.  Cohen. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Social  and  Religious  Union 
was  presented  by  the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Isaac  Marcuson. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SOCIAL  AND  RELIGIOUS 

UNION,  C.  C.  A.  R. 

GENTLEMEN  :  It  was  about  twenty-five  years  ago  that  the 
churches  awoke  to  the  fact  that  the  people  were  drifting  away 
and  that  they  were  losing  their  hold  on  the  masses.  They  looked 
about  to  ascertain  the  cause.  They  found  that  the  desire  for 
distraction  and  so-called  worldly  pleasures  had  taken  a  hold  on 
the  people,  and  that  unless  new  methods  were  adopted  the  Church 
could  not  stop  the  change  which  was  taking  place  in  people's 
view  of  religion.  They  therefore  decided  to  give  them  that  for 
which  they  craved,  but  under  conditions  which  they  believed 
would  make  for  their  moral  and  spiritual  uplift.  From  the  tes- 
timony of  those  most  qualified  to  speak,  the  institutional  church 
did  not  accomplish  that  which  was  hoped  for  it.  A  recent  cen- 
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sus  showed  that  a  very  small  percent  represent  the  real  church 
membership,  and  further  proved  that  in  institutional  centers  the 
percent  was  no  larger.  Consequently,  there  has  been  a  change 
in  the  emphasis  laid  on  the  social  feature  in  the  church,  and  the 
word  has  taken  on  a  new  meaning.  The  communal  feature  is 
now  to  be  emphasized.  Give  our  men  and  women  something  to 
do  and  their  interest  in  the  church  will  revive. 

It  was  with  a  similar  thought  in  mind  that  your  committee 
framed  the  questionnaire  this  year.  Are  we  giving  our  men  and 
women  something  to  do  in  connection  with  the  Synagogue  work 
so  that  they  may  feel  that  they  are  part  of  the  activities  going 
on  under  its  guidance  or  supervision? 

A  short  time  ago  a  prominent  social  worker  made  the  claim 
that  those  most  interested  in  Jewish  social  work  and  most  active 
in  the  Jewish  settlements  were  not  at  all  interested  in  the  Syna- 
gogue— in  fact,  that  many  of  the  workers  were  not  Jews.  If  this 
were  true,  surely  the  Synagogue  is  at  fault  for  neglecting  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  for  enriching  the  life  of  its  members  by  work 
which  would  mean  much  for  all  enlisted. 

From  the  replies  to  the  questionnaire,  the  charge  is  evidently 
not  true.  Over  one  hundred  replies  were  received,  representing 
about  four-fifths  of  the  reformed  congregations  in  this  country. 
Only  two  report  non-Jewish  workers.  Five  report  that  those 
active  in  the  settlement  work  are  not  interested  in  the  Congre- 
gation and  its  activities.  In  a  vast  majority  of  cases  we  find  the 
Congregation  active  in  all  communal  work. 

The  reports  show  a  most  gratifying  condition  of  affairs  in 
nearly  every  community.  This  does  not  mean  that  the  time  has 
come  when  we  can  relax  our  energies — on  the  contrary,  now  that 
a  reaction  has  set  in,  it  will  be  more  necessary  to  try  and  ascer- 
tain the  cause  of  the  reawakened  interest  and  do  all  in  our  power 
to  intensify  it.  To  ascertain  this  cause  has  been  the  aim  of  your 
committee.  Wherever  there  has  been  a  renewal  of  interest  in 
the  Synagogue,  there  has  been  a  similar  revival  in  the  Home. 
Has  there  been  a  causal  relation  here?  A  renewed  interest  in 
the  lighting  of  the  candles  on  Friday  evening,  in  the  Seder,  in 
the  Chanukah  lights  seems  to  have  reacted  on  the  life  in  the 
Synagogue. 
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Most  marked  has  been  the  revival  of  Succoth.  The  building  of 
Tabernacles,  the  decorating  of  Temple  and  of  pulpit  has  at  last 
born  an  abundant  harvest.  Through  the  children,  the  parents 
are  again  being  awakened  to  an  interest  in  this  festival.  Only 
one  more  thing  is  needed,  and  that  is  to  bring  back  the  celebra- 
tion of  Succoth  into  the  home.  And  the  means  are  at  hand.  Our 
people  decorate  their  homes  with  holly  and  mistletoe.  Those 
who  have  tried,  find  that  they  are  equally  quick  to  respond  to 
the  suggestion  of  using  myrtle  and  willow  at  the  approach  of 
Succoth.  Have  your  Sunday-school  set  out  some  myrtle  ;m<l 
some  willows  on  your  Synagogue  grounds.  The  children  will 
feel  a  lasting  interest  in  the  fact  that  they  cannot  only  deco- 
rate their  Tabernacle  but  that  they  can  furnish  the  Congregation 
with  these  emblems  of  the  festival.  With  the  interest  of  the  chil- 
dren aroused,  it  will  soon  be  a  general  custom  in  the  community. 
If  it  only  takes  the  form  of  decorating  a  dining-room  mantel  or 
chandelier,  the  custom  will  soon  revive  the  home  observance  of 
Suecoth. 

Let  us  briefly  review  the  results  of  a  study  jof  the  replies. 
Six  Congregations  have  no  Friday  evening  services — nine  have 
discontinued  the  Sabbath  morning  service.  Twelve  report  Sun- 
day morning  services  or  lecture. 

Twenty-eight  close  during  the  summer  for  a  period  ranging 
from  six  weeks  to  three  months.  These  are  mostly  Southern 
cities,  where  the  majority  of  the  people  are  gone  from  home  dur- 
ing the  summer.  When  we  consider  that  75  per  cent,  of  our 
congregations  do  not  close,  we  think  that  it  bespeaks  an  interest 
that  is  commendable.  Now  we  come  to  what  we  believe  to  be 
the  most  crucial  part  of  the  survey — the  attendance  of  children 
at  the  services.  Only  sixteen  report  an  attendance  of  50  per 
cent.  The  majority  report  "very  few  attend/'  That  every  ef- 
fort must  be  made  along  this  line  is  evident.  Ten  report  a  spe- 
cial children's  service  before  the  regular  service,  but  we  believe 
that  this  service  does  more  harm  than  good.  It  draws  a  line  of 
demarcation  instead  of  awakening  in  the  children  a  sense  of 
responsibility  to  attend  the  regular  service.  A  few  have  con- 
verted the  regular  service  into  a  children's  service,  but  this  is 
only  practical  where  the  attendance  of  adults  is  small.  The  fear 
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of  our  Jewish  parents  that  their  children  may  be  overtaxed  by 
giving  up  Saturday  morning  also  would  be  amusing  were  it  not 
so  sad.  The  parents  must  be  made  to  realize  that  the  one  or  at 
most  two  hours  a  week  at  religious  school  is  not  enough  for  char- 
acter building,  and  that  what  we  need  more  than  anything  else 
is  to  acquire  once  more  an  interest  in  prayer.  It  has  been  truth- 
fully said  that  the  Jew  has  forgotten  how  to  pray. 

The  habit  of  attending  divine  service  regularly  should  be 
formed  by  the  children,  and  if  it  is  once  firmly  established  it 
will  not  be  quickly  given  up. 

The  lighting  of  the  candles  on  Friday  evening  and  on  Chanu- 
kah  shows  a  revival  which  is  well-nigh  universal.  Only  six  re- 
port that  they  do  not  encourage  it. 

There  also  seems  to  be  a  strong  reaction  in  favor  of  the  Home 
Seder.  In  many  cases  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  hold 
the  Congregational  Seder  report  that  they  have  discontinued 
same  and  that  they  now  encourage  it  in  the  homes.  While 
twenty-two  still  hold  a  Public  Seder,  nine  hold  it  on  the  eve  of 
the  second  day  and  urge  the  observance  of  the  historic  night  in 
the  home. 

The  same  reaction  is  noticeable  in  regard  to  Confirmation. 
While  fourteen  hold  it  on  the  Sunday  nearest  to  Shabuoth,  sev- 
eral state  that  they  intend  to  return  to  Shabuoth.  Nearly  all 
report  that  the  change  has  lessened  the  attendance  on  the  fes- 
tival. 

New  Year  and  Atonement  are  universally  observed. 

Five  have  a  recess  at  noon  on  Atonement — seventeen  have  in- 
troduced a  children's  service  to  take  the  place  of  the  reading 
of  Scriptures  or  the  recess. 

The  result  of  the  questions  in  regard  to  intermarriage  was 
unsatisfactory,  and  your  Committee  suggests  that  should  the 
Executive  Committee,  at  whose  request  they  were  included,  wish 
a  further  study  of  the  subject,  that  the  matter  be  referred  back 
to  this  Committee  or  to  a  special  Committee. 

From  the  replies  received,  your  Committee  will  say,  however, 
that  the  situation  is  not  as  bad  as  many  would  have  us  believe. 
Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  members  replied  unqualifiedly  that 
they  did  not  think  intermarriage  on  an  increase  in  their  commu- 
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nity.  Most  of  this  number  reported  a  decrease.  Those  that  gave 
figures  showed  that  the  number  of  cases  in  the  last  decade  was 
really  very  small.  One  fact  is  clear  from  the  survey.  The  Jew 
is  having  the  same  experience  as  all  other  denominations.  The 
requirement  to  bring  up  the  children  as  Jews  has  very  little  bind- 
ing force.  Very  few  of  those  intermarried  attend  services- 
fewer  of  the  children,  when  there  are  any,  attend  Jewish  re- 
ligious school. 

Your  Committee  was  urged  to  include  the  question,  "Will 
you  officiate  at  intermarriage,  and  what  conditions  do  you  im- 
pose?'' as  some  of  the  members  felt  that  they  would  thus  have 
the  moral  support  of  numbers  to  aid  them  in  refusing  to  offi- 
ciate. 

Only  seven  report  that  they  officiate  at  intermarriages;  two 
or  three  more  added  that  they  might  in  exceptional  cases,  but 
failed  to  specify  what  they  would  call  an  exceptional  case. 

Several  facts  worthy  of  notice  were  brought  out.  In  the 
North,  in  nearly  every  case,  the  groom  is  a  Jew;  in  the  South, 
just  the  opposite  condition  obtains.  The  decline  in  intermar- 
riage is  most  marked  in  the  South. 

There  is  one  other  statement  your  Committee  feels  that  it  is 
justified  in  making  as  a  result  of  the  survey.  In  a  recent  book, 
the  impression  is  left  on  the  mind  of  the  reader  that  intermar- 
riage has  increased  a  hundredfold  in  the  last  few  years.  The 
author  even  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  in  some  communities  it 
has  reached  33  1-3  per  cent,  of  the  Jewish  marriages.  He  fails 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Rabbi  Zepin,  whom  he  quotes  as 
his  authority,  had  studied  only  small  centers  in  the  South,  and 
that  consequently  a  large  per  cent,  in  any  one  of  these  commu- 
nities would  not  necessarily  imply  a  large  number  of  intermar- 
riages. For  example,  there  is  one  city  in  South  Carolina,  which 
has  more  cases  of  intermarriage  than  all  the  rest  of  the  State 
combined.  But  in  that  particular  community  conditions  exist 
which  are  probably  without  parallel  elsewhere. 

A  study  of  the  dues  of  the  various  congregations  shows  the 
minimum  dues  surprisingly  low.  The  minimum  of  90  per  cent, 
of  those  reported  averages  about  $20  a  year,  or  about  five  cents 
a  day.  This  includes  two  seats. 
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The  universal  tendency  is  to  give  the  women  more  active  part 
in  the  administration  of  the  Congregation.  They  are  appointed 
on  all  the  principal  committees,  and  in  many  of  the  cities  are  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  men  in  regard  to  voting  and  officeholding. 

One  member  reports  having  tried  individual  membership  for 
a  long  term  of  years,  and  that  it  has  been  very  successful. 

Your  Committee  will  make  no  specific  recommendations,  for 
it  feels  that  nothing  will  be  gained  by  so  doing.  It  has  carefully 
reviewed  the  field  and  put  the  facts  before  you. 

They  are  more  than  encouraging.  The  results  obtained  at 
least  show  that  we  are  working  along  the  right  lines,  that  we  are 
satisfying  to  a  slight  degree  at  least  the  spiritual  needs  of  bur 
people.  More  than  this,  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  recent  religious 
survey  made  in  this  country  stated  that  not  only  has  the  Jew 
shown  progress,  but  that  he  is  the  only  one  who  has — that  all 
the  others  have  shown  a  marked  decline.  In  this  age  of  religious 
unrest  this  is  a  triumph  for  Reform  Judaism. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  RAUCH, 

MARTIN  ZIELONKA, 

I.  E.  MARCUSON,  Chairman. 

Upon  motion  to  receive  and  adopt  the  report  the  following 
discussion  ensued : 

Rabbi  Gries — The  motion  was  put  to  receive  and  adopt.  I 
question  whether  we  really  should  adopt  the  report  because  in 
adopting  it  we  make  the  opinions  our  opinions,  and  there  are 
opinions  contained  in  the  report,  concerning  which  there  may 
be  a  question.  I  do  not  wish  to  dissent  from  the  report  or 
take  the  position  that  the  Conference  should  not  approve.  I 
think  it  was  an  admirable  survey  and  it  is  a  piece  of  con- 
structive work  which  we  like  to  have  done ;  but  there  are 
opinions  expressed  in  the  report,  some  of  which  we  should  not 
give  to  the  world  as  the  opinion  of  the  Conference.  Some  of 
the  things  with  reference  to  intermarriage,  for  instance ;  the 
beginning  of  the  report  was  very  indefinite  and  vague,  and  then 
follow  some  expressions  of  judgment  with  reference  to  definite 
figures  of  intermarriage  and  the  like.  I  have  not  made  the 
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same  kind  of  an  investigation  which  the  Committee  has  made, 
but  I  doubt  very  much  if  data  would  warrant  any  such  con- 
clusion. Then,  as  I  recall,  there  was  a  discussion  with  refer- 
ence to  Succoth  and  the  thought  of  the  Committee  is  quite 
enthusiastic,  but  I  think  it  is  an  optimistic  view  not  justified 
by  our  practical  experience  in  the  ministry.  All  of  us  have 
an  interest  in  the  revival  of  our  Jewish  festivals.  We  want 
them  observed  in  the  synagogue  and  in  the  home,  but  I  doubt 
whether  the  expressions  used  by  the  Committee  would  correctly 
voice  the  opinion  of  the  Conference. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  would  move  that  the  report  be  neither  re- 
ceived nor  adopted,  but  accepted.  My  attitude  toward  the 
report  is  very  much  the  same  as  that  of  Rabbi  Cries.  There 
were  a  great  many  opinions  in  that  report  which  I  could  not 
agree  with.  At  the  same  time  I  also  feel,  and  I  shall  be  much 
mistaken  if  it  is  not  concurred  in,  that  it  is  not  advisable  to 
take  up  this  report  seriatim  and  discuss  the  points;  it  did  not 
seem  to  me  that  a  report  which  contained  so  many  points  for 
discussion  should  at  this  stage  or  any  subsequent  stage  of  the 
Convention  be  taken  up  and  discussed,  because  to  my  mind 
that  report  would  then  take  up  a  disproportionate  part  of  our 
time.  And,  therefore,  if  I  have  understood  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  would  ask  this  Convention  to  allow  me  to  modify  this 
motion  into  reading  that  this  report  be  accepted,  which  would 
mean  more  than  that  it  should  be  received  and  less  than  that 
it  should  be  adopted.  In  other  words,  if  we  adopt  this  report 
then  it  means  that  we  make  its  sentiments  our  own ;  if  we 
receive  this  report  it  simply  means  we  do  not  decline  it ;  if 
we  accept  it  it  means  we  print  it. 

Rabbi  Schulman — The  Chair  cannot  sec  any  difference  be- 
tween receive  and  accept,  and  the  Chair  rules  that  when  n 
motion  to  receive  or  accept  is  carried  it  is  the  same  thing.  Th<» 
House  takes  it  from  the  Committee,  and  then  the  House  <-;ni 
do  a  number  of  things;  it  can  adopt  as  a  whole  or  it  can  reject 
as  a  whole;  discuss  it,  in  fact,  do  anything  it  likes  with  it. 

Rabbi  Raisin— It  looks  to  me  that  the  report  is  not  only 
vague  and  indefinite,  but  it  is  more.  I  have  lived  South  for 
about  seven  years  and  I  have  visited  a  number  of  Jewish  com- 
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niuniti(js.  and  my  own  personal  observation  has  shown  me  that 
the  situation  with  regard  to  intermarriage  is  not  as  bad  there 
as  the  report  makes  it  out  to  be.  I  do  not  think  that  the  per- 
centage of  intermarriage  is  as  large  as  given  by  Rabbi  Marcuson. 

Ifabbi  Marcuson — I  did  not  say  anything  about  conditions 
in  the  South  being  bad,  nor  give  any  percentage  on  inter- 
marriage. 

luibbi  Raisin—Rabbi  Marcuson  said  that  the  intermarriage 
situation  in  the  South  is  much  worse  than  in  the  North,  and  on 
this  point  I  beg  to  differ  from  him.  If  I  understood  him  aright, 
he  said  the  answers  have  proved  the  fact  that  the  cases  of  inter- 
marriage in  the  South  are  much  more  numerous  than  the  cases 
proportionately  in  the  North.  Now,  I  do  not  think  this  is  so. 
There  is  one  thing  the  speaker  did  not  dwell  upon,  and  that  is 
the  comparative  degree  of  intermarriage  among  the  orthodox 
and  reform  families.  We  know  that  the  cases  among  our 
orthodox  co-religionists  have  greatly  increased  in  the  last  few 
years.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Committee  should  have  given  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  this  one  question  as  to  whether  there  is 
not,  as  I  believe,  a  larger  percentage  of  intermarriage  among 
orthodox  than  among  reform  Jewish  families. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Social  and  Religious  Union  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee 
for  more  definite  recommendations  next  vear. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHURCH  AND  STATE. 

l>KK>i-:.\TKD  BY  CHAIRMAN.  RABBI  WILLIAM  S.  FRIEDMAN. 

Tit   th.<    I'nsidint   and  Mtmlnrs  of  th<    C/ntral   Conference  of 
Ann  ricun  Rabbis: 

Your  Committee  on  Church  and  State  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

During  the  past  year  the  various  tasks  assigned  to  your 
Committee  have  been  performed.  Renewed  efforts  to  eliminate 
the  ridicule  of  the  Jew  on  the  stage  were  vigorously  prosecuted. 
We  followed  up  the  correspondence  of  the  preceding  year  with 
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leading  theatrical  managers  and  owners,  mailing  to  them  this 
letter : 

DENVER,  COLORADO, 

August  14,  1911. 

GENTLEMEN  :  As  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  Central 
Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  one  of  the  purposes  of  which  is 
to  prevent  the  lampooning  of  the  Jew  on  the  stage,  I  wrote  you 
a  letter  last  year  requesting  your  assistance  in  putting  an  end 
to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  to  which  the  Jews  are  continually 
subjected. 

On  November  3,  1910,  you  promised  your  co-operation,  and 
stated  that  none  of  your  attractions  would  have  any  characters 
that  could  possibly  be  construed  as  an  unpleasant  caricature  of 
the  Jew.  I  read  your  letter  at  the  July  meeting  of  the  Central 
Conference  of  American  Rabbis  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and 
your  sentiments  were  greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  coming  year,  will  you  not  do  all  in  your  power  to 
eliminate  the  caricaturing  of  the  Jew  on  the  stage? 

Kindly  let  me  hear  from  you,  as  I  wish  to  inform  the  public, 
through  the  Conference,  of  the  attitude  and  action  of  theatrical 
managers. 

Very  truly  yours, 

WM.  S.  FRIEDMAN, 

Chairman. 
1060  EMERSON  STREET. 

In  answer  the  Shubert  Theatrical  Company,  Klaw  &  Erlan- 
ger,  Martin  Beck,  general  manager  of  the  Orpheum  Circuit,  Sul- 
livan &  Consadine  Theatrical  Circuit,  Alexander  Pantages, 
president  and  manager  of  the  Pantages  Circuit  of  Vaudeville 
Theaters,  John  Cort,  general  manager  of  the  Northwestern  The- 
ater Owners'  Association,  and  William  Morris,  president  of  the 
American  Music  Hall  Company  assured  us  that  they  are  in 
hearty  accord  with  the  work  of  the  Central  Conference  of  Amer- 
ican Rabbis,  and  would  do  everything  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  further  caricaturing  of  the  Jew  on  the  stage.  This  promise 
lias  been  fulfilled  in  many  instances;  and  though  the  abuses 
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complained  of  have  not  been  eradicated,  conditions  have  been 
greatly  improved. 

There  is  a  number  of  agencies  booking  attractions  which 
caricature  the  Jew,  and  your  Committee  is  at  work  securing  a 
complete  list. 

We  recommend  that  the  following  letter  be  sent  to  all  theat- 
rical managers  and  producers : 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  I  take  this  opportunty  of  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  a  large  national  movement  for  which  we  have  gained  the 
hearty  approval  and  co-operation  of  many  of  the  leading  theat- 
rical managers  in  the  country.  The  so-called  ''Jewish  Comedian" 
has  become  a  source  of  deep  chagrin  and  irritation  to  the  Jew- 
ish people  of  this  country.  We  are  not  supersensitive,  but  our 
pride  must  resent  the  burlesquing  of  the  Jew,  of  his  religion  or 
traditions.  A  delineation  of  Jewish  character  is  one  thing.  A 
caricature  is  quite  another.  Each  instance  in  which  our  people 
and  our  religion  are  unjustly  held  up  to  ridicule  ought  to  find 
in  you  a  strong  opponent. 

We  invite  you  to  a  careful  perusal  of  the  subjoined  state- 
ments. Trusting  that  you  will  give  this  matter  your  very 
earnest  attention,  and  asking  for  an  interview  so  as  to  state  this 
matter  personally,  I  remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

WM.  S.  FRIEDMAN,  Chairman  of  Committee. 
JOSEPH  STL  VERM  AN, 
ABRAM  SIMON, 
JOSEPH  KRAUSKOPF, 
CHARLES  S.  LEVL, 
DAVID  LEFKOWITZ, 
J.  B.  WISE, 
M.  NEWFIELD. 

Your  Committee  last  year  recommended  that  a  request  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board,  whose 
function  it  is  to  formulate  English  literature  courses  for  gram- 
mar and  high  schools,  that  the  study  of  Shakespeare's  "Mer- 
chant of  Venice"  shall  not  be  included  in  sub-college  curricula. 
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but  that  one  of  the  other  plays  of  Shakespeare  be  substituted, 
for  the  reason  that  experience  has  convinced  us  that  the  reading 
and  discussion  of  the  "Merchant  of  Venice"  often  results  in 
humiliation  and  insult  to  Jewish  children  and  tends  to  awaken 
prejudice  and  ill-will.  The  following  communication,  approved 
by  the  Executive  Committee  and  signed  by  the  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Conference  and  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Church  and  State  and  Corresponding  Secretary,  accord- 
ing to  the  instructions  of  the  Conference,  was  sent  to  Dr.  Nicho- 
las Murray  Butler,  Chairman  of  the  College  Entrance  Examina- 
tion Board: 

To  Nicholas  Murray  Butler,  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Col- 
lege Entrance  Examination  Board: 

GENTLEMEN  :  At  the  last  Convention  of  the  Central  Confer- 
ence of  American  Rabbis,  held  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  June  30  to 
July  6,  1911,  it  was  voted  to  address  a  communication  to  you, 
upon  a  matter  which,  for  a  long  time,  has  been  of  much  concern 
to  many  American  citizens  of  Jewish  faith,  whose  children  are 
pupils  in  the  public  elementary  and  secondary  schools.  There 
has  been  a  growing  sentiment,  meeting  with  much  sympathy  on 
many  sides,  that  Jewish  children  in  the  American  democracy 
ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  the  shame  and  humiliation  involved 
in  being  called  upon,  in  the  presence  of  non-Jewish  children,  to 
read  and  discuss  in  the  schools  mentioned  the  play  "The  Mer- 
chant of  Venice,"  whose  leading  character,  Shylock,  because  of 
the  very  power  of  the  immortal  genius  with  which  it  is  por- 
trayed, has  pilloried  the  Jews  with  all  English-speaking  peoples. 
The  Conference  addresses  itself  to  you,  because  you  can  help  us 
very  much,  by  not  continuing  to  prescribe  "The  Merchant  of 
Venice"  as  one  of  the  requisites  for  admission  to  college. 

We  are  well  aware  that  "The  Merchant  of  Venice"  is  one 
of  the  great  masterpieces,  not  only  of  English  but  of  world  lit- 
erature, and  we  would  not  be  understood  as  insensible  to  its  im- 
portance for  culture  as  a  great  work  of  art.  But  we  are  here 
not  raising  the  question  of  the  advisability  of  its  presentation 
on  the  contemporary  stage,  nor  of  its  fitness  for  study  by  mature 
minds  in  college  and  university.  Much  controversy  has  been 
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waged  as  to  the  spirit  and  intent  which  prompted  the  delinea- 
tion of  the  terrible  malignant  type  Shylock,  and  again  as  to  the 
effect,  favorable  or  unfavorable,  which  the  stage  presentation 
of  "The  Men-bant,  of  Venice"  is  likely  to  exercise  on  the  aver- 
age audience,  in  re-enforcing  or  mitigating  existing  racial  and 
religious  prejudices.  We  are  not  concerned  with  this.  What  we 
wish  to  plead  before  you  is  the  unfitness  of  the  play  for  special 
study  in  sub-college  grades.  Speaking  from  actual  experience 
derived  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  we  maintain  that  the 
reading  of  "The  Merchant  of  Venice"  in  high  school  and  gram- 
mar grades  constitutes  in  every  instance  a,n  influence  for  the 
nursing  and  fanning  of  anti-Jewish  prejudices.  We  hold  that 
it  tends  to  confirm  in  unripe  minds  some  of  the  most  dangerous 
slanders  by  which  the  good  name  of  the  Jew  has  been  assailed : 
that  no  matter  how  much  the  thoughtful  effort  of  teachers  of 
exceptional  tact  and  broad  toleration  (not  always  to  be  guaran- 
teed) may  be  exerted  to  prevent  the  result,  the  reading  and  dis- 
cussion of  such  a  play  are  certain  to  be  fraught  with  mortifica- 
tion, or  at  least  most  painful  embarrassment  to  a  child;  that  the 
play  necessarily  breeds  division  and  ill  feeling  and  keeps  alive 
those  anti-semitic  hatreds  which  all  progressive  educational 
agencies  should  strive  to  counteract  and  finally  eradicate.  We 
hold  that  the  great  advantage  of  the  public  school  system  is  to 
make  every  child,  without  regard  to  race,  creed  or  color,  feel  the 
beloved  common  heritage  of  its  Americanism.  The  public  school 
is  the  great  training  place  for  the  American  and  humanitarian 
spirit.  Let  nothing  be  permitted  to  enter  it  which  could  make 
any  child  feel  uncomfortable  and  prevent  it  from  receiving  the 
full  advantage  of  this  Americanizing  and  humanitarian  power. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  wealth  of  drama  that  is  identified  with 
the  name  of  Shakespeare  and  the  possibility  of  finding  another 
play,  which,  for  educational  purposes,  will  meet  the  needs  of 
secondary  schools,  we  venture  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  not 
including  this  particular  play  among  requirements  for  admis- 
sion to  college,  but  of  classifying  it  as  a  subject  for  more  ad- 
vanced courses  of  instruction.  We  thus  turn  to  a  high  court  of 
educational  authority,  as  Americans,  glorifying  in  the  traditions 
and  working  for  the  ideals  of  American  democracy.  The  teach- 
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ing  .of  literature  as  it  imparts  to  the  youthful  mind  whatever 
has  been  noblest  in  national  aspiration,  as  it  sharpens  and 
deepens  sympathies,  must  in  a  democracy  have  due  regard  for 
the  preservation  of  that  sense  of  human  brotherhood  which 
serves  even  beyond  the  loyalties  of  patriotism  as  the  strongest 
cement  of  a  united  commonwealth.  We  most  respectfully  ask 
your  careful  consideration  of  the  plea  herewith  presented. 

SAMUEL  SCHULMAN, 
President  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis. 

.    MOSES  J.  GRIES, 
V 'ice-President  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis, 

WILLIAM  S.  FRIEDMAN, 

Chairman  Committee  Church  and  State,  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis, 

SOLOMON  FOSTER, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Central  Conference  American  Rabbis. 

A  reply  thereto  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  said 
Board  and  is  hereto  appended : 

COLLEGE  ENTRANCE  EXAMINATION  BOARD, 

POST  OFFICE  SUB-STATION  84,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

January  20,  1912. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  Your  letter  of  January  10,  1912,  addressed 
on  behalf  of  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  to  Dr. 
Nicholas  Murray  Butler,  Chairman  of  the  College  Entrance  Ex- 
amination Board,  has  been  handed  by  him  to  me.  I  beg  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  letter  and  to  assure  you  that  I  will 
bring  it  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to  the  attention  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board.  I 
am  sure  that  the  Committee  will  give  your  letter  careful  atten- 
tion. 

Faithfully  yours, 

THOMAS  S.  FISKE, 

Secretary. 
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Your  Committee  has  again  published  accounts  of  our  holy 
<lays  so  as  to  circulate  correct  information  of  our  religious  ob- 
servances through  the  press.  These  accounts,  differently  worded 
from  those  of  the  previous  year,  were  distributed  by  Rabbi 
George  Zepin,  Director  of  Synagogue  and  School  Extension  of 
the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  to  430  Rabbis, 
.31  Jewish  newspapers,  about  15,000  copies  in  all.  From  reports 
received  your  Committee  finds  that  these  accounts  were  given 
wider  publicity  than  in  the  year  previous  and  were  published  by 
most  of  the  daily  newspapers  to  the  exclusion  of  misleading 
stories. 

Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz  wrote  en  Rosh  Hashonah,  Yoin  Kip- 
pur  and  Succoth:  Rabbi  Jonah  B.  Wise  on  Chanukah  and 
Purim;  Rabbi  Abram  Simon  on  Pesach  and  Shabuoth. 

II.  We  recommend  that  hereafter  the  accounts  of  our  sacred 
days  previously  published  be  reprinted  and  distributed,  together 
with  the  new  series  to  be  prepared;  so  that  the  Rabbi  shall  be 
furnished  with  several  accounts  for  the  various  newspapers  in 
his  community.  This  will  nullify  the  objection  of  different  news- 
papers in  the  same  city  to  publishing  one  and  the  same  account 
of  our  holidays. 

The  work  of  your  Committee  is  recognized  as  an  effective 
agency  in  defending  the  good  name  of  the  Jew,  and  its  good 
offices  have  been  invoked  many  times  during  the  past  year.  The 
following  instances  may  be  of  interest.  Rabbi  Morris  Newfield, 
of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  called  our  attention  to  a  scurrilous  booklet 
entitled  ' '  Hebrew  Jokes, ' '  published  by  a  certain  Cleveland  com- 
pany. We  entered  a  strong  protest,  requesting  the  discontin- 
uance of  the  publication  and  sale  of  the  book,  because  of  its 
vilification,  and  insisted  that  the  jokes  are  not  harmless  fun,  but 
dangerous  libels.  We  regret  to  state  that  the  firm  in  a  letter 
received  March  13,  1912,  replied  that  it  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand our  criticism,  and  it  assigned  the  conventional  excuse  of 
holding  the  Jew  in  high  esteem,  and  of  making  him  "the  tar- 
get of  the  same  good-humored  raillery  as  the  Scotchman  and 
Irishman." 

Your  Committee  will  continue  its  efforts  to  put  an  end  to  this 
and  similar  publications.  Again,  a  Jewish  merchant  of  Mobile, 
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Ala.,  referred  to  us  an  offensive  impersonation  of  the  Jew  in  a 
play  produced  by  one  of  the  Henry  W.  Savage  companies,  and 
here  likewise  the  manager  was  unable  to  appreciate  the  justice 
of  our  position,  as  the  character  complained  of  "has  no  line  that 
alludes  to  the  Jewish  religion  or  to  any  of  its  believers."  We 
replied,  that  the  manner  in  which  a  Jew  is  impersonated  may  be 
insulting  regardless  of  references  to  his  faith.  The  correspond 
<juce  has  been  temporarily  discontinued  because  of  Mr.  Savage's 
absence  from  this  country.  His  secretary  informs  us  that  he 
will  confer  in  the  matter  with  the  author  of  the  play.  In  this 
and  in  other  instances,  we  are  hopeful  of  the  ultimate  success 
of  our  protests,  as  theatrical  managers  have  generally  admitted 
the  justice  of  our  position. 

An  attempt  was  made  during  the  past  year  to  make  the  read- 
ing of  the  Bible  in  the  public  schools  compulsory  in  Mississippi 
by  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State.  Rabbis 
G.  S.  Solomon,  L.  Kory,  Max  Raisin  and  other  members  of  our 
Conference,  acting  under  the  advice  of  our  Committee,  sue 
ceeded,  by  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  Mississippi,  and 
by  personal  appeal  to  prominent  members  of  the  Legislature,  in 
having  the  bill  withdrawn  by  those  who  presented  it.  This  was 
accomplished  without  publicity. 

III.  Because  of  frequent  demands  for  the  reading  of  the 
Bible  in  the  public  schools,  we  recommend  that  the  Conference 
pamphlet  on  this  subject  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  represen- 
tatives whose  appointments  we  recommend  in  the  next  para 
graph;  such  pamphlets  to  be  held  for  ready  use  whenever  the 
occasion  requires. 

IV.  We  urge  that  the  incoming  committee  on  Church  and 
State  be  empowered  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Confer- 
ence to  appoint  one  or  more  representatives  in  every  State,  who 
shall  report  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Church  and 
State  any  infringement  in  his  territory  of  the  principle  of  the 
Separation  of  Church  and  State,  any  ridicule  of  the  Jew  on  the 
stage  that  may  come  to  his  notice,  and  any  prejudiced  state 
tiicnts  in  our  public  press,  or  on  the  forum  or  elsewhere. 

V.  Inasmuch  as  we  are  unqualifiedly  committed  to  the  total 
separation  of  Church  and  State,  we  discountenance  any  move- 
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incut  in  Jewish  communities  oil  other  than  the  religious  basis 
which  would  violate  this  principle  and  tend  to  create  the  im- 
pression that  the  Jews  are  an  ///>/>'  m/m  ///  imperio. 

\VM.   S.   FRIEDMAN,   r/m //•//"///. 

DAVID  LEFKOWITZ. 

ABRAM  SIMON. 

CHARLES  S.  LEVI, 

•Jos.  KRAUSKOPF, 

JOSEPH  SILVERMAN. 

it  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  report  be  received  and  its 
recommendations  be  considered  seriatim. 

First  recommendation  was  read. 

Rahhi  (;,->i x—  May  I  ask  the  Committee  whether  they  feel 
justified  in  using  the  phrase  about  inaugurating  the  movement 
for  the  elimination  of  the  Jewish  character  on  the  stage? 

Rabbi  Fi-i«lman — There  were  individual  efforts  made  to 
eliminate  the  caricature,  but  the  efforts  as  a  body  were  in- 
augurated by  this  Conference. 

Rabbi  Schulman — It  has  been  asserted  as  a  fact  that  we 
did  not  inaugurate  it.  If  we  did  not,  we  certainly  should  not 
claim  it. 

Rabbi  Lyons—I  amend  that  motion  to  the  effect  that  this 
recommendation  be  accepted  with  instructions  to  the  Committee 
to  investigate  the  propriety  of  the  use  of  that  term  with  a  view 
to  correcting  it  if  the  phrase  used  is  not  proper. 

Rabbi  Schanfarber — I  suggest  the  letter  be  reread;  I  under- 
stand the  Chairman  says  that  word  is  not  used  in  the  letter. 

Rabbi  'Gries — I  did  not  say  the  word  inaugurate  was  in  it. 
Rabbi  Heller  had  raised  the  question  whether  or  not  in  voting 
on  the  recommendation  we  included  the  report.  In  the  piv- 
liminary  statement  of  the  Committee  on  the  work  the  phras«- 
is  used  that  we  inaugurated  the  movement.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  wise.  •  I  want  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
but  I  cannot  now. 

Rabbi  Philipson — I  know  Kabbi  Grie«  is  right  and  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  take  into  consid- 
eration what  Rabbi  Gries  has  said. 
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Rabbi  Hirschberg — It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  confidence 
in  this  Committee  and  that  they  will  not  do  any  injustice,  and 
if  this  matter  is  called  to  their  attention  I  am  sure  they  will 
do  the  fair  thing.  I  think  we  can  refer  this  to  the  Committee. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  wish  to  say  that  in  this  very  paragraph  there 
is  other  language  which  I  think  ought  first  to  be  reconsidered 
before  we  adopt  it,  and  I  should  like,  on  behalf  of  the  Confer- 
ence, to  call  attention  to  that  language.  There  is  a  statement 
made  in  this  report  to  the  effect  that  there'  are  many  caricatur- 
ing the  Jew.  I  should  like  to  know  from  the  Committee  whether 
it  means  to  state  that  this  caricaturing  of  the  Jew  is  still  con- 
siderably prevalent.  If  we  adopt  that  report,  to  my  mind,  we 
endorse  that  language  as  a  fact,  and  we  toll  the  public  that 
this  caricaturing  is  still  quite  prevalent.  Now  a  statement  of 
that  sort  seems  to  me  of  sufficient  importance  to  consider  very 
carefully  before  we  adopt  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  previous  re- 
port represented  that  that  number  was  comparatively  small. 

A  Voice — I  believe  we  will  have  to  continue  making  requests 
during  the  next  thirty  years  and  perhaps  longer  by  way  of 
protest  to  the  various  agencies.  The  thing  will  bob  up  always. 
The  Committee  ought  to  have  put  that  there  is  a  number, 
and  so  shown  an  improvement  which  no  doubt  exists,  but  I  do 
believe  a  Committee  similar  to  that  of  Church  and  State  will 
have  to  continue  the  fight. 

Rabbi  Gries — The  motion  is  on  the  adoption  of  the  letter. 
There  is  a  statement  in  the  letter  which  says  that  we  are  not 
oversensitive.  I  do  not  think  really  that  that  entire  statement 
is  justified,  for  while  there  is  a  burlesque  of  the  Jew  and  other 
caricatures  of  the  Jew  on  the  stage,  it  is  not  a  burlesque  of  our 
religion  or  traditions.  It  is  a  burlesque  of  other  phases  of 
Jewish  life,  and  I  would  ask  that  that  be  changed. 

Rabbi  Goldenson — I  would  like  to  know7  what  the  Committee 
meant  by  public  and  private  burlesquing  of  the  Jew. 

Rabbi  Friedman — Private  theatricals,  private  entertain- 
ments. I  want  to  reply  to  the  objection  that  Rabbi  Heller  raised 
a  few  moments  ago,  that  the  Committee  last  year  reported  that 
it  had  entirely  uprooted  this  nuisance.  It  simply  reports  on 
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the  letters  which  have  been  received  from  leading  theatrical 
managers  and  producers  who  have  promised  to  stop  it. 

Rabbi  Philipson — It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  very  impor- 
tant letter.  We  cannot  possibly  go  into  every  word,  perhaps, 
and  I  move  an  amendment  that  this  letter  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  together  with  the  Chairman  of  Church 
and  State,  and  afterward  it  be  sent  if  considered  desirable. 

Rabbi  Lyons — I  accept  the  amendment. 

Recommendation  I  was  then  moved  for  adoption.  Amend- 
ment offered,  to  appoint  Committee  to  investigate  the  propriety 
of  use  of  word  inaugurate.  Second  Amendment,  to  refer  mat- 
ter to  the  Executive  Committee.  Second  Amendment  was  car- 
ried. First  Amendment  was  lost.  Motion  carried. 

Second  Recommendation  was  read. 

Rabbi  Lyons— I  want  to  suggest  a  modification.  I  have  found, 
notwithstanding  that  these  notices  have  been  sent  to  a  number 
of  representatives  of  the  press,  the  reports  still  are  misleading, 
and,  furthermore,  instead  of  sending  these  to  our  members  we 
might  send  them  directly  to  the  local  press,-  and  I  therefore 
move  that  upon  the  direction  of  the  Rabbi  these  reports  be  sent 
direct  to  the  papers  of  the  particular  cities. 

Rabbi  Gries— Would  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  accept 
this  suggestion,  that  instead  of  reprinting  the  old  accounts, 
which  probably  are  not  in  type  any  more,  that  they  be  author- 
ized to  publish  new  and  varying  accounts  of  the  holidays? 

Rabbi  Schulman  —  Tlie  Chairman  of  the  Committee  accepts 
that  amendment. 

Upon  motion  Recommendation  II  wa>s  adopted. 

The  Third  and  Fourth  Recommendations  were  read. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  would  suggest  that  the  appointments  in  the 
different  localities  should  be  made  by  the  President  with  the 
approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  instead  of  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Church  and  State.  I  think  that  is  the  way  it  ought 
to  be. 

Rabbi  Friedman — I  would  like  to  state  that  during  the  past 
year  we  have  had  quite  a  number  of  requests  for  this  pamphlet. 
Now  when  a  discussion  is  on  in  any  particular  State,  if  the 
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representative  in  that  State  had  pamphlets,  he  could  distribute 
them  instead  of  writing  to  the  Committee  who,  in  turn,  must 
write  to  Block  &  Company,  who  in  turn  must  take  action. 
Therefore  it  is  advistable  that  each  State  should  possess  that 
pamphlet  so  that  it  could  be  distributed  whenever  required. 

Rabbi  Foster — I  would  cite  an  instance  in  support  of  the 
recommendation.  Last  year,  when  this  question  came  up  in 
Mississippi,  and  the  Jewish  leaders  were  very  anxious  to  get 
these  reports  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  request  for  literature  had 
first  to  be  sent  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  who  in  turn  en- 
countered some  delay  in  getting  them  from  New  York.  If  we 
had  had  some  in  the  South  they  could  have  been  distributed 
very  much  more  expeditiously. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern — "With  all  due  respect  to  the  opinions  here 
presented,  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  most  expedi- 
tious manner  of  carrying  on  this  work  would  be  for  the  person 
who  has  any  need  of  these  pamphlets  to  wire  to  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  who  can  see  that  the  pamphlets  are  sent  on  by 
express.  If  the  pamphlets  are  to  be  distributed  to  that  man, 
any  person  who  has  need  of  them  would  first  have  to  inquire 
who  has  charge  of  them  in  his  particular  territory.  The  ex- 
perience of  this  Conference  is,  that  the  way  of  having  work  done 
is  to  entrust  one  particular  person  with  that  work  and  make 
him  responsible  for  it. 

Rabbi  Friedman — It  was  not  the  purpose  at  all  to  distribute 
these  pamphlets  promiscuously.  This  simply  means  that  when 
a  discussion  is  on  in  any  particular  State  relative  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bible  in  public  schools,  the  Committee  could 
send  these  pamphlets  on,  and  they  in  turn  could  be  distributed. 
It  was  not  our  object  to  distribute  these  all  over  the  country. 

Recommendation  III  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  IV  was  adopted  with  amendment  to  insert 
the  words,  "Appointed  by  President,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Conference." 

The  Fifth  Recommendation  was  read. 

Rabbi  Heller— I  move  that  it  be  stricken  out.  This  report 
contains  a  phrase  or  an  expression  regarding  the  Kehillah 
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Movement.  This  statement  ought  not  to  be  accepted  as  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  Conference  for  a  number  of 
reasons.  I  am  not  going  to  defend  the  movement  at  all.  All 
I  wish  to  say  is  that  this  statement,  to  begin  with,  is,  I  regret 
to  say,  illogical.  I  have  read  it  several  times,  so  that  you  must 
not  be  surprised  if  I  am  well-posted  on  it.  It  says  that  in- 
asmuch as  tli is  Conference  is  unqualifiedly  or  irrevocably  com- 
mitted to  the  principle  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state, 
therefore  we  herewith  express  our  opposition  to  or  disapproval 
of  the  Kehillah  Movement.  It  is  more  than  questionable  to  my 
mind  whether  the  Kehillah  Movement  is  anything  that  has  to  do 
with  the  separation  between  church  and  state.  You  will  not 
maintain  that  it  is  opposed  to  the  principle  of  separating  the 
Jewish  church  from  the  Jewish  state,  and  it  certainly  does  not 
go  against  separating  the  principles  of  church  and  state  in  this 
Republic.  In  fact  the  Kehillah  Movement,  to  my  mind,  does  not 
intersect  with  the  principle  of  the  separation  of  church  and 
state.  Now  if  I  had  been  a  violent  opponent  of  the  Kehillah 
Movement  and  asked  to  express  that  opposition,  I  should  say  that 
the  Kehillah  Movement  is  in  favor  of  organizing  Judaism  along 
racial  lines.  This  report  should  not  come  before  us  with  any- 
thing about  the  Kehillah  Movement  unless  it  can  prove  that  the 
Kehillah  Movement  sins  against  the  principle  of  separation  of 
church  and  state. 

Rabbi  Friedman — I  think  the  speaker  misinterprets  the 
clause,  because  since  I  showed  it  to  him,  suspecting  the  way  he 
felt,  I  have  changed  the  phraseology.  I  say :  ' '  Inasmuch  as  we 
are  unqualifiedly  committed  to  the  total  separation  of  church 
and  state,  we  discountenance  any  movement  in  Jewish  commu- 
nities, on  other  than  the  religious  basis,  which  would  violate 
this  principle." 

Rabbi  Schulman — May  the  President  of  this  Conference  sug- 
gest to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  a  matter  of  utmost  im- 
portance for  the  welfare  of  this  Conference,  and  that  is  to 
remark  that  it  is  not  our  business  at  all  to  inform  the  public,  by 
a  formal  act  of  ours,  as  to  what  is  or  is  not  going  on  in  Jewry 
that  might  violate  the  principle  of  the  separation  of  church  and 
state. 
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Rabbi  Harris — I  had  hoped  that  Rabbi  Heller  would  with- 
draw this  motion  and  that  this  clause  be  not  stricken  out,  and 
I  would  like  to  answer  Rabbi  Heller  and  say  this,  that  very 
many  people,  since  you  have  mentioned  Kehillah,  who  approve 
of  the  Kehillah  and  much  that  the  Kehillah  does,  at  the  same 
time  are  opposed  to  the  Kehillah,  possibly  becoming  or  claiming 
to  become  an  imperium  in  imperio. 

Rabbi  Schulman  (leaving  the  chair) — The  Chair  wishes  to 
make  one  thing  clear.  Let  us  not  be  so  quick  in  taking  action. 
Now  you  are  about  to  carry  this  thing  because  you  consider 
it  harmless.  Gentlemen,  I  believe  that  this  paragraph  is  not 
as  harmless  as  it  sounds,  for  the  reasons  that  I  gave  informally 
from  the  Chair,  which  you  applauded  and  which  I  consider 
it  my  duty  to  make  a  little  clearer.  It  is  not  the  province  of 
our  Committee  on  Church  and  State,  as  we  have  understood 
these  things  in  the  past,  to  go  into  any  internal  problems  of 
Jewry  but  rather  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  Jewry  within  the 
Republic.  That  has  been,  at  all  events,  the  sphere  of  activity 
of  the  Committee  in  the  past.  It  is  the  first  time,  as  far  as  I 
know,  in  the  history  of  the  Conference  when  this  Committee 
on  Church  and  -State  interpreted  its  functions  to  be  to  in- 
struct Jewry  with  respect  to  its  internal  affairs.  I  repeat 
what  I  said  from  the  Chair;  it  is  not  the  business  of  this  Con- 
ference to  tell  the  world  that  there  may  be  or  will  be  or  is 
any  movement  in  Jewry  that  may  possibly  violate  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  separation  of  church  and  state.  I  consider  that 
borrowing  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  We  assume  we  do  not 
violate  the  principle,  and  we  have  no  right  at  all  to  raise 
the  question  whether  there  may  be  something  going  on  in 
Jewry  that  is  going  to  violate  the  principle  of  separation  of 
church,  and  state.  If  you  want  to  attack  anything  in  partic- 
ular and  voic^  the  sentiment  of  this  Conference  on  this  mat- 
ter, you  are  free  men,  you  bring  anything  before  it;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  if  you  have  nothing  definite  to  attack  and 
criticise,  it  is  dangerous,  where  everybody  who  reads  the  re- 
port may  entirely  misunderstand  you.  I  assure  you  that  every 
newspaper  in  the  land  would  say  there  must  be  going  on 
mischief  in  Jewry,  because  an  important  committee  of  this 
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Conference  was  empowered  to  call  attention  to  it  and  warn  us 
against  it.  I  deny  that  there  is  any  movement  in  Judaism 
that  is  threatening  this  principle,  and  if  you  adopt  this  I  do 
not  want  such  a  resolution  sent  out,  which  will  be  misunder- 
stood and  deliberately  distorted,  and  I  therefore  move  that  this 
be  stricken  out,  and  I  hope  this  motion  to  strike  it  out  will 
carry. 

Rabbi  PhUipson—Wh&t  interpretation  the  world  may  make 
of  it  is  not  our  fault.  If,  as  Rabbi  Schulman  says,  there  may  be 
obtained  the  idea  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  movement  of 
that  sort  among  Jews  affiliated  with  a  congregation,  I  would  be 
heartily  with  him ;  but  I  do  not  believe  this  states  that  at  all. 
You  cannot  withdraw  this  unqualifiedly.  If  you  strike  it  out, 
you  will  have  to  give  your  reason  for  striking  it  out.  To  with- 
draw it  unqualifiedly  would  be  to  say  that  we  do  not  support 
this  resolution,  and  I  for  one  am  ready  to  support  it  unless 
there  may  be  some  reason  for  withdrawing  it.  There  are  move- 
ments among  Jews  which  look  very  much  as  though  they  are 
outside  the  organization  of  the  Synagogue  and  are  on  other 
than  a  religious  basis.  We  have  the  notorious  political  clubs 
of  Jews,  both  Democratic  and  Republican  clubs,  and  just  now 
there  is  some  trouble  of  that  sort  in  Cincinnati.  Now  it  does 
seem  to  me  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee  on  Church  and 
State  have  brought  in  this  report  and  it  is  before  the  House, 
that  because  of  the  misunderstandings  that  might  arise  we  can- 
not very  well  say  that  it  shall  be  stricken  out  unless  a  reason 
for  that  be  given.  It  is  simply  a  statement  saying  again  what 
we  have  said  so  often.  I  can  see  no  harm  in  this  whatsoever. 

Rabbi  Fri«U<u«lcr — I  second  the  motion  of  Rabbi  Schulman 
for  the  reason  that  I  feel  and  I  think  this  clause'  would  invite 
suspicion  from  the  Nation  to  the  Jew.  Rabbi  Philipson  re- 
marked that  it  is  not  our  business  to  consider  the  misconstruc- 
tion of  that  phrase  by  the  people.  It  is.  We  should  be  very 
careful  of  our  phraseology.  I  ask  the  Chairman  to  translate 
it  for  me.  I  feel  that  a  phrase  like  this  should  stand.  It  is 
true  there  are  some  Jews  that  organize  themselves  into  some 
sort  of  a  so-called  Jewish  political  club,  but  this  should  be 
the  business  of  the  Rabbi  or  the  Jewish  community  where 
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that  exists  to  handle  them.     This  should  not  come  from  the 
Conference. 

Rab~bi  C.  S.  Levy — Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee, in  reading  over  this  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
I  would  say  it  is  safe,  sound  and  sober.  I  would  say,  further- 
more, that,  as  regards  the  function  and  authority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Church  and  State,  it  is  nowhere  in  the  constitution 
stated  exactly  what  constitutes  its  authority.  It  is  the  guar- 
dian and,  we  might  say,  the  men  who  are  on  watch  as  to  the 
affairs  external  and  internal  touching  Judaism  and  its  integrity. 
And,  consequently,  if  there  are  movements  from  within,  and 
these  movements  generally  are  more  dangerous  than  those  from 
without,  it  is  not  only  within  the  province,  but  it  is  the  ex- 
pressed duty,  of  the  Committee  on  Church  and  State  to  hold 
up  the  danger  signal.  I  would  say,  furthermore,  that  there  are 
movements  within  Judaism  that  have  been  discountenanced  as 
seemingly  indicating  that  we  are  an  int/H-riiim  in  itnp'rio. 
There  is  the  Zionistic  Movement,  and  there  is  the  Kehillah 
Movement,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we,  as  the  guardians  and 
leaders  of  American  Judaism,  should  not  here  in  conference 
state,  since  we  feel  it  timely,  that  this  principle  of  church  and 
state  should  be  inviolable  and  should  be  guarded  by  all  suitable 
measures  and  through  all  statements  and  warnings  to  the  people 
at  large. 

A  Voice — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  it  was 
first  placed  before  the  Conference;  that  the  Committee  has 
taken  on  a  new  work  does  not  seem  to  be  at  all  a  valid  argu- 
ment. It  has  certainly  gone  on  a  new  tack.  That  is  true.  But 
the  Committee  on  Church  and  State  has  ever  contended  for 
the  principle  of  separation  of  church  and  state,  and  it  is  a 
principle  recognized  in  this  Conference;  and  it  follows  that 
any  endeavor  that  it  makes  toward  the  insistence  of  this  atti- 
tude and  this  principle  must  find  it  coming  into  court  with 
clean  hands.  If  the  Jewish  communities  in  this  country  cannot 
go  before  the  general  community  with  clean  hands  on  the  very 
question  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state,  if  we  cannot 
go  before  the  world  at  large,  I  feel  we  will  have  great  trouble 
in  our  insistence  on  this  principle  of  separation  of  church  and 
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state.  We  have  to  take  our  courage  with  us  every  once  in  a 
while,  and  as  teachers  we  certainly  should,  and  we  are  warning 
the  world  of  the  tendency.  The  community  at  large  would  very 
soon  discover  that  the  condition  existed  if  it  exists. 

Rabbi  Jasin — There  is  one  point  that  seems  to  me  ought 
to  have  been  brought  forward.  The  very  fact  that  Rabbi  Heller 
considered  the  statement  harmless  is  one  good  reason,  if  there 
is  no  other,  w'hy  it  should  be  left  out.  Here  we  have  the  Jewish 
Socialist  clubs  and  the  Jewish  Republican  clubs,  the  Zionistic 
and  the  Kehillah  Movements.  It  ought  to  b*1  very  clear.  It 
may  not  mean  anything  in  particular  to  anybody  and  might 
mean  everything,  not  only  outside  but  among  ourselves.  There- 
fore, I  would^say  that  the  idea  intended  to  be  covered  is  a  good 
one,  but  it  ought  to  be  formulated  more  definitely  and  exactly 
somewhere  else  by  either  your  Committee  or  some  other  Com- 
mittee. I  object  to  that  paragraph;  it  is  not  clear. 

Rabbi  Schulman — No  one  will  deny  that  I  have  always  stood 
up  for  the  principle  that  this  is  a  religious  body  and  that 
American  Jewry  is  only  a  religious  body,  but  I  still  say  that 
the  indefiniteness  of  the  wording  of  this  paragraph  tends  to 
misconstruction.  If,  therefore,  the  Conference  desires,  in  thf 
form  of  a  paragraph  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  oil  Church 
and  State,  to  re-emphasize  that  we  are  a  religious  body  I  now 
move  you  this  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for 
wording  or  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  for  wording.  But 
I  must  state  clearly  that  this  Conference  stands  for  a  Judaism 
of  which  the  congregation  is  a  unit,  and  that  Jewry  is  a  re- 
ligious body  and  nothing  else.  Upon  consideration,  I  move 
that  this  paragraph  of  the  Committee  on  Church  and  State,  for 
final  wording,  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  We 
have  done  it  with  the  first  paragraph.  We  have  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  the  final  wording  of  the  first  paragraph. 
I  move  now  that  we  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee  the  final 
wording  of  this  paragraph. 

Rabbi  C.  S.  Levy — I  object.  I  wish  action  taken  on  this 
question  as  to  whether  it  should  be  stricken  out  or  not. 

Rabbi  Stolz — Mr.  President,  we  have  gone  too  far  in  this 
discussion  to  refer  the  matter  altogether  to  a  meeting  of  the 
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Executive  Committee.  I  move  that  this  paragraph  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  which  shall  form  a  resolution 
to  be  presented  to  this  Conference  before  adjournment. 

Rabbi  Philipson — I  should  like,  in  referring  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions,  also  to  make  the  statement  that,  while 
we  agree  with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  we  move  that  it 
shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Rabbi  Friedman — First  we  were  told  this  did  not  amount 
to  anything.  It  might  as  well  be  omitted  entirely.  Finally 
we  become  very  much  excited  about  it,  showing  that  we  know 
it  means  a  great  deal.  The  Committee  on  Church  and  State 
carefully  discussed  this  paragraph  and  knew  that  it  meant 
very  much,  and  wanted  to  put  itself  on  record.  Now  it  is  ob- 
jected that  we  used  a  stereotyped  phrase,  which  we  did;  every- 
body understands  exactly  what  it  means.  Now  I  think  we 
ought  to  put  ourselves  on  record  without  equivocation.  I  want 
to  state  right  here,  gentlemen,  that  I  believe  that  if  we  are 
to  emphasize  the  religious  guidance  of  American  Jewry  it  is 
our  duty  to  adopt  this  resolution  as  it  stands,  that  we  dis- 
countenance any  attempt  of  organization  in  Jewish  communities 
on  any  other  than  the  religious  basis,  which  would  violate  the 
spirit  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  resolution  ought  to  stand  just  exactly  as  it  is  worded 
and  should  not  be  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
\\>  are  not  backing  water  on  this.  Now  you  can  draw  what- 
ever conclusions  you  want,  but  we  want  to  stand  upon  the 
principle  that  we  oppose  anything  that  tends  to  create  the  im- 
pression that  the  Jews  are  an  imperium  in  imperio.  Therefore, 
I  am  heartily  opposed  to  referring  this  recommendation  to  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions.  Let  us  have  sufficient  manhood  to 
stand  for  that  as  it  is. 

Recommendation  V  was  moved  for  adoption.  Amendment  1 
to  strike  out  the  paragraph  altogether,  Amendment  II  called 
for  reconsideration  of  the  matter  by  Resolution  Committee. 
Amendment  II  was  lost.  Amendment  I  was  lost.  Motion  to 
adopt  Recommendation  was  carried.  Rabbi  Heller  asked  to  be 
recorded  as  voting  in  the  negative ;  Rabbi  Schulman  asked  to  be 
recorded  as  voting  in  the  affirmative. 
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Report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Report  of   Committee   on   Co-operation   in   Cases  of   Emer- 
gency was  read  by  Rabbi  Gries. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATION  IX 
CASES  OP  EMERGENCY. 

Your  Committee  on  Co-operation  in  Cases  of  Emergency 
begs  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  which  called 
the  Committee  into  existence,  it  immediately  put  itself  in  touch 
witli  other  large  national  organizations.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Union  of  Amer- 
ican Hebrew  Congregations,  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee 
and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  B'nai  B'rith,  informing  them 
that  such  a  Committee  of  our  Conference  is  in  existence,  and  that 
both  for  the  purpose  of  emphasizing  the  religious  character  of 
Jewry  and  for  the  purpose  of  an  intimate  co-operation  between 
the  leaders  in  the  pulpit  and  leaders  in  other  organizations,  our 
Committee,  as  representing  the  Conference,  is  ready  to  work  to- 
gether with  other  organizations,  whenever  emergencies  should 
require  quick  action. 

Your  Chairman  received  replies  welcoming  our  co-operation, 
when  necessary,  from  the  President  of  the  Union  of  American 
Hebrew  Congregations  and  from  the  President  of  the  American 
Jewish  Committee.  Later,  the  American  Jewish  Committee 
called  upon  your  Committee  to  present  before  the  Conference 
the  advisability  of  taking  part  in  the  campaign  for  the  making 
of  public  opinion  on  the  great  American  question,  of  the  indis- 
pensability  of  equal  treatment  by  every  government  to  all  Amer- 
ican citizens,  without  distinction  of  race  and  creed,  who  hold  an 
American  passport.  Your  Committee  responded  to  this  invita- 
tion ;  the  President  and  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Confer- 
ence prepared  a  circular,  which  was  sent  to  every  member  of  the 
Conference,  and  the  victory  for  the  American  ideal  of  perfect 
equality  of  citizenship,  as  illustrated  in  the  abrogation  of  the 
treaty  with  Russia,  which  had  been  violated  by  discrimination 
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against  American  Jewish  citizens,  was  contributed  to  in  no  small 
measure  by  members  of  the  Conference  all  over  the  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  SCHULMAN, 
DAVID  P.HILIPSON, 
MOSES  J.  GRIKS. 
WM.  S.  FRIEDMAN. 

Rabbi  Heller — This  report  does  not  look  as  if  it  invited 
discussion  at  all,  but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  very  important. 
It  is  the  first  report  this  Committee  ever  put  before  the  Con- 
ference, and  the  future  course  of  this  Committee  will  depend 
upon  the  way  we  deal  with  it.  If  it  is  important  that  this 
Committee  should  continue,  then  we  should  know  the  methods 
by  which  this  Committee  should  act. 

I  should  like  to  ask,  Mr.  President,  whether  this  Committee 
co-operated  in  the  public  representations,  I  mean  to  say  when 
representatives  of  the  three  organizations  were  to  come  before 
the  President  in  order  to  ask  him  for  action  as  to  the  pass- 
ports. I  wish  to  know  whether  and  how  our  Committee  co- 
operated in  this  particular  emergency. 

Rabbi  Schulman — The  Secretary  of  this  Conference  ap- 
peared in  Washington.  The  Secretary  told  me  that  it  was 
purely  incidental  that  he  was  there. 

Rabbi  Heller— Now  I  wish  to  submit  to  this  Conference 
whether  it  is  satisfied  with  this  species  of  co-operation,  and  I 
believe  this  is  the  time  to  consider  this  important  subject,  and 
therefore  I  take  the  privilege  of  challenging  this  very  point. 
I  think  this  is  a  point  requiring  thoughtful  deliberation.  My 
idea  of  co-operation  is  work  upon  an  equal  level,  just  as  those 
three  bodies  which  I  have  in  mind  have  their  specially  chosen 
representatives,  in  the  same  way  should  we,  as  the  religious 
representatives  of  part  of  this  country  have  the  same  kind  of 
co-operation.  If  we  are  to  stand  by  what  we  believe  to  bo 
not  only  right  but  politic,  we  ought  to  insist  that  our  body 
be  upon  the  same  equality.  As  I  understand  this  report  it 
tells  us  we  were  simply  asked  to  act  as  the  instrument  of  the 
will  of  the  representatives.  I  do  not  call  this  co-operation. 
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We  were  requested  to  aid  in  the  work  that  had  been  outlined 
by  these  bodies.  I  do  not  call  this  co-operation.  I  for  one 
think  tiiis  is  the  time,  in  a  manful,  dignified  and  calm  way, 
to  put  ourselves  upon  record  as  holding  the  conviction  -that  the 
co-operation  of  which  I  spoke  is  due  to  us  in  the  interest  of, 
not  only  our  body  alone,  but  of  American  JVwry. 

Rabbi  Philipson — I  quite  agree  with  what  Dr.  Heller  has 
said.  I  believe  the  President  referred  to  this  matter  in  his 
message.  I,  therefore,  would  move  you  that  this  report  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  President's  Message. 

Report  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
President's  Message. 

Report  of  Tract  Committee  was  presented  by  Rabbi  Philipson. 


REPORT  OF  TRACT  COMMITTEE. 

To  th(  !'/••  *'<(<.  nt  and  Members  of  the  C.  C.  A.  R.: 

Your  Committee  on  Tracts,  as  soon  as  appointed,  began  to 
put  forth  active  efforts  toward  the  publication  of  a  new  tract. 
"We  are  pleased  to  report  that  a  tract  is  now  being  prepared, 
and  we  hope  to  have  it  published  before  very  long.  The  tract 
will  treat  of  the  important  theme,  "JEWISH  ETHICS,"  and 
its  preparation  has  been  entrusted  to  the  present  President  of 
the  Conference,  Dr.  Samuel  Sehulman. 

We  hope  also  to  issue  during  the  coming  year  another  new 
tract  on  an  equally  important  subject.  Your  Committee,  how- 
ever, is  not  ready  at  this  time  to  announce  the  subject  and  the 
writer. 

From  the  -  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Solicitation  of 
Funds  you  will  have  learned  of  the  ready  response  to  the  re- 
quests for  contributions  to  the  Tract  Fund.  This  response  from 
our  co-religionists  in  all  parts  of  the  country  indicates  the  wide- 
spread appreciation  of  the  importance  of  this  feature  of  tlip 
work  of  the  Conference. 

We  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered 
to  issue  during  the  coming  year  20,000  copies  of  each  of  the  two 
new  tracts  mentioned  above. 
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We  recommend  to  the  incoming  Executive  Committee  thai 
they  grant  permission  to  the  Tract  Committee  to  reprint  a  new 
edition  of  Tract  Number  I,  "What  Do  Jews  Believe?"  by  H.  G. 
Enelow,  "and  of  Tract  Number  II,  "The  Jew  in  America/'  by 
David  Philipson,  should  the  Committee  find  this  advisable. 

We  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed 
to  have  prepared  a  mailing  list  of  leaders  of  opinion  and  others 
throughout  the  country  to  whom  the  tracts  shall  be  sent  as  they 
appear. 

We  recommend  that  all  contributors  to  the  Tract  Fund  be 
communicated  with  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Conference  to  learn 
how  many  copies  of  each  tract  as  it  is  published  they  may  desire 
for  distribution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  PHILIPSON,  Chairman, 
LEO  M.  FRANKLIN, 
MAX  HELLER, 
JOSEPH  STOLZ, 
S.  SCHULMAN. 

Rabbi  Grie$ — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to  raise  any  de- 
bate, but  as  I  heard  the  reading  of  it,  I  noticed  that  part  of 
the  report  recommended  that  the  Committee  be  empowered  to 
issue,  during  the  coming  year,  twenty  thousand  copies,  etc. 
It  would  be  better  if  the  Conference  empowered  the  Executive 
Committee  to  do  that,  if  the  Executive  Committee  desires  to 
do  it.  I  move  that  the  language  be  changed  to  express  that 
thought. 

Rabbi  Philipson — Very  well;  I  will  adopt  that. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern — I  would  also  suggest  that  where  the 
report  provides  for  a  new  edition  of  ten  thousand  copies  of 
tracts,  that  the  number  be  not  determined,  but  that  authoriza- 
tion be  given  to  get  out  a  new  edition,  leaving  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  find  out  just  what  the  requirement  will  be. 

Rabbi  Philipson — We  are  satisfied  if  you  want  it  this  way: 
We  recommend  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to 
issue  during  the  coming  year  as  many  copies  of  these  new 
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tracts  as  they  may  find  advisable.  We  recommend  that  the 
incoming  Executive  Committee  grant  permission  to  the  Tract 
( Ymimittee  to  print  a  new  edition  each  of  tracts  one  and  two, 
if  found  advisable,  instead  of  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  new 
edition. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Tracts  was  received  and  adopted. 


VERBAL    REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    OX    WEEK    DAY 

SERVICES. 

BY  RABBI  MOSES  J.  GRIES. 

Rabbi  Gries — Rabbi  Enelow,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Week  Day  Service,  expected  to  have  a  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee here.  It  was  impossible  for  Rabbi  Enelow  to  have  that 
meeting  here  to  draft  any  formal  report,  and  he  asked  me  when 
the  matter  came  up  to  make  report  that  we  had  agreed  that 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference at  various  times  had  expressed  a  desire  to  use  the  prayer- 

k  for  week  day  services,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Committee  did  not  wish  to  confine  the  edition  of  this  revision 
to  the  members  and  those  few  using  the  book ;  the  .Committee 
wanted  the  right  to  be  given  to  let  those  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence who  desired  the  revision  to  send  in  their  requests  for  it 
and  the  Committee  would  attend  to  the  matter. 

Rabbi  Schulman — Practically  it  amounts  to  a  request  for 
time. 

Rabbi  Gries — Further  than  that,  the  book  has  been  sent  out 
in  former  years  for  criticism,  and  we  wanted  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  sending  again  to  the  Conference.  There  are  no 
copies  available  to  be  sent  out — we  have  exhausted  the  previous 
edition — and  we  did  not  want  to  reprint. 

Verbal  report  adopted  with  understanding  that  a  report  be 
presented  next  year. 

Report  of  Lyceum  Bureau  Committee  was  presented  by 
Rabbi  Leo  M.  Franklin,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  LYCEUM  BUREAU  COMMITTEE. 

It  is  not  without  some  embarrassment  that  the  Lyceum  Bu- 
reau Committee  reports  that  during  the  year  it  has  done  nothing 
to  justify  its  existence.  This  has  been  due,  however,  not  to  a 
lack  of  courtesy  to  the  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee,  nor  to  a  wilful  desire  to  neglect  work  entrusted 
to  it,  but  it  will  be  recalled  that  at  the  last  Conference  much 
doubt  was  expressed  on  the  part  of  a  very  large  portion  of  our 
membership  as  to  the  wisdom  of  continuing  this  Committee  or 
expending  further  time,  effort  and  money  on  the  work  it  had  in 
hand.  Although  the  motion  to  discontinue  the  committee  was 
lost  by  a  narrow  majority,  the  sentiment  that  the  energies  of 
the  Conference  might  better  be  directed  in  other  channels  seemed 
to  be  fairly  general.  Accordingly,  at  the  beginning  of  the  cur- 
rent year,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee,  in  consultation  with 
the  president  of  the  Conference,  decided  that  no  work  should  be 
undertaken  during  the  present  season  unless  some  very  pressing 
demand  for  it  appeared  in  one  quarter  or  another.  No  such  de- 
mand has  shown  itself,  and  accordingly  no  work  has  been  done. 
Nonetheless,  it  is  not  without  gratification  that  we  report  that 
in  a  number  of  communities  where  Jewish  work  was  started  dur- 
ing the  past  several  years  by  the  Lyceum  Bureau  Committee  it 
has  been  continued  independently,  particularly  in  several  places 
where  there  is  no  well-organized  Congregation  and  no  resident 
rabbi.  The  work  of  the  Lyceum  Bureau  Committee,  therefore, 
has  been,  as  from  the  beginning  we  have  held  it  should  be,  essen- 
tially inspirational.  More  active  work  has  been  done  by  other 
agencies,  notably  the  Department  of  School  and  Synagogue  Ex- 
tension of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  a  body 
that  is  far  better  equipped  to  carry  on  this  work  than  we  are. 

Accordingly,  it  is  the  recommendation  of  your  Committee 
that  Article  III,  Section  1,  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Conference, 
be  amended  by  the  omission  of  paragraph  twelve,  calling  for  the 
annual  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  Lyceum  Bureau. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  there  remained  in  the 
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hands  of  the  Committee  a  balance  of  $34.24.  This  amount  re- 
mains intact,  and  it  is  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  that 
it  be  placed  in  the  general  fund  of  the  Conference,  from  which 
it  was  originally  taken. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEO    M .    FRAN KLI  x . 

Louis  BERNSTEIN. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted:  the  accompanying 
amendment  to  the  By-Laws  was  carried,  and  the  Committee 
discharged  with  thanks. 

MESSAGE  OF  CONDOLENCE  TO  RABBI  LANDSBERG. 

The  following  message  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote : 
The  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis  extend  to  you 
and  your  family  their  sincere  condolence  in  your  great  bereave- 
ment. "We  mourn  with  you  the  loss  of  the  noble,  high-minded 
woman,  the  devoted  wife  and  mother  in  Israel,  and  pray  that 
God  may  comfort  you.  May  the  sweet  memory  of  her  exem- 
plary life  sustain  you  in  your  sorrow. 

DR.  K.  KOHLER,  Chairman, 
MOSES  J.  GRIK-. 
JOSEPH  STOLZ. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  APRIL  15. 

REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE    ON   DEPENDENTS,    DE- 
FECTIVES, AND  DELINQUENTS. 

The  report  was  presented  by  Rabbi  Joseph  Kornfeld,  Chair- 
man. 

To  tin  Prtsidcnt  and  M<  mb<  /•.>-.  Cnitral  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis: 

The  Committee  on  Defectives,  Dependents  and  Delinquents 
begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  plans  of  activity  to  be 
pursued  by  this  Committee,  it  was  decided  that  we  could  not 
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recommend  to  this  Conference  any  action  that  might  lead  to  re- 
sults of  a  lasting  nature  without  first  possessing  sufficient  data 
both  as  to  the  number  and  the  needs  of  those  with  whose  religious 
care  we  are  charged.  Accordingly,  your  Committee  has  issued 
a  questionnaire,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  presented. 

While  our  members  have  responded  quite  generally,  there 
are  thirteen  States  concerning  which  we  have  as  yet  no  informa- 
tion whatever.  And  of  those  who  have  replied  only  very  few  are 
sufficiently  accurate.  Before  this  Conference  will  be  in  position 
to  do  any  constructive  work,  a  great  deal  more  of  preliminary  in- 
vestigation will  have  to  bo  done  by  this  Committee.  Unless  we 
know,  approximately  at  least,  the  number  of  Jewish  inmates  in 
the  various  institutions  of  any  State  it  would  hardly  be  fair  to 
urge  the  communities  within  that  State  to  -unite  in  supporting 
a  chaplain.  Take,  for  instance,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  If 
one  were  to  judge  by  the  information  we  received  thus  far  re- 
garding that  State,  he  might  be  led  to  conclude  that  there  was 
no  need  of  a  person  devoting  his  entire  time  to  that  work  within 
that  State,  and  our  endeavor  to  have  the  latter  maintain  one 
might  be  deemed  unjustifiable.  Yet,  presuming  that  Pennsyl- 
vania has  as  large  a  Jewish  population  as  Ohio,  and  the  condi- 
tions are  not  dissimilar,  there  is  certainly  a  crying  need  for 
such  a  functionary,  for,  according  to  even  an  incomplete  cen- 
sus, there  are  in  Ohio  three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  souls  for 
whose  care  we  should  deem  ourselves  responsible.  This  instance 
should  make  perfectly  apparent  the  need  of  having  more  ac- 
curate information. 

However,  notwithstanding  the  vagueness  of  the  answers 
there  are  several  facts  clearly  brought  out  in  them.  Concerning 
one  especially  we  have  a  positive  expression  and  almost  a  una- 
nimity of  opinion,  namely,  the  uselessness  of  a  Jewish  Prisoners 
Aid  Society.  Even  those  members  who  confessed  complete 
ignorance  of  the  conditions  in  the  States  wherein  they  reside, 
know  that  such  an  organization  would  be  altogether  superfluous. 
But  in  the  face  of  the  report  we  have  from  Montreal,  their  views 
might  be  subject  to  some  slight  revision.  In  that  city  there 
are  only  nineteen  Jewish  adult  and  about  twenty  juvenile  de- 
linquents, and  the  chaplain  is  employed  to  care  for  them.  We 
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may,  therefore,  reasonably  presume  that  they  are  given  a  great 
deal  more  attention  than  those  who  are  only  occasionally  visited 
l.y  a  Rabbi.  Yet,  says  Rabbi  Gordon  of  Montreal,  "recently  a 
Jewish  Prisoners  Aid  Society  was  formed  which  is  doing  splen- 
did work."  Many  of  the  Rabbis  responded  "no"  to  the  ques- 
tion, "Is  there  need  for  the  formation  of  a  Jewish  Prisoners 
Aid  Society  ? ' '  simply  because  the  State  cares  for  the  discharged 
prisoners.  Their  reason,  however,  loses  considerable  force  when 
we  realize  that  the  State  operates  in  the  name  of  Law,  while  the 
intention  of  the  Jewish  Prisoners  Aid  Society  is  that  Love 
might  be  given  a  chance  to  reclaim  those  who  possibly  for  the 
lack  of  it  have  fallen.  Without  unduly  urging  the  formation 
of  such  a  national  organization  having  local  branches,  this  Com- 
mittee deems  it  but  fair  to  point  out  the  difference  between 
what  is  being  done  for  the  discharged  delinquent  by  the  State 
and  what  might  be  done  with  him,  if  he  were  made  to  feel  that 
he  can  find  some  band  of  noble  men  and  women  who  will  help 
him  to  overcome  his  weaknesses  and  resist  temptation.  The  Big 
Brother  Movement  has  been  suggested  as  an  efficient  means  of 
meeting  this  demand  for  the  discharged  prisoner  and  delin- 
quent. It  has  been  tried  in  several  cities  and  proved  a  pro- 
nounced success.  Yet.  after  all  if  the  Big  Brother  Movement  is 
to  be  a  real  success  it  must  be  a  national  organization,  so  that 
Jewish  inmates  of  institutions  far  removed  from  any  Jewish 
community  might  know  whither  to  turn  in  time  of  need. 

Another  condition  revealed  as  a  result  of  these  answers  is 
the  existence  of  a  large  number  of  State  institutions  having  Jew- 
ish inmates  where  no  divine  services  are  conducted  during  the 
Passover  and  the  high  holidays,  even  though  these  institutions 
are  located  in  cities  having  Rabbis. 

Even  more  discouraging  are  the  answers  concerning  the  sup- 
ply of  Jewish  Bibles  and  religious  literature. 

Hardly  any  religious  classes  are  organized  for  the  deaf  and 
blind  children,  despite  the  fact  that  the  number  might  amply 
warrant  it.  Xor  are  these  children  supplied  with  Sabbath  School 
literature. 

As  to  the  possibility  of  placing  Jewish  orphans  in  homes 
for  adoption,  the  preponderating  opinion  is  negative.  Not  a 
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single  one  is  enthusiastically  in  favor  of  it.  In  view  of  the  fact, 
hoAvever,  that  some  of  the  larger  cities  have  not  reported,  we 
are  as  little  prepared  to  make  a  definite  statement  in  regard 
to  this  as  some  of  the  other  problems  which  we  are  studying. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing recommendations: 

First.  That  this  Committee  be  given  more  time  for  gather- 
ing: information  prerequisite  to  final  action. 

Second.  That  it  be  authorized  to  take  such  steps  as  it  deems 
necessary  to  supply  all  of  our  institutions  containing  Jewish 
inmates  with  prayer-books  and  such  religious  literature  as  may 
be  suitable  to  their  needs. 

Third.  That  the  members  of  this  Conference  be  urged  to 
conduct  religious  services  in  the  institutions  within  their  reach 
and  organize  religious  classes  for  the  deaf  and  blind  children 
in  care  of  State  institutions. 

Fourth.  That  for  the  purpose  of  centralizing  this  work,  this 
Committee  be  regarded  as  an  agency  of  the  Conference  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  religious  care  of  Jewish  Dependents,  De- 
fectives and  Delinquents,  and  that  the  services  of  this  Committee 
be  always  at  the  command  of  any  and  all  members  of  the 
Conference.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ISRAEL  KLEIN, 

ABRAM  SIMON, 

S.  C.  LOWENSTEIN, 

JOS.   S.  KORNFELD. 

Eabbi  Elzas — With  your  permission,  I  would  like  to  say 
just  one  word  with  reference  to  the  very  interesting  report  on 
this  very  vital  problem.  I  should  like  to  speak  about  one  small 
portion  of  this  work  concerning  which  the  report  seems  to  know 
nothing,  though  I  forwarded  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee a  detailed  statement  of  what  has  been  done  in  New 
York  City  within  the  past  eighteen  months  in  the  matter  of 
the  deaf-mutes.  Our  work  on  behalf  of  the  deaf  has  been  as 
thoroughly  and  systematically  conducted  as  it  was  possible  to 
conduct  it,  and  we  investigated,  first  of  all,  exhaustively  by  a 
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house  to  house  canvass,  the  number  of  deaf-mutes.  I  have 
investigated  and  shall  shortly  print  an  analytical  statement  of 
a  thousand  cases  of  deaf-mutism  among  Jews  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  the  causes  of  deaf-mutism.  "We  are  printing  also 
another  pamphlet  on  the  prevention  of  deafness  and  we  are 
going  to  conduct  a  campaign  among  the  deaf  with  a  view  of 
instructing  the  deaf  along  certain  lines  about  which  they  ought 
to  know;  for  instance,  the  marriage  of  deaf-mutes,  because  the 
question  is  a  very  serious  one.  The  number  of  Jews  in  New 
York  is  perhaps  one  to  five  of  the  general  population,  and  the 
number  of  Jewish  deaf-mutes  is  practically  of  the  same  propor- 
tion. In  addition  to  this  fact  congenital  deafness,  as  well  as 
accidental  deafness,  is  increasing  year  by  year  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  annual  increase  in  the  population.  We  have 
come  to  know  that  we  must  investigate  the  causes  and  see  what 
shall  be  done.  We  have  two  large  institutions  where  there  are 
Jewish  children.  There  is  that  wonderful  institution  at  Sixty- 
seventh  Street  and  Lexington  Avenue,  New  York  City,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Jewish  children,  and  there  is  that  mag- 
nificent institution  at  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-third  Street  and 
Washington  Heights.  We  have  a  congregation  of  deaf-mutes 
at  Temple  Emanu-El  that  meets  every  Friday  night,  and  a 
Congregation  at  Brooklyn  also  of  young  men  and  young  women, 
deaf-mutes,  that  meets  every  Sunday  afternoon.  In  addition 
to  this,  we  look  after  the  industrial  welfare  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand mutes,  and  if  they  have  no  trades  we  teach  them,  and 
if  they  are  out  of  work  we  find  them  employment.  For  the 
last  eighteen  months  the  religious  instruction  at  institutions, 
the  preaching  to  the  people  by  means  of  the  sign-language, 
which  I  have  had  to  master  with  the  aid  of  a  deaf-mute,  has 
been  done  with  minute  attention  and  hard  work.  Also,  the 
industrial  work  occupies  my  time  four  mornings  a  week.  It 
is  delightful  to  know  that  we  have  a  Committee  of  the  Con- 
ference that  is  looking  after  the  matter  of  assisting  in  the  care 
of  these  unfortunates.  We  have  in  the  last  few  days  had  a  Bill 
passed  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  looking  to  a  furtherance  of  the  work, 
as  up  until  now  our  money  has  come  from  private  parties.  We 
have  not  had  very  much ;  we  need  much  more,  for  this  year  at 
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least,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  Executive  Committee  could  be 
authorized  to  make  some  small  contributions  to  this  work. 

Rabbi  Sckulman — Do  you  make  that  as  an  amendment? 

Rabbi  Elzas — Yes. 

Rabbi  Stolz — Mr.  President,  in  your  message  you  spoke 
about  the  co-operation  of  our  organization  with  other  national 
organizations.  It  so  happens  that  there  is  an  association  of  our 
charitable  organizations  in  this  country  that  is  also  interested 
in  Delinquents  and  Dependents,  and  I  think  the  •  Chairman  of 
this  Committee  should  go  to  that  Congress  to  be  held  in  Cleve- 
land in  June,  to  present  the  matter  to  them  and  ask  their  as- 
sistance, say,  in  gathering  statistics;  and  I  think  at  the  same 
time  it  would  be  well  for  our  Conference  to  call  attention  to 
the  necessity  for  religious  work  in  the  various  institutions,  for 
I  know  there  are  some  localities  where  there  is  considerable 
opposition  on  the  part  of  these  charitable  organizations  to  hav- 
ing any  kind  of  religious  work  done;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  if  our  Executive  Committee  would  communicate 
with  the  national  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Jewish 
Charities  and  ask  for  permission  to  present  this  matter  at  one 
of  the  meetings. 

Rabbi  Ories — Might  I  suggest  that  we  do  not  ask  for  a  place 
on  their  official  program ;  we  desire  to  place  some  communication 
before  them. 

Rabbi  Sckulman — We  might  leave  that  to  them.  What  we 
want  is  that  our  work  shall  be  presented  before  them,  and  ask 
them  to,  co-operate  with  us. 

The  AMENDMENT  to  the  motion  to  receive  and  concur  in  the 
recommendations,  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee  the 
question  of  making  appropriation  for  New  York  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  was  carried. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Executive  Committee  arrange  with 
the  National  Conference  of  Jewish  Charities,  to  have  the  Con- 
ference Committee  on  Dependents.  Defectives  and  Delinquents 
present  a  report  through  the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Kornfeld,  and 
to  co-operate  with  the  National  Conference  of  Jewish  Charities. 
The  motion  was  carried.  The  report  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  011  the  Elaboration  of  a  Systematic 
Theology  was  presented  by  Chairman,  Rabbi  Schulman. 


REPORT  ON  THE  ELABORATION  OF  A  SYSTEMATIC 

THEOLOGY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Elaboration  of  a  Systematic  Theology, 
which  was  practically  made  a  Committee  on  the  publication  of 
a  Volume  of  Theological  Essays,  by  action  at  the  Convention  in 
Frankfort,  Mich.,  renewed  by  the  Convention  in  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
begs  to  report  that  the  Committee,  at  a  meeting  in  January, 
decided  to  publish  a  volume  containing  sixteen  essays,  assigned 
to  various  writers.  These  essays  to  be  written  in  a  scholarly  and 
popular  style,  so  that  they  may  appeal  to  the  average  cultured 
reader.  Writers  have  been  asked  both  from  our  country  and 
abroad.  We  herewith  give  the  names  of  the  subjects  and  the 
writers,  who  have  already  accepted,  leaving,  however,  a  blank 
opposite  some  subjects,  because  we  are  still  corresponding  with 
men,  to  whom  we  have  assigned  these.  The  essays  are : 

"The  Seat  of  Authority  in  Judaism/' 

'Immanence  and  Transcendence  in  the  Jewish  Conception 
of  God/'  Professor  David  Neumark. 

;'Keneseth  Yisroel  or  Synagogue,"  Samuel  Schulman. 

'The   Kingdom   of   God   and   the  Messianic   Ideal, "   David 
Philipson. 

"Holiness  as  the  Ethical  Ideal  of  the  Individual,"  Max 
Heller. 

1 '  Justice  as  the  Social  Ideal. ' ' 

'The  Jewish  Attitude  Toward  Life  After  Death,"  William 
Rosenau. 

'The  Compatibility  of  Revelation  with  Science,"  Rabbiner 
Dr.  Caesar  Seligmami,  Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

'The  Place  of  the  Bible  in  Judaism,"  Hyman  G.  Enelow. 

'Tradition  and  the  Jewish  Consciousness,"  Professor  E.  Z. 
Lauterbach. 

'The  Conception  of  Law  in  Judaism." 
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"The  Relation  of  the  Synagogue  to  the  State,"  Joseph 
Krauskopf. 

"The  Attitude  of  Judaism  Toward  Other  Faiths." 
"Judaism  and  Proselytism, "  Kaufman  Kohler. 
"Man's  Approach  to  Deity  in  Judaism"    (Prayer,   Sacri- 
fice, Worship,  etc.). 

"Sabbath  and  Holy  Days,"  Joseph  Stolz. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  SCHULMAN. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Co-operation  Between  Conference 
and  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  was  pre- 
sented by  Chairman,  Rabbi  Philipson. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATION  BE- 
TWEEN THE  CONFERENCE  AND  THE  UNION  OF 
AMERICAN  HEBREW  CONGREGATIONS. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  C.  C.  A.  R.: 

During  the  past  three  years  the  Conference  has  furnished  the 
Union  with  copies  of  the  Union  Prayer  Book  for  use  in  Con- 
gregations at  summer  resorts,  established  by  the  Board  of  School 
and  Synagogue  Extension.  The  Union  has  appropriated  re- 
cently one  thousand  dollars  for  this  work.  We  recommend  that 
this  co-operation  continue,  and  that  the  Conference  Publication 
Committee  be  instructed  to  furnish  the  Union  with  the  neces- 
sary prayer-books,  and  that  the  Conference  Committee  on  Sum- 
mer Services  be  instructed  to  assist  the  Union  in  all  possible 
ways  toward  the  successful  pursuance  of  this  work. 

Through  its  Board  of  School  and  Synagogue  Extension  the 
Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  has  distributed  the 
pamphlets  of  Holiday  sermons  prepared  and  published  by  the 
Conference.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  this  pamphlet 
were  distributed  last  year.  Numerous  requests  have  been  made 
for  sermons  for  other  holidays  not  now  included  in  the  pamphlet, 
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namely,  Pesacli.  Sliabuoth,  Succoth,  as  well  as  the  half  holidays 
Purim  and  Chanukah.  We  recommend  that  the  Conference 
Committee  on  Sermonic  Literature  be  instructed  to  include  in 
the  next  pamphlet  one  sermon  for  each  of  these  five  holidays. 

Fifteen  thousand  press  notices  on  the  Jewish  holidays,  pre- 
pared by  the  Conference  Committee  on  Church  and  State,  were 
distributed  broadcast  during  the  past  year  by  the  U.  A.  H.  C. 
through  its  department  of  School  and  Synagogue  Extension. 
We  recommend  that  this  co-operation  be  continued. 

This  same  department  of  the  Union  distributed  last  year  two 
thousand  copies  of  calendars  of  the  Jewish  holidays,  prepared 
by  the  Conference  Committee  on  Church  and  State,  to  schools, 
colleges  and  institutions  for  dependents,  defectives  and  delin- 
quents. We  make  a  similar  recommendation  as  above. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Conference  furnished  the  Union 
with  reprints  of  portions  of  the  Union  Prayer  Book  for  use  in 
synagogue  extension  work.  This  was  not  done  last  year.  A 
number  of  these  reprints  are  still  in  the  hands  of  our  agents, 
the  Block  Publishing  Company.  We  recommend  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Publication  Committee  be  empowered  to  furnish  the 
Director  of  the  Department  of  School  and  Synagogue  Extension 
of  the  Union  with  as  many  copies  of  these  reprints  as  they 
jointly  may  find  necessary  for  the  work  of  synagogue  extension. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  PHILIPSON,  Chairman, 

A.    GUTTMACHER, 
S.    SCHULMAX. 

Report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

DISCUSSION   OX   SERMONIC   LITERATURE. 

Rabbi  Hirschberg — May  I  make  a  request  of  the  brethren 
here,  that  you  kindly  send  in  sermons  which  you  would  like 
included  in  the  sermon  pamphlet  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

Rabbi  Rosenau — I  want  to  make  a  practical  suggestion.  It 
appears  to  me  that  if  the  Committee  has  failed  to  get  sermons, 
it  may  be  due  to  the  fact  entirely  that  the  reports  have  been 
sent  out  too  late,  usually  at  the  beginning  of  our  vacations.  I 
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would  suggest  that  in  future  these  requests  go  out  immediately 
after  Rosh  Hashonah  and  Yom  Kippur  of  the  year  preceding 
printing  of  the  pamphlet. 

Rabbi  Hirschberg — That  course  had  been  pursued. 

See  Sermonic  Literature  Committee  Report,  page  71. 

The  report  of  the  Ministers'  Handbook  Committee  was  read 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

REPORT   OF   THE   MINISTERS'   HANDBOOK 
COMMITTEE. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  April  7,  1912. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members,  C.  C.  A.  R.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

GENTLEMEN:  Your  Committee  on  Ministers'  Handbook  begs 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  which  consists  of  the  manu- 
script of  the  proposed  handbook.  Two  copies  of  the  manuscript 
accompany  this  report. 

The  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  this  report  and 
the  printing  of  five  hundred  copies  of  the  handbook  for  free 
distribution  among  the  members  of  the  Conference ;  the  re- 
mainder to  be  sold  at  a  price  to  be  determined  on  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

The  work  of  this  Committee  has  dragged  on  now  for  ten 
years.  It  was  created  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  Rabbi  Joseph  Silverman,  president  of  the  Conference  in  1902. 
Several  groups  of  our  members  have  reported  from  time  to  time. 
In  1908,  the  Committee  submitted  a  galley  manuscript  to  the 
various  members  of  the  Conference.  This  has  since  been  re- 
vised. The  present  Committee  has  been  guided  by  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  its  predecessors  from  time  to  time.  In  response 
to  the  request  sent  out  to  the  members  of  the  Conference  some 
dozen  sent  in  prayers  and  services  for  our  use.  We  wish  to 
thank  these  gentlemen.  Even  where  we  could  not  use  their 
work,  their  co-operation  was  inspiring,  and  in  many  cases  part 
of  their  work  has  been  incorporated  in  the  Committee's  report. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  has  been  largely  editorial,  though 
a  few  changes  have  been  incorporated. 

The  marriage  service  which  has  been  substituted  for   the 
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old  one  is  the  one  now  given  by  Dr.  K.  Kohler  to  his  classes 
in   Ilomiletics  at  the  Hebrew  Union  College.     It  seemed  to  us 
to  incorporate  all  the  qualities  desirable  for  such  a  service- 
brevity,  dignity  and  beauty.    "We  feel  certain  that  the  Confer- 
ence will  gladly  endorse  the  substitution. 

The  Golden  and  Silver  Wedding  Service  has  been  left  un- 
changed. 

We  believe  that  the  wording  of  the  ceremony  at  Brit  Milah 
will  avoid  all  controversial  difficulties  and  satisfy  conservative 
and  liberal  alike. 

"Naming  the  Child  in  the  Synagogue"  has  been  slightly 
modified  along  the  lines  of  language  and  rhetoric. 

The  beautiful  Confirmation  Service  is  the  work  of  Rabbi 
Abraham  Cronbach.  We  are  all  the  debtors  of  our  colleague 
for  his  generous  act  in  placing  the  service  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Conference.  Various  suggestions  have  been  printed  at  the 
head  of  this  "service  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Conference  in  1910. 

Dr.  Philipson  has  similarly  put  his  Harvest  Service  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Conference  for  incorporation  in  the  Manual. 
The  Committee  wishes  to  voice  its  appreciation  of  his  kindness. 

But  one  prayer  for  the  sick-room  has  been  prepared.  It  is 
the  resultant  of  all  submitted,  and  the  Committee  thought  that 
one  good  prayer  was  worth  a  half  dozen  inferior  ones.  After 
all,  these  prayers,  etc.,  are  to  serve  as  models  and  offer  sug- 
gestions rather  than  to  appear  as  final  and  authoritative. 

Similarly  as  regards  the  Prayer  on  the  Death  Bed. 

The  Funeral  Service  stands  as  submitted  by  the  1910  Com- 
mittee, except  with  one  or  two  verbal  corrections. 

We  think  it  wise  to  reprint  the  Service  at  the  House  of 
Mourning  in  full  in  the  handbook. 

The  formula  for  Reception  of  Proselytes  stands  as  adopted, 
save  with  a  few  minor  changes.  This  Committee  believes  it  wise, 
for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  to  adhere  to  the  old  confession  of 
faith,  both  in  this  service  and  in  the  Confirmation  Service. 
They  have  been  in  use  now  for  a  number  of  years,  and  are  brief 
and  to  the  point.  A  declaration  of  faith  need  not  be  a  work 
on  theology. 
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The  prayer  at  the  Corner-stone  Laying  has  been  written 
out  in  full,  in  accord  with  the  instructions  of  the  Conference. 
This  prayer  is  the  work  of  Rabbi  Kopald,  of  Stockton,  and  com- 
mended itself  to  the  Committee  by  its  splendid  diction  and  lofty 
thought  and  sentiment. 

The  other  services  and  prayers  have  been  left  unchanged. 
Brethren,  let  us  repeat  again:  This  handbook  is  to  be  used 
at  the  discretion  of  the  individual  rabbi.  It  is  not  an  authori- 
tative compilation  whose  use  is  salvational.  Without  doubt  it 
will  not  thoroughly  satisfy,  every  member  of  the  Conference; 
but  it  seems  to  be  about  as  good  a  compilation  as  we  can  get 
together  from  the  members  of  the  Conference,  who  are  so  strong 
in  their  criticisms  on  the  floor  of  the  Conference  but  so  indif- 
ferent in  aiding  the  actual  work  of  compilation,  etc. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  wishes  to  thank  his  col- 
leagues for  their  prompt,  kindly  and  useful  co-operation  in  this 
work.  He  wishes  also  to  add  that  the  need  of  that  "oft-promised 
index  to  the  Year  Books  of  the  Conference  made  itself  evident 
in  the  necessary  work  of  finding  out  what  had  been  done  by 
previous  committees  who  had  busied  themselves  with  this  work. 
He  hopes  the  index  may  soon  be  completed. 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

MARTIN  A.  MEYER,  Chairman. 

Louis  J.  KOPALD, 

SAMUEL  KOCH, 

M.  H.  HARRIS, 

I.  L.  LEUCHT. 

After  the  motion  was  passed  to  receive  the  report  the  fol- 
lowing discussion  ensued: 

Rabbi  Schulman — This  is  a  matter  which  has  been  dragging 
in  this  Conference  for  about  ten  years.  Gentlemen,  you  have 
heard  this  report  of  the  Committee.  This  is  a  report,  strictly 
speaking,  the  purpose  of  which  we  have  only  heard.  The  body 
of  the  report  is,  of  course,  the  manuscript.  That  we  have  not 
heard  read.  If  you  adopt  this  report,  it  disposes  of  the  whole 
matter.  We  have  a  report  and  we  are  thankful  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Now  this  is  what  is  before  you:  The  report  of  the 
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Committee  on  Minister's  Handbook  containing  the  manuscripts 
which  it  wants  printed;  five  hundred  copies,  it  says,  should  be 
printed  for  free  distribution  and  a  certain  price  put  on  the 
rest.  What  is  your  pleasure? 

Rabbi  Harris — I  should  like  to  know  what  became  of  the 
report  submitted  at  the  Conference  last  year,  when  I  was 
Chairman  and  was  unable  to  be  present.  I  sent  in  a  report 
and  was  in  touch  with  my  Committee,  and  acted  on  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Conference  the  year  previous.  I  looked  in  the 
Year  Book  and  found  that  because  of  my  absence  the  report 
was  not  even  read,  no  action  was  taken,  and  I  felt  in  a  position 
of  some  perplexity. 

Rabbi  Schulman — When  your  report,  as  far  as  I  remem- 
ber, was  presented  at  the  last  Convention  in  St.  Paul,  it  was 
a  report  signed  by  you  alone,  by  no  other  member  of  your 
Committee,  and  the  Conference,  because  of  your  absence  and 
because  this  report  was  signed  by  you  alone,  decided  not  to  re- 
ceive such  a  report.  That  was  the  status  in  which  your  manu- 
script or  report  was  left  by  an  act  of  the  Conference,  if  I 
remember  aright.  Now,  then,  after  the  new  administration  was 
organized  for  the  new  year  the  question  came  up  as  to  what 
to  do  with  this  work,  and  a  new  Committee  was  appointed.  The 
report  of  your  Committee  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  since 
no  member  of  the  Committee  was  present,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee  to  make  proper  disposal  of  it,  but 
in  any  event  to  present  the  matter  for  final  action  at  the  next 
Conference.  What  the  Executive  Committee  decided  to  do  was 
to  present  your  report  to  the  next  committee  appointed.  Rabbi 
Meyer  is  constantly  referring  to  your  report.  He  got  in  1911 
reports  sent  by  me  to  him.  Furthermore,  the  Chairman  of  last 
year's  Committee  was  appointed  a  member  of  this  Committee, 
and  he  accepted,  and  presumably  he  was  in  touch  with  his 
Chairman,  but  his  name  is  not  affixed  to  this  report.  In  other 
words,  the  work  of  the  last  Commfttee  by  no  means  went  for 
naught,  it  was  incorporated  in  the  work  of  this  Committee.  But 
the  Conference  took  the  ground  that  last  year's  report  was  not 
in  a  shape  upon  which  we  could  act. 

Rabbi  Foster— This  report,  with  respect  to  the  manuscripts, 
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almost  in  toto,  has  been  printed  before  and  distributed  among 
members  of  this  Conference  three  years  ago.  T  move  that  a 
sufficient  time  for  thorough  investigation  into  the  merits  of  the 
manuscripts  be  allowed,  and  that  the  words,  '"it  may  lessen 
fees  but  will  add  dignity/'  etc.,  be  stricken  out  and  the  report 
be  received  and  the  manuscript  of  this  report  be  handed  over 
to  the  Executive  Committee  for  final  action. 

Rabbi  C.  S.  Levy — I  would  like  to  make  an  amendment  that 
the  entire  matter  on  "Eulogy"  be  eliminated.  Other  extraneous 
matter  referred  to  in  this  report  is  the  matter  of  Index. 

A  Voice — I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Conference  to 
one  matter  in  this  report  which  seems  to  have  been  overlooked. 
This  Deport  comes  before  us  in  the  same  manner  in  which  it 
last  year  came  before  us,  with  this  exception  that,  instead  of 
being  signed  by  one  man  who  was  not  present,  it  is  signed  by 
three  men  who  are  not  present,  and  the  only  man  of  that  Com- 
mittee who  is  present  has  not  affixed  his  name.  Now,  in  justice 
to  Dr.  Harris,  and  his  Committee  of  last  year,  this  report  should 
be  accorded  identically  the  same  treatment  as  was  accorded  the 
report  of  last  year. 

Rabbi  Schulman — It  is  the  Chair's  duty  to  make  clear  to  this 
House  that  the  analogy  does  not  hold  good.  When  we  call  for 
a  meeting  in  April  around  Passover,  and  a  man  lives  in  San 
Francisco,  it  may  become  a  physical  impossibility  for  him  to 
come.  He  took  pains  to  prepare  this  report  and  get  the  sig- 
natures affixed;  he  was  in  touch  with  the  members  of  that 
Committee  to  that  extent. 

Rabbi  Gries — Rabbi  Harris  is  a  member  of  this  Committee 
Did  you  see  a  copy  of  this  report  before  the  Conference? 

Rabbi  Harris — I  received  a  copy. 

Rabbi  Stolz — There  are  two  different  matters  before  the 
Conference  now.  One  is  the  elimination  of  a  certain  portion 
or  portions  of  the  report,  with  which  I  think  we  are  all  per- 
fectly agreed,  then  comes  the  second  matter  to  refer  the  whole 
subject  to  the  Executive  Committee  with  full  power  to  act,  to 
print  in  book  form  a  manuscript  which  none  of  us  has  seen. 
The  Conference  has  never  given  its  sanction  to  the  publication 
of  any  book  officially  which  it  has  not  seen  first  in  printed  form 
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presented  as  material  to  the  Conference.  Heretofore  we  have 
had  one  whole  Minister's  Handbook  prepared  from  beginning  to 
end,  sent  out  to  the  whole  Conference  and  the  Conference  re- 
jected it  in  toto;  twice  that  manuscript  was  set  up  and  twice 
'•ejected  in  toto,  and  now  we  are  going  to  hand  it  over  to  the 
Executive  Committee  and  say,  with  our  official  imprint,  they 
are  going  to  print  five  hundred  copies  and  that  will  be  the 
official  book.  That  is  against  all  precedent.  We  have  never 
done  that  with  anything  we  ever  published.  I  would,  there- 
fore, move  as  an  amendment,  Mr.  President,  that  this  report 
of  the  Committee  of  this  year  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  who  shall  consider  the  best  manner  in  which  it 
shall  be  presented  to  the  Conference  to  meet  one  year  from 
now.  They  can  read  it  and  find  out  what  is  the  best  disposi- 
tion for  it. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minister's  Handbook  was 
received  after  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  words  relating  to 
fees  and  eulogy  be  stricken  out  and  the  whole  manuscript  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Board  to  determine  the  best  way  to 
bring  the  subject  before  the  next  Conference  for  final  action. 


ETHICAL   INSTRUCTION   IN   THE   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

Discussion  of  Resolution  on  Ethical  Instruction  in  Public 
Schools,  presented  at  the  St.  Paul  Conference,  1911  (see  Year 
Book  XX,  pp.  108-113),  was  held  in  the  Temple  of  the  Madison 
Avenue  Congregation. 

The  Resolution  was  as  follows : 

'Whereas,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that  ethics  de- 
rives its  highest  sanction  from  religion,  and,  whereas,  this  Con- 
ference believes  that  the  secular  character  of  the  public  schools 
should  be  maintained  inviolable : 

'Be  >f  UK  r<  fore  Resolved,  that  this  Conference  go  on  record 
as  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  formal  and  systematic  ethical 
instruction  in  the  public  schools.  This  shall  not  be  understood, 
however,  as  opposition  to  ethical  instruction  as  it  is  incidental 
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to  the  school  activities  and  in  connection  with  the  regular  secular 
studies  prescribed  in  the  curriculum."     (Year  Book,  1911,  p. 

110  f.) 

On  motion  the  general  discussion  was  limited  to  three  min- 
utes for  each  speaker.  In  leading  the  discussion,  Rabbi  Schan- 
farber  said: 

Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  Conference,  I  believe  that  we 
are  all  in  accord  as  to  the  truth  of  the  proposition  that  Ethics 
receives  its  highest  sanction  from  religion.  I  hold  that  there 
is  not  one  of  us  who  does  not  believe  that,  as  the  second  state- 
ment of  the  Preamble  goes,  our  public  schools  shall  be  main- 
tained inviolable  in  their  secular  character.  Now  there  can  be 
exception  taken  only  to  the  conclusions  drawn  from  these 
statements  in  the  Preamble.  Some  one  has  asked  the  question, 
What  is  meant  by  formal  and  systematic  ethical  instruction? 
By  formal  and  systematic  ethical  instruction  is  meant  there 
shall  be  outlined  a  series  of  ethical  lessons,  taking  up  various 
civic  virtues  and  making  them  a  formal  part  of  the  curriculum 
of  study.  By  incidental  study  of  ethics  is  meant  merely  the 
indirect  teaching  of  ethics  with  reference  to  the  studies  that 
are  taken  up  in  the  schools,  such  as  in  history,  for  example. 
It  is  very  easy  to  press  home  a  moral  and  ethical  truth  in  con- 
nection with  the  study  of  historical  subjects.  Now  I  believe 
that  this  Conference  should  go  on  record  and  subscribe  to  the 
conclusions  derived  from  the  premises,  from  the  Preamble.  I 
believe  this  because  the  majority  of  the  men  who  have  given 
any  thought  to  this  subject  are  in  harmony  with  the  conclu- 
sions to  which  the  Preamble  leads  us.  In  an  investigation  along 
these  lines  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  New 
York  we  are  informed  that  the  number  of  teachers  in  those 
schools  registering  themselves  against  formal  instruction,  sys- 
tematic ethical  instruction  in  schools,  is  as  five  to  one;  and 
as  public  thought  along  these  lines  registers  itself  in  opposi- 
tion to  formal  instruction,  formal  and  systematic  ethical  in- 
struction in  public  schools,  I  believe  this  Conference  is  doing 
what  it  ought  to  do  when  it  joins  the  consensus  of  opinion  along 
these  lines.  The  danger  is  always  apparent.  If  we  allow 
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ethical  instruction  to  be  introduced  as  a  formal  and  systematic 
study  we  run  the  risk  of  giving  the  opportunity  to  an  entering 
wedge  that  will  lead  to  other  tilings  which  will  bear  upon 
religion.  We  can  never  trust  the  public  school  teachers  -with 
questions  of  this  character.  Being  prejudiced  along  other  lines, 
they  are  liable  to  introduce  such  instruction  as  is  contrary  to 
what  they  ought  to  do.  So  able  a  woman  as  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  Ella  Flagg  Young, 
when  she  was  asked  the  question  as  to  whether  she  favored 
formal  and  systematic  ethical  instruction  in  the  public  schools, 
said  that  she  does  not  believe  that  doctrinal  subjects  should 
be  studied  or  given  in  the  public  schools,  but  she  does  not  see 
how  ethical  instruction  can  be  given  unless  religion,  to  some 
extent,  enters  into  such  instruction.  If  religion  to  some  extent 
is  permitted  to  be  introduced  into  the  instruction  in  the  public- 
schools  why  not  religion  to  all  extents?  We  must  be  guarded 
iu  regard  to  these  things.  What  the  public  schools  should  do. 
rather  than  give  formal  ethical  instruction,  is  to  create  an 
ethical  atmosphere,  to  show  ethics  in  action.  The  greatest 
influence  is  derived  from  the  personal  contact  of  a  teacher  with 
a  child.  The  personal  influence,  the  personal  equation  of  a 
teacher,  is,  after  all,  the  most  important  thing.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  we  begin  at  the  wrong  end.  Instead  of  trying 
to  emphasize  and  moralize  and  religionize  in  the  school,  we 
should  begin  to  moralize  and  religionize  in  the  home/  to  instruct 
the  parents  along  religious  lines  in  order  that  they,  by  their 
example,  may  show  the  way.  As  an  illustration  of  the  fact 
that  there  is  danger,  I  cite  an  incident  that  came  to  my  notice 
during  the  past  week  while  I  was  visiting  in  a  small  country 
town  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  There  was  an  evangelist  holding 
forth  in  that  community  and  he  was  invited  to  come  to  the 
public  schools  of  that  city  and  address  the  children,  "and  while 
he  addressed  the  children  he  spoke  to  them  along  christological 
lines.  One  of  the  teachers  of  that  same  school  told  the  children 
who  had  asked  to  be  excused  on  the  Passover  Day.  that  if  they 
did  remain  away  from  the  schools  they  would  not  receive  the 
instruction  that  would  be  given  to  children  on  that  day.  The 
teacher  refused  to  instruct  the  children  on  those  problems  given 
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to  the  other  children  011  the  days  of  Passover.  There  is  the 
danger.  Let  us,  then,  put  ourselves  unequivocally  upon  record 
that,  while  we  do  not  oppose  ethical  instruction  as  it  is  in- 
cidental and  connected  with  the  other  studies  in  the  curricula, 
we  are  unalterably  opposed  to  anything  that  savors  of  formal 
and  systematic  ethical  instruction  in  the  public  schools. 

Rabbi  Mannheimer — Gentlemen,  I  arise  to  protest  most 
earnestly  against  this  motion.  At  the  present  time  the  United 
States  of  America  is  passing  through  a  series  of  social  and 
industrial  changes.  These  are  based  very  largely  upon  the 
fact  that  both  the  Synagogue  and  the  Church  have  lost  their 
influence  or  have  had  a  rather  shallow  influence  upon  large 
portions  of  the  population  of  our  country.  While  we  should 
try  to  uphold  the  home  and^its  influence  upon  the  children  of 
our  country,  I  regard  it  as  essential  that  in  the  high  schools 
there  be  formal  and  definite  ethical  instruction.  There  is  an 
insidious  christological  influence  now  pervading  the  schools  of 
our  country,  and  this,  in  spite  of  the  lacK  of  sanction  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities.  If  there  were  a  text-book  for  use  in 
the  high  schools,  to  which  all  classes  subscribed,  we  could  then 
raise  our  protest  and  make  our  influence  felt  to  omit  entirely 
those  portions  offensive  to  us.  But,  meanwhile,  we  must  recog- 
nize that  ethical  instruction  is  a  necessity  and  that  it  must  be 
given  without  this  theological  influence  which  we  regard  as 
pernicious  and  unnecessary.  I  should  like  to  say  that  this 
set  of  resolutions,  to  a  great  extent,  affects  to  express  what  the 
author  just  now  explained  to  us  were  his  reasons  for  objecting 
to  religious  instruction  in  the  public  schools,  because  he  said 
very  clearly  and  very  openly  that  he  feared  ethical  instruction 
would  lead  to  religious  instruction  of  a  sectarian  character. 
We  do  not  object  to  religious  instruction  in  the  public  school 
except  from  the  fear  that  it  will  assume  a  sectarian  character. 
This  very  fear  which  makes  us  opposed  to  religious  and  to 
ethical  instruction  is  not  contained,  by  the  slightest  allusion, 
in  these  resolutions:  they  do  not  explain  by  themselves  to  the 
American  people  that  we  feel  that  ethical  instruction  is  prob- 
ably the  first  step  toward  the  adoption  of  something  sectarian. 
The  word  sectarian,  as  I  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
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tions,  does  not  occur.  As  their  wording  stands  the  opposition 
to  these  resolutions  is  altogether  to  ethics  and  religion.  I  do 
not  think  that  we  can  afford  to  endorse  such  an  expression  as 
this,  a  sort  of  missing  the  central  point  of  our  objection.  I 
believe  that  these  resolutions  should  be  accordingly  reshaped. 
The  trouble  is  not  with  the  introduction;  the  trouble  is  with  the 
instruction.  I  move,  therefore,  that  these  resolutions  be  not 
at  present  adopted  as  the  sense  of  this  Convention. 

Rabbi  Schulman — That  motion  is  not  necessary. 

Rabbi  Heller — Permit  me  to  move  then  that  these  resolu- 
tions be  made  to  express  our  central  point  of  objection,  namely, 
our  fear,  our  conviction,  that  ethical  instruction  may  lead  to 
religious  instruction.  I  would  have  it  understood  that  by 
recommending  this  amendment  I  do  not  commit  myself  to  the 
favoring  of  the  resolution. 

Rabbi  Schanfarber — I  think  it  is  already  stated  in  tin- 
end  section  of  the  Preamble.      That  says   we   desire   that   the 
public  school  system  of  instruction  shall  remain  inviolable  in 
its   secular   character.      It   seems   to    me   that    that   is   implied 
enough  in  fact. 

Rabbi  Deinard — Now.  Mr.  Chairman  and  President.  I  think 
we  can  all  see  the  force  of  Rabbi  Schanfarber 's  argument,  and 
yet  I  believe  that  this  Conference  cannot  afford  to  go  on  record 
as  opposed  to  formal  and  systematic  ethical  instruction  in  our 
public  schools.  It  is  true  we  believe  that  ethics  must  have  the 
religious  sanction,  and,  therefore,  there  lurks  the  danger  that 
gradual  religious  instruction  will  creep  in  as  an  accompaniment 
to  ethical  instruction.  We  also  say  we  approve  of  ethical  in- 
struction as  incidental  to  all  other  instruction.  AVe  know  that 
morality  cannot  be  taught,  no  matter  what  you  teach  in  our 
public  schools,  without  something  more.  "We  have  three  sep- 
arate points  of  view  in  the  teaching  of  ethics :  one  is  the  inci- 
dental; another  one  is  the  formal  and  systematic  instruction: 
and  the  third  one  is  the  one  we  approve  of,  the  highest  form 
and  that  is  religion  and  ethics  or  ethics  and  religion.  Now 
while  we  do  not  approve  of  the  highest  method  as  introduced 
in  the  public  school,  because  we  reserve  it  for  our  Sunday 
school,  I  do  not  think  we  can  go  on  record  as  being  opposed 
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to  plain  ethics  for  the  very  reason  Brother  Mannheimer  has 
given  us.  There  is  an  outcry  in  this  country  for  ethical  in- 
struction, and  it  is  not  sufficient  for  us  to  say  let  the  home 
teach  morality;  let  the  schools  do  it  without  dragging  in  any 
dogma  and  creed.  If  they  do  drag  these  in,  then  it  will  be 
time  for  us  to  raise  an  outcry  and  to  object. 

Rabbi  Foster — Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Confer- 
ence, I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  when  we  are 
clear  upon  a  proposition,  we  should  not  turn  to  the  right  or 
left,  but  go  straight  ahead  fearing  neither  the  cry  of  the  mob, 
the  clamor  of  the  press,  nor  authorities.  If  we  are  sure  it  is 
improper  to  connect  ethical  instruction  with  religious  instruc- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  it  is  our  duty  to  state  that  clearly. 
Do  not  overlook  the  fact  that  you  have  always  to  deal  with 
the  personal  element  in  all  instruction.  There  is  the  teacher. 
The  teacher  is,  doubtlessly,  a  member  of  a  church.  If  she  is 
to  proceed  as  an  ethical  instructor  she  will  be  directed  by  the 
religion  dear  to  her  heart.  The  moment  you  get  to  that  point 
you  are  bound  to  bring  into  the  school  definite  religious  in- 
struction. A  teacher  in  the  school  may  come  from  the  Baptist 
Church,  or  from  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  so  on,  and  then  you 
will  have  a  rivalry  that  will  do  no  good,  and  we  should  say 
clearly  to  the  country  what  is  in  our  mind.  This  is  not  a  theory 
but  a  condition  that  confronts  us.  There  are  many  who  are 
anxious  to  introduce  ethical  instruction  as  a  subterfuge;  there 
is  a  large  element  in  this  country  trying  day  in  and  day  out 
to  bring  direct  religious  teaching  into  the  public  school. 

Rabbi  Rosenau — Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  public  schools  are  dear 
to  all  Americans,  they  are  certainly  dear  also  to  the  Jewish 
people;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  at  any  time  do 
anything  that  would  be  calculated  to  attack  the  foundations 
upon  which  the  public  schools  rest.  However,  I  feel  that  this 
fear  that  the  public  schools  would  be  annihilated  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  teaching  of  ethics  is  one  of  the  Banquo's 
ghosts  from  which  we  suffer  to  a  great  extent.  If  there  is  a 
large  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  protesting 
against  this  teaching  there  is  an  equally  large  proportion  en- 
dorsing the  teaching  of  ethics  in  the  public  school.  I  believe 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS.  145 

• 

that  the  reason  there  are  so  many  penal  institutions  in  our 
country  to-day  is  traceable  to  nothing  else  so  much  as  to  the 
lack  of  moral  instruction  among  the  young.  It  is  not  a  truth 
that  a  teacher  should  necessarily  bring  to  bear  his  or  her  re- 
ligious bias  upon  the  teaching  of  ethics.  It  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  also,  in  connection  with  the  teaching  of  ethics  in  the 
public  school  and  in  order  to  safeguard  the  religions  of  the 
people  there  may  be  introduced  into  the  courses  of  instruction 
in  the  training  schools  for  teachers  a  course  which  shall  have 
for  its  object  the  arrangement  of  the  methods  of  teaching  ethics 
in  the  public  school  which  will  be  helpful  in  safeguarding  the 
moral  and  religious  safety  of  the  country.  Let  us  not  con- 
demn the  teaching  of  ethics  in  public  schools,  but  rather  let 
us  go  before  the  country  at  large  and  petition  the  various 
boards  of  education  in  the  various  municipalities,  asking  them 
to  add  to  their  course  for  the  training  of  teachers  also  a  course 
for  the  training  of  ethics. 

Rabbi  Hirschberg—I  agree  with  the  preamble  to  this  resolu- 
tion, that  ethics  has  its  highest  sanction  or  its  highest  authority 
in  the  religious  sanction.  Yet,  as  Rabbi  Rosenau  has  just 
pointed  out  we  must  recognize  that  we  do  have  a  sanction  for 
ethics  from  the  general  wisdom  and  experience  of  mankind. 
It  is  possible  for  men  of  all  faiths  and  men  of  no  faith  to  be 
agreed  upon  certain  principles  of  righteousness.  We  do  know 
men  who  are  absolutely  without  any  religion  at  all,  who  are 
good  men  and  who  are  living  proper  lives  according  to  well 
approved  ethical  principles.  It  is  possible  and  entirely  feasible, 
to  my  mind,  accordingly,  to  give  instruction  in  ethics  entirely 
independent  of  any  resort  to  religious  sanction.  A  compendium 
of  the  ethical  teaching  and  precepts  of  the  great  thinkers  of 
the  world  could  be  compiled  as  a  text-book  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  teachers  without  the  name  of  any  authority  being 
attached  to  give  extraneous  force  to  the  precept  itself.  I  think 
we  can  rely  upon  the  conscientious  scruples  of  the  people  in  this 
matter.  I  believe  that  the  American  schools  are  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  the  American  people,  and  that  this  principle  of  ab- 
solute separation  of  church  and  state  is  one  that  is  precious 
to  the  American  people,  and  that  they  will  never  permit,  under 
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the  guise  of  ethical  instruction  or  any  other  guise,  such  instruc- 
tion as  is  feared  to  creep  into  the  public  school. 

Rab~bi  Silverman — Mr.  President,  Brethren,  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen :  I  think  we  will  make  a  mistake  if  we  adopt  these  resolu- 
tions, because  it  would  go  before  the  country  that  we  ;nv  op- 
posed to  ethical  instruction.  The  fact  is  we  are  not  opposed 
to  it  and  we  ought  not  to  say  so.  We  do  say  we  are  opposed 
to  formal  and  systematic  ethical  instruction,  but  the  world  *i1 
large  will  not  so  carefully  scrutinize  your  words,  and  it  will 
go  forth  that  this  Conference  is  opposed  to  ethical  instruction. 
We  ought  not  to  say  that,  because  we  are  not  opposed  to  ethical 
instruction.  We  favor  ethical  instruction  in  the  schools  and 
anywhere  else,  because  we  need  to  teach  patriotism  in  the 
schools,  because  we  need  to  teach  the  elements  that  make  for 
honor,  that  make  for  manhood  and  womanhood,  in  our  public 
schools,  and  that  make  for  higher  citizenship.  Not  only  should 
we  teach  these  precepts  in  the  public  schools,  but  we  ought 
also  strenuously  to  insist  upon  a  rigid  practice  of  those  pre- 
cepts on  the  part  of  all  the  children  of  the  public  schools.  The 
only  thing  to  which  we  are  opposed,  and  which  wre  should  say, 
is  that  we  are  opposed  to  sectarian  public  ethical  instruction, 
and  let  it  go  at  that.  I  would  move  that  we  strike  out  the 
whole  resolution,  keeping  only  the  preamble  and  say  in  the 
preamble  that  this  Conference  sets  itself  on  record  as  being 
opposed  merely  to  sectarian  ethical  instruction  and  favors  the 
more  rigid  introduction  of  the  practices  that  make  for  moral 
conduct  and  especially  for  patriotism,  manhood,  womanhood 
and  citizenship. 

Eab~bi  Harris — Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  very  unfortunate  that 
this  resolution  has  been  launched  upon  us  at  all.  We  are  put 
in  an  equivocal  position  whichever  way  we  may  happen  to  vote. 
It  would  never  do  for  the  Conference  to  permit  the  inference 
to  go  forth  that  rather  than  the  possibility  of  sectarianism  creep- 
ing into  the  ethical  instruction,  we  Jews  prefer  the  banishment 
of  ethical  instruction  from  the  schools  altogether.  We  dare 
not  go  on  record  in  that  way.  Therefore,  I  would  say  this, 
either  let  this  matter  be  withdrawn  or,  if  there  is  to  be  a 
resolution  of  this  character,  let  it  speak  not  negatively  but 
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affirmatively :  state,  first,  our  approval  of  and  desire  for  ethical 
instruction  in  the  public  school:  then,  secondly,  and  subordi- 
nately,  that  that  ethical  instruction  be  free  from  sectarianism. 

Rabbi  Elzas — I  should  like  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  there 
are  many  of  our  largest  institutions  in  this  country  where  a 
few  minutes  are  given  each  day  to  what  is  known  as  "manners 
and  morals."  1  would  state  that  in  England  at  the  present 
time  a  series  of  text-books  on  ethics,  on  those  things  that  con- 
cern the  good,  the  right,  the  true  and  the  beautiful,  have  been 
prepared  by  F.  J.  Gould,  they  have  been  in  actual  use,  and  the 
effect  has  simply  been  to  uplift,  to  sanctify  and  ennoble  the 
entire  character.  Anything  that  makes  for  character  to-day 
should  not  be  opposed  but  should  be  strenuously  advocated.  It 
seems  useless  to  put  ourselves  on  record  that  we  do  not  want 
sectarian  ethical  instruction;  we  know  that  the  principles  of 
the  public  schools  are  sufficiently  safeguarded  for  that. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern — We  ought  to  be  careful  to  say  what  we 
ought  to  say,  and  we  want  to  be  careful  to  say  no  more  than 
we  ought  to  say.  I  therefore  offer  the  substitute  resolution  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  C.  C.  A.  R.  hereby  reaffirms  its  position 
as  uncompromisingly  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  religion  and 
religious  instruction  in  the  public  schools,  as  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  separation  of  Church  and  State.  While  heartily 
endorsing  ethical  instruction  in  general,  the  Conference  must 
nevertheless  express  its  unqualified  disapproval  of  and  opposi- 
tion to  all  public  school  instruction  in  ethics  whenever  combined 
with  or  influenced  by  religion. 

J.   MORGENSTERN. 

Rabbi  Silver  man — Brethren,  I  have  put  in  my  amendment 
the  gist  of  Rabbi  Heller's  amendment,  and  I  trust  he  will  accept 
it  as  follows : 

Substitute  Amendment. — Strike  out  the  resolution  after  the 
preamble  and  substitute,  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  favors 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  the  precepts  of  Moral  Conduct 
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that  makes  for  manhood,  womanhood,  and  citizenship,  but  is 

opposed  to  any  sectarian  instruction. 

JOSEPH  SILVERMAN, 
Louis  GROSSMAN. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  any  vote  now 
would  not  be  the  best  and  highest  expression  of  the  Conference. 
I  should  like  to  see  all  the  amendments,  the  original  resolution 
and  all  referred  over  for  a  report  by  Special  Committee  to- 
morrow morning. 

The  substitute  motion  presented  by  Rabbi  Gries  was  carried. 
The  President  appointed  a  special  Committte,  as  follows :  Heller, 
Philipson,  Harris,  Silverman  and  Schulman. 

It  was  moved  by  the  Conference  that  Rabbi  Schulman  should 
act  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  (See  page  220.) 

A  paper  on  "  Judaism's  Attitude  Toward  Christian  Science" 
^cf.  Appendix  F)  was  read  by  Rabbi  Maurice  Lefkovits. 

Rabbi  Schulman — It  is  my  great  pleasure  to  say  that  we 
builded  well  in  the  planning  of  this  paper  and  we  builded  well 
in  selecting  a  student  for  the  reading  of  this  paper.  I  believe 
we  feel  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Rabbi  .Lefkovits  for  his 
paper. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  paper,  Rabbi  Lefkovits  offered  the 
following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

Whereas,  Christian  Science  is  not  merely  a  healing  organiza- 
tion, but  chiefly  and  primarily  a  religious  system,  purporting 
to  effect  man's  salvation -here  and  hereafter,  and, 

Whereas,  By  its  own  pretension  and  profession,  it  is  a  Chris- 
tion  religion,  basing  its  teachings  on  the  truths  allegedly  taught 
and  demonstrated  by  Christ  Jesus,  and, 

Whereas,  Those  teachings  are  contrary  to  and  subversive  of 
the  teachings  of  JUDAISM, 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved,  That  the  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis  goes  on  record  that  a  Jew's  formal  adhesion  to  Christian 
Science  implies  his  abjuration  of  JUDAISM.  And, 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  when  a  Jew  joins  a  Christian 
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Science  church  and  subscribes  to  its  tenets,  as  subscribe  he  must, 
thus  formally  signifying  his  acceptance  of  the  teachings  of 
Christian  Science  epitomized  in  these  tenets,  he,  by  such  act 
of  his,  ceases  to  be  a  Jew  in  faith,  and  is  henceforth  to  be  re- 
garded, to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  a  non-Jew  in  faith. 

On  motion  the  resolutions  contained  in  the  paper  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  President's  Message. 

The  question  of  the  advisability  of  printing  the  paper  as  a 
tract  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

Discussion  of  Rabbi  Lefkovits  was  led  by  Rabbi  Julian  H. 
Miller  (cf.  Appendix  Fl). 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  16. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  the 
Madison  Ave.  Congregation.  Opening  Prayer  was  offered  by 
Rabbi  Rudolph  I.  Coffee. 

Rabbi  Schulman — Gentlemen,  we  resume  our  sessions  with  a 
great  sorrow  hanging  over  the  Nation;  we  are  grief -stricken. 
We  are  in  the  presence  of  a  visitation  of  Providence,  the  mys- 
terious workings  of  God.  Great  sorrow  has  come  to  many  homes 
in  the  sinking  of  the  steamship  Titanic.  Our  hearts  are  racked 
with  pain  and  anxiety  for  many  whose  dear  ones  are  in  sus- 
pense. AVe  hope  for  the  best  and  pray  for  Divine  help  in  this 
hour.  And  so  let  us  attune  our  spirits  with  God,  let  us  lift  our 
minds  and  hearts  unto  him  from  whom  alone  can  come  help 
and  sustenance  and  strength  in  an  hour  of  trial  such  as  this. 
It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  of  those  in  peril  are  some  of  the 
flowers  of  the  Jewish  community  in  the  United  States.  "We  will 
call  upon  Rabbi  Coffee  to  open  with  prayer. 

In  accord  with  the  opening  words  of  the  President,  it  was 
unanimously  carried  that  the  Conference,  before  it  begins  its 
deliberations,  record  its  sympathy  for  the  bereaved  families. 

Rabbi  Schulman — The  Secretary  will  formulate  the  wording 
of  such  a  record  of  sympathy. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

Report  was  read  by  Chairman  Rabbi  Solomon  Foster. 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  C.  C.  A.  R. 

GENTLEMEN  :  The  Finance  Committee  begs  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report.  It  is  with  gratification  that  the  Commit- 
tee informs  the  Conference  that  the  finances  of  the  Conference 
were  never  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition.  The  income  <>!' 
the  Conference  during  the  past  year  exceeds  the  expenditures 
by  the  handsome  sum  of  over  $4.000.  The  Solicitation  Com- 
mittee deserves  the  thanks  of  the  Conference  for  its  very  satis 
factory  work  in  increasing  the  Tract  and  Relief  Funds.  The 
Committee  feels  that  the  subvention  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  as  a  contribution  of  $100  to  Professor  David 
Neumark  should  be  given.  The  Committee  has  no  further  rec- 
ommendations to  offer. 

SOLOMON  FOSTER,  Chairman. 
JULIAN  MORGENSTERN. 

The  recommendation  to  grant  subvention  to  Professor  David 
Neumark  was  adopted.  The  remainder  of  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Auditing  Committee. 

Rabbi  Schulman — I  have  an  announcement  to  make.  Mr. 
Claude  G.  Montefiore  wrote  me  a  beautiful  letter  conveying 
greetings  to  the  Conference  and  at  the  same  time  telling  me 
to  order  Macmillan  &  Company  in  New  York  to  send  one  hun- 
dred volumes  of  his  little  work,  "Liberal  Judaism,"  to  this 
Conference  for  distribution  with  his  compliments.  I  put  my- 
self in  touch  with  the  Macmillan  Company  and  found  they  had 
only  twenty  volumes  on  the  shelf,  and  that  it  would  take  ten 
days  to  get  others  from  London.  It  would  have  been  embar- 
rassing, perhaps,  to  bring  on  the  twenty  volumes,  and  I  there- 
fore wrote  to  Mr.  Montefiore  that  I  would  send  him  the  names 
of  the  men  attending  this  Conference  and  then  he  could  give 
his  order  to  the  Macmillan  Company  and  we  would  get  the 
book.  "Outlines  of  Liberal  Judaism.' 
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It  was  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Thanks  express  for  the 
Conference  its  appreciation  of  Mr.  Montefiore'a  kindness. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Educational  League 
was  read,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the  Kxi-riitivr  Com- 
mittee with  power  to  act. 

APRIL  13,  1912. 

RABBI  SOLOMON  FOSTER,  Secretary,  Central  Conference  of  Amer- 
ican Rabbis.  Hotel  Belvidere,  Baltimore,  Md. 

MY  DEAR  RABBI  FOSTER:  We  are  taking  the  liberty  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Conference  during  its  present  session 
to  the  Educational  League. 

The  League  was  organized  about  fifteen  years  ago  to  assist 
worthy  orphans  in  their  laudable  ambition  to  achieve  a  higher 
education.  The  co-operation  of  the  Independent  Order  B'nai 
B'rith  is  expected  to  enable  the  League  to  broaden  the  scope  of 
its  work  to  such  an  extent  that,  increased  funds  being  at  our 
disposal,  worthy  non-orphans  may  be  included  among  our  bene- 
ficiaries. 

The  subvention  of  the  B'nai  B'rith,  however,  will  not  suffice 
for  that  purpose.  We  shall  require  the  financial  and  moral  sup- 
port of  as  many  Jewish  communities  as  possible,  and  to  that 
end  we  are  appealing  to  you.  Realizing  full  well,  as  you  do,  the 
manifold  advantages 'that  a  collegiate  training  offers,  you  will, 
we  feel  confident,  exert  your  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  league. 

We  shall  welcome  not  alone  contributions  of  one  dollar  per 
year  from  the  children  of  the  religious  schools  of  the  various 
congregations  represented  in  the  Conference,  but  also  applica- 
tions from  such  worthy  prospective  beneficiaries  as  may  come  to 
your  notice. 

Assuring  you  of  our  cordial  appreciation  of  your  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  League,  and  of  our  readiness  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  whatever  manner  you  may  suggest,  we  are. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

ALFRED  A.  BENESCH,  Sfrrttfiri/. 

MARTIN  A.  MARKS,  President. 

On  motion  the  letter  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 
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Dr.  Schulman—I  wish  to  add  that  my  congregation  empow- 
ered me  to  say  that  it  gladly  makes  a  contribution  of  $50  to 
the  Relief  and  Tract  Funds,  $25  to  each. 

Rabbi  Franklin — I  think  it  is  only  proper  to  say  that  yes- 
terday the  Treasurer  received  a  check  for  $25  from  Temple 
Emanuel,  of  Milwaukee. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Synagogue  and  Labor  was 
read  by  the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Solomon  Foster. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SYNAGOGUE  AND 

LABOR. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis: 

Your  Committee  on  Synagogue  and  Labor  begs  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report. 

The  industrial  conflict  has  begun  to  produce  several  deplor- 
able evils  which  affect  the  unity  of  Israel  and  tend,  in  a  meas- 
ure, toward  the  disintegration  of  the  Jewish  character.  Labor 
difficulties  in  larger  cities  have  been  instrumental  in  causing 
disagreements  among  Jews  in  matters  concerning  which  there 
has  been  heretofore  little,  if  any,  difference  of  opinion.  Before 
labor  disputes  were  aggravated  into  open  conflicts  between  the 
capitalist  and  the  laborer,  Jewish  immigration  to  America,  for 
example,  was  regarded  by  all  classes  of  Jews  as  a  blessed  release 
from  the  bondage  of  persecution  to  freedom,  and  it  was  taken 
for  granted  that  every  American  Jew  would  help  to  the  limit  of 
his  capacity  to  welcome  the  immigrant  brother.  To-day,  how- 
ever, some  of  our  Jewish  working  people,  identified  with  labor 
unions  which  are  opposed  to  immigration,  are  found  with  their 
non-Jewish  fellow  workmen  voicing  their  protest. 

The  industrial  conflict,  moreover,  has  added  quite  a  disturb- 
ing factor  to  the  problem  of  our  charities  in  the  larger  cities. 
During  a  strike  it  not  infrequently  happens  that  our  relief  so- 
cieties come  to  a  decision  not  to  give  relief  to  those  families  suf- 
fering distress  brought  on  by  the  strike  in  which  the  bread- 
winner is  a  participant.  At  the  same  time,  labor  unions  have 
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cautioned  their  members  against  accepting  any  assistance  from 
the  charitable  society  lest  they  put  themselves  under  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  those  who,  for  the  time  being,  at  any  rate,  are  re- 
garded as  their  oppressors. 

The  industrial  conflict  has  also  aroused  in  some  Jews  an 
antipathy  for  religion,  especially  the  Synagogue  as  an  institu- 
tion of  religion,  because  it  is  believed  that  the  Synagogue  has 
become  the  bulwark  of  the  rich,  the  defender  and  advocate  of 
the  modern  taskmaster.  It  is  distressing  to  observe  that  our 
altars,  always  regarded  as  the  unifying  and  pacifying  influence 
par  excellence,  have  lost  their  hold  on  so  many  of  our  working 
people.  Perhaps  the  condition  is  best  explained  by  Isaiah,  who 
said,  "When  they  shall  be  hungry  they  shall  fret  themselves 
and  curse  their  king  and  their  God."  (Isaiah  viii.  21.) 

Let  us  not  be  misled,  however,  by  the  noise  of  the  opposi- 
tion. Careful  observation  of  conditions  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  while  some  of  our  workingmen  are  opposed  to  the  Syna- 
gogue, we  cannot  begin  to  estimate  the  extent  of  the  devotion 
of  the  people  at  large  to  our  holy  faith.  To  the  institution  some 
of  the  workingmen  may  have  objection  based -upon  a  fancied 
or  real  grievance,  but  against  Judaism  the  very  fewest  will  rebel. 
It  is  impossible,  moreover,  to  measure  the  loyalty  of  the  people 
to  their  faith  by  the  standard  of  attendance  at  Synagogue. 
There  is  no  strict  method  by  which  we  can  register  the  amount 
of  a  man  ?s  devotion  to  God,  his  love  of  Israel.  Who  can  tell  how 
many  of  the  working  people  unable  to  attend  the  Synagogue, 
never  fail  to  offer  their  prayers  to  God  every  day,  and  make  an 
earnest  effort  to  live  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  religion? 
Many  doubtless  fail;  but  the  dark  pictures  of  the  religious  life 
of  the  working  people,  painted  by  some  investigators,  are  more 
than  checked  and  offset  by  the  bright  scenes  depicted  by  more 
sympathetic  observers. 

Your  Committee  is  glad  to  inform  you  that  the  Jewish 
working  people  are  becoming  less  violent  in  their  opposition  to 
the  Synagogue,  and  decidedly  less  denunciatory  in  their  criti- 
cism of  religion,  than  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  this  growing  spirit 
of  sympathy  and  regard  for  religion  that  the  teachers  of  re- 
ligion must  encourage,  increase,  and  preserve.  We  would  call 
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attention  to  the  fact  that  in'  those  communities  whose  Rabbis 
have  held  out  the  helping  hand  to  our  Jewish  working  people, 
to  counsel,  assist,  and  defend  them,  without  any  effort  to  win 
them  to  any  particular  interpretation  of  Judaism,  there  has  been 
so  hearty  a  response  to  the  Rabbis'  earnest  ministration  as  to 
arouse  in  the  working  people  a  renewed  interest  in  religion  and 
to  undermine  their  previous  opposition  to  the  Synagogue.  And 
with  every  improvement  in  their  economic  condition  comes  of 
itself  a  reformation  in  the  expression  of  the  religious  life,  in 
theory  and  practice. 

RECOMMENDATION  I. — We  would  therefore  recommend  that 
all  members  of  the  Conference  be  urged  to  redouble  their  efforts 
to  better  the  economic  conditions  of  the  Jewish  working  people 
in  their  respective  communities,  to  seek  to  understand,  to  coun- 
sel, assist,  and  defend  them,  without  making  any  effort  to  win 
them  to  any  particular  interpretation  of  Judaism,  feeling  satis- 
field  that  if  loyalty  to  Judaism  be  aroused  in  the  hearts  of  the 
working  people  it  will  be  sufficient. 

In  some  communities  it  is  already  observable  how  large  a 
following  our  interpretation  of  Judaism  has  won  among  our 
working  people  who  through  contact  with  our  Rabbis  and  be- 
cause of  their  knowledge  of  the  work  of  our  Congregations  in 
their  behalf,  have  begun  to  appreciate  our  efforts  not  to  destroy 
or  devitalize  Judaism,  but  to  strengthen  and  preserve  it.  Many 
of  those  working  people  who  a  few  years  ago  under  the  leader- 
ship of  misinformed  if  not  wilful  traducers  of  our  movement, 
now  find  themselves  responsive  to  our  appeal.  It  is  clearly  the 
duty  of  every  Rabbi  and  Congregation,  to  whom  the  well-being 
of  our  future  is  a  matter  of  serious  concern,  to  put  forth  every 
endeavor  to  meet  this  situation. 

RECOMMENDATION  II.— We  would  therefore  recommend  that 
in  each  community  some  provision  should  be  made  to  adminis- 
ter to  the  religious  needs  of  the  working  people  who  are  sym- 
pathetic to  our  cause.  Special  meetings,  as  well  as  religious 
services,  should  be  held  at  a  convenient  time  in  the  Synagogue 
or  in  some  hall  for  the  open  discussion  of  all  problems  that  af- 
fect the  working  people  and  for  religious  exercises.  When  con- 
ducted under  sympathetic  leadership,  and  with  the  endorsement 
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of  the  Syiu.u'ogue.  the  discussions  will  tend  to  make  the  work- 
i  DC  man  and  the  employer  more  appreciative  of  the  fact  that 
their  harmonious  co-operation  is  indispensable  to  a  well-regu- 
lated society. 

It  is  idle  to  hope  to  bring  into  the  Synagogue  any  consid- 
erable number  of  those  working  people  who  are  to-day  opposed, 
with  some  show  of  hostility,  to  religion.  It  is  to  the  future  w«- 
must  look  for  the  solution  of  this  phase  of  the  problem.  Many 
of  those  who  feel  the  economic  pressure  too  keenly  find  it  hard 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  things  of  the  spirit.  The  industrial 
strain  has  checked  the  growth  of  the  religious  consciousness.  To 
bridge  over  the  chasm  that  now  separates  this  type  of  working- 
man  from  the  Synagogue,  the  social  worker  seems  best  adapted 
by  training,  sympathy,  and  purpose  to  offer  balm  to  the  spirit 
bruised  in  the  industrial  conflict.  And  it  is  to  the  enlightened 
social  worker,  whose  knowledge  of  and  interest  in  religion  are 
deep  and  abiding,  we  must  look  as  to  a  messenger  of  peace  and 
good-will  from  class  to  class. 

RECOMMENDATION  III. — We  would  therefore  recommend  that 
the  members  of  the  Conference  in  their  respective  communities 
seek  to  interest  capable  young  men  and  women,  with  inclina- 
tions to  social  service  and  with  sound  Jewish  feelings,  to  train 
for  a  work  which  will  enable  them  to  act  as  intermediaries  be- 
tween the  working  people  and  the  Synagogue,  to  effect  a  recon- 
ciliation between  the  two  forces,  industry  and  religion,  which 
are  right  royal  partners  in  the  Jewish  system  of  ethics. 

RECOMMENDATION  IV. — Your  Committee  has  hailed  with  de- 
light the  splendid  recommendation  of  President  Taft  in  his  spe- 
cial message  to  Congress  under  date  of  February  2,  1912,  for 
the  establishment  of  an  Industrial  Commission  which  shall  make 
a  "searching  inquiry  into  the  subject  of  industrial  relations 
which  shall  be  official,  authoritative,  balanced,  and  well-rounded, 
such  as  only  the  federal  government  can  successfully  undertake. 
The  present  widespread  interest  in  the  subject  makes  this  an 
opportune  time  for  an  investigation  which  in  any  event  cannot 
long  be  postponed.  It  should  be  non-partisan,  comprehensive. 
thorough,  patient,  and  courageous."  We  would,  therefore,  rec- 
ommend that  the  President  and  both  Houses  of  Congress  be 
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informed  of  our  hearty  endorsement  of  the  suggestion  to  estab- 
lish the  proposed  Industrial  Commission. 

RECOMMENDATION  V. — We  would  recommend  that  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  last  year  to  urge  all  members  of  the  Conference  to 
set  aside  Sabbath  Vayakel  Pekudah  for  the  purpose  of  preach- 
ing on  the  subject  of  labor,  from  the  ethical  point  of  view,  be 
renewed  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  BLAUSTEIN, 
LEO  MANNHEIMER, 
DAVID  LEFKOWITZ, 
JULIUS  RAPPOPORT, 
SOLOMON  FOSTER,  Chairman. 

First  Recommendation  was  read. 

Rabbi  Heller— I  would  like  to  say  something  that  perhaps  is 
not  quite  regular.  We  are  again  proceeding  by  reading  only 
the  recommendations  and  attending  to  them.  Now,  as  I  listened 
to  the  report,  which  is  a  very  full  document  and  of  which  the 
Conference  has  every  right  to  feel  proud  and  be  satisfied,  it 
seemed  to  me  in  three  or  four  passages  an  impression  was  con- 
veyed which  by  some  other  passages  was  modified.  I  have  it 
noted  that  it  is  believed  the  Synagogue  is  the  defender  of  cap- 
ital, and  so  on.  Now  it  is  not  said  by  whom  it  is  believed,  and 
there  are  several  passages  which  should  be  qualified.  I  have 
every  confidence  in  the  willingness  and  ability  of  our  Secretary 
to  handle  such  matters,  but  we  ought  not  to  permit,  in  a  public 
document,  any  such  expression  as  that. 

Rabbi  Harris — I  would  like  to  make  a  motion  that  probably 
would  remove  the  difficulty  raised  by  Rabbi  Heller.  My  motion 
is  to  receive,  which  is  a  formality  and  it  is  not  meant  as  our  en- 
dorsement of  a  paper;  and  therefore,  when  we  decide  to  take 
up  recommendations  in  a  paper  to  endorse  or  not  to  endorse,  it 
does  not  imply  that  that  is  the  sense  of  the  Conference. 

Rabbi  Schulman — I  do  not  think  you  really  meet  the  diffi- 
culty of  Rabbi  Heller.  Of  course,  we  do  not  adopt  phraseology, 
but  he  wants  to  be  careful. 

Rabbi  Heller — A  report  is  received  for  discussion,  and  its 
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recommendations  then  are  considered  seriatim,  but  after  tin- 
recommendations  have  been  so  considered  then  the  report  is  not 
received  but  adopted :  we  might  put  a  rule  of  that  kind  in  one 
Year  Book— the  misunderstanding  would  still  be  there ;  and  the 
Conference  is  responsible  for  the  whole  language  of  any  report 
it  adopts,  whether  it  puts  into  one  Year  Book  or  all  Year  Books 
any  such  caveat.  Therefore  the  thing  is  never  to  adopt  a  re- 
port in  which  there  is  contained  any  statement  or  view  objec- 
tionable to  a  majority  of  the  Conference. 

Rabbi  Sckulman — Does  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ob- 
ject f 

Rabbi  Foster — No,  for  I  was  very  careful,  as  the  report  itself 
shows,  not  to  embody  any  sweeping  statements  in  the  report. 

Rabbi  Heller — In  some  passages  you  qualify  and  in  some 
you  do  not.  There  is  something  misleading  in  that.  I  just  wisli 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this,  by  implication,  condemns 
or  disapproves  of  those  who  try  to  win  workingmen  to  the  Re- 
form idea,  because  it  says  they  should  be  won  to  Judaism. 

Upon  motion,  Recommendation  I  was  adopted. 

Recommendations  II  and  III  were  read,  and  on  motion 
adopted. 

Recommendation  IV  was  read. 

Rabbi  Coffee— I  would  like  to  make  an  amendment.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  officers  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  I  move  that 
information  of  the  action  of  this  Conference  be  sent  to  the  re- 
spective Chairmen  of  the  Committees  in  both  houses  of  Con- 
gress having  charge  of  this  bill.  To  my  mind  there  is  no  paper 
in  this  Conference  more  important  than  the  present,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  remedies  proposed  in  this  paper  are  entirely  too  mild 
for  a  problem  that  is  absolutely  touching  Judaism  at  its  roots. 
You  talk  of  working  people  as  if  coming  back  to  Judaism.  Be- 
lieve me,  they  are  not,  they  have  found  another  source,  and  if 
you  only  knew  how  many  Jewish  working  people  are  aligning 
themselves  with  the  Socialists  you  would  then  know  more  about 
the  attitude  of  the  Jewish  workingman  towards  Judaism;  and 
the  duty  of  this  Committee  is  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  win  to  the 
Congregation  men  and  women  who  are  leaving  us  daily.  I 
therefore  wish  that  this  amendment  go  through,  feeling  that 
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this  Conference  cannot  take  too  strong,  too  decided  a  stand  on 
this  question  of  industrial  relationship. 

Rabbi  Levy — I  second  this  amendment,  for  the  special  rea- 
son that  I  do  not  think  it  implies  sending  a  special  committee 
or  special  communication  to  Congress.  It  simply  means  that  the 
Chairman  of  this  Committee,  who  reported  this  bill  out  in  the 
Senate  and  in  the  House,  be  informed  of  the  action  taken  by  this 
body. 

Rabbi  Schulman — The  amendment  is  that,  in  addition  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee,  we  endorse  the  Message  of 
President  Taft,  recommending  a  Federal  Commission;  that  we 
send  to  the  two  Chairmen  of  the  Senate  and  House  a  communi 
cation  informing  them  that  we,  as  a  Conference,  endorse  the 
idea  of  a  Federal  Commission. 

Rabbi  Philipson — It  seems  much  more  important  to  send 
this  endorsement  to  those  Committees  than  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  and  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

Rabbi  Gries — The  Resolution  says  that  we  should  endorse  the 
Hughes  bill.  In  all  probability  the  Senate  bill  bears  a  different 
name  from  the  House  bill.  I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  name  the 
bill  at  all.  We  endorse  the  principle  of  the  Commission,  and  I 
think  it  better  to  omit  mention  of  the  Hughes  bill. 

With  amendment  to  add  names  of  Senator  William  E.  Borah 
and  Congressman  W.  B.  Wilson,  and  with  omission  of  reference 
to  Hughes  bill,  Recommendation  IV  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  V  was  read  and  adopted. 

Report  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Summer  Services  was  read  by 
Chairman  Rabbi  George  Zepin. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE    ON   SUMMER    SERVICES. 

To  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis. 

GENTLEMEN  :  Your  Committee  on  Summer  Services  begs 
leave  to  report  that  during  the  past  summer  it  co-operated  witli 
the  Department  of  Synagogue  and  School  Extension  in  the  wrork 
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of  encouraging  summer  services.  Circulars  were  sent  to  all 
Rabbis,  urging  them  to  hold  services  at  summer  resorts  if  they 
chanced  to  be  there.  Notices  were  published  in  the  Jewish  press 
offering  to  supply  prayer  and  hymn  books,  without  charge,  to 
summer  congregations.  A  number  of  ministers  signified  their 
\villingness  to  assist  in  the  work.  Of  these,  the  following  eight 
ministers  subsequently  informed  us  of  services  conducted  by 
them:  Rabbis  G.  Lowenstein,  Davenport,  Iowa;  Israel  Aaron, 
Buffalo.  X.  Y. ;  Israel  Mattuck,  formerly  of  Far  Rockaway. 
X.  Y. ;  J.  Mielziner,  Cincinnati,  O. ;  Joseph  Stolz,  Chicago,  111. : 
A.  Guttman,  Syracuse,  X.  Y. :  Louis  Bernstein,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. : 
and  a  student  of  the  Hebrew  Union  College,  Mr.  Morris  Lazaron. 
The  summer  services  were  conducted  at  the  following  places: 
Lake  Harbor,  Mich.;  \Vildwood,  X.  J. ;  Far  Rockaway,  N.  Y. ; 
Manitou,  Colo. ;  AYaupaca,  Wis. ;  Star  Lake,  X".  Y. ;  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo. ;  Asheville,  X.  C.  Record  was  received  of  about 
thirty-five  or  forty  services  that  were  held  at  the  places  men- 
tioned. 

Your  Committee  begs  to  report  that  the  Department  of 
Synagogue  and  School  Extension  has  expressed  itself  in  favor 
of  continued  co-operation,  and  has  appropriated  for  the  ensuing 
summer  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  summer  services. 
Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  work  carried  on  at 
the  summer  resorts  in  Michigan  two  years  ago  be  resumed,  and, 
if  possible,  similar  services  be  installed  at  some  point  on  the  Pa- 
cific and  on  the  Atlantic  Coast. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  ZEPIN,  Chairman, 
SIMON  R.  COHEN, 
WILLIAM  FLNESHRIBER, 
CHARLES  FREUND, 
SIGMUND  HECHT, 
TOBIAS  SCHANFARBER. 

The  report  was,  on  motion,  received  and  discussed  as  fol- 
lows : 

Rab~bi  Gries — I  would  like  to  know  on  what  basis  Far  Rock- 
away  is  included  in  that  report  ? 
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Rabbi  Zepin— That  was  the  Rabbi's  report  to  me,  that  he 
was  conducting  summer  services. 

Rabbi  Gries — Far  Rockaway  is  a  permanent  congregation. 

Rabbi  Philipson — He  is  mentioned  as  one  of  eight  men  who 
reported.  We  do  not  know  whether  he  refers  to  services  at  Far 
Rockaway  or  elsewhere. 

Rabbi  Zepin — He  said  he  was  conducting  summer  services 
at  Far  Rockaway  and  asked  me  to  include  it. 

Rabbi  Lyons — I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  perfectly 
proper  to  retain  mention  of  Far  Rockaway,  for  the  reason  that 
the  constituency  there  in  the  summer-time  is  generally  there  for 
the  summer,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  presence  of  those  sum- 
mer visitors  the  services  would  not  be  conducted  as  they  are. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  suggest  that  we  abstain  from  classifying 
Far  Rockaway  either  as  a  summer  or  winter  or  all-the-year 
resort. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Year  Book  Editorial  Committee  was  presented 
by  Recording  Secretary  Rabbi  Julian  Morgenstern. 

REPORT   OF   THE  YEAR  BOOK   EDITORIAL   COM- 
MITTEE. 

Your  Committee  on  Year  Book  begs  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: The  hope  of  the  Committee  to  get  the  Year  Book  out  in 
September  or  October  was  defeated,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the 
writers  of  papers  who,  in  two  cases,  declined  to  submit  to  the 
wise  rule  laid  down  by  the  Executive  Committee  placing  a  max- 
imum limit  on  papers,  and,  in  many  other  cases,  made  additions 
and  alterations  in  the  proofs,  necessitating  resetting  of  type, 
with  loss  of  time  and  increase  of  expense,  or  simply  delayed  re- 
turning proofs.  On  the-  other  hand,  delay  in  arranging  Com- 
mittee appointments  and  their  acceptance  caused  the  other  large 
element  in  the  delay.  To  avoid  a  repetition  of  the  first  difficulty, 
papers  should  be  submitted  in  final  form  so  as  to  remove  the 
necessity  of  authors  doing  their  own  proofreading.  To  obviate 
the  second  difficulty,  we  advise  that  the  Committee  lists  should 
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be  printed  separately  later  on,  if  and  whenever  the  Committee 
appointments  give  promise  of  delaying  the  appearance  of  the 
Year  Book  for  any  considerable  time.  In  such  emergencies  a 
pocket  in  the  back-cover  or  some  other  device  might  be  easily 
arranged. 

The  Editorial  Committee  had  to  do  all  its  work  without  a 
meeting  and  under  trying  circumstances.  The  editing  was  done 
in  Pine  Bluff  and  Cincinnati,  much  of  the  proofreading  in  New 
Orleans,  and  the  printing  in  Atlanta.  For  this  reason  there  are 
many  small  imperfections  in  the  Year  Book. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  a  card  index  system  be 
adopted  for  the  Year  Book  mailing  list.  The  frequent  change 
of  addresses  and  the  constant  additions  to  and  subtractions  from 
the  list  make  this  innovation  desirable. 

The  Committee  further  recommends  that  some  specific 
method  be  adopted  by  the  Conference  to  bring  the  activities  and 
publications  of  the  Conference  to  the  attention  of  the  Jewish 
public  through  a  more  popular  medium  than  the  Year  Book,  as 
it  is  at  present  constituted. 

The  cost  of  publishing  the  Year  Book  this  season  was 
$745.60.  Mailing  and  other  incidental  expenses  amount  to 
$101.99.  Total,  $847.59.  This  does  not  include  some  small  sums 
spent  by  the  editors  outside  of  Atlanta. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EPHRAIM  FRISCH,  Chairman. 
JULIAN  MORGENSTERN, 
DAVID  MARX, 
MAX  HELLER. 

The  report  was  received  with  thanks  by  the  Conference,  and 
thp  recommendations  were  referred  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee 

Discussion  on  the  Proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 
(See  Year  Book  XXI.  p.  123.) 

Proposed  Amendments. 

"A."  To  amend  Art.  VI,  Sec.  1,  of  the  Constitution  bv 
changing  the  words  "Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Sec- 
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retary,"  and  the  words  "eleven  executive  members"  to  "twelve 
executive  members." 

"B."  To  amend  Art.  VII,  Sec.  1,  to  read  "This  associa- 
tion shall  meet  annually  in  general  convention  the  week  after 
Passover,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  previous  Conference  or 
its  executive  board  shall  decide." 

"C."  To  amend  Art.  VII,  Sec.  1,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"in  the  month  of  July." 

"D."  To  amend  Art.  Ill,  Sec.  1,  to  read  "All  active  and 
retired  Rabbis  of  Congregations  and  Professors  of  Rabbinical 
Seminaries  shall  be  eligible  for  membership.  All  applications 
for  membership  shall  be  acted  upon  by  the  Executive  Board." 

Proposed  Amendment  designated  "A"  was  read. 

Rab~bi  Schulman—'We  are  now  to  consider  several  proposed 
amendments  to  our  Constitution.  The  first  declares  that  the 
offices  of  Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretaries  might  be 
combined  in  one,  with  one  officer  called  Secretary;  that  even- 
tually a  clerk  might  be  employed,  permanently,  by  the  Confer- 
ence. In  the  course  of  the  year,  however,  the  experience  of  some 
has  made  them  doubt  the  efficacy  of  this  step,  and  I  should 
like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  on  the 
matter,  because  he  has  done  such  good  work  and  so  economically, 
that  is,  with  the  present  system,  that  I  would  like  the  Conference 
to  realize  what  such  a  change  would  mean. 

Rabbi  Foster — I  would  recommend  that  the  office  of  Cor- 
responding Secretary  be  not  abolished.  Not  that  I  make  a  bid 
for  the  office;  I  do  not  want  the  office  at  all;  I  wish  that  some 
one  else  would  take  it,  not  that  I  have  failed  to  appreciate  the 
honor  you  have  bestowed  upon  me.  I  have  been  very  glad, 
moreover,  to  work  with  the  President.  But  I  will  tell  you, 
Members  of  the  Conference,  I  believe  that  to-day  I  am  much 
more  valuable  to  the  Conference  than  I  was  a  year  ago.  I 
have  come  in  touch  and  contact  with  the  great  work  of  this 
Conference,  and  I  now  feel  that  I  can  come  to  you  with  greater 
understanding  and  enthusiasm  because  I  know  the  magnitude  of 
the  work.  I  believe  that  if  we  train  the  younger  men  to  take  up 
the  duties  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  we  are  going  to  get  a 
much  more  enthusiastic  and  self-sacrificing  membership.  The 
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duties  are  not  so  onerous  with  proper  help  and  the  Conference 
allows,  of  course,  the  Secn'tary  a  liberal  allowance  for  expenses. 
I  would  favor  the  retention  of  the  office  if  for  no  other  reason 
than  to  train  me?i  for  appreciating  the  greatness  of  the  Confer- 
ence. 

Rabbi  Schultnan — The  office  has  been  administered  most  effi- 
ciently and  most  economically,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  mention 
this. 

Rabbi  Morgcnstu-n — Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  I  have 
never  yet  looked  for  a  job  in  the  Conference.  I  have  had  one 
for  five  years  and  am  willing  to  give  it  up  at  any  time.  How- 
ever, I  agree  with  the  Corresponding  Secretary  that  the  Confer- 
ence would  be  making  a  serious  mistake  in  abolishing  its  pres- 
ent system.  The  idea  was  introduced  last  year  in  accordance 
with  a  Resolution  of  one  of  the  committees  that  the  work  of  the 
Conference  is  multiplying  so  that  it  will  eventually  become 
necessary  for  us  to  employ  a  regular  clerk  to  transact  the  cler- 
ical work  of  the  Conference.  That  view,  granting  that  it  will 
eventually  become  necessary,  will  not  obviate  the  necessity'  of 
having  two  officers  who  are  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  this  particular  work.  You  can  see  for  yourselves  that  the 
one  man  cannot  attend  to  the  work.  In  fact,  it  has  been  found 
advisable  to  appoint  even  an  assistant  recording  secretary  in 
order  that  the  work  may  be  efficiently  done.  Always  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  one  man  could  not  attend 
to  the  work  of  the  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries. 
There  are  certain  advantages  in  having  the  work  centralized, 
and  details  by  which  this  can  be  made  possible  can  be  worked 
out  eventually:  but  I  think  it  will  be  found  always  advisable 
to  have  the  offices  divided  and  the  offices  of  the  two  Secretaries 
made  permanent. 

Rabbi  Philipson  —  I  am  going  back  into  history  now,  because 
I  was  the  first  Corresponding  Secretary  of  this  Conference,  and 
T.  knowing  the  history  of  the  Conference  from  the  very  begin- 
ning, was  very  much  pleased  to  hear  the  remarks  of  both  of 
these  Secretaries.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  more  men  we  can  in- 
terest in  our  work,  the  better;  and  the  training  which  is  re- 
ceived in  these  secretarial  offices  is  indeed  very  valuable.  Xow 
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as  long  as  the  system  works  as  well  as  it  has,  I  see  no  reason 
for  discontinuing  it.  If  the  time  should  come  that  the  work  of 
the  Conference  should  suffer  from  our  present  system,  then  it 
may  be  necessary  for  us  to  employ  a  clerk  at  a  stated  salary, 
and  perhaps  a  rather  large  salary;  but  the  work  is  done  so 
very  economically  and  efficiently  up  to  this  time  that  I  believe 
we  would  make  a  mistake  in  changing  this  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  I  believe  it  would  be -well  for  us  to  abide  by  the 
old  rule. 

Rabbi  Levy — I  endorse  this  statement,  and  the  wisdom  of 
the  Conference  has  been  fully  demonstrated  in  continuing  this 
way. 

On  motion,  Amendment  "A"  was  lost. 

The  Amendments  designated  "B"  and  "C,"  relating  to  the 
same  Article  VII,  Section  1,  were  read. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern. — I  would  like  to  add  the  words,  "pro- 
vided  that  not  less  than  nine  months  nor  more  than  fifteen 
months  shall  elapse  between  two  conventions. "  My  reason  is 
this:  Clearly,  when  this  Constitution  was  framed,  the  words 
"in  the  month  of  July"  served  a  double  purpose,  not  only  to 
determine  what  seemed  to  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  the 
time  most  suitable  for  holding  the  annual  convention,  but  to 
insure  the  fact  that  a  convention  shall  be  held  every  year.  If 
we  leave  the  matter  as  indefinite  as  it  will  be  if  we  omit  the 
words  "in  the  month  of  July"  it  will  be  very  possible  that  a 
period  of  a  year  and  a  half  or  almost  two  years  could  elapse 
without  a  convention;  it  will  be  possible  to  hold  a  convention 
within  a  very  few  months  of  another,  so  that  practically  no 
work  can  be  done  during  this  short  time.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
is  highly  desirable  that  we  should  adopt  a  restriction ;  sufficient 
time  then  would  be  given  to  hold  the  Conference  either  in  the 
spring  or  in  the  summer  or  in  the  fall;  or  if  the  previous  Con- 
ference be  held  then  and  a  following  Conference  in  winter.  ! 
think  sufficient  leeway  is  given,  and  yet  not  too  much,  to  the 
Executive  Committee  to  abrogate  or  do  away  with  it  entirely, 
should  it  seem  reasonable. 

Rabbi  Foster — Mr.  President  and  Brethren,  I  would  call  at- 
tention to  the  number  of  letters  that  I  received  during  the  year 
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from  members  of  our  Conference  living  in  the  Southwest  or 
South  with  reference  to  this  proposed  change.  Some  said  if  we 
adopted  a  permanent  change  from  summer  it  would  practically 
mean  their  elimination  from  the  Conference,  because  it  is  too  far 
for  them  to  come,  and  then  it  is  a  double  expense.  What  I 
believe  we  ought  to  do  is  to  hold  to  July  as  the  time  of  our 
meeting,  except  by  special  order  of  Conference  or  by  referen- 
dum. I  would  suggest  that  wre  keep  the  clause  as  we  have  it 
and  simply  add  the  phrase,  "this  association  shall  meet  an- 
nually in  general  conference  in  the  month  of  July."  It  is 
simply  to  know  that  there  is  a  special  time,  and  not  leave  it 
open  for  the  Committee,  who  might  arrange  it  for  this  or  that 
month.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  desirable  to  have  this  fixed  firmly 
in  the  minds  of  the  members,  that  the  regular  time  is  July,  ex- 
cept when  specially  ordered  by  the  members  of  the  Conference. 
That  is  what  we  have  been  doing,  and  why  not  legalize  that— 
' ;  Except  when  otherwise  ordered  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  the  Conference  by  a  referendum  vote"? 

Rabbi  Silverman — There  was  an  amendment  adopted  at  New 
Orleans  that  the  meetings  of  the  Conference  shall  be  held  in 
July,  but  that  for  any  emergency  or  good  purpose  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  may  have  the  right  to  change.  That  has  been 
adopted. 

Rabbi  Gries — The  reason  the  amendment  was  offered  to 
strike  out  the  words  "in  the  month  of  July"  was  because,  it  be- 
ing so  definitely  stated  in  the  Constitution,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  arranging  the  meetings  has  found  itself  seriously  in- 
convenienced a  number  of  times.  AYe  have  violated  the  Consti- 
tution repeatedly  by  beginning  our  meetings  in  the  last  week 
of  June  and  running  into  the  first  week  of  July,  and  several 
times  by  special  orders  contrary  to  the  Constitution  holding  it 
at  other  seasons  of  the  year.  If  we  omit  the  words  "in  the 
month  of  July"  we  can  hold  our  meetings  as  we  will,  and  I 
think  the  members  of  the  Conference  can  trust  the  Executive 
Committee  not  to  abandon  a  session  or  to  improperly  hold  one 
session  in  one  year  and  then  not  have  any  until  the  third  year. 
The  provision  suggested  as  an  amendment  by  the  Recording 
Secretarv  that  we  should  insert  in  the  Constitution  that  it  should 


166  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OP  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

be  provided  as  to  the  meetings  being  held  within  the  nine  and 
fifteen  month  periods,  the  periods  oscillating  during  the  interim, 
it  would  be  a  very  awkward  statement  in  the  Constitution,  and 
embarrassing.  I  believe  that  the  Resolution  as  offered  is  the 
one  which  we  should  adopt,  in  order  that  the  Conference  may 
be  free  to  hold  its  annual  meetings  at  the  places  and  under  the 
conditions  which  shall  be  most  favorable  to  its  influences  upon 
the  country  and  the  best  development  of  its  work.  It  is  hereby 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "in  the  month  of  July."  Then 
we  give  the  Executive  Committee  power  to  hold  the  meeting  at 
any  time  and  place  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Conference.  I 
think  that  is  the  way  we  should  leave  it.  With  reference  to  the 
Resolution  offered  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  inserting 
in  the  Constitution  the  provision  for  a  referendum,  that  is  not 
wise  to  put  into  the  Constitution,  although  you  may  recom- 
mend to  the  Executive  Committee  that  it  adopt  such  procedure. 
Without  any  intention  to  pass  any  criticism  upon  the  President 
and  the  Corresponding  Secretary — far  be  it  from  me — and 
while  we  all  rejoice  that  we  are  meeting  in  Baltimore  this  year, 
take  as  an  illustration  the  referendum  which  was  sent  out;  the 
referendum  which  was  sent  out  was  so  phrased  by  the  President 
and  Secretary  that  practically  the  men  felt  they  were  determin- 
ing the  question,  as  this  was  possibly  the  only  alternative. 

Rabin  Foster — We  did  that  with  the  order  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Rabbi  Gries — That  is  just  the  point  with  reference  to  the 
referendum.  The  purpose  of  the  officers  and  the  Executive 
Committee  is  that  we  should  have  the  best  meetings  at  such 
time  and  place  as  will  be  for  the  highest  interests  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  I  think  we  would  be  wise  to  leave  the  Constitution  in 
such  simple  form  that  the  Conference  or  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee will  be  free  at  any  time  to  determine  the  time  and  place 
with  perfect  freedom. 

Rabbi  Schulman — It  is  important  that  we  consider  what 
might  happen.  Of  course,  we  like  to  have  this  provide  for  the 
calling  of  special  meetings;  we  can  have  them  if  we  like;  but 
Rabbi  Morgenstern  wants  to  guard  the  spirit  of  another  pro- 
vision, namely,  the  annual  election  of  officers.  One  of  the  pro- 
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visions  provides  that  officers  and  the  Executive  Committee  are 
elected  for  a  year.  Also,  if  I  get  the  spirit  of  Rabbi  Morgen- 
stern's  amendment,  he  wants  to  have  in  this  a  general  provision 
to  have  it  in  April,  May,  June,  or  July,  or  some  time,  as  much 
as  possible  in  conformity  with  another  Article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  is  not  an  unimportant  matter. 

Rabbi  Philipson — It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President  and  Gentle- 
men, that  this  amendment  of  Rabbi  Morgenstern,  now  having 
been  brought  so  fully  before  the  Conference,  requires  most  care- 
ful consideration.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
language  of  that  amendment  is  such  as  should  appear  in  the 
Constitution.  A  constitution  should  be  drawn  in  very  general 
terms  and  should  not  have  a  phrase  of  that  kind  providing  that 
there  shall  not  elapse  less  than  nine  months  nor  more  than  fif- 
teen months  between  any  two  conventions.  For  that  reason,  I 
do  not  think  it  wise  to  put  in  such  a  provision  as  that.  In  the 
second  place,  the  Constitution  shows  that  the  Conference  shall 
meet  annually  at  such  and  such  a  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  that 
safeguards  it  sufficiently ;  and  the  more  general  a  constitutional 
phrase  is,  the  better.  You  must  have  confidence  in  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  if  you  have  not,  the  Conference  at  any 
meeting  can  provide  that  it  shall  not  be,  say,  less  than  nine 
months  nor  more  than  fifteen  months.  It  does  seem  to  me  that 
the  amendment  first  presented  meets  the  case  best  of  all. 

Rabbi  Gries — It  is  the  second  amendment,  really. 

Rabbi  Philipson— On  page  123,  Year  Book,  1911. 

Rabbi  Silvern) an— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  have  found 
the  place  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Conference  that  met  at  New 
Orleans  in  1902  where  the  question  was  disposed  of.  Here  it 
is  (reading). 

Rabbi  Shulman—Yowc  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken 
unless  you  can  show  that  in  the  following  year  that  came  up  in 
the  form  of  an  amendment,  and  I  am  quite  sure  it  did  not  and 
was  not  adopted,  otherwise  it  would  be  in  the  Constitution.  The 
President's  Message  may  have  presented  it,  the  Committee 
might  have  adopted  it,  even,  but  we  cannot  change  our  Consti- 
tution without  a  year's  notice. 

Rabbi  Philipson — The  second  amendment  as  is  now  before 
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us  is  just  that,  that  the  Conference  shall  meet  annually  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  shall  provide.  Now 
that  is  clear,  and  I  think  it  should  pass  in  that  way. 

Rabbi  Kohler—l  want  to  endorse  what  Rabbi  Philipson  just 
said  and  want  to  call  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  were 
somewhat  in  doubt  whether  a  Conference,  convened  at  a  time 
of  year  when  so  many  Rabbis  would  have  to  leave  congrega- 
tions in  the  midst  of  their  busy  time,  would  be  a  success.  We 
all  felt— and  that  has  been  lost  sight  of,  especially  by  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Corresponding  Secretary — that  the  July  confer- 
ences have  the  greatest  advantage  of  compelling  us  to  go  to  the 
country  in  some  place  out  of  reach  and  out  of  connection  with 
great  cities;  and  therefore  a  conference  that  wants  to  be  in 
sympathy  with  and  closer  relationship  to  larger  communities, 
as  we  have  this  year,  certainly  is  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
the  work  of  our  Conference.  And,  therefore,  we  have  the  July 
tradition — I  fully  am  conscious  of  the  spirit  that  wants  to  con- 
serve the  old  tradition — but  at  the  same  time  I  think  we  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  conservatism  does  rather  detract 
from  the  influence  of  the  Conference  upon  the  world  at  large ; 
and  therefore  we  should  have  in  mind,  not  the  tradition  of  the 
July  Conference— although  I  myself  have  received  letters  also 
to  remain  true  to  the  old  July  tradition — but  the  thought  that 
such  a  Conference  as  the  present  one  has  certainly  been  a 
great  success  should  be  foremost  in  the  minds  of  the  members 
of  the  Conference,  and  I  would  certainly  speak  against  the  July 
tradition. 

Rabbi  Foster — The  amendment  that  I  would  propose  con- 
siders of  less  importance,  great  as  it  is,  the  appeal  of  the  Jew- 
ish public  at  large ;  I  say  it  is  much  more  important  to  arrange 
our  meetings  so  as  to  appeal  to  our  members  who  will  ultimately 
exert  an  influence  on  the  Jewish  public.  Many  men  have  in- 
formed me  that  if  the  meetings  are  held  at  other  times  than 
July  it  might  mean  their  elimination  from  the  Conference. 

Amendment  designated  "C"  was,  on  motion,  carried. 

Rabbi  Schulman — My  attention  is  called  to  something  which 
we  should  dispose  of  regularly.  There  is  an  amendment  before 
the  House  as  introduced  last  year  stating  that  the  Conference 
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should  meet  the  first  week  in  Passover.  Logically  we  have  dis- 
posed of  it,  but  we  will  dispose  of  it  regularly. 

Amendment  designated  *'B"  was  lost. 

Amendment  designated  fiD"  was  read. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  want  to. call  the  attention  of  the  Confer- 
ence to  the  fact  that  as  this  Article  stands  now,  for  instance, 
professors  of  such  an  institution  as  the  Dropsie  College  would 
not  be  eligible  for  membership  in  this  Conference.  Now  it  is 
questionable  whether  we  wish  a  thing  of  that  sort,  whether  we 
wish  to  make  a  hard  and  fast  distinction  between  Jewish  schol- 
ars who  are  professors  in  Jewish  seminaries  and  between  Jew- 
ish scholars  who  may  be  professors  at  some  of  our  great  univer- 
sities or  such  scientific  schools  as  the  Dropsie  College.  I  doubt 
svhether  such  an  expression  would  be  a  measure  for  this  Con- 
ference to  adopt. 

Rabbi  Kohler — I  wish  to  say  with  reference  to  the  para- 
graph as  proposed,  there  is  missing  that  point  on  which  I  would 
lay  special  strees,  and  that  i  would  also  include  the  proposition 
of  Rabbi  Heller.  I  want  to  know  that  the  man  has  the  title, 
and  that  his  professorship  or  scholarship  is  safeguarded  by 
some  certificate  from  some  recognized  Jewish  institution,  and  I 
want  to  have  that  also  emphasized  as  far  as  Rabbis  are  con- 
cerned. 

Rabbi  Stolz — I  think  a  little  explanation  will  clarify  this 
matter.  Originally  our  Constitution  read  as  it  is  now  proposed 
we  shall  amend  the  Constitution.  We  had  then  an  unwritten 
law  or  provision  that  any  minister  who  was  not  a  graduate  of 
an  authorized  rabbinical  seminary,  and  so  on.  but  who  had  been 
five  years  a  Rabbi  and  three  years  in  one  place  should  be  eligible 
to  membership.  After  a  while,  we  thought  it  might  be  well  to 
put  into  the  Constitution  that  which  had  been  an  unwritten 
law  from  its  very  existence.  Since  putting  this  into  the  Consti- 
tution it  was  found  out  that  there  might  be  certain  persons  ap- 
plying for  membership  who  were  three  or  five  years  in  a  place, 
Rabbis  in  a  given  community,  but  not  graduates  of  any  institu- 
tion, wrho  were  still  not  ripe  or  ready  to  become  members  of  the 
Conference.  It  was  thought  wise  by  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence that  it  would  be  better  to  go  back  to  the  original  Constitu- 
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tion,  and  then  leave  it  open  for  the  Executive  Committee  to 
decide  how  long  a  service  in  a  given  place  would  make  a  per- 
son eligible.  As  regards  the  suggestion  offered  by  Rabbi  Heller, 
I  should  like  to  say  this,  our  body  is  really  a  professional  body 
and  is  not  a  lay  body.  I  think  it  would  be  very  dangerous  for 
us  to  put  this  opening  in  our  Constitution,  and  I  therefore 
move  you,  Mr.  President,  that  we  adopt  this  amendment. 

Rabbi  Schulman — I  do  not  think  the  Conference  wants  to 
take  a  backward  step  with  respect  to  the  quality  of  its  member- 
ship. Rabbi  Stolz  traced  the  history  of  the  matter,  or  part  of  it, 
but  I  think  I  may  add  something  which  will  make  it  clearer. 
Originally  there  was  this  general  provision  in  the  Constitution 
which  it  is  now  desired  to  reintroduce.  We  found  that  it  did 
not  work  well  because  in  every  individual  case  that  would  come 
up  in  the  Executive  Committee  there  were  reasons  for  voting  one 
way  or  another,  a  man  might  not  have  certain  qualifications,  and 
it  was  felt  necessary  a  few  years  ago  to  put  the  present  provi- 
sion in  the  Constitution  expressly.  It  would  be  rather  a  step 
backward  in  the  safeguarding  of  the  quality  of  the  Conference. 
Our  Conference  to-day  is  the  largest  Conference  of  Jewish 
Rabbis  in  the  world,  and  it  has  maintained  for  itself  a  great 
position  in  the  country. 

Rabbi  Philipson — As  one  of  the  signers  of  this  amendment, 
who  has  not  changed  his  mind  about  it,  I  should  like  to  make  a 
few  remarks.  As  I  said  before,  the  terms  of  a  constitution 
ought  to  be  as  general  as  possible.  The  Article  which  we  desire 
to  amend  is  specific,  especially  in  regard  to  the  one  thing,  that 
a  man  must  be  five  years  in  the  ministry  and  three  years  at  any 
one  place.  Now  it  has  been  found  that  this  is  embarrassing. 
If  the  Article  is  very  general  in  its  provisions,  as  we  have  it  in 
the  amendment,  why  naturally  the  Executive  Committee  can 
act  according  to  its  best  judgment,  and  the  candidate  who  may 
be  rejected  may  have  no  special  reason  assigned  for  his  rejec- 
tion, but  if  a  man  has  been  three  years  in  one  place  and  five 
years  in  the  ministry  and  he  is  still  rejected  by  the  Executive 
Committee  it  puts  the  Committee  in  a  very  embarrassing  posi- 
tion ;  and  for  that  reason  I  believe  that  clause  ought  to  be  elim- 
innted  from  the  Article  in  the  Constitution,  both  because  it  spec- 
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ities  and  because  the  Constitution  ought  to  be  general  in  term ; 
and  secondly,  because  it  puts  your  Executive  Committee  in  that 
embarrassing:  position.  They  may  know  why,  but  if  it  should 
get  out  to  the  general  public  that  such  a  man  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  Executive  Committee,  it  would  be  a  blow  to  him, 
and  even  though  he  may  not  be  worthy  we  do  not  want  to  give 
a  blow  to  any  man  that  may  make  his  position  harder  to  bear. 
This  is,  after  all,  a  rabbinical  conference,  a  professional  confer- 
ence, and  there  are  certain  things  that  mark  the  work  of  this 
Conference.  In  the  first  and  chief  sense,  it  is  a  work  of  the 
active  ministry*  and  there  are  problems  which  concern  the  min- 
istry, and  we  must  distinguish  and  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  a 
rabbinical  conference  and  that  this  has  been  very  carefully 
considered.  Xow  it  may  happen  that  there  may  be  special  Jew- 
ish schools,  like  the  one  mentioned,  and  there  may  be  men  who 
are  active  or  retired  rabbis  that  would  be  eligible,  and  it  is  un- 
fortunate if  they  cannot  become  members  of  this  Conference  be- 
cause of  the  reason  that  they  are  not  teaching  in  a  rabbinical 
seminary.  But  we  have  to  draw  the  line  somewhere.  This  is 
as  broad  as  I  think  it  can  be  made,  active  or  retired  rabbis  or 
professors  in  rabbinical  seminaries. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern — I  want  to  express  my  opposition  to  the 
adoption  of  this  amendment.  We  made  the  former  change  be- 
cause we  found  it  highly  advisable.  The  reasons  that  obtained 
then  obtain  to-day.  This  Article  as  it  is  worded  now  practically 
included  every  membership  in  this  Conference,  of  men  occupy- 
ing rabbinical  positions  or  of  men  giving  service  who  have  no 
rabbinical  degrees— 

Rabbi  Philipson  (interrupting) —All  active  or  retired  rab- 
bis of  congregations  and  professors  of  rabbinical  seminaries  shall 
be  eligible  to  membership.  There  is  nothing  said  about  a  de- 
gree. 

Rabbi  Schulman — The  man  who  is  a  rabbi  is  the  man  whom 
the  people  elect  to  be  their  rabbi. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern — If  that  be  the  case,  then  I  stand  cor- 
rected in  this  one  particular,  but  at  the  same  time  it  seems  to 
me  that  that  does  not  by  any  means  weaken  the  force  of  the 
argument.  This  original  reading  of  the  Constitution  was 
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changed  because  it  was  thought  to  relieve  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  embarrassment,  of  having  to  refuse  or  reject  appli- 
cants for  admission  into  the  Conference  who  had  occupied  a  rab- 
binical position  for  only  a  comparatively  short  time  or  who  had 
occupied  many  rabbinical  positions  for  only  a  short  time  each, 
and  who  it  was  felt  were  not  qualified  for  membership  in  this 
Conference;  the  present  reading  that  we  have  was  adopted.  It 
is  argued  that  we  should  go  back  to  the  old  reading  in  order  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  embarrassment.  I  contend  that  the  em- 
barrassment would  be  greater  by  adopting  the  amendment  now 
proposed.  Furthermore,  the  idea  was  that  we  should  lay  some 
premium  upon  the  rabbinical  position,  that  we%hould  endeavor 
to  raise  the  standard  of  membership,  the  ideal  of  the  rabbinical 
position  in  the  membership  of  this  Conference;  and  for  this 
reason,  instead  of  leaving  the  matter  open  in  each  case  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  Committee,  we  insisted  that  a  man 
must  be  in  a  rabbinical  position  for  five  years  and  occupy  one 
position  for  three  consecutive  years.  That  is  quite  a  good  deal 
to  assume.  If  that  is  not  enough  to  ask,  then  let  us  raise  this 
requirement  and  say  a  man  must  occupy  one  position  for  five 
years  and  hold  a  rabbinical  position  for  seven  years.  But,  Mr. 
President,  let  us  not  cheapen  the  membership  of  the  Conference, 
let  us  not  lower  the  ideal,  let  us  not  put  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee back  in  its  former  embarrassing  position  by  returning  to 
the  conditions  found  originally  highly  suitable,  perhaps,  to  that 
time.  Let  us  legislate  onward  instead  of  backward. 
Amendment  designated  "D"  was,  on  motion,  lost. 

A  Paper  on  "A  Change  of  Confirmation  Day"  (cf.  Appen- 
dix G)  was  read  by  Rabbi  Joseph  Krauskopf. 

Rabbi  Schulman — We  have  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
this  admirable  paper,  which  has  been  a  splendid  review,  of 
course,  of  the  Confirmation  idea  and  has  given  us  all  food  for 
thought. 

Rabbi  Krauskopf— I  have  a  set  of  Resolutions.  I  do  not 
know  whether  you  desire  to  have  them  presented  now  or  later. 

Rabbi  Schulman — Present  them  now. 

Rabbi  Krauskopf  then  presented  the  following  Resolutions: 
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RESOLUTIONS  IN  FAVOR  OF  A  CHANGE  OF  CONFIR- 
MATION FROM  SHABUOTH  TO  SIMCHATH  TORAH. 

\Vkercas,  The  Ceremony  of  Confirmation  was  instituted  for 
the  purpose  of  formally  entering  boys  and  girls,  at  the  age  of 
adolescence,  and  after  due  preparation,  into  religious  associa- 
tion with  the  Congregation  of  Israel,  and 

Whereas,  Attendance  upon  divine  services  after  Confirma- 
tion is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  deepening  the  impres- 
sion made  upon  the  pupil  by  the  Confirmation  exercises,  and 

Whereas,  The  date  of  Confirmation,  fixed  in  another  country 
and  under  other  conditions,  prevents,  in  our  country,  owing  to 
climatic  and  other  conditions,  the  immediate  association  of  the 
confirmants  with  the  religious  life  of  the  congregation,  after 
Confirmation,  and 

Whereas,  The  results  to  be  attained  from  such  immediate  as- 
sociation with  the  religious  life  of  the  congregation  are  too  vital 
to  be  lost  by  reason  of  adherence  to  a  date,  the  original  choice 
of  which  was  influenced  by  local  conditions;  and, 

Whereas.  The  significance  of  tihabuoth  as  one  of  the  chief 
Holy  Days  may  be  maintained  by  placing  upon  it,  in  an  impress- 
ive manner,  the  annual  closing  exercises  of  the  religious  school 
of  the  congregation ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis 
recommend  to  the  Congregations  represented  by  them  the  hold- 
ing of  Confirmation  Exercises  hereafter  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
during  the  annual  revival  of  religious  interest,  during  the  Suc- 
coth  week,  preferably  on  the  day  designated  in  our  cycle  of  fes- 
tivals as  Simchath  Torah  (Rejoicing  over  the  Law). 

It  was  moved  that  the  Resolutions  be  adopted. 

Rabbi  Kohlcr—I  move  an  amendment,  that  a  committee  of 
five  or  seven  members  of  the  Conference  should  be  appointed  to 
study  the  paper  in  all  its  aspects  and  report  on  it  at  the  next 
Conference.  In  the  meantime,  there  should  be  a  full  discussion 
of  the  paper  here,  and  therefore  the  paper  should  be  received 
with  an  expression  of  appreciation  of  the  very  valuable  ideas 
expressed. 
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Rabbi  Jasin — I  think  it  would  be  unfortunate  for  the  Con- 
ference to  adopt  the  recommendations  too  hastily,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  what  Rabbi  Kohler  has  said,  I  think  an  opportunity 
ought  to  be  given  not  only  to  those  here  present  to  discuss  the 
matter  but  also  to  the  members  of  the  Conference  at  large. 
There  are  difficulties  and  objections,  and  we  have  not  sufficient 
time  here  to  bring  out  the  objections  or  for  the  speaker  to  be 
given  sufficient  time  to  answer  the  objections,  and  I  hope  the 
amendment  of  Rabbi  Kohler  will  prevail,  because  we  are  not 
prepared  to  act  on  the  matter  now. 

Rabbi  Philipson — It  seems  to  me,  if  you  are  going  to  hurry 
this  matter  in  twenty  minutes,  it  does  not  give  the  proper  time. 
It  is  not  fair  to  the  paper,  and  I  suppose  every  one  \vould  want 
to  discuss  it.  Therefore,  I  should  like  to  ask  that  the  original 
mover  permit  me  to  present  this  new  motion,  that  we  go  to  other 
business  or  adjourn,  and  that  this  matter  of  discussion  be  de- 
ferred until  the  Committee  of  Seven  shall  bring  in  its  report. 

Rabbi  Foster — I  move  that  the  amendment  of  Rabbi  Kohler 
be  amended  to  the  effect  that  the  Committee  of  Seven  shall  re- 
port to  the  Executive  Committee,  which  shall  finally  pass  upon 
the  advisability  of  presenting  the  matter  to  the  Conference  next 
year.  We  appreciate  the  value  of  the  suggestions  made  by 
Rabbi  Krauskopf,  but  I  feel  we  are  not  prepared  to  enter  upon 
a  discussion  as  to  the  advisability  at  this  time  of  changing  the 
service  from  a  time  hallowed  by  tradition,  even  though  it  is  less 
than  a  hundred  years,  to  a  date  which  the  mover  of  that  motion 
has  not  yet  tried.  Why  should  the  Conference  be  called  upon 
to  fight  Rabbi  Krauskopf 's  battle?  Let  him  first  experiment  in 
the  matter  if  he  desires,  and  with  his  results  before  us,  we  would 
be  in  a  better  position  to  discuss  the  subject. 

Rabbi  Levy — It  would  be  very  discourteous  to  the  author  of 
the  paper  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Board  as 
to  whether  it  is  advisable  to  raise  the  question  before  the  nexl 
Conference. 

Rabbi  Jasin  —  Question;  I  am  sure  Rabbi  Kohler  would  con- 
sent to  the  incorporation  of  a  provision  in  his  amendment  thai 
the  matter  be  submitted  to  the  membership  at  large  for  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion. 
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Rabbi  Kohlcr — That  has  nothing  to  do  with  my  motion. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  desire  to  speak  against  the  second  amend- 
ment, and  wish  to  say  that  it  should  not  be  within  the  power 
and  province  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  determine  whether 
this  Conference  shall  do  that.  The  vote  is  on  the  second  amend- 
ment, and  I  am  opposing  that  amendment  and  I  am  giving  no- 
tice in  order  to  meet  the  view  point  of  Rabbis  Jasin  and  Silver- 
man,  which  I  think  is  very  important,  that  when  the  Committee 
of  Seven,  which  may  be  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  first 
amendment,  shall  formulate  some  kind  of  recommendation,  that 
that  recommendation  shall  be  sent  to  the  membership  of  this 
Conference  before  the  Conference  convenes.  I  desire  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  Rabbi  Kohler's  first  amendment  to  the  effect 
that  the  Committee,  if  it  formulate  Resolutions  to  be  presented 
to  the  next  Conference,  shall  send  notice  to  the  members  of  the 
Conference  of  the  Resolutions  which  they  will  present,  of  the 
recommendations  contained  in  their  report.  The  purpose  of  the 
amendment  is  to  give  notice  to  our  membership  as  to  what  ac- 
tion the  Conference,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
proposes  to  take  upon  the  Recommendations  of  Rabbi  Kraus- 
kopf 's  paper.  Every  member  will  want  to  know  what  disposi- 
tion is  intended  to  be  made  of  it.  Then  no  man  can  say  he  did 
not  know  what  was  going  on. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  resolutions  presented  by  Rabbi 
Krauskopf  was  first  amended.  I.  First  to  receive  the  paper 
with  appreciation  and  thanks  and  to  appoint  a  special  Commit- 
tee of  seven  to  consider  the  paper  and  its  resolutions  in  all  as- 
pects, and  to  report  at  the  next  Conference.  II.  A  second 
amendment  was  offered  to  instruct  the  Special  Committee  to 
report^  to  the  Executive  Committee,  which  would  have  the  au- 
thority to  determine  whether  it  was  advisable  to  resubmit  the 
report  to  the  next  Conference.  Amendment  II  was  lost.  It  was 
moved  and  carried  that  the  Committee  shall  send  due  notice  of 
its  resolutions  and  recommendations  to  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference before  their  report  shall  be  presented  to  the  Conference. 
Rabbi  Foster  wishes  his  vote  recorded  in  the  negative. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  would  like  to  say  before  we  adjourn,  first, 
for  the  information  of  the  members,  that  a  Religious  School 
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Exhibit  has  been  sent  here  and  that  some  of  the  individual 
schools  of  the  country,  such  as  Rodeph  Sholom,  of  Philadelphia, 
Shaare  Tov,  of  Minneapolis,  The  Temple  in  Cleveland,  have 
sent  objects  to  the  exhibit.  Also  the  exhibit  from  the  Synagogue 
and  School  Extension  of  U.  A.  H.  C.  and  other  exhibits  are  here. 
I  would  like  to  have  the  members  of  the  Conference  see  what  the 
exhibit  contains. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  APRIL.  16. 

Meeting  called  to  order  by  President  at  Oheb  Shalom  Con- 
gregation. 

Report  of  the  Religious  Education  Committee  was  presented 
by  Chairman,  Rabbi  Gries. 


REPORT  OF  THE  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis: 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Education  reports  with  great 
satisfaction  the  steadily  increasing  recognition  of  the  impor- 
tance of  systematic  and  organized  religious  instruction.  The  re- 
ligious education  of  the  child  has  always  been  esteemed  a  duty 
in  the  Jewish  home  and  by  the  Jewish  community.  Under  the 
changed  conditions  of  modern  life,  this  duty  has  not  been  ade- 
quately performed  by  the  parent  and  the  home.  A  number  of 
years  ago,  the  statement  that  many  of  our  Jewish  children  were 
receiving  no  regular  religious  instruction,  was  met  with  indig- 
nant denial.  Now,  we  are  conscious  of  the  conditions  as  they 
actually  exist.  There  is  a  new  zeal  with  regard  to  the  hosts  of 
children  not  now  enrolled  in  our  congregational  or  communal 
schools.  In  harmony  with  our  honored  history  and  the  tradi- 
tional Jewish  loyalty  to  religious  education,  every  Jewish  organ- 
ization is  making  religious  education  a  part  of  its  program. 
There  has  been  a  marked  advance  in  zeal  and  in  spirit,  but  we 
are  very  far  from  an  adequate  solution  of  our  problem. 
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Only  energetic  utilization  of  the  enthusiasm,  and  wise  direc- 
tion of  the  zeal,  and  cordial  co-operation  of  various  organiza- 
tions, national  in  scope,  will  make  it  possible  for  us  to  offer 
Jewish  education  to  every  Jewish  child  in  every  village  and  city, 
in  every  State  and  Territory  throughout  the  nation. 

Which  city  and  which  State  will  lead  and  show  the  way  by 
reaching  every  Jewish  child  within  its  province? 

We,  as  a  Conference,  and  as  individuals,  are  ready  to  co- 
operate enthusiastically  with  whatever  organizations  may  be 
best  prepared  and  most  adequately  equipped  and  ready  to  do 
successfully  any  part  of  this  work. 

We  have  welcomed  the  establishment  of  the  Teachers'  Col- 
leges, and  hope  a  cordial  welcome  awaits  their  first  classes  to  be 
graduated  this  year.  We  rejoice  in  the  successful  inauguration 
of  the  Correspondence  School,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Jewish 
Chautauqua  Society,  and  we  view  with  hopeful  interest  the 
steady  development  of  the  State  and  Local  Teachers '  Associa- 
tions. All  of  them  indicate  the  growing  recognition  of  the  im- 
portance of  religious  education. 

Xever  before  has  there  been  so  wide-spread  and  universal  an 
emphasis  of  the  need  for  religious  education.  We  rejoice  that 
the  Conference  has  been  privileged  to  play  its  full  part  in  the , 
creation  of  this  public  sentiment.  It  is  very  important  that  we 
kii<»w  more  definitely  what  our  schools  are  achieving  and  what 
they  have  failed  to  achieve;  that  we  have  information  and  data 
as  definite  as  possible  as  to  the  number  of  Jewish  children  in 
our  schools,  and  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  wrho  are 
out  of  our  religious  schools.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  recom- 
mends  (I)  the  taking  of  a  Census  of  the  number  of  Jewish  chil- 
dren of  school  age :  with  the  request  for  the  presentation  of  a 
report  as  complete  as  possible  at  the  next  Conference. 

Inquiries  are  constant  for  information  concerning  books 
suitable  for  a  Jewish  Religious  School  Library,  and  likewise  for 
supplemental  reading  by  Jewish  pupils  and  teachers.  Your 
Committee,  therefore,  recommends  (IT)  the  preparation  of  a  Re- 
ligious School  Library  Catalogue. 

There  have  been  repeated  requests  for  information  concern- 
ing the  Conference  exhibit.  It  has  been  on  display  at  the  an- 
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nual  Conferences,  and  during  tills  past  year  was  loaned  to  the 
Council  of  Jewish  Women,  for  the  Triennial  Meeting  held  in 
Philadelphia  the  beginning  of  December;  and  also  to  the  Con- 
ference of  Jewish  Sabbath  School  Teachers  of  Arkansas,  for  its 
session  held  at  Pine  Bluff,  at  the  end  of  December,  1911.  For 
the  help  of  the  individual  Rabbis  and  schools,  throughout  the 
country,  a  Descriptive  List  of  the  Exhibit  should  be  published. 

Thus  far,  very  little  money  has  been  spent  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  any  part  of  the  exhibit.  The  books  have  been  donated 
by  the  various  publishers,  most  of  them  by  the  Bloch  Publish- 
ing Company.  If  the  exhibit  is  to  fulfill  its  purpose,  it  should 
be  steadily  developed  and  enlarged  until  it  includes  every  book 
intended  for  the  Jewish  pupil  and  teacher ;  a  complete  collection 
of  the  best  pupils'  work  now  done  in  our  schools;  also  models 
of  Jewish  ceremonial  objects;  and  material,,  pictures,  post  cards, 
also  lantern  slides  which  would  be  of  value  to  the  Jewish  School. 
It  has  proved  exceedingly  difficult  to  develop  the  exhibit  with- 
out money,  and  without  the  help  of  an  office  secretary,  during 
the  very  short  working  year  of  the  Conference.  Your  Commit- 
tee therefore  recommends  (III)  that  the  exhibit  be  transferred  to 
the  Department  of  Synagogue  and  School  Extension  of  the  Union 
of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  and  that,  if  possible,  a  per- 
manent Exhibit  Room  shall  be  made  available  in  the  new 
Hebrew  Union  College  Library  building,  in  order  that  the  Re- 
ligious School  Exhibit  shall  be  readily  accessible  to  the  future 
teachers  and  Rabbis  of  congregations;  the  exhibit,  or  parts 
thereof,  to  be  loaned  as  heretofore. 

In  accordance  with  the  agreement  made  by  last  year's  Con- 
ference, upon  the  recommendation  of  your  Text  Book  Commis- 
sion, the  President  of  the  Conference  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Religious  Education  Committee  were  appointed  members  of  the 
Board  of  Editors,  under  the  Department  of  Synagogue  and 
School  Extension  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congrega- 
tions. The  Board  of  Editors  are  planning  a  proper  curriculum 
for  Jewish  schools,  and  the  publication  of  a  comprehensive  series 
of  text-books. 

Your  committee  reports,  that  Messrs.  Funk  &  Wagnalls,  pub- 
lishers of  the  Jewish  Encyclopedia,  have  consented  to  reprint 
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the  .Jewish  Encyclopedia  illustrations,  in  selected  series,  illus- 
trative of  Jewish  life  and  Jewish  history.  The  pictures  are  to 
be  sold  at  a  nominal  cost  and  are  to  be  uniform  in  style  with  the 
well-known  Perry  pictures. 

In  order  that  the  work  of  taking  the  census,  and  of  the 
preparation  of  the  Jewish  School  Library  Catalogue,  be  not  fur- 
ther postponed,  your  Committee  recommends  (IV)  that  the 
President  be  empowered  to  make  immediate  appointment  of 
special  committees  to  do  this  work  and  to  report  at  the  next 
Conference. 

Many  valuable  suggestions  for  future  papers,  discussions, 
and  for  practical  work  in  the  sphere  of  religious  education,  have 
been  sent  to  the  Chairman  by  the  members  of  the  Religious  Edu- 
cation Committee,  hut  too  late  for  use  at  this  Conference. 

The  value  of  the  Committee  and  of  Religious  Education  Day 
would  be  tiTently  enhanced  by  a  freer  and  franker  expression  of 
our  needs,  and  by  the  more  earnest  co-operation  of  all  toward 
the  success  of  each  year's  program,  and  toward  the  development 
of  more  widespread  and  more  efficient  religious  education.  Our 
duty  will  not  have  been  performed  until  we  shall  be  able  to  offer 
a  good  teacher,  with  good  text-books  and  interesting  material  to 
every  Jewish  child  throughout  the  land. 

Rabbi  Schulman  —  In  accordance  with  custom,  I  shall  ask  the 
Vice-President,  who  is  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  to  preside. 

Rabbi  Grics — I  would  prefer  not,  as  my  report  contains  some 
recommendations  about  which  I  would  like  to  speak. 

Rabbi  Schulman  —  Then  we  will  proceed  with  these  recom- 
mendations seriatim. 

Recommendation  I  was  read. 

Voice  —  Is  it  intended  to  cover  the  entire  country? 

Rabbi  Gries—If  possible. 

Voice — There  are  other  agencies  at  work;  I  believe  some  of 
the  newly  organized  Kehillah  movements  are  undertaking  it. 

Rabbi  Schulmau — If  they  are  going  to  do  it  throughout  the 
country,  I  shall  be  glad  to  appoint  a  committee  to  co-operate. 

A  Voice — They  are  only  local.  Mr.  Chairman. 

Rabbi  Schulman— The  motion  before  the  House  is  to  adopt 
that  recommendation  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  to  the 
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taking  of  a  census  of  the  Jewish  children  of  the  religious-school 
age  in  the  country  as  far  as  possible. 

Rabbi  Berkowitz — I  would  like  to  inquire  whether  the  Com- 
mittee has  any  definite  plan  as  to  ways  and  means  of  getting  at 
the  conditions  and  a  method  of  carrying  out  this  immense  enter- 
prise. 

Rabbi  (rfi(s — As  the  Resolution  is  worded,  the  thought  is 
that  the  1'resident  of  the  Conference,  if  authorized,  will  appoint 
a  Special  Committee  who  will  undertake  this.  It  may  be  he  will 
appoint  members  of  the  present  Religious  Educational  Committee 
but  the  thought  of  the  Religious  Committee  was  that  we  do  not 
wish  to  await  the  appointment  of  that  Committee  and  its  organ- 
ization for  doing  this  work  because  of  possible  delay.  I  do  not 
regard  the  proposition  as  nearly  so  tremendous  an  undertaking 
as  most  of  our  men  seem  to  think  it  is.  Of  course,  if  we  en- 
deavored to  get  absolutely  accurate  statements  from  the  entire 
country,  it  would  be  a  tremendous  proposition ;  but  my  present 
thought  is  that  we  should  begin  with  the  Rabbis  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  and  get  the  situation  as  it  exists  in  their 
communities,  and  perhaps  organize  it  in  that  way  for  the  States 
in  which  our  men  live,  and  the  plan  I  have  in  mind  involves  no 
expense.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  census  we  have  been 
taking  with  regard  to  the  years  11)03-1904  in  Cleveland,  inclu- 
sive of  the  years  1911  and  1912,  comparative  statement  of  the 
census  in  the  established  Jewish  neighborhood  taken  from  the 
information  secured  from  the  public  school.  Of  course,  we  do 
not  urge  upon  the  schools  to  make  a  distinction  between  the 
children,  but  the  teachers  and  principals  know  very  well  how 
many  Jewish  children  they  have.  It  is  interesting  to  gather 
the  statistics  of  Jewish  children  in  the  public  schools,  for  they 
show  the  drift  of  Jewish  population  in  our  cities.  This  is  not  a 
complete  statement  but  this  is  a  statement  of  every  public 
school  in  the  well-established  Jewish  neighborhood,  and  it  is  on 
this  basis  we  know  we  have  so  many  children  of  school  age  in 
the  ordinary  primary  and  grammar  schools. 

Rabbi  KoMcr — Through  what  instrumentality  do  you  get 
the  data  as  to  the  Jewish  children  ' 

Rabbi  Grics — It  is  a  very  simple  process.    One  of  our  settle- 
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ment  workers  communicated  with  the  principals  of  the  schools 
and  asked  them  to  take  special  note  around  New  Year  and  Yom 
Kippur  as  to  the  Jewish  children  who  are  absent,  and  then  im- 
mediately following1  that  we  sent  them  a  postal  card  and  it  was 
arranged  so  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  insert  the  num- 
ber. There  is  always  a  possible  element  of  error,  but  it  is  clear 
enough  to  indicate  that  we  have  a  number  of  Jewish  children 
beyond  the  school  age,  and  we  know  so  many  are  in  school  and 
so  many  are  out;  and  I  think  in  almost  every  community  we 
could  do  the  same  thing,  but  it  is  easier  in  small  communities 
than  in  large  cities.  I  am  simply  stating,  in  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion, that  this  is  the  plan  we  have  found  quite  useful,  and  it 
would  not  be  an  undertaking  of  great  cost  for  most  of  us;  the 
Committee  would  have  to  decide  upon  its  own  plan. 

Rabbi  Schulmaii  —  Do  you  provide  for  the  machinery.7 

Rabbi  Gnes—Yes,  in  another  motion  it  asks  that  the  Presi- 
dent appoint  the  Committee. 

Rabbi  Schitlnuui — What  do  you  call  children  of  school  age? 

Rabbi  Gries  This  says  Jewish  children  of  school  age,  and 
that  means  children  who  go  to  the  grammar  schools  and  high 
schools. 

Rabbi  Kohler—At  first  when  I  asked  the  question  through 
what  instrumentality  he  would  get  the  data  I  felt  that  it  was 
not  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  our  public  schools  to  dis- 
criminate, and  therefore  to  ask  the  principal  of  a  school  how 
many  Jewish  chidren  there  were  would  not  be  exactly  duly 
American ;  but  when  the  answer  was  given  I  felt  it  was  correct 
and  legitimate.  "\Ve  want  our  Jewish  children  to  observe  the 
Jewish  Holidays,  and  therefore  I  would  suggest  that  such  a  cen- 
sus should  be  taken  with  the  view  of  having  the  children  ob- 
serve our  Jewish  Holidays;  then,  you  see,  it  is  made  more  legiti- 
mate. I  only  wanted  to  find  out  how  you  could  get  a  census  un- 
less you  infringed  upon  a  principle. 

Xext  recommendation  read. 

Rabbi  tfih-cnnan — I  would  like  to  see  whether  the  Committee 
cannot  find  it  feasible  to  place  a  duplicate  of  this  exhibit  in  Xew 
York.  Nearly  all  the  Rabbis  of  the  country  go  to  New  York  at 
some  time,  and  it  would  be  more  valuable  in  New  York  than  in 
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Cincinnati.  I  think  room  could  be  found  in  the  new  public 
library  building  or  at  our  Temple,  or  may  be  at  some  other 
temple. 

Rabbi  Schulman— Maybe,  at  my  Temple,  too. 

Rabbi  Philipson — Now  I  should  like  to  offer  this  amendment, 
and  I  hope  the  Chairman  will  accept  it,  because  in  order  to  get 
that  room  at  the  Hebrew  Union  College  building  you  must  get 
it  from  the  authorities,  and  they  have  splendid  space  in  the  new 
buildings. 

Rabbi  Schulman—Do  you  think   it  better  that  we  should 
make  that  request  or  that  the  department  of  Synagogue  Ext  en 
sion  should  make  it  ? 

Rabbi  Philipson — I  think  it  better  that  we  should  make  it: 
if  it  comes  from  this  organization,  it  comes  from  a  sister  organi- 
zation, and  I  think  it  will  come  with  greater  force. 

Rabbi  Stolz — I  think  you  might  omit  the  word  library,  be- 
cause it  might  be  possible  to  get  it  in  the  Administration  build- 
ing. 

A  Voice — Might  I  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  amendment  ? 
Of  course,  in  New  York,  I  know  they  have  already  a  better  Kx- 
hibit  than  we  have,  because  Bloeh  &  Company  have  in  their 
headquarters  a  better  exhibit  of  material  than  we  have,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  have  it  in  New  York  except  on  the 
side  of  the  pupils'  work.  I  should  like  to  say,  as  to  that  side, 
difficulty  has  been  found  in  getting  pupils'  work  to  form  a  col- 
lection of  pictures,  post  cards,  slides,  and  other  material,  that 
are  of  interest  to  our  schools  but  in  which  Bloch  &  Company  do 
not  seem  to  be  interested.  It  would  be  in  Bloch 's  own  interest 
for  he  would  sell  the  material.  Of  course,  if  we  are  transferring 
the  exhibit,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  new  department  to  deal  with  it. 

Rabbi  Silverman — I  would  recommend  that  a  second  edition 
of  this  exhibit  be  provided  for  in  New  York  City,  a  duplicate, 
and  that  the  Eastern  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  find 
the  way,  or  the  Executive  Committee  itself  find  the  way. 

Rabbi  Gries — We  are  giving  away  our  own  exhibit  because 
we  have  not  had  the  money.  I  have  not  been  willing  to  spend 
the  money  for  this  because  of  the  limited  money  at  our  disposal. 
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L  do  not  think  I  have  spent  ten  dollars,  in  the  course  of  collect- 
ing this  exhibit,  in  three  years. 

Rabbi  tiili't  nnan—  If  the  Conference  does  not  want  to  give 
money  for  it,  I  think  I  can  get  it  elsewhere. 

Rabbi  S  chid  man— Rabbi  Gries  has  been  chairman  of  this 
Committee  for  a  number  of  years,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  manage 
in  some  way  so  that  we  will  get  that  exhibit  in  New  York  City. 

Rabbi  Gries— If  through  a  motion  the  Conference  expresses 
the  desirability  of  having  this  exhibit  at  some  central  point  in 
Xew  York,  "and  the  means  are  provided/'  you  will  get  the  ex- 
hibit. 

Rabbi  Philipson—It  would  be  ungracious  not  to  place  a  du- 
plicate in  Xew  York,  but  it  seems  to  my  mind  that  we  ought  to 
have  a  permanent  place  for  this  exhibit,  and  the  duplicate  must 
be  provided  for  by  this  Conference;  the  object  is  to  have  this  as 
a  permanent  exhibit  in  the  home  of  the  Hebrew  Union  College, 
with  which  we  have  been  co-operating.  I  do  not  want  to  vote 
against  Rabbi  Silverman's  amendment:  I  hope  he  will  withdraw 
the  amendment,  because  I  am  sure,  when  the  time  conies  that  it 
is  needed  in  Xew  York,  there  will  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  Executive  Committee:  but  I  believe  the  whole  object  was  to 
have  this  exhibit  permanently  in  one  place. 

Rabbi  tiilv(rnian — I  will  accept  the  Chairman's  amendment, 
that  the  Committee  express  the  desirability  of  having  duplicates 
in  all  large  centers  and  are  willing  to  co-operate  to  carry  out 
that  expression  of  opinion. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  some  of  the 
things  that  are  contained  in  the  exhibit;  firstly,  most  of  the 
books  that  are  available  for  use  in  our  Jewish  schools  in  this 
country,  those  books  that  are  regularly  offered  for  sale.  In  ad- 
dition, there  is  a  number  of  books  used  in  some  of  the  large 
schools  where  the  books  have  been  prepared  for  the  special  use 
of  those  congregations,  and  there  is  some  material  of  various 
other  sorts;  there  are  two  exhibits  particularly  worthy  of  note, 
from  the  Rodeph  Shalom  School  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Tem- 
ple of  Cleveland,  and  I  direct  your  attention  to  those  parts  of 
the  exhibit.  Dr.  Deinard  has  sent  some  charts  that  he  is  pre- 
paring in  series,  having  to  do  with  some  interesting  historical 
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records.  Some  of  the  schools,  1  am  glad  to  say.  scut  us  speci- 
mens of  the  individual  work  of  the  pupils;  there  is  splendid 
work  being  done  concerning  which  we  have  very  little  knowl- 
edge, and  I  think  the  members  of  the  Conference  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  learning  what  those  schools  arc  doing.  I 
might  also  call  attention  to  a  new  honor  certificate,  concerning 
which  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive  from  the  members  sugges- 
tions for  its  improvement.  In  our  school  in  Cleveland  we  give 
an  honor  certificate  at  the  close  of  the  year,  either  for  perfect 
attendance  or  excellence  in  studies.  This  year,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve the  monotony  of  certificates  in  the  home  where  children 
had  won  so  many,  year  after  year,  we  decided  to  make  a  new 
honor  certificate;  to  put  on  the  certificate  a  picture  representa- 
tive of  the  work  done  that  year,  for  instance,  the  first  year,  the 
work  being  concerned  with  the  early  stories,  examples  are  taken 
from  the  early  life  of  Israel,  the  picture  being  a  reproduction  of 
a  masterpiece,  and  so  one  through  the  school  year.  I  want  to 
call  attention  to  Funk  &  Wagnall  's  reproductions :  a  group  of 
Cleveland  School  teachers,  making  a  study  of  the  Jewish  En- 
cyclopedia, with  a  view  of  using  proper  illustrations,  have 
touched  upon  the  subject,  and  Funk  &  Wagnalls  have  agreed  to 
publish  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pictures,  and  we 
plan  to  group  them  in  series,  ten  or  a  dozen  illustrative  of  Jew- 
ish life  in  England,  a  dozen  illustrative  of  Jewish  life  in  Spain, 
and  so  on.  Funk  &  Wagnalls  are  very  much  interested,  and  sent 
us  a  letter  saying  that  they  will  do  what  they  can  to  carry  this 
thing  through.  I  want  to  call  your  attention,  in  that  connection, 
to  a  request  from  one  Southern  city  through  a  member  of  the 
Committee ;  it  urged  very  strongly  that  we  should  get  some  of 
the  post  cards  that  would  contain  pictures  of  this  very  type. 
Then,  with  the  collection  of  post  cards,  we  would  project  the 
post-card  picture  on  a  slide,  and  if  some  of  you  have  lantern 
slides  really  worth  while,  it  would  be  of  service  to  the  new  de- 
partment in  handling  that  information.  I  know  there  are 
many  lantern  slides  in  existence,  but  many  of  them  are  quite 
useless  for  teaching  Jewish  history,  and  we  ought  to  have  them 
gone  over  to  select  the  best  ones  and  make  the  scheme  valuable 
to  every  school  that  wants  it. 
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Rabbi  Bfi-kdirilz  —  1  simply  desire  to  add  some  additional  in- 
formation in  reference  to  the  available  material.  The  exhibit  in 
the  other  room,  besides  including  other  interesting  work.  ha>  a 
few  things  that  I  believe  have  never  been  presented.  One  of  the 
interesting  exhibits  referred  to  in  our  school  is  the  Bulletin 
Board,  which  may  be  very  helpful  in  imparting  a  great  deal  of 
information  to  the  entire  school;  our  teachers  have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  pride  in  the  preparation  of  bulletins,  as  for  instance,  for 
the  Passover:  and  also  you  will  find  one  exhibit  of  work  done  by 
individual  pupils.  One  of  our  pupils  took  a  great  deal  of  pains 
in  drawing  a  ground  plan  of  the  Temple,  and  others  had  made 
maps  illustrative  of  the  period  of  history  which  they  were 
studying.  I  also  wish  to  refer  back  to  the  action  of  the  Confer- 
ence last  summer  in  expressing  its  approval  of  undertaking  the 
work  of  helping  teachers,  and  I  am  pleased  to  notify  you  that 
the  plan  has  been  put  into  operation,  and  through  the  kind  gift 
of  Mr.  Schiff  of  $5,000  we  have  been  able  to  pay  the  initial  ex- 
penses and  are  raising  the  revenue  for  establishing  a  corres- 
pondence school.  The  work  is  in  the  hands  of  men  and  women 
who  have  been  engaged  practically  and  for  many  years,  in  di- 
rect contact  with  religious  schools.  This  is  distinctively  a  nor- 
mal course  for  teachers  carried  on  by  correspondence. 

Rabbi  Xilr<  rwan—I  just  want  to  present  an  item  or  a  fea- 
ture that  we  have  introduced  in  our  school,  the  publication  by 
children  of  the  school  of  a  paper,  the  children  contribute  the 
articles  themselves,  every  article  is  written  by  the  children 
themselves,  and  it  creates  a  surprising  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  children  in  things  historical,  religious,  and  theological;  and 
we  are  now  exchanging  with  those  congregations  that  have  a 
similar  paper. 

Rabbi  SchHlman  —  And  I  would  add  that  in  Rodeph  Shalom. 
in  Xew  York,  they  also  had  a  paper  for  a  time 

Rabbi  Hirschberg  —  We  are  about  to  adopt  this  report  as  a 
whole,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  if  we  have  any  committee  co- 
operating with  other  bodies  for  the  production  of  uniform  text 
books?  There  was  such  a  committee. 

Rabbi  Schulman—It  was  abolished. 

Rabbi  HirscJiberg—^e  decided  to  co-operate  with  the  Union 
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of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  in  the  production  of  text- 
books. I  should  like  to  know  if  there  is  on  hand  any  report 
from  our  representatives  on  that  co-operation;  is  there  such  a 
report  on  the  program  of  this  Convention,  or  is  it  on  the  table? 
Rabbi  Schulman—The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  referred 
incidentally  to  the  fact  that  he  and  the  President  of  the  Confer- 
ence were  appointed  a  part  of  that  Commission,  and  we  made 
some  contribution.  The  Chairman  can  tell  you  just  what  was 
done. 

Rabbi  Gries — The  report  simply  contained  this  allusion  in 
order  to  explain  what  happened  with  the  Text-book  Commis- 
sion's action  of  last  year. 

Rabbi  Philipson—I  can  answer  Rabbi  Heller.  I  am  not  a 
representative  of  the  Conference  on  that  Board,  but  I  can  state, 
for  the  information  of  Rabbi  Heller  and  others,  that  this  Board 
during  the  past  year  has  issued,  or  the  Union  has  issued,  a  book 
of  graded  lessons  and  another  series  of  lessons  on  the  period 
from  Saul  to  the  Exile. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  am  informed  then  that  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  Rabbi  Philipson  and  Rabbi  Gries.  Rabbi 
Gries  tells  us  that  this  Board  is  planning  a  series  of  text-books ; 
Rabbi  Philipson  tells  us  that  this  Board  has  issued  a  number  of 
text-books,  which  to  my  mind  are  two  different  things.  Which 
am  I  to  understand  to  be  the  fact? 

Rabbi  Philipson — The  one  is  a  fact  and  the  other  is  a  plan. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  must  admit,  whether  against  myself  or  not, 
that  the  matter  is  very  serious  to  me;  I  want  to  say  that  I  am 
not  clear  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  this  is  the  place  to  bring  this 
matter  up  for  discussion.  At  the  same  time  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  hardly  likely  to  be  another  place  for  it.  In  two  of  my 
messages  as  President  I  recommended  to  the  Central  Confer- 
ence of  American  Rabbis  that  steps  be  taken  for  some  co-opera- 
tion with  other  religious  bodies  of  this  country  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  series  of  uniform  text-books.  As  the  Union  of  Ameri- 
can Hebrew  Congregations  took  official  cognizance  of  this  act, 
and  asked  that  this  co-operation  be  taken  with  them,  the  matter 
was  resolved  upon  in  this  way,  that  we  accede  to  the  request  of 
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the  Union,  and  we  did.  and  resolved  to  send  to  its  Board  of 
Editors  representatives  of  our  own  such  as  the  Union  suggested, 
that  is,  if  i  am  mnvct.  the  Union  suggested  that  the  President 
of  our  Conference  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Religious  Education 
Committee  should  lie  a  part  of  their  Board  of  Editors.  AVell. 
you  see  this  muddle.  I  do  agree  with  Rabbi  Schulman  alto- 
gether, that  this  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance.  This 
Board  of  Editors  has  issued  under  its  plan  a  number  of  text- 
books and  is  planning  a  number  of  other  text-books.  These 
text-books  are  to  be  issued  as  the  creation  of  this  Board  of 
Editors;  and  we,  the  members  of  this  Central  Conference,  are 
to  accept  those  text-books  without  any  voice  as  to  their  fitness 
or  uufitness,  we  are  simply  to  accept  or  reject  them  as  we  see 
fit  after  they  have  been  issued. 

Rabbi  Gries— I  would  like  to  make  a  statement  on  behalf  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  Rabbi  Schulman  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Conference  and  myself  as  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee were  appointed  by  the  Union,  and,  as  far  as  I  understand 
the  relationship,  the  Text-book  Commission  of  the  Conference 
went  out  of  existence  absolutely,  and  this  is  simply  a  new  Board 
of  Editors  that  was  appointed.  Before  this  Board  of  Editors 
was  thus  created,  with  the  President  of  the  Conference  and  the 
other  representatives  as  a  part,  the  Board  of  Editors  of  the 
Union  already  had  begun  a  series  of  text-books  (certain  text- 
books in  manuscript  already  had  been  submitted  to  them),  and 
at  the  first  meeting  that  was  held  of  the  full  Board,  when  the 
President  of  the  Conference  and  your  Chairman  wrere  present  at 
the  session,  the  manuscripts  of  text-books  were  presented,  sev- 
eral of  which  Rabbi  Zrpin  said  they  vere  ready  to  adopt.  As 
far  as  we  were  concerned,  we  did  not  care  to  give  the  imprint 
and  approval  of  the  Conference  to  the  things  not  presented  to 
us  originally. 

Rabbi  Schulman  — I  think  Rabbi  Gries  has  stated  the  matter 
exactly.  The  Conference  accepted  the  invitation  of  that  body 
to  send  two  of  its  representatives,  its  President  ex-offieio  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  simply  to  represent  it  and  co-ope- 
rate with  other  elements  in  that  Board,  and  Rabbi  Gries  has 
given  our  relations  thus  far  with  that  Editorial  Board. 
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Rabbi  Heller— In  discussing  this  subject,  let  us  be  assured  it 
is  a  matter  of  importance.  What  is  involved,  as  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  is  something  which  forms  the  very  center 
and  core  of  the  matter.  The  question  is  whether  the  Confer- 
ence believes  that  we  decided  last  year  to  give  up  all  right 
to  examine  or  criticize  the  text-books  that  would  be  issued  by 
our  co-operation,  whether  the  only  right  we  reserved  to  our- 
selves was  to  take  those  books  or  to  leave  them,  or  whether,  as 
was  my  understanding,  we  entered  into  co-operation  with  them, 
sending  some  of  our  men  to  its  Board,  with  the  understanding 
that  this  Conference  would  still  have  a  voice  as  a  Conference 
through  a  majority  of  its  membership  before  the  publication  of 
such  books,  so  that  the  Conference  could  also  co-operate  with 
this  work. 

Rabbi  Gries — May  I  ask  you  to  read  the  action  of  the  Con- 
ference of  last  year,  at  page  94?  You  are  omitting  the  vital 
paragraph. 

Rabbi  Heller — Very  well,  I  will  read  that  paragraph  (read- 
ing). In  other  words,  the  paragraph  you  are  stressing  now  is 
the  one  which  says  that  we  welcome  this  Commission ;  in  other 
words,  we  approve  the  project,  we  like  the  plan. 

Rabbi  Schulman—In  the  one  * paragraph  there  was  a  verb 
in  the  imperfect — planned — the  Committee  planned,  it  attempt- 
ed to  do  something;  then  came  a  new  communication,  this  Com- 
mittee says  we  will  welcome  this,  and  that  the  Committee's  plan 
was  disposed  of. 

Rabbi  Heller— Now  I  wish  to  state  how  I  understood  or  mis- 
understood, whichever  it  may  be,  the  action  of  the  Conference 
last  year.  There  are  two  ways  of  co-operating.  There  is  one 
way,  which  we  have  with  the  Jewish  Publication  Society  in 
translating  the  Bible,  and  there  is  another  kind  of  co-operation, 
through  which  our  representatives  would,  with  other  men,  plan 
certain  text-books  as  our  representatives  have  done,  with  the 
books  on  Personal  Devotion  or  Private  Prayer,  and  that  is,  sub- 
mit the  manuscript  to  the  members  for  corrections  and  sugges- 
tions. Now  when  I  thought  that  was  the  plan  of  co-operation  so 
far  as  we  were  concerned,  I  did  not  think  so  from  any  purpose 
of  vanity,  but  because  my  desire  was  that  these  text-books 
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should  have  the  best  chance  for  universal  approval  at  least  upon 
a  large  scale. 

Rabbi  $cludnian  —  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Committee  inter- 
preted exactly  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  these  Resolutions. 
This  invitation  from  the  Union  for  us  to  co-operate  was  pre- 
sented and  was  accepted,  and  the  other  plan  was  disposed  of; 
the  Conference  was  asked  to  send  its  President  ex-officio  and  its 
Chairman  of  that  Committee  ex-officio. 

Rabbi  Philipson  —  1  want  to  ask  the  question:  Is  it  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Chair  that  this  matter  of  the  Text-book  Com- 
mission for  the  production  of  text-books  was  given  up  by  the 
Conference  last  year  ? 

Rabbi  Schiihnan—Yes. 

Rabbi  Philipson  —  Then,  if  so,  I  think  the  remarks  just  made 
are  not  to  the  point  at  all.  I  feel  if  we  were  to  wait  for  sug- 
gestions from  all  the  members  of  the  Conference,  we  would  wait 
a  very  long  time.  I  remember  distinctly  that  there  was  a  tele- 
gram inviting  the  Conference  to  participate  in  this  Board  of 
Editors  through  the  President  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
and  our  Conference  accepted  that,  and  it  has  passed  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Conference.  This  Board  is  working,  not  under  the 
Conference,  but  under  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Con- 
gregations. That  is  my  understanding. 

Rabbi  HeUcr  —  Do  I  understand  you  to  decide  that  I  was 
out  of  order  in  speaking  to  that  ? 

Rabbi  Sckulman—1  am  not  called  upon  to  make  that  ruling. 

Rabbi  Jf<  ll<  r  —  Do  you  mean  to  decide  that  my  bringing  this 
subject  up  at  this  time  was  departing  from  the  order  of  the 
day  ? 

Rabbi  Schulman  —  It  was  connected  with  the  general  question 
of  education. 

Rabbi  Heller  —  I  mean  when  1  opened  my  remarks.  Know- 
ing that  there  was  a  doubt  as  to  the  exact  propriety  of  my 
speaking  on  that  subject  at  that  time,  I  said  I  could  not  think 
of  any  other  time  ;  that  while  it  was  somewhat  doubtful  whether 
1  was  in  order,  I  could  not  see  when  1  would  be  in  order,  if  not 
then.  Xow  will  you  kindly  say  whether  1  was  in  order  or  not? 

Rabbi  Schulman—  It  has  been  our  custom  for  some  years  to 
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spend  probably  the  whole  afternoon  on  the  general  question  <>i 
Religious  Education,  and  on  that  ground  I  should  certainly  SM\ 
you  are  not  out  of  order. 

Rabbi  Heller — If  the  Conference  will  indulge  me  I  wish  to 
take  the  liberty  of  occupying  more  of  its  time,  because  as  I  !>< 
gan  by  stating  the  matter  is  of  importance  to  myself  as  a  me  in 
ber  of  this  Conference  who  has  the  welfare  of  the  Conference  ai 
heart— 

Rabbi  Gries  (interrupting) — We  have  before  us  the  pending- 
motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the   Committee   as  a  whole   as 
amended,  and  immediately  following  we  have  the  important  dis 
cussioii  of  Synagogal  Music  and  the  Hymn  Book  Report;  and  J 
am  sure  that  unless  Dr.  Heller  has  some  definite  motion  to  pre 
sent  now,  we  are  not  spending  the  time  of  the  Conference  to  the 
best  advantage,  because  we   would   leave  the  other  important 
work  still  before  us.     I  recognize  the  importance  of  your  inter- 
pretation, although  I  differ  from  what  you  have  stated ;  but  if 
you  have  a  motion  to  offer  you  should  talk  to  your  motion. 

Rabbi  Heller — And  I  shall   make  a  motion  on   the  subject 
What  I  wish  to  say,  preparatory  to  my  motion  is  this— 

Rabbi  Schulman  (interrupting) — One  minute,  please.  It  is 
now  four-thirty.  There  is  still  on  the  program  the  report  of  tin 
Hymnal  Committee  and  two  papers  to  be  read. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  wish  to  say  that  if  the  interpretation  of  th< 
President  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  correct,  which 
it  may  be,  then  I  was  absolutely  deceived  last  year  in  allowing 
that  interpretation  to  go  through  as  placed  upon  record  without 
making  the  fight  of  my  life  that  the  Conference  should  under- 
stand that  this  matter  of  uniform  text-books  was  going  out  of 
its  control,  and  I  should  have  appealed  to  the  Conference  not 
to  do  so.     I  do  want  a  voice  about  it  and  I  sympathize  with 
every  other  member  who  feels  as  I  do  and  wishes  to   have   ;; 
chance  to  bring  to  bear  the  benefit  of  his  experience  upon  this ; 
and  therefore  I  should  like  to  have  this  thing  definitely  and 
clearly  decided  by  the  Conference  and  to  have  it  declare  itself 
as  to  whether  it  wishes  the  type  of  co-operation  that  is  under 
stood  by  our  colleagues  as  having  been  accepted  by  the  Confer 
ence  last  year,  which  I  did  not  understand,  or  whether  it  wishes 
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to  insist  on  the  type  of  individual  co-operation  which  I  believe 
is  the  only  type  which  will  lead  to  uniform  text-books.  I  now 
move  that  we  add  to  the  report  of  the  Religious  Education  Com- 
mittee, before  we  adopt  it  as  a  whole,  a  clause  which  shall  say 
that  our  understanding  of  our  co-operation  with  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations,  through  our  representatives 
in  the  issuing  of  text-books,  is  that  those  text-books  should  be 
submitted  in  manuscript  to  every  member  of  the  Conference, 
before  they  are  published,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
have  the  endorsement  of  the  Conference. 

Rabbi  Silvcrman — Members  of  the  Conference,  I  think 
Brother  Heller  has  brought  up  a  very  important  point,  and  I 
am  glad  he  has  brought  it  up.  for  this  reason:  this  Conference 
was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  order  out  of  chaos  in 
American  Judaism;  that  was  the  intention  of  the  founders  of 
this  Conference,  to  do  away  with  all  diversity  in  American 
Judaism,  especially  in  Reform  Judaism,  and  we  began  the  re- 
moval of  diversity  of  opinion  and  of  practice  by  creating  the 
Union  Prayer  Book  and  by  work  on  the  Union  Hymnal,  and  we 
are  working  in  the  same  direction  with  the  Union  Hand  Book 
for  Ministers.  There  has  been  a  desire  on  the  part  of  members 
of  the  Conference  for  uniform  text-books;  now  you  cannot  get 
uniform  text-books  in  American  Judaism  without  the  approval 
of  the  leaders  of  American  Judaism ;  you  could  not  get  uniform 
prayer-books  without  the  approval  of  the  leaders  of  American 
Judaism,  and  the  leaders  in  the  religious  department  are  the 
Rabbis,  and  Dr.  Wise  understood  that,  and  we  all  understand 
it.  A  private  enterprise  can  never  succeed  in  foisting  this  upon 
the  whole  body  of  Judaism,  and  this  enterprise  has  now  under- 
taken the  work  from  this  standpoint;  a  purely  private  enter- 
prise, it  is  conducted  by  a  few  individuals,  no  matter  by  whom 
appointed,  who  have  independent  power. 

Rabbi  Gries—Do  you  consider  the  Union  a  private  enter- 
prise ? 

Rabbi  Silverman — No;  but  the  Union  is  not  writing  these 
text-books,  the  Committee  on  Synagogue  Extension  is  not  writ- 
ing these  text-books;  an  editorial  board  has  been  created;  that 
board  is  writing  the  text-books. 
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Rabbi  Philipson — No,  it  is  not. 

Rabbi  Silverman— That  Board  is  doing  the  editing;  it  is 
only  a  quibble  of  words.  I  do  not  question  the  ability  of  the 
Editorial  Board  at  all,  or  of  any  body  on  the  Board ;  we  would 
have  the  same  Editorial  Board;  it  is  only  a  question  of  prac- 
tice, not  of  personalities,  and  Rabbi  Heller  brought  up  the  ques- 
tion of  method  and  not  of  personality.  The  Board  is  going  to 
do  the  thing  probably  better,  but  it  is  a  question  of  method,  not 
of  the  Editorial  Board. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern—I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  do  not 
want  to  seem  discourteous  to  Rabbi  Silver-man,  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve he  is  speaking  to  the  subject.  The  subject  we  are  discuss- 
ing is  not  the  advisability  of  the  Conference  issuing  text-books 
itself,  but  a  question  of  the  interpretation  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  Conference  last  year. 

Rabbi  Sckulman—I  declare  that  Rabbi  Silverman  is  in  or- 
der. There  is  a  motion  before  the  Hbuse,  made  by  Rabbi  Heller, 
that  we  add  a  certain  clause  which  will  make  a  certain  condition 
in  the  acceptance  of  this  invitation. 

Rabbi  Silverman — The  intention  is  only  to  bring  the  re- 
sults of  this  Editorial  Board  under  the  auspices  of  the  Con- 
ference before  the  Conference  gives  to  it  its  endorsement,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  results  of  the  Editorial 
Board  but  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  results  of  the  Edito- 
rial Board  more  successful,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  re- 
sults of  this  Editorial  Board's  work  acceptable  to  every  minis- 
ter in  the  Conference,  and  hence  acceptable  to  at  least  two  hun- 
dred congregations  in  this  Union.  I  grant,  as  Rabbi  Philipson 
has  said,  that  it  may  take  a  longer  time  to  produce  the  results, 
under  the  methods  suggested  by  Rabbi  Heller,  but  we  have  been 
waiting  for  uniform  prayer-books  for  at  least  twenty-five  years ; 
let  us  take  one  or  two  or  five  years  longer  in  order  to  get  uni- 
form text-books  rather  than  do  the  matter  hurriedly  under  the 
system  proposed  by  the  Union  and  the  Synagogue  Extension, 
and  thus  prevent  the  acceptance  of  the  work  proposed  without 
the  co-operation  of  every  individual  member  of  this  Conference, 
because  that  method  would  prevent  us  from  accepting  the  book 
as  our  book  and  would  give  individual  members  of  the  Confer- 
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once  the  right,  the  privilege— nay,  would  give  them  the  inclina- 
tion— to  refuse  to  accept  the  book.  If  the  book  is  issued  in 
manuscript  and  sent  out  to  every  individual  member  of  the 
Conference,  you  know  what  the  result  will  be;  a  great  many 
members  of  the  Conference  will  accept  at  once  and  give  their 
approval;  some  will  find  a  few  objections;  the  objections  will 
be  referred  back,  and  recommendations  made  either  to  accept 
or  reject;  then  we  will  come  to  a  unanimous  or  a  nearly  unani- 
mous agreement  on  the  subject,  and  the  book  when  finally  en- 
dorsed by  the  Conference  will  go  out  to  all  members,  a  uniform 
text-book. 

A  Yoic'.—I  want  to  know  the  official  relation  of  this  Confer- 
•  •n<Mj  to  the  proposed  text-book  to  b^  published  by  the  Union. 

Rabbi  Schulman — It  is  this:  The  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations,  launching  the  work  of  publishing  text-books 
under  the  Department  of  Synagogue  and  School  Extension, 
created  a  Board  of  Editors,  and  to  this  Board  the  Conference 
of  American  Rabbis  was  invited  to  send  two  representatives; 
furthermore,  the  Union  designated  the  two  it  wanted  by  saying 
it  wanted  the  President  of  the  Conference  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Conference's  Religious  Education  Committee;  therefore,  our 
relation  is  just  this,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  we  are  on  the  Board 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  Union.  That  is  the  exact  status;  abso- 
lutely nothing  else. 

A  Voice— When  in  accepting  this  invitation,  did  you  accept 
it  as  President  of  the  Conference  or  as  an  individual  ? 

Rabbi  Schulman — I  accepted  it  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
struction read,  namely,  the  Conference  of  last  year  accepted  that 
invitation,  and  naturally  by  its  action  it  automatically  appoint- 
ed those  two  men  asked  for. 

.4.  Voice— Just  another  question:  Ought  your  acceptance  not 
have  been  authorized  by  the  Conference  itself? 

Rabbi  Schulman  — Of  course  it  was.  The  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted this  way.  There  was  a  recommendation  in  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  with  respect  to  the  Text-book  Commission;  there 
was  also  this  invitation  from  the  Union.  This  invitation  of  the 
Union  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  President's  Message, 
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as  is  often  done  with  matters  that  are  covered  partly  by  a  Com- 
mittee and  partly  by  the  President's  Message,  and  the  final  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  President's  Message  was  that  this  in- 
vitation of  the  Union  be  accepted,  that  our  plan  be  dropped; 
and,  of  course  it  was  accepted,  then  naturally  the  men  asked 
for  were  appointed. 

Rabbi  Philipson — The  rights  of  the  individual  members  of 
the  Conference  have  been  appealed  to  and  spoken  of,  and  un- 
doubtedly every  individual  man  is  much  moved  by  such  an  ap- 
peal; but  let  us  go  rather  slowly  before  we  are  carried  off  our 
feet.  I  care  very  little  about  the  interpretation  that  you  are 
going  to  make,  because  it  does  not  concern  me  personally  at  all. 
Strictly  speaking,  I  believe  that  this  whole  matter  is  out  of 
order  and  against  all  parliamentary  procedure.  You  are  prac- 
tically doing  this:  you  are  reconsidering  action  taken  by  the 
Conference  of  last  year.  I  question  whether  you  have  a  right 
to  reconsider  unless  you  make  a  motion  to  that  effect.  Now, 
gentlemen,  I  am  speaking  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  think  this 
is  out  of  order,  because  the  President  accepted  the  motion.  Last 
year,  at  the  St.  Paul  Conference,  the  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence knew  full  well  what  they  were  voting  on  and  how  they 
voted.  They  were  informed  by  their  Chairman  on  the  Religious 
Education  Committee  that  that  Committee  had  planned  to  issue 
a  series  of  text-books;  that  we  had  given  up  that  plan  because 
of  this  invitation  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congre- 
gations. 

Rabbi  Heller— When  were  we  ever  informed  that  we  had 
given  up  our  plan  or  anything  of  that  sort? 

A  Voice— "Let  the  President  say  whether  this  matter  is  out 
of  order  or  not. 

Rabbi  Heller— In  order  to  save  time  let  us  go  through  with 
the  formality  of  moving  to  reconsider. 

Rabbi  Silverman—JZvery  Conference  is  supreme  in  itself;  we 
do  not  have  to  reconsider  what  we  did  last  year. 

Rabbi  Schulman—I  decide  that  the  whole  matter  is  in  order. 

Rabbi  Stolz—I  would  like  to  know  definitely  the  constitution 
of  this  Editorial  Board,  how  many  are  on  it,  and  what  percent- 
age of  representation  have  we? 
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A  Voice—}  would  like  to  know  also  how  it  will  be  known 
that  the  President  and  Chairman  have  engaged  in  the  work. 

Rabbi  Philipson  —  That  will  be  indicated. 

A  Voice— How  will  it  ; 

Rabbi  I'luU^on  —  By  some  preface.  The  Conference  last 
year,  at  St.  Paul,  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Union  to  co- 
operate with  it  in  this  work.  Let  us  be  careful  lest  we  be 
guilty  of  discourtesy  to  the  Union  in  thus  repudiating  the  work 
of  last  year.  Let  us  be  extremely  careful.  If  we  are  going  to 
take  any  such  action  this  year,  let  us  have  some  consideration 
for  this  other  organization  with  which  we  are  very  closely  affili- 
ated. This  is  a  great  financial  enterprise,  and  one  of  the  reasons 
why  we  were  led  to  give  up  our  plan  and  to  go  in  with  the  plan 
of  the  Union  was  because  that  organization  has  the  resources 
that  we  have  not.  Do  you  know  that  in  order  to  print  the  first 
edition  of  any  one  of  these  text-books,  with  the  illustrations,  it 
costs  $1,300?  That  was  one  reason  why  we  determined  to  co- 
operate with  the  Union,  and  I  say  that  if  we  adopted  the  plan 
of  the  Union  it  was  distinctly  understood  what  we  were  doing. 
In  this  matter  of  co-operation,  if  you  haven't  confidence  in  your 
representatives,  why  say  so,  and  then  go  on  and  do  the  work 
yourselves.  We  have  been  trying  to  do  this  work  for  years,  and 
we  have  done  nothing;  and  if  there  is  an  ambition  on  the  part 
of  the  Conference  to  publish  this  set  of  text-books,  why  we  will 
have  to  pay  the  piper,  but  I  do  not  feel  that  the  resources  of  the 
Conference  are  such  that  we  can  undertake  this  work.  Do  not 
let  us  go  hastily  in  this,  I  beg  of  you,  and  if  you  say  that  the 
interpretation  of  this  action  is  not  such  as  has  been  assumed 
during  the  past  year,  why  you  will  have  to  couple  with  that 
something  that  will  keep  us  from  being  accused  of  discourtesy 
to  the  other  organization.  But  remember  that  if  we  undertake 
the  work,  it  will  mean  all  this  money  which  we  have  now.  There 
is  an  Editorial  Board  of  seven.  Those  books  which  have  ap- 
peared during  the  past  year  were  contracted  for  before  the  Edi- 
torial Board  was  formed.  The  books  that  the  Editorial  Board 
will  contract  for  will  very  likely  have  a  prefatory  statement  that 
the  work  is  the  work  of  co-operation  between  the  Union  and 
Conference  and  the  Jewish  Chautauqua  Society:  those  three 
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bodies  have  entered  into  co-operation  in  this  work.  I  do  not  see 
how  you  are  going  to  do  it  otherwise.  Of  course,  if  you  say  that 
as  a  condition  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Central  Conference,  that 
we  demand  that  every  book  shall  be  sent  to  every  member  of  the 
Conference  and  shall  be  accepted  in  the  Conference  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Conference,  the  Union  ought  to  know  that,  and 
we  ought  to  send  a  communication  to  the  Union  that  we  cannot 
co-operate  in  this  plan  unless  these  conditions  are  carried  out. 
Then  it  will  remain  with  that  Board  either  to  grant  this  plan 
and  make  its  demands  of  the  Conference,  because  if  we  are  going 
to  determine  altogether  as  to  what  shall  be  published,  how  it 
shall  be,  etc.,  then  of  course  we  ought  to  join  with  the  Union 
in  the  expense  of  this  work. 

A  Voice — And  the  sharing  of  profits. 

Rabbi  Philipson — There  will  be  no  profits.  Rabbi  Zepin  will 
explain  about  the  expense  of  the  project;  he  is  the  financial  man. 
Therefore  I  say  that  these  points  are  involved,  that  if  this  mo- 
tion be  carried  it  will  mean  simply  this — the  repudiation  of  the 
agreement  with  the  Union.  Say  what  you  will,  that  was  the 
agreement  and  the  Conference  understood  perfectly  what  it  was 
doing,  because  it  was  stated  that  the  Text-book  Commission  had 
plans  to  issue  a  series  of  text-books  before  we  had  received  this 
communication  from  the  Union,  and  we  gave  up  our  individual 
plan  and  went  in  with  the  Union  on  their  invitation.  It  will 
mean  a  repudiation  of  that  plan;  there  should  also  be  made 
known  the  condition  under  which  we  will  co-operate  with  that 
Union ;  we  must  also  indicate  to  them  our  willingness  to  bea,r 
the  expense  of  this  enterprise,  and  then  it  will  rest  with  the 
Union  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  willing.  Now  do  not  let 
us  be  carried  away  by  any  hasty  action,  let  us  consider  well  what 
are  our  duties  and  our  obligations  to  the  Union  that  has  really 
begun  a  great  work  and  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  Confer- 
ence. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  rise  to  a  question  of  privilege  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  that  drafted  the  report  of  last  year  on  the  Text- 
Book  Commission,  and  as  Chairman  of  the  present  Committee  on 
Religious  Education,  T  ask  the  consent  of  the  House  to  speak. 
First  I  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Heller  if  the  motion  which  he  is 
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now  making  is  a  motion  to  reconsider.  He  made  a  motion  that 
it  be  the  sense  of  this  Conference  thus  and  so;  then  later,  in 
discussing  the  question,  you  said,  in  order  to  be  formal,  I  move 
to  reconsider. 

Rabbi  Heller—  Oh,  no,  1  moved  nothing,  1  was  not  on-  the 
floor,  i  recognize  how  exceedingly  technical  this  point  is,  but 
as  long  as  the  Chair  did  not  notice  me  and  did  not  recognize  me, 
it  is  as  if  it  had  not  existed. 

Rabbi  Gries—I  am  sorry  that  Rabbi  Heller  has  forgotten. 

Rabbi  iSchulman—You  have  thus  far  made  no  such  motion. 
The  chair,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  will  try  to  guide  the  Con- 
ference. 

Rabbi  Gries — The  motion  now  before  us  is  the  request  on  our 
part  to  the  Union  that  every  text-book  or  proposed  text-book 
shall  be  submitted  to  us  in  manuscript,  to  every  member  of  the 
Conference,  before  it  can  bear  the  imprint  of  the  Conference. 

Rabbi  Krauskopf—  There  was  a  decided  call  for  the  question 
a  little  while  ago  and  you  were  about  to  put  the  question  when 
the  speaker  arose  and  asked  to  have  the  floor  on  a  question  of 
privilege. 

Rabbi  Sckulman—He  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  and  the 
House  gave  it  to  him. 

Rabbi  Gries— The  report  of  last  year's  committee  on  text- 
book commission  was  approved  by  the  Chairman,  which  Chair- 
man I  happened  to  be,  after  due  consideration.  President  Hel- 
ler and  I  both  received  an  official  communication  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Union  with  reference  to  the  proposed  action  of  the 
Conference  concerning  the  text-book  question.  A  proposed  plan 
was  submitted  and  a  counter-plan  was  presented,  and  the  out- 
come was  the  surrender  of  the  plan  which  I  as  Chairman  had 
approved  and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a  new  plan,  to  accept 
the  invitation.  Let  me  read  you  this  (reading).  This  meant 
that  we  drop  the  Text-book  Commission  proposition,  that  we 
<lrnp  our  method  of  procedure  for  the  further  publication  of 
text-books,  that  we  accept  the  plan  and  program  of  the  Union 
as  proposed.  Any  action  counter  to  that  interpretation  is  not 
only  a  reconsideration  but  a  repudiation  of  that  agreement.  If 
Rabbi  Heller  believes,  and  the  members  believe  with  him,  that 
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the  Conference  is  not  receiving  from  the  Union  that  share  of 
recognition  that  we  are  entitled  to,  I  think  some  request  should 
be  expressed  on  the  part  of  this  Conference  that  the  Union  shall 
do  thus  and  so. 

Rabbi  Heller — I  am  perfectly  willing  to  make  my  motion  as- 
sume any  proper  form  that  you  desire,  to  accomplish  my  object. 
I  have  no  preference  whatsoever  for  one  way  or  another  way  of 
accomplishing  the  result.  If  you  feel  that  the  proper  way  to 
bring  this  about  is  by  addressing  such  a  request  to  the  Union  for 
a  change  in  the  agreement,  as  you  term  it,  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing that  my  motion  shall  be  modified  to  that  effect.  All  I  desire 
is  that  the  introduction  of  a  uniform  text-book  shall  be  brought 
about  by  any  honest  and  courteous  means. 

Rabbi  Gries—We  all  desire  a  practical  method,  a  method  that 
will  achieve  results.  If  there  was  a  mistake  on  our  part,  then 
let  us  add  to  any  statement  which  we  make  that  we  request  of 
the  Union  to  do  thus  and  thus,  but  do  not  let  us  attempt  to  re- 
pudiate the  agreement  when  we  have  accepted  a  courteous  offer 
on  the  part  of  the  Union. 

Rabbi  Schulman—The  motion  now  before  you  is  to  add  to 
the  report  a  clause  that  our  understanding  of  the  co-operation 
with  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  in  the  issu- 
ance of  school  text-books  is  that  the  pamphlets  be  submitted  in 
manuscript  form  to  every  member  of  the  Conference  for  con- 
sideration and  approval  before  final  action  in  the  publication  be 
taken  by  the  Union. 

Rabbi  Philipson— Does  Rabbi  Heller  mean  to  include  in  the 
motion  that,  besides  being  submitted  to  the  individual  members 
of  the  Conference,  the  text-book  must  be  voted  upon  and  adopted 
by  members  of  the  Conference  in  session,  or  that  it  shall  be 
adopted  by  the  Editorial  Board? 

Rabbi  Hirschberg — I  would  like  to  understand  that,  so  fhat 
we  should  not  commit  ourselves  one  way  or  another  to  something 
that  we  do  not  understand.  As  I  understand  Rabbi  Philipson, 
he  would  like  the  understanding  to  be  clear,  to  be  in  the  form 
of  a  contract. 

A  Voice— No,  not  the  form  of  a  contract. 

Rabbi  Philipson— Let  us  be  careful  to  put  into  this  motion 
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exactly  what  we  mean.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  remarks  on 
the  subject  that  it  was  denied  that  the  manuscripts  be  submitted 
to  every  member  of  the  Conference.  I  want  to  know  who  is  to 
be  the  final  arbiter,  the  Conference  or  the  Board  of  Editors,  in 
accepting  this  book  ? 

Rabbi  Heller— May  I  be  allowed  to  modify  the  form  in  con- 
sonance with  Rabbi  Gries,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
unreasonable  demands  ?  I  should  like,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Secretary,  to  change  this  so  that  it  be  rather  made  into  a  re- 
quest on  the  part  of  this  assembly  to  the  Union,  to  so  modify 
our  understanding  of  co-operation.  Let  the  Chairman  ask  the 
Convention  whether  it  will  permit  me  to  so  recast  the  motion 
that  I  have  made. 

A  Voice — This  is  out  of  order. 

Rabbi  Schulman—I  declare  you  out  of  order. 

A  Voice— Have  you  made  it  clear  that  it  will  cost  the  Union 
one  thousand  dollars  on  the  publication  of  each  book,  to  do  what 
3rou  ask? 

'  Rabbi  Aaron— I  think  the  Conference  is  ready  to  vote  upon 
this  question. 

Rabbi  Schulnian—The  Chair  wants  the  motion  properly 
formulated  so  that  there  will  be  no  misunderstanding  at  the  next 
annual  meeting. 

Rabbi  Heller— Mr.  Chairman,  complying  with  this  request,  I 
have  formulated  my  motion  as  follows:  This  Conference,  de- 
siring to  co-operate  with  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Con- 
gregations upon  a  plan  which  is  most  likely  to  facilitate  uniform- 
ity in  text-books,  requests  the  Board  of  Editors  to  submit  its 
proposed  text-books  to  the  Members  of  the  Conference  for  sug- 
gestions and  final  adoption  by  the  Conference. 

Rabbi  Schulman—Now  there  is  a  motion  before  the  House. 
Please  send  it  up. 

Rabbi  Heller— I  have  the  right  to  speak  upon  it, 

Rabbi  Schulman—A\l  right,  the  Chair  recognizes  you. 

Rabbi  Philipson  —  l  rise  to  offer  an  amendment.  I  know  that 
if  this  plan  suggested  by  the  mover  of  the  motion  is  adopted,  it 
will  delay  the  work  for  years.  I  therefore  move,  Mr.  President, 
as  an  amendment  to  this  motion,  that  the  Union  be  communi- 
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cated  with,  that  the  request  be  made  that  an  equal  representa- 
tion be  given  on  this  Board  to  the  Conference  with  any  other 
organization  which  may  be  on  this  Board,  and  furthermore  that 
the  Conference  be  privileged  to  elect  its  own  members  to  this 
Board.  That  will  make  it  a  real  representation. 

Rabbi  Heller— I  accept  the  amendment  and  will  embody  it 
in  my  motion. 

Rabbi  Philipson—No,  I  do  not  accept  your  motion;  I  offer 
it  as  a  substitute  motion. 

Rabbi  Heller— I  rise  to  a  question  of  personal  privilege.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  mover  of  the  substitute  had  the  right  to 
speak  for  the  substitute,  then  certainly  the  mover  of  the  original 
motion  has  a  right  to  speak  on  that  substitute. 

Rabbi  Philipson — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  mover  of 
the  original  motion  has  spoken  forty  minutes  to  his  motion.  I 
had  intended  to  say  that  this  co-operation  was  not  a  real  co- 
operation, I  took  the  liberty  of  saying  that  our  co-operation  with 
other  organizations  must  be  equal  co-operation,  not  only  in  num- 
bers, but  that  we  shall  choose  our  representatives  as  the  others 
choose  them,  and  not  have  them  chosen  for  us. 

Rabbi  Guttmacher — I  rise  to  a  point  of  information.  If  the 
original  motion  prevails,  but  its  provisions  be  not  accepted  by 
the  Union,  will  that  end  our  representation  on  the  Editorial 
Board? 

Rabbi  Schulman—I  cannot  speak  for  the  Union  and  cannot 
answer  that  question. 

Rabbi  Gries — It  does  not  cease. 

Rabbi  Jasin — How  are  we  going  to  get  this  representation? 
I  want  to  move  that  the  Executive  Board  be  empowered  to  ap- 
point these  representatives,  in  case  the  Union  accepts  our  propo- 
sition. 

Moved  and  carried  that  the  report  be  received  and  recom- 
mendations taken  up. 

Recommendation  I  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  II  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  III  was  amended  to  strike  out  "if  possible" 
and  insert  "appeal  to  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Hebrew  Union 
College  for  room  for  this  purpose."  Further  amended,  "Wher- 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OP  AMERICAN  RABBIS.  201 

ever  feasible  Conference  shall  provide  duplicates  of  Exhibit.'' 
Recommendation  IV.  First  amended  to  notify  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations  that  before  any  text-books 
should  be  issued,  the  manuscripts  of  same  should  be  submitted 
to  the  members  of  the  Conference  for  their  endorsement.  Sub- 
stitute offered  as  follows :  The  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Con- 
gregations shall  be  requested  to  give  to  the  Conference  an  equal 
representation  on  the  Editorial  Board,  that  Conference  be  privi- 
leged to  elect  its  own  members  on  the  Board,  and  that  the  Con- 
ference be  given  equal  representation  with  any  other  organiza- 
tion on  the  Editorial  Board.  Substitute  motion  carried.  Re- 
port was  adopted  as  amended.  It  was  further  moved  and  car- 
ried that  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to  appoint  the 
Conference  representatives  if  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations  approves  of  the  proposal. 


DISCUSSION      OX      PAPERS      OX      MARRIAGE      AND 

DIVORCE   ANNOUNCED    FOR   PRESENTATION   AT 

THE    BALTIMORE    COXFERENCE. 

Rabbi  Schulman—The  papers  on  Marriage  and  Divorce  have 
been  announced  on  our  public  program.  It  is  a  very  important 
question.  \Ve  have  the  papers,  one  on  the  historical  investiga- 
tion of  the  question  and  then  there  is  the  paper  on  the  modern 
problem.  These  papers  are  here,  but  their  authors  are  not  here. 
It  is  the  business  of  this  Conference  to  decide  what  to  do  with 
this  matter. 

Rabbi  Krauskopf — Priority  was  to  be  given  to  papers  whose 
authors  are  here,  as  was  decided  this  morning. 

Rabbi  Sckulman—Th&t  is  true,  but  as  we  are  approaching 
the  end  of  this  Conference,  it  is  our  business  to  take  some  action 
in  regard  to  these  papers. 

Rabbi  Stolz—I  now  move  that  the  Executive  Committee  be 
instructed  in  making  the  program  for  next  year  to  put  those 
subjects  upon  the  program  with  the  same  authors  that  have  been 
designated  for  this  year,  and  that  a  letter  of  explanation  be  sent 
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to  the  authors  explaining  why  this  action  has  been  taken.  Let 
them  rewrite  them,  if  they  care  to. 

Eablti  Lyons— I  would  like  to  offer  an  amendment,  that  in 
view  of  the  fact  of  the  large  amount  of  business  here  transacted, 
H  was  necessary  to  postpone  this,  so  that  it  will  not  appear  that 
this  was  done  through  any  lack  of  interest. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Synagogal  Music  was  presented 
by  the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Harry  H.  Mayer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SYNAGOGAL  MUSIC. 

GENTLEMEN:  Your  Committee  on  Synagogal  Music  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows: 

In  response  to  a  call  issued  by  the  Chairman  this  Committee 
met  in  New  York  City  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday,  January  22d,  of  this  year,  to  January  25th  inclusive, 
all  of  the  nine  members,  except  one,  being  present. 

At  this  meeting,  the  Chairman  submitted  in  typewritten 
manuscript  more  than  five  hundred  hymns  that  had  been  select- 
ed and  in  part  revised  by  him  out  of  nearly  ten  thousand  that 
had  been  critically  examined  by  him  during  a  period  extending 
over  three  years. 

The  hymns  selected  consisted  of : 

A.  One  hundred  and  seventy-six  hymns  by  Jewish  authors 
not  members  of  this  Conference. 

B.  One  hundred  and  sixty-two  hymns  by  non-Jewish  au- 
thors. 

C.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  hymns,  all  that  are  con- 
tained in  the  present  Union  Hymnal. 

D.  Hymns  by  members  of  this  Conference. 

Your  Chairman  distinguishes  between  A  and  D  for  the  rea- 
son that  he  denied  himself  the  right  to  reject  any  hymn  written 
by  a  member  of  the  Conference,  reserving  this  privilege  of  selec- 
tion only  in  the  case  of  hymns  by  non-members.  All  hymns 
were  submitted  to  the  Committee  anonymously,  that  the  merit  of 
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each  production  and  not  considerations  of  authorship  should 
decide  the  Committee's  vote  for  or  against  acceptance.  Only 
after  a  hymn  had  been  unanimously  accepted  was  the  name  of 
the  author  made  known  to  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

The  New  York  meeting  of  your  Committee  was  well  worth 
the  expense.  Prior  to  this  meeting,  the  Chairman  had  mailed 
fairly  complete  sets  of  hymns  to  most  of  h,is  Committee  and  had 
received  from  them  tabulated,  critical  estimates.  This  test 
proved  conclusively  that  a  meeting  of  the  entire  Committee  was 
necessary  to  discuss  the  entire  collection,  hymn  by  hymn  and 
word  for  word. 

The  result  of  the  Xew  York  meeting  was  a  collection  of  two 
hundred  and  sixteen  hymns  that  have  been  printed  as  manu- 
script in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Conference,  and 
which  are  herewith  submitted  to  yon.  A  few  of  these  have  been 
accepted  provisionally,  their  final  acceptance  depending  upon 
H  satisfactory  revision  being  made  by  members  of  the  Committee, 
who  are  now  working  on  this  problem.  "We  have  about  fifty  ad- 
ditional hymns  which  were  likewise  rated  as  good,  and  which 
we  are  holding  in  reserve  to  be  included  if  the  Conference 
should  favor  a  larger  book. 

Criticisms  of  the  material  submitted  are  invited.  Any  hymns 
against  which  valid  objections  are  expressed  will  be  revised  or 
omitted.  The  few  letters  so  far  received  have  been  commenda- 
tory and  have  criticized  only  minor  points  that  can  easily  be 
corrected.  We  have  not  tried  to  prepare  an  anthology  of  the 
best  religious  poetry.  A  hymn-book  must  be  judged  by  peda- 
gogical standards  as  much  as  by  literary  standards. 

There  are  several  new  pieces  in  the  collection  submitted  to 
you  which,  your  Chairman  confidently  maintains,  deserve  to  be 
called  "notable/7  The  morning  and  evening  hymns  (Xos.  27 
and  30),  written  for  us  by  Miss  Lilly  Weitzman,  of  London,  will 
bear  comparison  with  some  of  the  finest  evening  and  morning 
hymns  in  the  English  language. 

Her  evening  hymn  assuredly  cannot  be  sung  too  often. 

From  Miss  Weitzman,  we  have  also  Xo.  1.14,  a  splendid 
paraphrase  of  Psalm  51 ;  Xo.  90,  '  *  Into  thy  hands, ? '  and  Xo.  91, 
"Aspiration/'"  Xo.  143,  by  J.  Leonard  Levy,  is  a  stirring  com- 
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position  of  more  than  ordinary  merit  in  which  is  sounded  clearly 
a  call  to  arms. 

No.  139,  by  Judge  Max  Meyerhardt,  expresses  in  beautifully 
poetic  language  the  thought  that  the  Sh'ma  is  the  bond  of  union 
between  all  Jews. 

Mrs.  Alice  Lucas's  metrical  paraphrases  of  Psalms  preserve, 
to  an  extraordinary  degree,  the  spirit  and  phraseology  of  the 
original  Hebrew.  '  The  compositions  from  her  pen,  which  she 
and  her  publishers  have  graciously  permitted  us  to  print,  must 
certainly  be  regarded  as  notable  productions. 

Another  English  Jewess  to  whom  we  are  greatly  indebted  is 
Mrs.  Bertha  Maurice,  whose  hymns,  which  have  been  published 
nowhere  else,  have  been  purchased  by  us  at  a  nominal  price. 
Her  Sabbath  hymn,  No.  155,  of  our  collection  is  probably  not 
surpassed  by  anything  of  its  kind  in  the  English  language. 

Interesting  hymns  by  non- Jewish  authors,  that  will  be  found 
in  no  other  hymn-book,  are  No.  154,  by  John  Haynes  Holmes; 
No.  145,  by  Gilbert  K.  Chesterton;  No.  199,  a  marriage  reces- 
sional, by  Austin  Dobson  •  and  three  hymns  of  greater  vigor,  Nos. 
60,  62,  and  63  by  B.  M.  Bodley. 

In  Nos.  75,  we  have  F.  De  Sola  Mendes  rendering  of  the 
Adon  Olam.  Two  adaptations  of  the  Yigdal  are  given:  one  by 
J.  Leonard  Levy,  No.  76 ;  and  one  by  the  Rev.  Newton  Mann, 
No.  77.  Isaac  M.  Wise's  "Hear,  0  Israel,  Hear,"  No.  55,  may 
be  sung  to  a  new  arrangement  of  the  traditional  melody  of  the 
En  Kelohenu. 

A  good  New  Year  hymn  is  No.  171,  by  Joseph  Krauskopf. 
No.  43,  by  Joseph  Leiser,  for  the  close  of  divine  service ;  No.  150, 
by  William  Rosenau  (somewhat  changed)  are  valuable. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  Louis  Marshall's  dedication  hymn, 
No.  202;  Louis  Stern's  congregational  anniversary  hymns,  Nos. 

205  and  206;  his  patriotic  hymn,  No.  213,  and  Mrs.  Gkmlson's 
Yom  Kippur  hymn,  No.  176. 

Abram  S.  Isaacs  aptly  used  a  rabbinical  legend  in  No.  98. 
Biblical  in  thought  and  diction  is  No.  127,  by  former  United 
States  Secretary  of  State,  John  Hay. 

Israel  Zangwill  is  represented  by  three  translations  of 
Piyyutim,  all  of  them  put  into  such  fluent  English  as  to  betray 
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y  a  sign  of  their  foreign  derivation.  Especially  vigorous 
is  his  translation  of  Nagrela's  Yom  Kippur  hymn,  No.  178. 

The  limits  to  which  a  Committee  ieport  should  be  confined, 
restrain  your  Chairman  from  mentioning  other  excellent  num- 
bers. In  concluding  this  part  of  his  report,  he  takes  the  liberty 
of  citing  the  opinion  of  one,  who  is  undoubtedly  the  most  suc- 
cessful worker  among  us  in  the  Jewish  Hymnology,  Isaac  S. 
Moses,  of  New  York,  who  writes,  in  part,  as  follows : 

"I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  the  collection  of  proposed 
hymns  for  the  new  Union  Hymnal  has  given  me  hours  of  joy. 
Yesterday  afternoon  I  received  it,  and  I  have  read  it  every 
spare  moment  till  now,  Sunday  evening.  First  of  all,  I  rejoice 
over  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  new  poems  and  good 
translations.  Especially  glad  I  am  with  No.  177.  .  .  .  Whoever 
translated  it  deserves  the  thanks  of  every  friend  and  worker  of 
Jewish  liturgy.  Xos.  138  and  139  must  be  mentioned  as  very 
valuable  creations.  They  deserve  special  honor,  whoever  the 
author  may  be.  All  of  the  Yom  Kippur  hymns  are  masterly 
and  should  be  printed  in  the  much  needed  new  Union  Prayer 
Book,  Part  II.  I  congratulate  you  heartily  on  your  good,  great, 
and  meritorious  work."  Your  Chairman  would  add  that  the 
confidential  nature  of  part  of  his  communication  deters  him 
from  quoting  it  in  full. 

Your  Committee  would  regret  deeply  to  be  compelled  to  ar- 
gue and  plead  and  beg  for  an  ample  appropriation.  If  our  new 
book  is  to  be  a  credit  to  us,  its  production  will  mean  the  spend- 
ing of  a  generous  sum  of  money.  Xew  music  must  be  paid  for. 
Without  being  extravagant,  we  must  be  liberal:  otherwise  new 
music  of  a  worthy  character  will  be  unobtainable.  It  is  only 
fair  that  musicians  who  contribute  their  compositions  should 
be  paid  for  tlieir  work.  Not  a  few  composers  have  consented  to 
make  us  no  charges  for  their  melodies,  but  others  insist,  not  un- 
justly, that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  We  may  avoid  all 
expense  for  music  by  borrowing  from  existing  hymnals.  Such 
borrowed  melodies,  however,  when  not  lacking  in  distinctive^  sv. 
will  be  strongly  reminiscent  of  Christian  worship.  A  scrap-book 
of  musical  selections  will  not  meet  with  approval  from  compe- 
tent judges.  Your  Committee  would  not  be  willing  to  endorse 
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a  mere  compilation  suggesting  a  devotion  foreign  to  the  exult- 
ant yet  solemn  tone  of  Jewish  worship,  as  embodied  in  the  Re- 
form Jewish  ritual.  There  are,  of  course,  a  considerable  number 
of  tunes  in  Christian  hymnals  against  which  these  objections 
cannot  be  urged,  but  there  are  not  enough  of  them  to  furnish 
the  needful  number  of  melodies  in  a  book  intended  to  answer 
the  requirements  of  our  Jewish  worship.  Recognizing  these 
facts,  the  St.  Paul  meeting  of  our  Conference  recommended  to 
our  Executive  Committee  that  $1,000  be  set  aside  for  the  pur- 
chase of  new  music.  Your  Committee  recommend  : 

1.  That  this  Committee  be  authorized  to  hold  a  meeting  at 
the  earliest  possible  date  to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  music 
scores  submitted  to  them,  and  to  consider  the  criticisms,  emen- 
dations and  suggestions  of  the  hymn-texts  that  have  been  printed 
as  manuscript. 

2.  That  the  Executive  Board  be  instructed  to  allow  $250.00 
for  the  holding  of  this  meeting. 

3.  That  the  Publication  Committee,   acting  in   conjunction 
with  the  Committee  on  Synagogal  Music,  be  empowered  to  order 
the  publication  of  the  New  Union  Hymnal  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble date  after  the  editorial  work  shall  have  been  completed. 

4.  That  the  name  "Union  Hymnal"  be  changed  by  adding 
the  words  "for  Jewish  Worship,"  the  full  title  being,  "Union 
Hymnal  for  Jewish  Worship." 

5.  That  the  page  size  of  the  new  hymnal  be  8vo,  similar  to 
that  of  the  best  standard  congregational  hymnals. 

6.  That  a  time  be  set  aside  at  the  next  Conference,  when,  as 
this  year,  the  Union  Hymnal  and  others  matters  pertaining  to 
Synagogal  Music  be  made  the  special  order  of  business. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SYNAGOGAL  Mrsir. 

On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  its  recommendations 
taken  up  seriatim. 

Rabbi  Roseman — Before  we  discuss  these  recommendations, 
it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  be  enlightened  by  the  Chairman  of 
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the  Committee  on  this  one  point :  how  many  members  of  the 
Conference  <4iave,  to  his  knowledge,  examined  the  proofs  which 
«*ere  sent  out.  I  do  not  think  any  one  is  able  to  talk  on  these 
recommendations  unless  he  has  read  this  book  from  beginning  to 
end. 

Rabbi  Mayer— The  members  of  the  Conference  have  had 
three  weeks.  If  in  three  weeks  they  have  not  found  five  or  six 
hours  in  which  to  do  so,  I  do  not  think  that  they  will  find  the 
time.  To  my  knowledge  there  have  been  about  twenty  who  ex- 
amined these  hymns,  and  six  or  seven  letters  have  been  received 
by  me,  and  possibly  ten  or  fifteen  men  here  have  spoken  to  me. 

Rabbi  Rosenau—I  should  like  to  speak  in  general  terms  about 
this  proof  of  the  hymn  book,  and  probably  the  recommendations 
that  have  been  presented  may  be  taken  up  by  you  with  the  aid 
of  what  little  light  I  can  furnish  on  this  subject.  I  want  to  say 
that  while  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  has  not  heard  from 
me  direct,  I  have  taken  the  trouble  and  thought,  not  merely  of 
five  hours  but  probably  fifteen  hours  in  all,  to  examine  this  book. 
I  have  done  the  same  with  this  book  as  I  did  with  the  proof  of 
the  personal  prayer-book,  and  I  believe  the  Chairman  of  that 
Committee  will  be  ready  to  confess  that  probably  some  little 
help  has  been  received  from  me.  I  wish  to  say  that  in  the  ex- 
amination of  this  book  I  found  myself  confronted  by  a  number 
of  very  important  matters  that  need  to  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Committee.  Firstly,  there  are  in  this  book  a  number 
of  hymns  that  ought  not  to  be  incorporated  either  on  account  of 
the  peculiar  English  used  or  on  account  of  the  peculiar  thought, 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  foreign  entirely  to  the  thought  of  the 
synagogue.  I  took  the  liberty  of  presenting  this  copy  to  a 
stylist  in  English,  a  person  not  of  our  faith,  who  has  examined 
the  book  very  carefully  and  made  all  the  corrections  necessary 
and  at  the  same  time  has  suggested  certain  corrections  needed. 
I  personally  object  very  seriously  to  the  acceptance  of  this 
hymn-book,  or  even  to  voting  on  the  recommendations  suggested, 
until  every  member  of  the  Conference  shall  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  the  cor- 
rections which  he  may  think  proper.  I  have  here  in  my  hand, 
not  only  the  corrections  in  the  English,  but  also  a  critique  of 
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the  entire  book,  and  also  an  analysis  on  the  basis  of  Jewish 
thought.    I  wish  to  present  this  to  the  Chairman.    . 

Rabbi  Mayer— Let  me  ask  you,  Rabbi  Rosenau,  whether  you 
infer  from  the  report  that  there  is  any  intention  of  preventing 
the  fair  expressions  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  all  members  of  this 
Conference,  or  any  objection,  as  to  this  book  getting  the  benefit 
of  such  opinions ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  our  conduct  in 
this  matter  has  not  been  exactly  along  the  lines  that  you  have 
suggested. 

Rabbi  I.  S.  Moses— Vie  are  all  heartily  in  favor  of  the  work 
performed.  This  is  a  masterful  work.  We  are  getting  more 
hymn  users  every  year.  I  want  to  say  that  we  ought  to  act  in 
a  spirit  more  appreciative  of  the  work  of  the  Committee.  You 
do  not  know  what  it  means  to  put  together  a  collection  of  hymns ; 
you  do  not  know  the  agony  and  anguish  of  heart  that  you  go 
through.  What  I  advise  is  that  the  gentlemen  be  patient  in 
the  publication  of  this  book.  There- is  no  hurry  for  the  publica- 
tion of  music.  I  want  to  add  once  more  my  hearty  approval  of 
the  work  of  the  Committee,  and  especially  of  the  Chairman.  I 
want  to  congratulate  him  and  encourage  him. 

Rabbi  Berkowitz—To  expedite  the  work  of  the  Committee 
and  to  aid  in  the  excellent  work  done,  I  feel  that  it  is  necessary 
that  a  date  should  be  fixed  so  that  all  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference shall  know  that  by  such  and  such  a  date  they  must  have 
their  replies  in.  I  have  received  the  publication  and  I  went  over 
it  very  carefully. 

Rabbi  Mayer — The  1st  of  July  will  be  ample;  just  announce 
that  all  criticisms,  recommendations  and  suggestions  are  to  be 
received  until  July  1st. 

Rabbi  6rn'es— The  Chairman  accepts  the  suggestion  and  in- 
corporates in  the  Recommendation  the  idea  that  the  replies  must 
be  received  by  the  1st  of  July,  and  that  notice  be  given  to  all 
our  members. 

Rabbi  Jasin — Might  I  ask  that  that  be  changed  to  the  1st 
of  August,  because  that  would  give  the  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence a  little  more  time  to  make  suggestions? 

Recommendation  I  was  adopted  with  Amendment  that  mem- 
bers be  given  until  July  1,  1912,  to  send  in  criticisms  and  sug- 
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gestions  and  that  postal  notices  to  this  effect  be  sent  to  all  mem- 
bers. 

Recommendation  II  was  read. 

Rabbi  Mayer— Now  just  a  word  in  explanation  of  the  pur- 
port of  this  Recommendation.  At  the  Conference  last  year,  in 
St.  Paul,  the  recommendation  of  this  Committee  that  one  thou- 
sand dollars  be  allowed  was  made.  When  this  Recommendation 
came  before  the  Executive  Committee,  they  felt  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  get  the  entire  cost  of  a  hymnal  within  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  they  asked  your  Chairman  to  prepare  an 
estimate  of  expense,  if  possible,  within  that  limit.  He  prepared 
an  estimate  very  little  in  excess  of  that  limit,  but  the  Executive 
Committee  insisted  upon  the  limit.  He  stated  the  matter  to  his 
Committee,  and  by  cutting  out  one  item  we  were  able  to  keep 
within  the  one  thousand  dollars.  Now  one  thousand  dollars 
covers  everything  except  the  extra  meeting,  and  if  we  cannot 
hold  this  extra  meeting  our  work  will  be  stopped,  it  cannot  go 
on  at  all,  and  in  order  to  have  that  meeting  we  will  need  $250. 
I  cannot  possibly,  and  my  Committee  feels  that  it  cannot  possi- 
bly, get  out  a  hymnal  for  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  plus 
this  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  lor  the  meeting  in  New  York. 

Rabbi  Stolz — I  make  a  motion  that  it  be  a  sum  not  more  than 
$250. 

Rabbi  Mayer— I  will  tell  you  why  I  make  that  in  this  form; 
if  the  matter  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Com- 
mittee may  be  so  pressed  for  time  at  their  post-conference  meet- 
ing that  it  cannot  be  given  proper  consideration,  and  then  it  will 
have  to  go  over  until  next  October.  We  want  to  work  on  this 
during  the  summer,  when  we  are  not  busy  with  other  things. 

Rabbi  Guttmacher — In  view  of  the  fact  that  money  is  needed 
to  carry  out  the  plan,  and  the  Executive  Committee  has  appro- 
priated one  thousand  dollars,  I  move  that  we  allow  a  sum  not  to 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  additional. 

Recommendation  II  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  III  was  read. 

Rabbi  Schulman—~Does  the  Chairman  ask  for  the  power  to 
print  and  publish  this  book  during  the  ensuing  year  ?  This  is  a 
serious  matter.  There  are  many  members  of  the  Conference  ab- 
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sent  just  now  who  might  have  some  criticisms  to  make.  This  is 
the  last  time  we  will  have  an  opportunity  to  act  on  this  matter 
as  a  Conference.  You  want,  in  other  words,  after  you  have  re- 
ceived all  criticisms  and  passed  your  judgment  upon  them,  to  go 
to  work  and  close  this  thing  ? 

Rabbi  Mayer—  Exactly. 

Rabbi  Stolz — I  have  the  utmost  admiration  for  the  work,  but 
it  is  the  experience  of  this  Conference  that  no  book  be  printed 
by  it  that  is  not,  in  its  final  form,  submitted  to  them,  and  I 
personally  would  object  to  this  step  being  taken  with  this  Union 
Hymn  Book.  We  have  much  confidence  in  the  Committee,  but 
after  all  we  do  not  know  what  other  members  are  going  to 
suggest.  I  therefore  would  move  you,  Mr.  President,  that  after 
this  Committee  has  had  its  meeting,  it  present  to  us  in  manu- 
script its  final  decision,  and  that  manuscript  can  be  printed  in 
such  form  that  the  type  thereof  can  be  used. 

Rabbi  Mayer — But  is  the  expense  for  that  to  come  out  of  this 
one  thousand  dollars?  We  cannot  do  that. 

Rabbi  Cohen— We  have  been  waiting  long  enough,  and  have 
been  submitting  hymns  and  manuscripts  long  enough.  We  all 
know  very  well  what  the  sending  out  of  manuscript  to  the  mem- 
bers at  large  means.  Two  or  three  perhaps  will  be  interested 
and  they  will  communicate  with  the  Committee.  We  also  know 
what  passing  upon  a  literary  product  at  a  general  meeting 
means.  I  do  not  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  will  be  particularly 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  hymnal  by  delaying,  though 
we  would  increase  the  expense.  If  the  Conference  wishes  to  be 
perfectly  safe,  suppose  they  increase  that  Committee,  add  to  the 
committee  any  member  who  might  contribute  something  of 
value.  This  manuscript  is  in  the  hands  of  the  members  now. 
Let  them  send  in  all  their  revisions,  but  let  them  act. 

Rabbi  Morgenstern—Esibloi  Cohen  has  had  more  experience 
in  this  work  than  we  have.  I  "believe  it  will  not  be  inadvisable 
to  send  out  a  manuscript  not  only  of  the  text  but  also  of  the 
music.  It  is  true  that  the  Committee  will  employ  its  expert  to 
aid  in  the  selection  of  the  music,  but  while  a  majority  of  the 
Conference  may  not  themselves  be  musicians,  most  of  them  have 
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aide  organists  with  whom  they  could  take  up  the  question  of 
mush-,  and  who  also  could  pass  worthy  judgment  upon  that 
question.  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  the  book  could  be  set  up 
just  as  readily  in  its  final  form,  with  music  and  words  and 
manuscript,  and  then  be  sent  out  and  the  book  then  adopted  at 
the  next  Conference.  I  believe  that  the  expense  of  getting  the 
music  and  text  in  manuscript  form  in  this  way  will  be  no 
greater  than  to  get  out  a  new  manuscript  and  then  after  that  to 
have  the  whole  thing  set  over  with  music.  I  offer  that  as  a  sug- 
gestion . 

Rabbi  titcni  —  I  feel  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is 
very  important  and  it  is  very  near  to  my  heart.  A  word  on  my 
part  might  not  be  amiss.  I  admire  the  production  in  many  ways 
-in  speaking  of  the  production  as  a  whole.  In  the  first  place, 
I  believe  a  suggestion  has  been  made  that  this  hymnal  should  be 
printed  separately,  the  words  and  music  separately.  I  have  col- 
lected a  little  hymnal  for  the  use  of  my  congregation  which  we 
have  used  for  years.  I  feel  that  we  need  the  hymnal  and  we 
should  have  it  as  soon  as  we  can  get  it,  and  I  hope  the  gentle- 
men who  are  going  to  make  any  corrections  will  make  them  now. 
or  between  now  and  the  1st  of  July :  and  we  can  safely  trust  the 
work  to  the  Committee,  and  I  feel  that  after  due  consideration 
they  will  produce  a  hymnal  satisfactory  to  all. 

Rabbi  Gries—The  motion  before  us  is  that  the  Committee  be 
given  power  to  go  ahead  and  print,  and  the  motion  has  been 
amended  to  the  effect  that  after  criticisms  are  submitted  the 
Committee  shall  send  the  revised  text  to  the  members  of  the 
Conference  and  the  Conference  must  pass  upon  the  final  revision 
before  it  goes  to  press. 

Rabbi  Stolz— There  are  two  propositions  before  us.  The  com- 
mittee recommends  that  we  be  given  the  chance  to  hand  in  our 
corrections  between  now  and  the  1st  of  July.  After  we  have 
handed  in  our  corrections,  they  are  to  have  a  meeting  somewhere 
and  decide  finally  upon  our  recommendation,  and  then  print 
that  as  the  final  publication  of  this  Conference.  They  shall  have 
authority  to  say  everything  about  the  final  publication  of  the 
book.  I  would  recommend  that  they  hand  to  us  their  manu- 
script, or  that  it  be  presented  to  us  for1  some  action  as  to  the  pub- 
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lieation  of  the  book.  The  question  is,  who  shall  have  the  last 
word? 

Rabbi  Krauskopf—The  Conference,  by  all  odds. 

Rabbi  Mayer— I  think  the  gentlemen  misunderstood  the 
recommendation.  I  will  read  it  again. 

Rabbi  Ones— The  Chair  interprets  the  motion  to  mean,  when 
it  says  it  shall  have  power  to  order,  that  means  they  have  power 
to  publish  the  book;  the  Publication  Committee,  in  connection 
with  the  other  Committee,  have  the  power  according  to  this 
Resolution. 

Rabbi  Schidman—I  think  it  is  advisable  that  the  Conference 
reserve  the  right  to  say  a  final  word,  certainly  at  least  the  Execu- 
tive Committee;  and  I  am  in  favor  that  it  should  be  the  whole 
Conference. 

Rabbi  Gries—The  Chair  interprets  the  motion  to  mean  that 
if  this  motion  is  passed  it  means  with  power  to  publish  the  book 
without  any  further  reference  to  the  Conference.  The  amend- 
ment before  us  is  to  have  the  criticisms  sent  in,  and  that  the  re- 
vised form  of  book  be  resubmitted  to  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence for  approval  according  to  some  plan  approved  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee ;  if  there  be  no  objection  there  is  incorporated 
the  thought  according  to  the  plan  approved  by  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Rabbi  Mayer— I  accept  all  amendments.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  title  indicating  it  is  a  Jewish  book,  and  I  suppose  we  want 
something  to  indicate  that  it  is  a  Jewish  hymnal. 

Rabbi  Harris— I  move  the  adoption  of  the  name  Union 
Kymnal  for  Jewish  Worship. 

Rabbi  Gries— The  Chair  suggests  that,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  text  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Conference,  that  we  might 
very  well  pass  the  name,  or  use  it  as  a  provisional  title. 

Recommendation  III  amended  that  after  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee manuscripts  be  presented  to  Conference  in  form  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  Executive  Board.  Carried. 

Recommendation  IV  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  V  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  VI  referred  to  Executive  Board. 

Report  adopted  as  amended,  and  vote  of  thanks  extended  to 
Committee,  and  especially  the  Chairman  for  the  work. 
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WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  APRIL  17TH. 

Opening  Prayer  by  Rabbi  Charles  Freund.  Meeting  held  in 
Har  Sinai  Congregation.  In  the  absence  of  the  president,  Rabbi 
Gries.  Vice-President,  presided.  It  was  moved  and  carried  that 
the  reports  of  Committees  on  Responsa  and  Marriage  and  Di- 
vorce Laws  be  referred  to  next  year. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  read  by  the  Chair- 
man, Rabbi  David  Marx. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  C.  C.  A.  R. 

GENTLEMEN  :  Only  two  resolutions  were  submitted  to  your 
Committee  for  consideration.  They  are  attached  to  this  report. 

Resolution  I  is  referred  to  you  for  favorable  action. 

Resolution  II  your  committee  does  not  recommend  for  favor- 
able action. 

Respectfully  submitted . 

D.  MARX, 
R.  I.  COFFEE, 
B.  A.  ELZAS, 

W.  FlNESHRIBER, 

J.  FRIEDLANDER, 

S.    GOLDENSON, 

H.  H.  MAYER, 
M.  RAISIN, 
I.  RYPINS, 
A.  SPIEGEL, 
J.  FRANK, 
J.  H.  STOLZ. 

RESOLUTION  I.— Resolved  that  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis  recommend  to  the  Executive  Committee  that 
it  contribute  $100,  as  a  subvention  to  Professor  Caspar  Levias 
for  the  publication  of  his  Hebrew  Dictionary. 

HENRY  BERKOWITZ, 
MAX  HELLER, 
S.  N.  DEINARD, 
JOSEPH   STOLZ. 
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RESOLUTION  II.— Resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Confer- 
ence be  "instructed  to  send,  within  thirty  days  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  each  Convention,  a  full  report  to  the  chairman  of  each 

t<» 

standing  committee  of  the  discussions  and  decisions  relating  to 
the  work  of  such  committee. 

GEORGE  SOLOMON. 

Rabbi  Mayer— I  am  not  in  favor  of  giving  one  hundred  dol- 
lars in  this  way.  Professor  Levias's  work  may  be  all  that  I 
think  a  work  should  be  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  aid,  but  I  do 
not  think  we  should  act  hastily. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  find  your  name  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee. 

Rabbi  Mayer — Well,  110  it  was  without  my  knowledge. 

A  Voice — Our  Constitution  provides  that  all  such  recom- 
mendations must  first  be  submitted  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
While  I  am  in  favor  of  the  subvention,  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
the  matter  ought  to  come  before  the  Committee,  with  favorable 
instructions. 

Rabbi  Gries — Will  the  Committee  accept  the  suggestion  that 
this  matter  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  recommended  for  favor- 
able action. 

Rabbi  Harris— I  rise  to  a  point  of  information.  Will  this 
create  a  precedent  for  our  giving  such  aid  in  all  cases. 

Rabbi  Gries — No. 

Resolution  I  was  adopted. 

Resolution  II  was  read. 

Rabbi  Gries — I  may  say  that  the  Committee  does  not  favor 
this  because  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  had  a  great  deal  of 
correspondence,  and  he  found  such  recommendation  would  be 
simply  perfunctory;  it  is  inadvisable,  and  by  no  means  could 
you  carry  it  out  if  you  passed  it.  As  the  Chair  understands  the 
resolution  as  presented,  it  does  not  mean  that  it  interferes  with 
the  publication  of  the  Year  Book.  The  Resolution  is  before  you 
with  the  Report  of  the  Committee  unfavorable,  declaring  it 
should  not  be  adopted.  It  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee with  power  to  act. 

Resolution  II  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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Resolution  expressing  the  sympathy  of  the  Conference  with 
Rabbi  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Rubenstein  on  the  sickness  of  their  child 
was  passed. 

Rabbi  Philipson—I  wish  to  say  that  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference have  no  doubt  heard  with  a  great  deal  of  sorrow  that 
the  child  of  Rabbi  Rubenstein  was  suddenly  taken  ill  and  was 
operated  on  last  night  for  appendicitis.  I  therefore  wish  to 
express  to  the  Conference  our  sympathy  for  Rabbi  Rubenstein 
and  our  earnest  prayer  for  the  recovery  of  this  child. 

Rabbi  Ones — The  Secretary  will  be  instructed,  with  your 
approval,  to  send  such  a  communication  to  Rabbi  Rubenstein 
and  his  family. 

REPORT   OP   SPECIAL   COMMITTEE    OX   THE   RE- 
LIGIOUS WORK  IN  UNIVERSITIES. 

Report  was  presented  by  Chairman,  Rabbi  David  Philipson. 
(See  page  66.) 
To  the  President  an  el  Members  of  the  C.  C.  A.  R. 

GENTLEMEN:  Your  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  011  Religious  Work  in  Universities  begs 
to  report  that  we  concur  with  the  Committee  in  all  its  recom- 
mendations except  A. 

This  we  recommend  to  read  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  encouragement  of  all  or- 
ganizations in  Colleges  whose  purpose  is  the  fostering  of  the 
religious  spirit  among  Jewish  students. 

PHILIPSON, 

HELLER, 

BERKOWITZ, 

CALISCH, 

ZEPIN, 

ENELOW, 

KORNFELD. 

Rabbi  Kohler—I  wish  to  amend  so  that  it  reads  "With  a 
view  of  enhancing  the  religious  spirit  of  Judaism." 
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Rabbi  Gries— Might  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Conference  to 
the  fact  that  the  amendment  is  rather  unfortunately  worded ; 
we  do  not  want  to  enhance  the  religious  spirit  of  Judaism. 

Rabbi  Kohler—To  foster  it. 

Rabbi  Gries — Judaism  is  supposed  to  have  a  religious  spirit. 
Dr.  Kohler,  do  you  accept  the  revision  of  the  language  ? 

Rabbi  Jasin—I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  on  our  part  to  specify 
one  particular  society,  even  though  it  may  be  a  praiseworthy 
one ;  but  if  we  do  mention  it  by  name,  we  might  say  the  Menora 
or  other  similar  organizations.  It  might  be  best  if  we  cut  out 
the  name  Menora  entirely,  because  there  are  other  associations 
trying  to  do  as  good  work  as  the  Menora,  and  it  is  not  proper 
for  us  to  discriminate. 

Rabbi  Zepin — As  to  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  Menora 
members  in  Harvard,  it  is  anything  but  religious.  The  stu- 
dents at  Harvard  seem  to  regard  the  sending  of  lecturers  to 
them  by  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  as  a 
sort  of  interference,  and  they  write  us  indignant  letters  and 
tell  us,  "We  organized  our  society,  and  you  have  nothing  to 
do  with  us/7  so  let  us  make  this  recommendation  general.  Your 
recommendation  seems  to  imply  that  we  should  organize  such 
work.  The  Menora  will  not  allow  it.  That  is  a  semi-secret  so- 
ciety, and  they  organize  their  branches  all  over  the  United 
States.  I  think  if  we  could  make  something  out  of  it  it  would 
be  good,  but  they  will  not  permit  very  much  interference  in 
their  work.  We  ought  to  word  it,  "all  societies  that  will  fos- 
ter the  religious  spirit  should  be  encouraged/' 

Rabbi  Friedlander — I  tried  last  year  to  organize  the  Jewish 
student  body  of  the  University  of  California.  I  invited  them 
first  to  my  house,  then  to  my  Synagogue,  and  then  we  had  a 
meeting  in  the  University  and  they  appointed  a  Committee  to 
consult  the  President  of  the  University,  and  I  spoke  to  the  Pres- 
ident myself  regarding  it,  and  they  were  against  any  introduc- 
tion of  religion  for  fear  of  making  it  a  sectarian  organization. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  introduction  of  any  reference  to  the  re- 
ligious spirit  or  of  anything  that  is  of  a  religious  character, 
might  prevent  the  organization  of  some  student  bodies  in  the 
universities 
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Rabbi  Kohler—Then  we  do  not  want  them. 

Rabbi  FriecUander—The  social  meeting  of  Jewish  young  men 
and  young  women  is  also  a  great  aspect  of  the  work.  For  in- 
stance, I  found  in  the  University  of  California  about  a  hun- 
dred students,  men  and  women,  who  for  four  years  had  been 
around  the  same  campus  and  never  knew  one  another.  It  is 
a  good  idea  to  bring  together  the  Jewish  young  men  and  Jew- 
ish young  women;  perhaps  that  would  prevent  a  good  deal  of 
intermarriage. 

Rabbi  Heller— I  wish  to  endorse  what  Rabbi  Priedlander 
has  said.  We  do  not  want  to  the  narrow,  and  we  do  not  want 
to  seem  to  dictate ;  we  do  not  wish  to  say  that  the  Menora 
or  the  other  societies  should  be  exclusively  religious.  As  long 
as  we  pass  a  resolution  of  that  sort,  it  should  be  passed  first 
without  endorsing  or  advertising  any  one  particular  organiza- 
tion. We  do  not  want  to  say  that  the  religious  aim  is  the  only 
one  we  endorse.  We  can,  for  instance,  say  religious,  literary, 
and  social,  something  like  that.  Therefore,  do  not  let  us  make 
the  mistake,  first,  of  saying  only  Menora,  or  only  this  or  only 
that  particular  society;  and  let  us  not  say  only  religious. 

Rabbi  Franklin— I  rise  to  speak  against  the  adoption  of  the 
Resolution  altogether.  A  society  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan has  done  no  good  for  the  Jewish  cause  or  Jewish  students. 
The  University  of  Michigan  Menora  Society,  as  I  know  it,  is  in 
the  first  place  only  a  paper  society,  and  it  has  had  some 
"  smokers "  at  which  rather  unsavory  jokes  were  told,  and  so 
far  as  I  know  it  has  been  rather  antagonistic  to  the  Jewish 
spirit,  a  distinctly  Zionistic  society;  and  there  is  now  a  move- 
ment going  on,  fostered  by  the  University  of  Michigan  Society, 
to  build  a  chapter  house,  which  will  eventually  mean  a  Jewish 
fraternity  and  home.  I  rise  to  speak  against  the  Resolution 
altogether. 

Rabbi  Philipson  —  l  move  an  amendment.  Mr.  President 
and  Gentlemen.  T  take  it  that,  as  a  rabbinical  organization, 
it  is  our  business  to  emphasize  the  religious  side  of  the  work 
rather  than  the  literary  or  social  side.  I  agree  with  the  state- 
ment that  we  ought  not  to  single  out  any  one  society.  I  feel 
that  the  great  influence  of  this  organization  ought  always  to  be 
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cast  on  the  side  of  religion.  I  think  we  might  say  this,  that  we 
recommend  the  encouragement  of  all  organizations  in  colleges 
whose  purpose  is  the  fostering  of  the  religious  spirit  among 
Jewish  students. 

Rabbi  Friedlander—l  wish  to  make  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  and  that  is,  instead  of  saying  religious  spirit,  "to 
enhance  the  Jewish  spirit/' 

Rabbi  Kohler—l  withdraw  my  amendment  and  accept  Rabbi 
Philipson's. 

Rabbi  Calisch — If  the  discussion  is  through,  as  the  Chair- 
man of  the  original  Committee  I  want  to  say  first  that  this  dis- 
cussion has  brought  out  a  great  deal  more  than  the  question- 
naire brought  out;  the  members  seem  to  be  franker  here  than 
in  the  answers  to  the  letter  that  I  sent,  and  I  am  very  glad  this 
paragraph  did  bring  out  the  discussion,  and  I  want  to  say  that 
I  heartily  concur  in  the  amendments  of  various  gentlemen.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Committee — there  is  no  other  member  of  the 
Committee  here — I  will  have  to  accept  the  entire  responsibility; 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  Rabbi  Philipson's  amendment  in 
place  of  my  recommendation,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  prac- 
tically the  last  sentence  of  my  Recommendation. 

The  Recommendation  of  the  Special  Committee  was  adopted. 

The  other  Recommendations  were  read. 

A  Voice — There  are  also  lectures  that  are  being  established 
by  the  Hebrew  Union  College,  and  I  do  not  know  why  you  do 
not  include  that  matter  also. 

Rabbi  Gries — If  there  be  no  objection  the  addition  will  be 
permitted. 

Recommendations  designated  A,  B,  C  were  referred  to  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Recommendations  D  and  E  were  adopted. 

Report  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Following  Proposed  Amendments  to  Constitution  were  of- 
fered: 

A.  Resolved,  that  to  Art.  VI  of  the  Constitution  the  fol- 
lowing be  added  as  Sec.  4 : 
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• '  The  members  of  the  Executive  Board  be  elected  to  serve 
for  three  years.  In  order  to  introduce  this  system  as  soon  as 
this  amendment  is  incorporated  in  the  Constitution,  one-third 
of  the  incoming  Board  be  elected  for  one  year,  one-third  for 
two  years,  and  one- third  for  three  years.  And  after  that  all 
members  of  the  Board  be  elected  for  three  years." 

GEORGE  SOLOMON, 
MAX  C.  CCRRICK, 
CHARLES  S.  LEVI. 

B.  Further  amendment  to  Constitution,  Article  VI,  Sec.  4, 
and  supplementing  the  amendment  previously  offered  relative  to 
a  three-year  term  for  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

"Be  it  Resolved,  That  members  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, upon  completion  of  said  term  of  three  years'  service,  shall 
be  ineligible  for  immedate  re-election/' 

SAMUEL  HIRSCHBERG, 
JOSEPH   S.   KORNFELD. 

Rabbi  Gries — It  is  practically  eleven  o'clock,  and  we  are  nowr 
prepared  to  hear  the  paper  by  Rabbi  Singer.  What  is  your  de- 
sire with  reference  to  that  paper?  Rabbi  Singer  would  prefer 
that  his  paper  be  passed  over  until  next  year  and  be  made  part 
of  the  program  on  Synagogal  Music. 

Rabbi  Philipson—I  move  you  that  we  express  our  appre- 
ciation of  the  consideration  of  Rabbi  Singer  and  adopt  his  sug- 
gestion that  his  paper  be  made  a  part  of  the  program  for  next 
year. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  Conference  express  its 
appreciation  of  Rabbi  Singer's  willingness  to  postpone  the  read- 
ing of  his  paper  on  Synagogal  Music  until  next  year. 

A  Paper  on  the  Reintroduction  of  Congregational  Singing 
was  read  (cf.  Appendix  H).  by  Rabbi  Israel  Aaron. 

Rabbi  Aaron,— My  paper  is  very  short  and  I  am  not  so  sure 
I  will  be  here  next  year.  It  would  tak<  about  fifteen  minutes  to 
hear  it. 

A  Voice— It  seems  to  me  that  Rabbi  Aaron  left  out  the  most 
important  practical  point  in  the  training  of  a  congregation  to 
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sing,  and  that  is  that  the  work  must  be  begun,  not  in  the  con- 
gregation, but  in  the  religious  school. 

Rab~bi  Sadler— I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  congregational 
singing.  It  is  a  consummation  to  be  desired  in  our  congrega- 
tions, but  the  only  trouble  is,  it  seems  to  me,  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  adults  to  sing  now. 

Rabbi  Miller — We  have  experimented  with  singing  for  four 
years,  and  at  first  we  met  with  a  dismal  failure;  but  we  simply 
kept  at  it  until  we  accomplished  the  desired  result. 

Rabbi  Lyons— One  suggestion  was  not  made  which  would  be 
proper,  our  congregational  singing  is  quite  successful  and  that 
is  due  to  this  fact,  the  singing  in  our  congregation  is  led  by  the 
Cantor.  I  have  found  that  to  have  a  leader  in  congregational 
singing  helps  materially. 

Rabbi  Krauskopf—I  have  nothing  to  add  except  that  we 
have  congregational  singing  and  it  is  decidedly  successful.  I 
began  about  eighteen  years  ago,  and  I  kept  after  my  congrega- 
tion, and  now  we  have  it.  It  is  a  great  feature  in  our  service; 
the  singing  now  has  become  part  of  the  tradition  of  the  congre- 
gation. We  have  a  professional  choir  leader  engaged  who  conies 
to  teach  the  children. 


REPORT   ON  ETHICAL   INSTRUCTION  IN   PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  formulate  resolutions  on 
the  subject  of  Ethical  Instruction  in  the  Public  Schools  reports 
that  owing  to  lack  of  time  the  Committee  was  unable  to  meet, 
and  recommends  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  to  report  at  the  next  Conference.  The  recommen- 
dation was  adopted.  See  page  148. 

Rabbi  Philipson—I  think  it  is  important  to  this  Conference 
that  some  steps  be  taken  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  put  a 
place  on  the  program  leaving  sufficient  time  for  this  work.  We 
have  been  simply  rushed  to  death,  and  there  was  no  time  for 
discussion,  it  was  an  impossibility.  Last  night  two  members  of 
the  Committee  left  the  city,  leaving  only  three  here,  and  we 
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could  not  get  together,  and  that  is  why  we  have  found  it  im- 
possible to  report.  On  future  programs  we  suggest  that  a  cer- 
tain number  of  hours  shall  be  left  for  meetings  of  committees. 
Rabbi  Coffee — In  the  discussion  on  Monday  afternoon  in  re- 
gard to  this  ethical  problem  I  regretted  to  notice  that  there  was 
not  a  single  person  who  spoke  with  regard  to  the  fact  that  all 
the  instruction  in  the  public  schools  is  ethical  in  the  last 
analysis,  and  we  are  practically  condemning  our  American  - 
tern;  therefore  I  trust  that  the  Executive  Committee  will  be 
plain  on  this  and  will  not  let  it  be  understood  that  we  condemn 
our  public  school  system. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON  MEMORIAL   RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Report  was  presented  by  Chairman.  Rabbi  E.  N.  Calisch. 

The  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis,  in  annual  con- 
vention assembled,  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  has  learned  with  sorrow 
of  the  death,  during  the  past  year,  of  one  of  its  members,  Rabbi 
Jacob  S.  Jacobson,  of  Chicago,  111.  Rabbi  Jacobson  served  for 
forty  years  in  the  American  Rabbinate  with  honor  and  fidelity. 
A  man  of  genial  disposition  and  modest  habit,  he  yet  fulfilled 
his  duty  with  the  courageous  independence  that  comes  from  a 
heart  convinced  of  its  own  sincerity.  Even  when  the  weight  of 
years  necessitated  his  retirement  from  the  pulpit,  his  sacred  en- 
thusiasm caused  him  to  give  his  service  to  the  wards  of  com- 
munal and  penal  institutions.  His  unselfish  labors  unto  the  last 
made  him  indeed  an  "Ebhed  Adonoi,"  whose  life  was  an  honor 
to  the  cause,  an  inspiration  to  his  colleagues,  and  his  memory  a 
blessing  to  all.  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  Confer- 
ence, through  its  Secretary,  send  this  expression  of  its  sympathy 
and  appreciation  to  the  members  of  his  family. 

Outside  of  the  ranks  of  our  body  Judaism  has  lost  during 
the  past  year  some  notable  figures,  whose  passing  we  regard  with 
deep  sorrow. 

In  America,  Henri/  Hochheimer,  the  Nestor  of  the  Rabbinate, 
was  translated,  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-two  years,  from  the 
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fields  of  time  to  the  realms  of  eternity.  His  life  was  one  of 
earnest  usefulness.  His  sterling  faith  upbore  many.  His  un- 
failing cheerfulness  was  a  source  of  comfort  to  many.  He  com- 
bined the  scholarship  and  bonhomie  in  a  genial,  happy  manner, 
that  won  the  hearts  of  all  who  came  under  his  benign  influence. 
His  memory  is  for  blessing. 

Maurice  Fluegel,  whose  devotion  to  learning  has  been  widely 
recognized,  maintained  the  high  standard  of  Rabbinical  erudi- 
tion. He  has  been  called  to  "the  academy  on  high,"  and  we 
lament  his  passing. 

Bej^ond  the  seas,  England  mourns  the  loss  of  its  Chief  Rabbi. 
Herman  Adler  was  an  ideal  leader.  He  represented  more  than 
English  Jewry.  His  character,  scholarship,  dignity,  adminis- 
trative ability,  his  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  ideals  and  tradi- 
tions of  Judaism  were  a  tower  of  strength  to  Jewry,  and  a  con- 
tinuous "Kiddush  Hashem"  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  His 
death  leaves  a  great  void,  and  we,  the  representatives  of  Amer- 
ican Reform  Judaism,  mourn,  with  our  English  brethren,  this 
great  loss.  He  was  one  of  the  wise  who  shine  as  the  stars  and 
lead  many  to  righteousness. 

In  Germany  a  great  leader  of  liberal  Jewish  thought  has 
gone  to  his  reward.  Heineman  Vogelstein  was  a  scholar  and  a 
soldier  in  the  field  of  Jewish  advance.  "With  the  fortitude  of 
an  earnest  faith  in  the  principles  of  Reform  Judaism,  he  fought 
the  fight  of  progress.  We  feel  that  we  have  lost  a  brother  near 
unto  us  in  spirit,  and  we  give  expression  to  our  deep  sorrow  at 
his  death. 

Your  Committee  desires  also  to  place  on  record  the  expres- 
sion of  its  appreciation  of  the  life,  and  its  sorrow  at  the  death, 
of  one  who,  though  not  at  one  with  us  in  faith,  was  yet  eo  con- 
secrated a  servant  of  humanity,  that  she  has  written  her  name 
on  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  nations. 

Clara  Barton,  the  head  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Society, 
had  devoted  her  life  to  the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  misery. 
She  was  indeed  an  "angel  of  mercy"  to  world-wide  humanity, 
irrespective  of  creed  or  class.  The  Central  Conference  of  Amer- 
ican Rabbis,  as  teachers  of  the  brotherhood  of  humanity,  place 
en  record  their  appreciation  of  this  beautiful  spirit,  dedicated' 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS.  223 

to  the  service  of  man  and  now  called  to  reward  in  the  presence 

of  God. 

EDWARD  N.  CALISCH,  Chairman, 

MORRIS  BARON, 

CHAS.  J.  FREUND, 

A.  S.  ISAACS, 

JULIAN  MILLER, 

JOSEPH  JASIN, 

L.  MENDOZA, 

J.    SlLBERIELD, 

M.  M.  FEUERLICHT. 

The  resolutions,  taken  up  seriatim,  were  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote. 

Rabbi  Gries—The  Conference  is  in  receipt  of  a  message  of 
acknowledgment  from  Rabbi  Max  Landsberg  expressing  his  sin- 
cere thanks  for  our  message  of  sympathy. 

Report  of  Auditing  Committee,  presented  by  Rabbi  Mar- 
cuson. 


REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reports  of 
the  Treasurer,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Solicitation  Committee, 
Finance  Committee,  Publication  Committee,  and  Committee  on 
Relief,  beg  to  report  that  same  have  had  our  careful  considera- 
tion. We  congratulate  the  C.  C.  A.  R.  on  the  excellent  financial 
showing  of  this  year. 

We  recommend : 

1.  That  all  officers  close  their  accounts  twenty  days  before 
the  date  fixed  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Conference,  as  this 
will  materially  expedite  the  work  of  auditing  the  accounts. 

2.  We    again    call    attention    to   the    fact,    stressed    in    two 
previous  reports  of  this  Committee,  that  the  report  of  the  Bloch 
Publishing  Company  should  be  accompanied  by  the  report  of  an 
expert  accountant. 

3.  We  find  in  th*  Corresponding  Secretary's  report  that  a 
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voucher  for  $926.43,  drawn  for  transfer  of  account  from  Cleve- 
land to  Detroit,  was  charged  to  Expense,  and  we  ask  that  same 
be  properly  credited,  also  that  $190.09,  paid  through  Guardian 
Savings  Bank  Trust  Company,  are  not  reported  at  all  in  Sec- 
retary's report,  and  we  ask  that  Secretary  take  note  of  same  so 
that  books  may  finally  be  balanced.  We  find  that  otherwise  all 
books  and  reports  tally  and  are  well  kept. 

4.  We  recommend  that  the  request  of  the  Bloch  Publishing 
Company  that  the  20  per  cent,  discount  be  allowed  only  when 
five  or  more  books  are  ordered  be  not  granted. 

5.  We  recommend  that  265  of  the  paper-bound  "Sermons  of 
American  Rabbis"  be  put  on  Free  List,  and  that  the  remaining 
500  volumes  be  held  for  future  disposal. 

6.  We  recommend  that  the  Publication  Committee  give  in 
future  reports  a  detailed  statement  of  the  number  of  books  or- 
dered printed  and  of  monthly  orders  issued  to  the  Publishers' 
Printing  Company  of  books  to  be  sent  to  the  agent,  so  that  the 
Committee  may  have  some  means  of  checking  agent's  report. 

7.  We  recommend  that  the  contract  with  the  Bloch  Publish- 
ing Company  be  renewed  for  one  year  on  same  terms  as  before. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  LEVI,  Chairman, 
HENRY  FISCHER, 

S.   HlRSCHBERG, 

FELIX  A.  LEVY, 
MEYER  LOVITCH, 
L.  STERN, 
I.  E.  MARCUSON. 

Recommendation  I  was  read. 

Rabbi  Gries— Isn't  that  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution? 
Our  Constitution  at  present  fixes  the  fiscal  year  to  close  on  a 
certain  date. 

Rabbi  Marcuson — Now  that  you  have  changed  the  meeting 
of  the  Conference,  there  is  absolutely  no  way  of  knowing  whether 
the  books  are  right  or  not. 

Rabbi  Franklin— The  fiscal  year  ends  June  10th. 
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Rabbi  Gries— Is  it  your  thought  that  that  closes  the  fiscal 
year  then  ? 

Rabbi  Marcuson—We  do  not  care  whether  it  closes  the  fiscal 
year  then  or  not,  but  we  want  the  books  closed  so  that  we  can 
compare  them. 

Rabbi  Gries— The  Recommendation  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
report  submitted  to  the  Conference  shall  close  on  a  specific  date. 

Rabbi  Ma  re  u  so  n  —  Twenty  days  before  the  Conference;  in 
other  words,  if  the  Conference  meets  on  the  20th  of  April,  that 
all  accounts  shall  balance  up  to  April  1st,  so  that  we  will  have 
some  means  of  comparing  the  accounts. 

Recommendation.  I  was  adopted. 

Ivecommendatiou  II  was  read. 

Rabbi  Giitttnacher—I  desire  to  state  that  in  my  report  to 
this  Conference  I  made  clear  why  we  have  not  employed  an  ex- 
pert accountant  during  the  last  two  years.  I  keep  a  set  of  books 
wherein  I  know  from  day  to  day  the  number  of  books  and  the 
number  of  sheets  on  hand  at  the  publishers  and  at  our  printers. 
Our  printer  does  not  print  and  does  not  bind  unless  by  written 
order  of  the  Chairman  of  this  Publication  Committee.  Further- 
more, I  receive  every  month  a  statement  from  the  Bloch  Pub- 
lishing Company  which  must  tally  with  my  book,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  count  the  number  of 
Books  in  the  Bloch  Company's  report,  which  is  done  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Conference,  and  that  inventory  tallies  with  the  in- 
ventory that  I  have  in  my  books;  so  I  cannot  see  any  need  for 
an  expert  accountant.  All  he  could  do  would  be  merely  to  count 
the  number  of  books. 

Rabbi  Marcuson — There  is  a  long  financial  statement  to  be 
studied,  and  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  go  through  that,  and  I 
want  to  say  in  regard  to  the  remarks  of  Rabbi  Guttmacher  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  suspicion  against  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Rabbi  Kohler—lt  appears  to  me  that  might  be  a  reflection 
upon  the  report  as  submitted. 

Rabbi  Gries— When  you  say  expert  accountant,  it  means  an 
expert  who  charges  a  good  price  each  day. 
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Rabbi  Jasin—I  believe  it  is  proper  for  any  organization  that 
has  funds  and  stock  of  any  kind  to  have  its  books  audited  by 
an  expert  accountant,  no  matter  what  our  confidence  may  be ; 
on  general  principles  we  ought  to  have  an  expert  accountant  to 
go  over  all  accounts,  and  I  think  this  is  as  good  a  time  to  com- 
mence as  any  other. 

Rabbi  Guttmacher—The  books  that  are  not  sold  are  in  the 
stock  of  the  Block  Publishing  Company,  and  the  books  that  are 
sold  I  have  on  the  sales  list  every  month,  and  if  Bloch  has  five 
hundred  books  and  sells  one  hundred,  he  must  have  four  hun- 
dred on  hand;  it  is  a  very  simple  matter. 

Recommendation  II  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  III  was  referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

Recommendation  IV  was  read. 

Rabbi  Guttmacher — I  desire  to  correct  the  statement.  The 
recommendation  is  made  by  the  Committee,  not  by  the  Bloch 
Publishing  Company.  It  was  addressed  to  me,  and  my  Com- 
mittee made  the  recommendation,  not  the  Bloch  Publishing  Com- 
pany. The  Bloch  Publishing  Company  claims  that  very  often 
congregations  will  order  one  book  at  a  time,  and  they  will  ask 
a  20  per  cent,  discount  on  that  one  book.  Now,  a  congregation 
that  purchases  our  books  ought  to  have  five  books  at  a  time,  if 
they  want  the  discount.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  business,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  the  Conference  has  voted  this  matter  down  twice 
in  succession.  There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  grant,  to  any 
one  who  only  wants  one  book,  a  20  per  cent,  discount.  Congre- 
gations having  the  books  might  be  able  to  sell  copies  of  them.  I 
have  known  cases  in  some  congregations  where  the  people  wanted 
the  book  and  could  not  get  it,  whereas  if  the  Congregation  has 
the  book  it  can  supply  the  demand  more  rapidly. 

Recommendation  IV  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  V  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  VI  was  read. 

Rabbi  Stolz — If  you  have  an  expert  accountant,  will  that 
be  necessary? 

Rabbi  Guttmacher — I  receive  every  month  an  accounting 
from  the  company  telling  me  the  number  of  books  sold  and  the 
number  not  sold.  Doesn't  that  meet  it  9 
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Rabbi  titols  —  Xo;  as  we  understood  your  report  you  issue  an 
order  for  it  when  the  printing  is  done. 

Rabbi  Quttmacher—Yea. 

Rabbi  Stolz  —  Theu  when  the  books  come  from  the  printer  to 
Bloch  &  Company  you  issue  another  order? 

Rabbi  Guttmacher—No;  Bloch  reports  to  me  that  he  has  re- 
ceived five  hundred  prayer-books,  we  will  say. 

Rabbi  Marcuson—^We  would  like  to  have  you  state  in  your 
report  how  many  you  order,  so  that  we  can  see  whether  it  checks 
up,  we  have  no  way  of  checking-  up. 

Rabbi  Stolz—T\ie  report  fails  to  refer  to  the  matter  of  the 
interest  that  should  go  into  the  Relief  Fund. 

Rabbi  Marcuson  —  In  regard  to  that  I  will  introduce  a  mo- 
tion that  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  for  this 
reason.  There  was  a  discussion  and  we  had  no  means  of  de- 
termining the  question;  we  were  positive  that  two  years  ago. 
upon  our  recommendation,  a  Resolution  was  passed  by  the  Con- 
ference that  all  the  interest  should  go  into  the  general  fund, 
but  it  is  a  matter  which  the  Executive  Committee  will  have  to 
straighten  out. 

Recommendation  VI  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  VII  was  referred  to  Executive  Committee. 

Report  adopted. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE. 

To  the  Central  Conference  of  Am>  / -irati  Rabbis. 

AYc  com  mend  the  able  and  comprehensive  Message  of  the 
President,  which  sounds  a  clear  note  in  behalf  of  American 
Reform  Judaism  and  its  progressive  tendencies ;  and  we  observe 
with  gratification  the  growing  ascendency  and  clearer  compre- 
hension of  its  principles. 

All  Jewish  religious  bodies  should  work  together  to  com- 
bat the  results  of  indifference  and  irreligion  which  are  becom- 
ing apparent  in  many  quarters.  There  are  a  number  of  inter- 
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ests  which  are  of  common  concern  to  all  our  religious  organiza- 
tions, whatever  be  their  cast  of  opinion.  We  therefore  endorse 
the  suggestion  of  the  President  that  (I)  "we  should  take  the 
initiative  and  lend  co-operation  toward  the  upbuilding  of  any 
form  of  Judaism  which  makes  for  religious  deepening  and  for 
ethical  insight  and  influence ' ' ;  and  recommend  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  on  Co-operation  with  other  Jewish  religious  or- 
ganizations for  the  advancement  of  Judaism. 

II.  We  recommend  further,  that  the  present  Committee  on 
Co-operation   with    other  national   organizations    (such   as   the 
Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  the  American  Jew- 
ish Committee  and  the  B'nai  B'rith)  in  cases  of  emergency,  be 
continued,  but  its  scope  be  enlarged  so  as  not  to  be  limited  to 
emergencies.     This  co-operation,   however,   should  rest  on  the 
basis  of  full  equality;  the  Conference  being  a  representative  re- 
ligious  organization,    the   working  basis  for  true   co-operation 
must  be  the  recognition  by  other  organizations  of  the  represen- 
tative character  of  the  Conference. 

We  are  gratified  with  the  report  of  the  successful  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  notably 
in  the  publication  of  literature  for  religious  schools  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  synagogues  through  its  Department  of  School 
and  Synagogue  Extension.  In  order  that  this  co-operation  may 
continue  in  even  fuller  measure  than  in  the  past  year,  we  en- 
dorse the  President's  recommendation  that  the  Committee  on 
Co-operation  with  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congrega- 
tions be  increased  in  such  number  as  the  Executive  Committee 
may  determine  upon. 

III.  We  note   with   pleasure  the   progress  of  the   work  of 
translating  the  Bible  now  being  pursued  by  the  representatives 
of  our  Conference  in  conjunction  with   representatives  of  the 
Jewish  Publication  Society  of  America,  and  urge  upon  our  mem- 
bers the  encouragement  of  this  work  by  securing  contributions  to 
the  Bible  Fund  from  their  respective  communities. 

IV.  We   endorse   the  suggestion   of  the   President   that  the 
name  of  the  present  Committee  on  Synagogue  and  Labor  be  so 
changed  as  to  indicate  the  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  its  work. 
We  recommend  that  this  name  be  Committee  on  Synagogue  and 
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Social    Service.      This    Committee   shall    work    through    the    fol- 
lowing sub-committees : 

a.   Committee  on   Industrial  Relations. 

1».   Committee  on  Defectives.  Delinquents,  and  Dependents. 

V.  The  sanctity  of  the  home  and  the  family  life  has  always 
been   cherished  and   maintained  among  Jews.     We  cannot  but 
view  with  alarm  the  signs  in  modern  life  of  the  disintegrating  in- 
fluences that  are  undermining  the  home  and  the  family.    These 
influences  appear  particularly  in  the  ease  with  which  the  wedded 
state  can  be  entered  into  and  dissolved.     We  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  Conference  express  its  hearty  approval  of  efforts 
toward  effecting  national  uniformity  of  marriage  and  divorce 
laws  and  toward  requiring,   through   legislation,   physical   and 
mental  health  on  the  part  of  those  entering  the  marital  state. 

VI.  Christian  Science  and  Judaism.  — In  connection  with  the 
very  able  paper  on  "Christian  Science  and  Judaism/7  by  Dr. 
Morris  Lefkovits,  and  its  interesting  discussion  by  Rabbi  Julian 
H.  Miller,  we  submit  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  for 
adoption : 

Win  re  as,  Some  of  our  coreligionists  delude  themselves  into 
the  belief  that  they  can  give  formal  adherence  to  the  religious 
denomination  calling  itself  Christian  Science,  without  violating 
their  allegiance  to  those  beliefs,  principles,  and  ideals  which  ex- 
press the  spirit  of  Judaism  in  all  ages, 

Be  it  Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
American  Rabbis,  that  they  are  strengthened  in  their  previous 
conviction  that  Christian  Science  in  its  tenets  and  beliefs  is  es- 
sentially different  from  and  in  fundamental  contradiction  with 
Judaism,  and  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  Jew  to  accept  Christian 
Science  without  thereby  denying  Judaism. 

VII.  Prai/er   Book.  —  Inasmuch   as  the  plates  of  the  Union 
Prayer  Book  will  soon  require  renewal,  your  Committee  agrees 
with  the  President  that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  be- 
tim<  s.  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  collate  carefully  all  revisions 
that  may  have  suggested  themselves  to  our  members  in  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  seventeen  years,  and  to  report  them  if  pos- 
sible to  the  next  Conference  with  editorial  revision. 

VIII.  Enterprises  in  Oilier  Lands.  —  Recognizing  as  a  basic 
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principle  of  Judaism  the  duty  of  extending  aid  to  all  move- 
ments making  for  the  welfare  of  our  fellowmeu,  we  especially 
endorse  our  President's  recommendation  that  we  express  our 
readiness  to  co-operate  with  all  parties  in  Judaism  in  every  ef- 
fort making  for  the  moral,  cultural,  and  industrial  efficiency  of 
the  Jews  all  over  the  world. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Committee. 

DAVID   PHILIPSON,    Chairman, 
MOSES  J.  GRIES, 
MAX  HELLER, 
Jos.  KRAUSKOPF, 
WILLIAM  ROSENAU, 
JOSEPH  STOLZ, 
LEO  M.  FRANKLIN, 
K.  KOHLER, 
I.  AARON. 

Recommendations  I,  II  and  III  were  read,  and  on  motion 
were  adopted. 

Recommendation  IV  was  read. 

Rabbi  Gries—The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Conference 
would  now  be  the  Committee  on  Social  Service,  and  the  other 
committees  would  be  sub-committees  under  the  Social  Service. 

Rabbi  P/u%>s0M— Exactly.  The  President  in  his  Message 
recommended  that  we  enlarge  the  work  of  this  Committee  on 
Synagogue  and  Labor,  and  that  it  be  changed  to  the  Committee 
on  Social  Justice,  but  we  felt  it  should  be  called  Social  Service. 

Rabbi  Hirschberg — I  do  not  quite  understand  the  distinctive 
functions  of  the  Committee  on  Synagogue  and  Labor  and  the 
Committee  on  Industrial  Peace.  I  think  the  work  could  be  done 
by  one  committee ;  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  two  committees.  It 
seems  to  me  the  Committee  on  Labor  could  handle  the  questions 
relating  to  Industrial  Peace. 

Rabbi  Philipson—That  very  point  was  brought  up  in  the 
Committee ;  the  Committee  on  Synagogue  and  Labor  laid  special 
stress  on  the  labor  side,  and  it  was  felt  there  should  also  be  a 
committee  to  lay  stress  on  the  other  side  as  well,  and  it  will  show 
there  is  work  being  done  on  both  sides. 
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Rabbi  Jasin — AVhen  this  matter  was  up  for  discussion  on  the 
floor  I  took  110  part  in  it  because,  on  the  whole,  I  know  I  am 
in  a  hopeless  minority  on  this  subject.  I  am  sure  that  the  Con- 
ference might  have-  gone  a  great  deal  further  than  it  did.  I 
move  that  the  proposed  Committee  on  Industrial  Peace  and  the 
other  committee  be  merged  into  one,  under  the  name  of  Com- 
mittee on  Industrial  Peace. 

Rabbi  Harris— There  are  three  titles  I  would  recommend,  on 
Peace,  on  Industrial  Relations,  and  on  Arbitration. 

Rabbi  Grie s— Synagogue  and  Social  Service  is  the  general 
title. 

Rabbi  Krauskopf— International  Peace  and  Industrial  Arbi- 
tration. 

Rabbi  Golde n so n  —  Committee  on  Synagogue  and  Social  Prob- 
lems might  cover  it. 

Rabbi  Gries—As  the  general  head,  you  mean? 

A  Voice— Yes. 

Rabbi  Gries—~Let  us  care  for  the  subheads  now;  then,  if  you 
want  to  revise  the  general  head,  you  may  try  that. 

Rabbi  Heller— Why  can't  we  call  it  Committee  on  Political 
and  Industrial  Peace,  because  arbitration  is  intended  with  a 
view  to  peace? 

Rabbi  Krauskopf — International  Peace  and  Arbitration  have 
become  technical  terms,  and  we  can  well  afford  to  adopt  these 
terms. 

Rabbi  Philipson—I  suggest  Committee  on  Political  and  In- 
dustrial Peace  and  Arbitration. 

Rabbi  Kohl fr— This  cannot  come  under  the  head  of  Social 
Service ;  Social  Service  and  Political  or  International  Peace  can- 
not be  common  in  that  way. 

Rabbi  Jasin  — I  do  think  that  International  Peace  and  In- 
dustrial Arbitration  would  imply  too  much  work.  I  think  the 
Committee  on  Industrial  Peace  would  have  enough  to  do  if  it 
tended  to  its  business,  and  if  the  Conference  wants  to  do  any- 
thing for  the  canst1  of  Arbitration  let  it  do  so  in  some  other 
form ;  I  would  recommend  that  the  Committee  on  Industrial 
Peace  or  Industrial  Arbitration  be  made  a  separate  Committee. 
Rabbi  Foster—  I  wisli  to  caution  the  Conference  against 
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hastily  changing  even  the  name  of  a  Committee  which  we  have 
had  difficulty  to  create.  I  think  Rabbi  Stolz  made  the  recom- 
mendation that  we  study  this  problem,  and  when  it  was  first  pre- 
sented at  Frankfort  the  Conference  was  of  the  opinion  that  all 
reference  to  the  matter  be  deliberately  stricken  out  of  the 
record ;  then  when  the  Conference  took  up  the  suggestion  at  the 
next  meeting,  as  to  the  advisability  of  studying  the  problem,  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions  positively  brought  in  the  recommenda- 
tion that  we  drop  the  matter  altogether.  Finally  it  was  de- 
cided that  we  must  give  earnest  attention  to  the  subject.  We 
have  generally  emphasized  the  fact  that  we  do  not  know  cap- 
ital and  labor  in  the  Synagogue,  but  we  must  study  the  prob- 
lem and  face  it.  Now,  the  Committee  which  will  have  under 
consideration  Industrial  Peace  will  make  it  impossible  for  any 
committee  to  be  more  than  a  paper  committee,  which  I  think 
ought  to  be  deprecated.  I  would  suggest,  then,  that  we  continue 
the  name,  letting  it  be  a  subcommittee  of  something  else.  We  do 
want  to  know  the  working-people,  and  if  we  are  not  careful  the 
work  will  be  lost  sight  of  altogether.  Let  us  experiment  a  year 
or  two  more  before  we  change  even  the  name  of  the  Committee. 

Rabbi  Philipson—I  think  it  would  be  well  if  we  were  to  say 
Industrial  Peace  and  Arbitration,  because  there  are  things  that 
can  be  arbitrated  and  other  things  that  go  for  peace. 

Rabbi  Jasin—How  about  Industrial  Relations  in  General^ 

Eabbi  Philipson — Synagogue  and  Industrial  Relations,  is 
that  what  you  mean  ?  I  think,  with  the  consent  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee,  we  will  accept  that. 

Eabbi  Gries—It  is  before  the  House,  and  the  House  only  can. 
accept  it.    If  there  be  no  objection,  the  amendment  will  be  stated 
in  the  form  of  Synagogue  and  Industrial  Relations. 

A  Voice — I  want  to  know  the  connection  between  the  Syna 
gogue  and  industrial  relations ;  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  oi 
mentioning  Synagogue  in  this  at  all.     There  is  a  relation  bt 
tween  the  Synagogue  and  the  individual  laborer  or  the  individ 
ual  capitalist,  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  relation  between  the 
Synagogue  and  such  a  thing  as  industrial  relations. 

Eabbi  Stolz— Now,  what  is  the  use  of  being  afraid  of  the 
word  Labor  and  changing  to  Industrial  Relations,  when  you 
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mean  the  same  thin"1 .'  Now.  everybody  understands,  when  we 
say  Synagogue  and  Labor,  that  that  means  the  Synagogue  is  in- 
terested not  only  in  the  laboring  man  but  in  finding  out  about 
the  relationships  and  everything  in  regard  to  the  Synagogue 
and  the  laboring  man.  Let  us  keep  the  word,  because  everybody 
understands  what  that  means. 

Rabbi  Coffee— I  should  like  to  explain  precisely  why  we  do 
want  the  phrase.  Industrial  Relations  instead  of  the  word  La- 
bor, because  the  word  Labor  belongs  to  the  nineteenth  century. 
Industrial  Relations  is  the  last  word  being  said  now  on  this 
problem,  and  when  this  question  comes  up  before  Congress  the 
matter  will  have  to  be  handled;  and  I  hope  these  words  will  be 
carried  this  morning  because  we  want  to  come  to  a  complete 
analysis  of  the  problem. 

Rabbi  Pliilipson — I  just  want  to  say  this  one  word.  In  the 
first  place,  the  whole  Committee  is  called  Synagogue  and  Social 
Service,  and  for  that  reason  I  feel  that  we  can  leave  out  the 
word  Synagogue  in  these  other  committees  and  say  Committee 
on  Industrial  Relations,  etc. 

Recommendation  IV  amended,  to  merge  Committees  a  and  c 
into  one,  with  title  ''Committee  on  Industrial  Relations."  Car- 
ried. 

Necessary  amendment  to  By-laws  adopted,  and  the  Executive 
Committee  instructed  to  define  duties  of  this  Committee. 

Recommendation  IV  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  V  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  VI  was  read. 

Rabbi  Bcrkoicitz  —  I  want  to  ask  what  is  the  sense  of  this 
Resolution ;  it  is  a  little  vague,  and  it  gives  no  guidance  to  the 
Rabbi  at  all  when  he  is  confronted  with  the  practical  problem. 
Suppose  the  Jew  accepts  Christian  Science  and  then  comes  to 
the  Rabbi  for  a  service.  Our  attitude  must  be  decided:  you 
must  decide  the  point  and  be  prepared  when  a  man  says  I  do 
not  deny  it,  I  accept  Christian  Science  and  still  I  am  a  believer 
in  Judaism.  If  you  say  plainly  that  the  man  who  joins  the 
Christian  Science -Church  is  no  longer  a  Jew,  then  the  relations 
governing  us  are  the  relations  we  manifest  toward  the  non-Jew; 
but  at  all  events  we  must  make  our  position  plain. 
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Rabbi  Lefkovits—l  want  to  say  that  the  resolutions  which  I 
olt'er  are  as  carefully  worded  as  it  can  possibly  be  made.  I  have 
given  it  thorough  thought.  (Reading,  see  Substitute  Resolution, 
page  148.) 

Rabbi  Heller— I  think  my  colleagues  on  the  Committee  on 
President's  Message  will  admit  that  I  had  probably  more  to  do 
with  the  framing  of  this  resolution  than  any  other  of  the  mem- 
bers on  that  Committee,  and  I  will  frankly  admit  that  in  my 
opinion  the  framing  of  the  Resolution  as  made  by  Rabbi  Lef- 
kovits  is  very  much  better  for  the  thought  he  wishes  to  express, 
because  naturally  it  is  much  more  deliberate  than  the  framing 
done  in  committee  in  the  rush  in  which  we  were.  He  wishes  us 
to  say  that  the  Rabbi  should  refuse  to  officiate  at  a  marriage  or 
a  funeral  in  such  an  instance  as  was  cited,  but  the  Committee 
did  not  mean  to  recommend  any  such  thing;  in  fact,  that  idea 
was  not  mentioned,  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken  it  was  not  even 
entertained  by  it.  We  do  not  wish  to  say  that  because  a  man 
is  mistaken  in  his  views  we  shall  refuse  to  officiate.  Rabbi  Lef- 
kovits  says  that  we  should  look  upon  such  people  as  not  being 
Jews  in  faith,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  say  that. 

Rabbi  Kohl rr— The  principle  of  Judaism  is  that  we  push  out 
with  the  left  hand  but  we  try  to  draw  in  with  the  right,  and 
therefore  it  was  the  sense  expressed  at  our  Committee  meeting 
that  we  should  not  simply  cast  out  but  that  we  should  offer  a 
hand  to  help  them,  because  those  that  join  Christian  Science  are 
simply  at  sea  and  are  perplexed.  By  simply  casting  them  out  we 
do  not  help  them  nor  do  we  really  help  Judaism;  and  therefore 
I  hold  we  should  not  simply  say  that  we  declare  them  out  of 
Judaism,  but  we  should  place  before  them  the  fact  that  they 
are  "committing  an  error  which  puts  them  into  contradiction 
with  the  principles  of  Judaism. 

Rabbi  Goldenson — I  feel  that  the  question  before  us  is  much 
deeper  and  much  more  important  than  can  be  presented  by  the 
most  logical  discussion  possible.  I  admit  that  the  discussion  the 
other  day  of  the  question  upon  the  view  of  Judaism  was  very 
logical,  extremely  logical,  but  it  does  not  cover  the  human  issues 
of  the  case.  The  fact  is,  there  are  hundreds  of  men  and  women 
in  this  country  who  believe  that,  though  interested  in  Christian 
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Science,  they  are  still  Jews  and  want  to  be  still  Jews,  and  many 
claim  that  they  are  still  better  Jews.  AVe  have  got  to  take  ac- 
count of  their  feelings  and  of  their  willingness  to  remain  loyal 
to  Judaism.  Christian  Science  is  something  new.  There  are  a 
great  many  men  and  women  who  do  not  understand  that.  Now, 
to  give  a  logical  discussion  and  to  thoroughly  understand  the 
matter  it  might  be  that  we  will  have  to  go  into  a  campaign  of 
education,  we  will  have  to  show  our  Jewish  people  what  the  sit- 
uation is  and  how  the  new  view  conflicts  with  ours;  but  before 
we  read  them  out  of  Judaism  we  will  have  to  teach  them  what 
they  are  doing. 

Rabbi  Levy— \Ve  cannot  discuss  theories;  we  have  condi- 
tions. The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  ought  to  prevail 
and  the  amendment  or  substitute  ought  to  fall. 

Rabbi  Foster — "\Vhat  we  ought  to  do  is  to  take  one  step  at  a 
time  and  not  to  express  ourselves  on  sny  phase  of  the  subject 
before  we  are  certain  of  our  position.  There  are  so  many  fac- 
tors that  we  do  not  know  of  at  the  present  time.  But  I  should 
urge  the  following:  "Be  it  Resolved,  that  Christian  Science  in 
its  tenets  and  beliefs  is  essentially  different  and  fundamentally 
antagonistic  to  Judaism  and  that  it  is  therefore  impossible  for 
a  Jew  to  accept  Christian  Science  without  denying  Judaism." 

Rabbi  Hirschbery—I  wish  to  suggest  the  words,  ''fundamen- 
tally in  contradiction  to  rather  than  antagonistic  to." 

Rabbi  Philipson  —  I  think  that  a  closing  word  ought  to  be 
said  as  to  the  reason  for  the  change  made  by  the  Committee 
from  the  Resolutions  offered.  In  the  first  place,  this  matter  has 
been  under  consideration  some  time,  and  we  cannot  sidestep  : 
we  know  that  there  are  hundreds  of  Jews  throughout  this  coun- 
try who  have  affiliated  themselves  with  Christian  Science 
churches.  If  the  Conference  has  any  function  it  is  to  express 
the  religious  attitude  of  Judaism.  Now,  it  is  not  our  purpose  to 
give  a  definition  of  Christian  Science,  what  it  is  or  what  it  is 
not;  but  it  is  our  purpose  to  help  our  people.  There  are  those 
who  say  they  are  "better  Jews,"  but  we  must  tell  them  they  are 
not.  they  are  denying  their  Judaism  by  claiming  the  Christian 
Science  faith.  It  is  our  function  as  a  Conference  to  tell  the 
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people  what  is  the  attitude  of  Judaism  toward  Christian  Sci- 
ence, and  here  it  is  told. 

A  Voice— The  subject  before  this  Conference  was  this:  Can 
a  Jew  be  both  a  Christian  Scientist  and  a  Jew;  that  was  the 
question  before  the  Conference,  is  he  a  Jew? 

.1  Voice — If  a  man  denies  every  fundamental  tenet  of  our 
religion  a.nd  subscribes  to  another  faith,  can  he  be  still  a  -lew  .' 

Rabbi  Gnes — The  last  paragraph  of  this  statement  says 
clearly  (reading). 

A  Voice — Now,  the  Christian  Scientist  does  not  go  or  does 
not  care  to  go  with  the  Jew  at  all;  he  talks  about  the  Hebrews, 
he  talks  of  the  Jew  in  the  third  person,  he  does  not  care  for  the 
Jew.  Now,  why  not  for  once  take  a  really  decided  and  manly 
attitude?  We  want  to  prevent,  of  course,  his  joining  the  Chris- 
tian Science  Church.  But  when  he  does  join  the  Church  and 
subscribes  to  the  creed  he  denies  the  Jewish  faith  and  he  is  no 
longer — and  should  be  declared— a  non-Jew. 

Recommendation  VI  moved  to  adopt.  Substitute  Resolutions 
offered  by  Rabbi  Lefkovits.  Motion  to  table  substitute  resolu- 
tions was  lost.  Committee  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  following  wish  vote  recorded  in  the  negative :  Rabbis 
Krass,  J.  H.  Stolz,  M.  Lefkovits,  M.  M.  Peuerlicht,  Goldenson, 
E.  Margolis,  H.  H.  Mayer. 

Recommendation  VII  was  adopted. 

Recommendation  VIII  was  read. 

Rabbi  Stolz— Mr.  President,  I  believe  we  have  misunderstood 
this  proposition  altogether.  At  the  outstart  we  spoke  of  co- 
operation with  Jewish  religious  bodies,  but  this  was  co-operat- 
ing with  general  bodies  that  are  working  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind— 

Rabbi  Krauskopf  (interrupting) — The  word  religious  was 
not  in  that  paragraph.  Rabbi  Kohler's  suggestion  was  religious 
and  we  put  it  -in  there,  but  that  is  already  covered  in  the  very 
first  part  of  our  report. 

Rabbi  Stolz— This  refers  really  to  the  paper,  as  I  see  here, 
Helping  Enterprises  in  Other  Lands.  This  refers  to  our  interest 
in  the  Jews  the  world  over. 

Recommendation  VIII  was  adopted. 


CENTRAL  CONFEKKNCK  «>F  AMERICAN  RABBIS.  237 

Recommendation  IX  was  adopted  with  power  of  verbal  re- 
vision left  to  the  Committee. 

Report  adopted. 

Ill-port  of  Committee  on  Thanks  presented  by  Chairman, 
Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OX  THAXKS. 


'in  'In   ('<  i/h'ul  Coufi  r<  ncc  of  Aim  man  Rabbis: 

The  duty  with  which  a  committee  such  as  this  is  usually 
charged  is  to  express  in  formal  terms  the  gratitude  of  an  organi- 
zation to  its  hosts.  Our  duty,  however,  cannot  be  so  easily  dis- 
charged ;  for  when  we  consider  the  wealth  of  hospitality,  the 
cordiality  of  greeting,  the  unstinted  care  for  our  comfort  we 
fail  to  see  how  we  can  possibly  do  justice  to  our  task,  and  trans- 
form a  ceremonial  of  thanks,  which  is  so  often  hollow  and  per- 
functory, into  an  adequate  testimonial  of  our  heart's  deepest 
gratitude. 

On  all  sides  we  stand  lastingly  indebted,  and  we  can  only 
pay  with  thanks.  From  the  hour  we  entered  the  city  of  Balti- 
more we  were  overwhelmed  with  invitations  to  come  into  the 
homes  of  the  members  of  the  Jewish  Community  and  break  bread 
with  them  at  the  hallowed  Sabbath  meal  and  on  other  occasions. 
The  spontaneity  and  genuineness  of  this  hospitality  cannot  be 
doubted  for  an  instant.  As  we  are  about  to  leave  for  our  homes 
we  take  with  us  delightful  memories  of  a  Jewish  Community 
that  is  in  the  front  rank  in  its  loyalty  to  our  ancient  faith,  in 
its  culture  and  its  refinement,  and  its  notable  philanthropic 
achievements.  For  all  the  attentions  showered  upon  us  and  all 
the  inspiration  of  the  communal  activities  so  effectively  adminis- 
tered, the  Conference  records  its  deepest  gratitude. 

To  the  Congregation  Oheb  Sholom,  Baltimore  Hebrew  and 
Har  Sinai,  in  whose  spiritual  homes  we  found  opportunity  for 
prayer  and  devotion,  assisted  as  these  were  by  most  inspiring 
xri-virt's.  by  lofty  strains  of  music,  by  solemn  chanting,  we  offer 
our  heartfelt  congratulations  and  our  sincerest  thanks,  in  which 
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we  desire  to  include  the  Cantors,  Messrs.  Castelle  and  Schuman, 
and  choirs  of  all  three  congregations.  We  shall  long  remember 
the  hours  spent  in  the  houses  of  prayer  with  their  dignified  and 
uplifting  devotions.  We  are  grateful  also  to  the  ladies  of  the 
various  Temples  and  their  auxiliary  societies  for  the  very  kind 
attentions  which  they  gave  us  in  serving  the  noon-day  meals  in 
the  Temples  in  which  our  meetings  were  held. 

We  desire  to  record  our  gratitude  for  the  genial  entertain- 
ment afforded  us  by  the  various  social  organizations  of  Balti- 
more, and  the  hospitality  offered  by  them,  even  though  we  found 
it  impossible  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  the  offers  extended.  The 
Theatre  party,  the  banquet  at  the  Phoenix  Club,  the  automobile 
ride  through  the  city,  the  sumptuous  noon  dinners  at  the  Phoenix 
Club,  all  of  these  deserve  and  certainly  call  forth  our  heartfelt 
thanks.  To  those  who  planned  and  carried  out  so  successfully 
these  pleasant  arrangements,  and  to  the  organization  whose  hos- 
pitality was  offered  but  could  not  be  accepted,  we  are  deeply 
grateful,  and  mention  the  Phoenix  Club,  the  Suburban  Club,  the 
local  section  of  the  C.  J.  W.  and  the  Baltimore  Ladies'  Associa- 
tion. 

Adequate  and  true  and  dignified  accounts  of  our  meetings 
have  been  given  by  the  local  press,  and  we  desire  to  thank  the 
Baltimore  News,  American,  Sun,  Evening  Sun  and  Star  for  the 
courteous  notices  of  our  meetings  that  appeared  in  their  columns. 

We  would  express  our  appreciation  of  the  kindness  of  the 
Jewish  Press  of  the  country  in  giving  our  proceedings  dignified 
reports.  We  would  mention  especially  the  Jewish  Comment  of 
Baltimore. 

We  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  very  kind  and  thought- 
ful remembrance  of  us  from  Mr.  Claude  G.  Montefiore,  our 
honorary  member  from  across  the  waters,  in  the  form  of  greet- 
ings and  the  gift  of  his  newest  work,  "Outlines  of  Liberal  Ju- 
daism, "  to  each  attending  member  of  our  Conference.  It  brings 
back  to  us  the  recollection  of  his  kindly  and  genial  personality 
which  graced  our  convention  a  few  years  ago. 

We  are  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of  voicing  our  thanks 
due  to  Mr.  Alfred  M.  Cohen,  of  Cincinnati,  for  his  efficient  serv- 
ices so  readily  placed  at  our  disposal,  relative  to  drawing  up 
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and  seeing  properly  recorded  the  articles  of  incorporation  of 
the  C.  C.  A.  R, 

This  testimonial  of  our  indebtedness  would  scarcely  be  com- 
plete if  we  did  not  mention  the  truly  fraternal  spirit  and  zeal  of 
the  local  colleagues,  Rabbis  Rosenau,  Guttmacher,  and  Ruben- 
stein.  They  stinted  neither  time,  spirit  nor  labor  in  their  efforts 
to  make  us  feel  at  home  in  their  midst,  and  to  facilitate  our 
tasks.  For  their  so  hearty  welcome,  their  so  thoughtful  arrange- 
ments, they  have  increased  the  deep  affection  in  which  they 
have  always  been  held  by  us.  May  their  homes,  their  work,  their 
life,  be  blessed. 

To  all  who  contributed  to  the  gratifying  success  of  this 
Twenty-third  Session  we  tender  our  earnest  appreciation. 

D.  LEFKOWITZ, 
S.  SWARTZ, 

W.    LOWENBERG. 

E.  MANNHEIMER. 
E.  MARGOLIS, 

B.  SADLER, 
S.  COHEN, 
D.  KLEIN, 
L.  GROSS. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Thanks  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Rabbi  Fn'«l  lander— I  wish  to  submit  to  this  Conference,  on 
behalf  of  the  congregations  of  San  Francisco  and  my  own  con- 
gregation in  Oakland,  on  behalf  especially  of  Rabbi  Martin  A. 
Meyer  and  myself,  an  invitation  to  this  Conference  to  meet  in 
San  Francisco  in  1915.  Owing  to  the  distance  it  was  necessary 
to  extend  this  invitation  two  years  ahead  of  time  so  that  you 
would  have  it  in  mind.  AVe  went  so  far  as  to  speak  to  the 
various  officers  of  the  railroads,  and  they  have  promised  us  a 
considerable  reduction. 

The  kind  invitation  of  Rabbi  Friedlauder  to  the  Conference 
to  meet  in  San  Francisco  in  1915  was  received  with  thanks  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Rabbi  Stern  —  Since  the  Resolutions  have  been  passed  de- 
fining our  attitude  in  relation  to  the  Christian  Science  question, 
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and  we  are  all  anxious  that  this  movement  should  be  stopped 
and  that  further  inroad  should  be  prevented"  I  feel  that  the 
simple  passing  of  this  motion  is  not  all  that  ought  to  be  done 
and  that  we  cannot  stop  here.  How  can  we  let  the  people  know 
that  they  are  in  the  wrong?  I  feel  that  we  ought  to  commu- 
nicate to  all  the  Presidents  of  all  the  various  Jewish  congre- 
gations in  the  land  a  copy  of  this  Resolution,  to  use  his  own 
discretion  in  bringing  that  Resolution  to  the  notice  of  the  re- 
spective members  of  his  congregation. 

The  motion  to  send  copy  of  resolution  on  Attitude  of  Juda- 
ism to  Christian  Science  to  all  Jewish  congregations  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Rabbi  Julian  H.  Miller  expressed  the  thanks  of  his  Congre- 
gation for  the  stand  taken  by  the  Conference  in  its  attitude 
toward  Christian  Science. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  authorized  to  set  the  time 
and  appoint  the  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Conference. 

STATEMENT  BY  RABBI  C.  A.  RUBENSTEIN. 

Rabbi  Rubenstein—Tlie  Ladies '  Auxiliary  of  Har  Sinai 
Congregation  already  has  received  your  thanks  and  want  me 
to  express  their  appreciation.  My  wife  and  I  thank  you  for 
the  very  kind  resolutions  passed  this  morning  on  the  sickness 
of  my  child. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  was  presented 
by  Rabbi  Henry  Berkowitz,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

We,  the  undersigned  Committee  on  Nominations,  beg  to  iv- 
port  as  follows: 

For  Honorary  President,  Rabbi  KAUFMAN  KOHLER. 
For  President,  Rabbi  SAMUEL  SCHULMAN. 
For  Vice-President,  Rabbi  MOSES  J.  GRIES. 
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For  Treasurer,  Rabbi  LEO  M.  FRANKLIN. 

For  Recording  Secretary,  Rabbi  JULIAN  MORGENSTERN. 

For  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rabbi  SOLOMON  FOSTER. 

Executive  Committee : 

Rabbi  EDWARD  N.  CALISCH,  Rabbi  DAVID  MARX, 

Rabbi  HARRY  ETTELSON,  Rabbi  HARRY  H.  MAYER, 

Rabbi  MAURICE  H.  HARRIS,  Rabbi  DAVID  PHILIPSON, 

Rabbi  MAX  HELLER,  Rabbi  WILLIAM  ROSENAU, 

Rabbi  CHARLES  S.  LEVL,  Rabbi  TOBIAS  SCHANFARBER, 

Rabbi  JOSEPH  STOLZ. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.   BERKOWITZ,    Chairman, 
M.  C.  CURRICK, 
S.  DEINARD, 

J,    KORNFELD. 

C.  S.  LEVL, 
M.  LEFKOVITS, 
A.  LYONS, 
I.  MARCUSON, 
M.  SALZMAN, 
G.  ZEPIN, 
G.  SOLOMON. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Nominations  was  unanimously 
adopted.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  for 
the  gentlemen  named  in  the  report. 

Rabbi  Gries—It  is  the  custom,  before  closing  a  Conference, 
to  read  a  sketch  of  the  Minutes.  If  there  be  no  objection,  I 
shall  entertain  a  motion  that  the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

The  President  has  been  re-elected.  It  is  to  be  regretted  he 
is  not  here,  and  I  know  how  exceedingly  you  feel  the  loss  of  a 
closing  word,  and  while  it  would  be  a  great  privilege  for  me, 
I  shall  forbear,  as  lunch  is  waiting. 

The  closing  prayer  was  delivered  by  Rabbi  Kaufman  Kohler. 

Conference  adjourned  sine  die. 
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MESSAGE  OF  RABBI  SAMUEL  SCHULMAN,  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN 
RABBIS,  TO  THE  TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  CON- 
FERENCE, AT  BALTIMORE,  MD.,  APRIL  14,  1912. 

Colleagues  and  Friends: 

Only  nine  months  have  passed  since  we  last  met,  and  we  are 
again  assembled  for  our  Annual  Convention  in  this  hospitable 
city  of  Baltimore,  which  by  the  splendid  traditions  of  the  Jewish 
community  in  it,  must  prove  a  great  inspiration  to  all  of  us.  It 
was  a  happy  thought,  endorsed  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  Conference,  which  made  the  Executive  Committee  choose 
this  city  as  our  meeting  place.  Some  of  the  best  spirits  in 
American  Judaism  have  here  labored  and  prepared  the  way  for 
that  happy  union  in  mutual  sympathy  and  good  will,  which 
characterizes  the  Judaism  of  our  country  and  makes  it  our 
proud  heritage.  In  this  place  worked  David  Einhorn,  with  his 
Prophetic  eloquence  and  idealism,  with  his  courageous  proclama- 
tion of  the  fundamental  principles  of  progressive  Judaism,  and 
with  the  clear  and  firm  grasp  of  his  mind  upon  the  central  idea 
which  perpetuated  Judaism — that  of  Israel  as  a  Priest-people, 
serving  the  Eternal.  And  here,  too,  lived  and  worked  Benjamin 
Szold,  with  his  Prophetic  fervor,  with  his  Jewish  scholarship, 
with  his  reverence  for  tradition  and  with  an  enthusiasm  for  our 
holy  faith,  which  kept  him  young  until  the  last.  We  glory  in 
the  heritage,  which  both  have  left  us.  And  such  pride  in  the 
work  of  our  great  men,  whether  we  agree  with  everything  they 
taught  or  not,  is  a  feature  of  the  free,  progressive,  liberal,  and 
at  the  same  time,  universally  Jewish  character  of  American 
Judaism. 
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AMERICAN  JUDAISM. 

\V.-  trinry  in  this  name.  But  it  implies  for  us  nothing  ex- 
clusive or  provincial.  From  time  to  time,  mistaken  persons  feel 
impelled  to  criticise  this  phrase,  as  if  by  it,  we  meant  to  em- 
phasize provincial  vanity  and  detach  ourselves  from  the  great 
history  of  thirty-five  hundred  years,  of  which  we  are  a  part. 
Nothing  can  be  farther  from  the  truth.  Even  as,  when  the 
patriarch  on  his  death-bed,  according  to  the  Midrash,  was  wor- 
ried lest  there  be  division  and  strife  among  his  sons,  differing 
in  temperament  and  thought,  they  said  to  him,  "Hear,  0  Israel, 
even  as  the  unity  of  God  is  in  thy  heart,  so  are  we  united,  despite 
our  differences,  by  the  great  faith  in  the  unity  of  the  Eternal 
our  God, ' '  so  do  we  assert  that  there  is  only  one  Judaism  all  over 
the  world,  and  the  profession  of  the  sacred  unity  of  God  and  the 
martyred  service  of  His  people  unite  all  Jews  wherever  they  may 
be  found.  We  glory  in  that  heritage  and  seek  to  interpret  and 
adapt  it  to  the  actual  conditions  and  living  problems  of  our 
day.  To  pretend  to  misunderstand  our  position  is  either  done 
ignorantly  or  wilfully.  But  while  we  share  with  holy  joy  the 
great  heritage  and  realize  that  universal  Israel  is  greater  than 
any  part  of  it,  we  are  proud  of  the  name  American  Judaism, 
and  we  insist  upon  the  justification  of  its  emphasis.  Judaism 
being  a  living  thing  that  has  never  become  petrified  and  that  has 
always  remained  vitally  and  plastically  responsive  to  the  envi- 
ronment in  which  Providence,  for  the  time,  placed  it,  it  cannot 
but  be  that  the  Judaism  of  any  land  will  be  profoundly  in- 
fluenced by  the  spirit,  by  the  institutions,  by  the  political  and 
social  conditions  which  prevail  in  that  land.  Any  one 
acquainted  with  Jewish  history  will  recognize  that  this  state- 
ment is  a  truism.  It  makes  a  tremendous  difference  whether 
the  Synagogue  is  being  crushed  by  the  arms  of  the  destructive 
Russian  bear,  or  whether  it  is  being  inspired  and  protected  by 
the  contemplation  of  the  flight  of  the  majestic  American  eagle-. 
It  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world  to  the  Synagogue 
whether  it  is  still  forced  to  dwell  in  an  environment  of  medieval- 
ism or  whether  it  is  invigorated  and  its  best  resources  challenged 
— difficult,  though  worthy  problems  forced  upon  it,  by  an  envi- 
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ronment  of  human  freedom  and  of  perfect  opportunity  to  every 
religious  group  to  unfold  the  best  that  is  in  it.  Unquestionably, 
the  Synagogue  in  our  country,  will  have  to  shape  itself  differ- 
ently from  what  the  Synagogue  in  a  country  whose  atmosphere 
is  that  of  the  Middle  Ages  will  be  twisted  into  doing.  We  have 
no  apology,  therefore,  to  make  for  the  phrase  ''American  Juda- 
ism." The  founder  of  this  Conference,  Isaac  M.  Wise,  very  justly 
always  laid  stress  upon  the  characterization  of  the  work  of  the 
Synagogue,  implied  in  such  a  phrase,  and  the  whole  progressive 
movement  in  this  country,  of  which  our  Conference  is  one  of 
the  most  important  crystallizations,  has  shared  in  his  enthusiasm 
on  this  matter.  American  Judaism  is  part  of  universal  Israel, 
and  it  is  contributing  no  small  share,  as  is  being  recognized  on 
all  sides,  to  the  preservation  and  growth  of  the  religion  of 
Israel. 

WORK  AND  GROWTH. 

Though  it  is  only  nine  months  since  the  last  President's 
address,  much  can  be  noted  of  continued  work  and  growth.  We 
are  happy  to  state  that  our  membership  has  increased.  Those 
who  have  left  us  have  returned  and  have  been  cordially  wel- 
comed, and  new  members  have  joined  our  body.  The  sale  of 
our  publications  has  steadily  increased,  and  the  Union  Prayer 
Book,  the  creation  of  this  Conference,  has  been  adopted  since  our 
last  yearly  report,  by  seven  Congregations,  scattered  from  New 
York  City  to  California.  One  of  these  Congregations,  is  thai 
of  Kingston,  Jamaica.  I  am  informed  that  this  is  the  first 
Congregation  outside  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  that  has 
introduced  our  Prayer  Book.  We  certainly  do  not  mention  this 
because  of  its  material  aspect,  but  rather  because  of  the  growth 
of  confidence  in  the  worth  and  in  the  loyalty  of  American  Juda- 
ism, as  expressed  in  the  liturgy  of  our  Prayer  Book. 

TRIUMPH  OF  REFORM  PRINCIPLES. 

And  indeed,  the  short  interval  since  our  last  meeting  has 
been  crowded  with  striking  events,  which  indicate  the  trend  of 
American  Judaism.  We  have  witnessed,  in  a  remarkable  way. 
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the  triumph  of  the  modern  spirit  against  any  attempt,  however 
made,  at  reaction.  It  has  been  proved  to  all  who  are  open  to 
the  truth  that  it  is  impossible  to  take  any  congregation  that  has 
at  all  been  touched  by  any  aspect  of  the  modern  spirit,  that 
has  at  all  given  expression  to  any  feeling  for  the  need  of  some 
reform  in  the  Synagogue,  and  lead  it  back  to  an  attitude  of  rigid 
and  unyielding  traditionalism.  And  whatever  may  be  said  of  the 
imperviousness,  as  yet,  of  certain  congregations,  to  the  demands 
of  the  new  generation  for  reform  in  the  service  and  in  the  con- 
gregational life,  any  congregation  that  has  once  been  influenced 
in  some  measure  by  the  spirit  of  progress,  will  remain  com- 
mitted to  it.  And  any  ministry  that  should  attempt  artificially 
to  turn  such  congregation  backwards,  is  bound  to  be  a  failure. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  an  American  atmosphere.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  had  an  equally  striking  illustration  of  the  deep- 
ening of  the  Jewish  sentiment  in  American  Reform  congrega- 
tions. One  of  the  most  radical  congregations  in  the  land,  as 
I  am  informed,  has  through  the  influence  of  its  great  leader, 
restored  to  the  sanctuary  the  Ark  and  the  Scroll,  glorious 
symbols  of  the  presence  in  the  Synagogue  of  a  greater  than  man,, 
sacred  reminders  of  the  Covenant  between  Israel  and  God,  of 
the  majesty  and  authority  of  His  Law.  Such  an  event  is  of  no 
small  significance.  It  means  that  the  Jewish  consciousness  in 
America  is  feeling  that  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  the  Syna- 
gogue cannot  go  in  modernization  of  forms  and  in  divesting 
Jewish  worship  of  Jewish  individuality.  And  I  know  of  no 
finer  manifestation  of  moral  courage  than  that  which  makes  a 
great  leader  thus  publicly  admit  an  error  and  bring  that  tribute 
of  his  heart,  which  no  one  ever  doubted,  to  the  sentiment  of 
American  Israel.  From  another  point  of  view,  we  have  in 
an  opposite  direction,  witnessed  the  disastrous  results  of  color- 
lessness  in  Jewish  preaching,  and  we  have  seen  the  elimination 
from  the  Jewish  pulpit  of  one  who  for  many  years  had  been 
drifting  away  from  the  fundamentals  of  Judaism  and  had  been 
undermining  Jewish  individuality.  At  last,  the  fruit  appeared 
over-ripe,  as  the  result  of  the  seed  he  had  been  sowing,  and  he 
finds  himself  to-day  outside  of  the  American  Synagogue.  There 
is  room  in  this  country  for  any  earnest  man  with  an  earnest 
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message,  speaking  out  of  honest  conviction.  But  there  is  no 
room  in  the  Synagogue  for  those  who  drift,  and  themselves 
become  the  compassless  leaders  of  the  drifting.  Such  leadership 
that  has  lost  Jewishness  in  thought  and  that  has  departed  from 
Jewish  ideals,  the  Synagogue  can  afford  not  only  to  lose  but  it 
will  always  instinctively  reject  and  eliminate. 


CO-OPERATION  OF  REFORM  WITH  OTHER  RELIGIOUS  BODIES. 

The  triumph  of  modern  ideas  in  the  Synagogue  should  fill  us 
with  that  feeling  of  confidence  and  strength  that  shall  enable  us 
gladly  to  co-operate  with  any  other  religious  organization  or 
party  within  Judaism.  The  past  is  safe  and  its  seed  is  inde- 
structible. While  Reform  is  victorious  all  along  the  line,  be- 
cause it  is  an  expression  of  the  modern  spirit,  which  has  touched 
all  parties,  and  it  is  only  a  question  of  degrees  in  the  embodiment 
of  that  spirit;  while  congregational  autonomy  has  carried  the 
victory  as  against  unbending  tradition  and  legal  code,  we  must, 
by  no  means,  rest  on  our  laurels  and  be  content  with  such  triumpli 
and  glory  in  the  external  reforms  brought  about.  We  have  in- 
deed, reached  the  constructive  period,  and  we  must  feel  the  want 
of  genuine,  inner,  moral  and  religious  reform.  When  we  con- 
sider the  large  mass  of  indifference  to  Jewish  life,  which  is 
embodied  in  the  materialism  and  sensuality  and  commonplace- 
ness  at  one  end  of  the  social  ladder,  where  we  see  hundreds  of 
individuals,  living  lives  unquickened  by  religious  sentiment  and 
without  enthusiasm  for  any  ideals,  and,  when  at  the  other  end  of 
the  social  ladder,  we  witness  the  growth  of  a  generation  which, 
while  out  of  tune  with  the  Orthodoxy,  which  their  fathers 
brought  from  across  the  seas,  and  while  being  driven  by  social 
and  economic  conditions,  have  drifted  away  from  the  influence  of 
the  great  moral  and  religious  ideas  of  Judaism ;  when  we  let 
our  eyes  sweep  over  the  whole  of  American  Israel,  especially  in 
large  cities,  and  become  aware  of  many  ugly  realities,  and  when 
we  behold  often  a  degeneration  of  the  character  of  the  Jew 
and  a  general  lowering  of  the  tone  of  Jewish  life,  the  great 
demand  of  the  times  that  should  stir  our  hearts  is  that  of  moral 
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and  spiritual  education  of  the  masses  of  our  people,  the  inculca- 
tion of  moral  responsibility  and  religious  regeneration.  We  can- 
not be  altogether  satisfied,  we  must  not  lull  ourselves  to  sleep 
in  the  complacent  contemplation  of  the  external  triumphs  of 
Reform.  In  the  presence  of  such  vital  problems,  we  must  feel 
our  solidarity  and  responsibility  for  the  whole  of  Israel;  and 
while  not  sacrificing  one  iota  of  conviction,  we  ourselves  should 
not  unduly  glorify  the  value  of  our  forms,  but  recognizing  the 
superiority  of  idea  to  form,  which  is  one  of  the  principles  of 
progressive  Judaism,  we  should  be  willing  to  co-operate  with 
other  Jewish  religious  organizations  for  the  releasing  of  vital 
forces,  where  they  lie  dormant  in  Jewish  hearts  and  for  the 
strengthening  of  Judaism  in  the  land.  I  know  that  the  liberals 
have  always  been  willing  to  do  this  work  of  co-operation.  It  is 
a  fact  of  which  we  are  proud  that  the  members  of  our  Confer- 
ence spend  themselves  freely  in  all  work  where  they  are  called 
upon  to  reach  the  masses.  We  do  not  excommunicate  any  from 
Judaism  because  they  are  traditionalists,  exclusively,  and  do 
not  see  eye  to  eye  with  us  in  the  solution  of  our  problems.  And 
conversely,  we  have  always  felt  that  in  taking  forward  steps, 
we  have  been  taking  them  for  all  Israel.  Sometimes,  it  was  our 
reform  that  made  us  look  heretical  in  the  eyes  of  others.  But. 
unless  I  mistake  the  signs  of  the  times  altogether,  a  liberalizing 
tendency  is  in  the  air.  Men  are  beginning  to  ,feel  that  there 
are  to-day  greater  issues  than  questions  of  the  form  of  worship. 
The  cry  is  to  save  our  Jewish  youth  for  their  great  moral  and 
spiritual  heritage,  which  is  the  salt  of  their  lives  and  which  will 
protect  them  from  materialism  and  corruption.  Wherever  possi- 
ble, therefore,  we  should  take  the  initiative  and  lend  co-opera- 
tion towards  the  building  up  of  any  form  of  Judaism  wlricl' 
makes  for  religious  deepening  and  for  ethical  insight  and  in- 
fluence. We  should  always  be  willing  to  work  together  with 
other  religious  organizations  for  great  purposes.  A  committee 
might  be  created  for  the  special  purpose  of  devising  plans  on 
co-operation  with  other  Jewish  religious  organizations  for  the 
strengthening  of  Judaism.  And  this  would  be  again  a  triumph 
of  the  beautiful  sentiment  of  our  sages  who  said  that  ' '  the  disci- 
ples of  the  wise  increase  the  peace  of  the  land." 
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RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION. 

As  an  earnest  endeavor  of  our  readiness  to  recognize  larger 
responsibilities,  we  should  give  serious  thought  to  the  deepening 
of  our  view  of  Jewish  education.  We  should  encourage  our  con- 
gregations to  make  better  provision  for  the  instruction  of  our 
youth.  We  should  not  depart  from  certain  methods,  which 
experience  has  proved  valuable  for  the  instruction  of  American 
Jewish  youth  in  the  history  and  principles  of  Judaism.  But  we 
should  add  to  them.  The  teaching  of  ethics  and  religion  and  his- 
tory must  be  given  in  the  vernacular.  The  content  of  our  faith 
must  be  communicated  to  our  children  in  the  language  in  daily 
use.  There  must  not  be  permitted  to  arise  in  their  minds  any 
chasm  between  their  American  consciousness  and  their  Jewish 
consciousness.  Even  as  all  modern  peoples  have  been  trans- 
mitting their  religious  ideas  in  their  national  language,  so  must 
Judaism  as  a  universal  religion  be  taught  to  our  American 
Jewish  children  in  the  language  of  our  beloved  land.  Hebraism 
as  such,  is  not  necessarily  Judaism,  as  any  one  that  reads  some 
of  the  latest  productions  in  Hebrew  poetry  can  easily  see.  Any 
method,  therefore,  which  looking  upon  Hebrew  as  a  living 
language,  uses  it  as  an  exclusive  means  for  communicating  the 
content  of  Jewish  instruction  and  teaches  the  language  itself 
as  a  living  one,  for  purposes  of  conversation,  must  necessarily 
produce  in  the  mind  of  the  child  a  feeling  of  alienism.  It  is 
true,  it  will  not  succeed  in  the  long  run.  Such  alienism  will  be 
swept  away  by  the  freedom  of  intercourse  and  the  use  of  the 
English  language,  between  the  child  and  its  non-Jewish  school- 
mates and  playmates.  But  at  the  same  time,  the  spirit  is 
wrong  and  the  results  must  be  bad.  And  in  the  end,  the  child 
may  know  less  Hebrew  than  it  would  have  acquired  by  the  older 
method.  We  do  not  want  a  nationalistic  Hebraism  to  be  the 
basis  of  American  Jewish  education.  On  the  other  hand,  let 
me  make  as  strong  a  plea  as  T  possibly  can  for  the  return  to  the 
instruction  in  Hebrew  in  our  religious  schools.  Our  religious 
education  will  be  deepened  and  enlarged  by  an  increased  demand 
for  the  valuation  of  Hebrew  as  a  classical  language,  whose  great- 
est spokesmen,  the  Hebrew  Prophets  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
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influenced  modern  civilization  and  life  more  than  the  orations 
of  the  Roman  lawyer  and  politician  Cicero  and  the  doctrinesT»f 
fate  and  destiny  in  the  dramas  of  Sophocles  and  yEschylus. 
If  we  would  not  abolish  the  gentile  classics  from  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, we  ought  all  the  more,  as  Jews,  insist  upon  the  valuation  of 
Hebrew  as  an  indispensable  element  to  culture,  and  thus  take  the 
road  of  the  intellect  to  bring  back  to  cultured  men  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  Bible  for  the  moral  consciousness  of  the  modern 
man,  for  which  he  is  very  much  in  danger,  as  is  evidenced  from 
many  reports  on  all  sides  of  losing  all  sense.  In  Judaism  \\v 
have  always  insisted  that  ignorance  is  no  proof  of  piety.  We 
certainly  cannot  regard  our  conditions  as  ideal,  when  we  con- 
sider that  the  knowledge  of  the  Bible  is  more  and  more  dying 
out  in  our  people.  I  make  a  plea,  and  an  earnest  one,  for  the 
return  to  the  study  of  the  Jewish  classics  in  the  original  and 
that  Hebrew  be  recognized  by  us  as  indispensably  valuable 
for  the  penetration  to  the  spirit  of  Jewish  culture  and  Jewish 
religion,  in  a  word,  to  the  sanctuary  of  our  immortal  literature. 
Not  at  all,  as  a  national  language,  but  as  a  language  of  religious 
culture,  should  our  Jewish  children  learn  it. 

C<MH'KK.\TIOX    WITH    THE    U.    A.    H.    C. 

While  we  thus  take  a  large  view  of  co-operation,  we  must 
specially  call  attention  to  the  co-operation  with  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations,  of  which  the  Committee  will 
report,  but  which  is  only  a  small  beginning.  A  splendid  field 
is  offered  to  the  U.  A.  H.  C.  in  the  large  cities  for  the  founding 
of  schools,  which  shall  be  excellent  types  of  American  Jewish 
education  as  we  would  like  to  see  it  develop  in  this  land.  And 
it  seems  to  me  that  such  work  is  even  more  urgent  than  so- 
called  people's  Synagogues.  Around  the  school,  as  a  nucleus, 
will  naturally  grow  up  the  Synagogue.  In  this  connection,  I 
must  call  attention  to  the  successful  planting,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  through  its 
Department  of  Synagogue  Extension,  of  a  progressive  congrega- 
tion, presided  over  by  an  able  Rabbi  in  the  Bronx  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  Those  members  of  the  Conference  who  have 
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preached  before  this  new  Synagogue,  have  convinced  themselves 
tha*t  many  of  the  elements  in  American  Jewry,  hitherto  assumed 
to  be  irrevocably  opposed  to  our  ideas,  are  ready  to  respond  to 
the  message  of  progressive  Judaism  and  appreciate  its  great 
power  for  the  up-building  of  American  Israel.  I  would  advise 
enlarging  the  Committee  on  Co-operation  with  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Congregations,  so  that  a  still  more  intimate 
and  fruitful  co-operation  might  be  brought  about. 

THE  AMERICAN  PASSPORT  IN  THE  HANDS  OF  A  JEW. 

Under  the  subject  of  co-operation,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  call  attention  to  the  splendid  response  which  your  Committee 
on  Co-operation  in  Emergencies  gave,  to  the  request  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  to  take  part  in  the  great  work  of 
arousing  public  opinion  upon  a  fundamental  American  question 
that  was  before  the  public  since  our  last  meeting.  This  work 
was  magnificently  done  by  the  members  of  our  Conference  all 
over  the  land.  And  we  certainly  contributed  no  small  share  to 
the  victory  of  influencing  public  opinion.  As  the  religious 
leaders  of  the  Synagogue,  we  naturally  take  this  opportunity 
to  congratulate  the  National  Goverment,  Congress  and  the  Presi- 
dent, and  through  them,  the  American  people  upon  the  clear  and 
unmistakable  enunciation  of  the  principle  that  the  United  States 
cannot  and  will  not  allow  any  discrimination  to  be  made  by  any 
government  in  American  citizenship,  because  of  distinctions  of 
race  or  creed.  We  congratulate  them  upon  the  act,  which  is 
now  history,  which  was  a  splendid  example  of  American  ideal- 
ism, and  which  told  the  Russian  government  that  the  United 
States  expected  every  government  to  honor  an  American  pass- 
port in  the  hands  of  any  American  citizen,  irrespective  of  race  or 
creed.  The  honor  of  the  nation  is  indeed  attacked  when  an 
American  passport  is  not  honored  because  its  holder  belongs  to 
a  race  or  creed  discriminated  against  in  the  land  which  refuses 
to  recognize  such  passport.  We  congratulate  the  American 
people  that  they  have  so  clearly  spoken  through  Congress  that 
in  our  dearly  beloved  land  no  such  distinctions  will,  for  one 
moment,  be  tolerated,  that  the  American  passport  is  a  protection 
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to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  entitles  them,  whether 
Jew,  Protestant,  Catholic,  white  or  black,  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  accorded  by  such  passport. 

BIBLE  TRANSLATION. 

That  co-operation  with  other  bodies  may  be  most  fruitful  and 
effective,  is  proved  by  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Editors  of  the 
New  Bible  Translation,  jointly  carried  on  by  the  Jewish  Publi- 
cation Society  and  by  our  Conference,  whose  representatives  on 
it  are  your  President,  your  ex-President,  Dr.  David  Philipson 
and  your  Honorary  President,  Dr.  Kaufmann  Kohler.  The 
work  for  the  last  few  years  has  been  carried  on  in  a  beautiful 
spirit,  with  the  exclusive  consideration  for  the  truth  as  scholar- 
ship can  discover  it,  and  with  a  feeling  of  brotherly  love,  which 
is  of  significance,  not  only  for  the  special  enterprise  in  hand,  but 
is  illustrative  of  the  great  possibilities,  of  the  harmonious  co- 
operation of  the  various  parties  in  American  Judaism  for  great 
common  purposes.  The  Board  of  Editors  is  now  engaged  in 
editing  the  translation  of  the  Book  of  Psalms  and  hopes,  God 
willing,  to  complete  its  work  in  about  two  and  a  half  years. 

THE  SYNAGOGUE  AND  SOCIAL  JUSTICE. 

The  Synagogue  should  be  an  active  leader  and  a  progressive 
moral  force  in  the  country.  It  should  seek  to  combine  the  fear- 
lessness of  the  Prophets  with  the  strict  justice  of  the  judge.  The 
modern  Rabbi  should  hark  back  to  both  traditions,  which  were 
so  beautifully  embodied  in  the  office  of  Rabbi,  for  many  cen- 
turies. The  Synagogue,  through  its  leaders,  should  inspire  pro- 
gressive social  legislation,  which  shall  protect  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  land  against  exploitation,  against  untoward 
conditions,  and  which  shall,  by  protecting  the  national  resource 
in  the  life  of  the  child,  keep  it  out  of  the  workshop  as  long  as 
possible,  and  which  shall  give  the  adult  the  greatest  equitable 
opportunity  for  unfoldment  and  the  obtaining  of  just  reward  for 
service.  At  the  same  time,  the  Synagogue  should,  by  its  thought 
and  the  conduct  of  its  leaders,  make  a  reputation  in  the  land 
for  strict  impartiality  and  love  of  right.  Our  country  is  to-day 
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threatened  by  the  growth  of  a  class-spirit  and  the  diminution 
of  interest  in  justice  as  such.  The  nation  is  threatened  with 
being  divided  into  camps.  In  large  cities,  it  often  happens  thai 
the  industrial  conflict  is  between  parties,  both  of  whom  belong- 
to  the  Synagogue  and  recognize,  whether  consciously  or  implic- 
itly, its  religious  influence.  What  greater  "Kiddush  Hashem," 
what  greater  exaltation  of  the  religion  could  there  be  than  for 
the  Rabbis  so  to  act,  with  courage  and  uprightness,  as  to  win 
the  confidence  of  both  laborer  and  employer,  and  be  the  makers 
of  peace — but  of  a  peace  that  is  the  only  enduring  one — the 
effect  of  "righteousness."  I  recommend  that  the  name  of  the 
Committee  011  Synagogue  and  Labor  be  changed  to  that  of 
"Synagogue  and  Social  Justice,"  that  its  membership  be  en- 
larged, that  it  be  understood  that  it  is  the  Committee's  duty 
to  be  ever  on  the  lookout  for  an  opportunity  to  improve  the 
conditions  of  life  for  the  masses  of  our  brethren,  to  make  for 
justice  and  humanity  in  industrial  relations  and  to  be  ready 
to  co-operate  with  all  other  national  bodies  or  any  other  agencies 
that  are  engaged  in  the  task  of  social  reform,  of  interpreting 
the  awakened  social  conscience  and  at  the  same  time  of  vin- 
dicating those  moral  ideas  of  righteousness  and  justice,  which 
are  greater  even  than  the  material  interests  of  men.  As  a 
national  body,  we  should  find  ways  to  inform  others  that  we 
have  such  a  standing  committee.  The  most  effective  work  can 
be  done  always  by  regularly  constituted  organizations. 

MARRIAGE  AND  DIVORCE. 

If  the  Synagogue  has  a  mission,  it  cannot  show  this  merely 
by  living  in  the  midst  of  non- Jewish  majorities  and  liberally  and 
progressively  adapting  itself  to  environment,  and  thus  proving 
negatively  its  wonderful  vital  and  plastic  power,  but  positively 
it  must  seek  to  influence  the  environment  of  the  larger  national 
life  by  its  own  moral  views  and  religious  ideals.  One  of  the 
most  important  questions  before  the  American  people  to-day,  is 
that  of  marriage  and  divorce.  One  of  the  most  serious  prob- 
lems is  that  of  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  and  purity  and 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice  of  the  home,  the  family  life,  the  corner- 
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stone  of  our  civilization.  We  have  devoted  papers  and  dis- 
cussions to  the  questions  of  marriage  and  divorce.  There  are 
two  extreme  views  with  respect  to  divorce  in  the  American  world 
to-day.  One  is  that  no  divorce,  under  any  circumstances,  should 
be  given.  And  another  makes  divorce  very  easy,  and  thus  we 
have  a  conflict  of  legislation  in  the  various  states.  The  Syna- 
gogue ought  to  take  stock  of  its  own  traditions — on  the  one 
hand  of  its  recognition  of  the  indispensableness,  in  certain 
cases,  of  the  possibility  of  divorce  for  the  moral  life  of  the 
nation — and  on  the  other  hand,  of  its  beautiful  sentiment  that 
inspired  the  Haggadah  when  it  says  that  ''the  altar  weeps 
when  two  hearts  are  dis-tmited  by  divorce,"  thus  bringing  out 
that  sanity  and  restraint  which  made,  on  the  whole,  for  the 
happiness  and  virtue  of  Jewish  homes.  The  Synagogue  ought 
also  to  encourage  the  State,  in  accordance  with  Jewish  tradition, 
to  legislate  forbidding  persons  with  certain  diseases  to  enter  the 
marriage  relation,  so  that  a  certificate  of  health,  in  certain  cases, 
would  be  implied  in  the  license  for  marriage,  offered  to  the 
Rabbi  or  the  representative  of  any  other  Church. 

» 

JUDAISM  's  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE. 

Conscious  of  its  liberality,  and  at  the  same  time,  of  its  duty, 
the  Synagogue  should  watch  jealously  any  possible  undermining 
of  its  integrity  from  within.  If,  as  rumor  has  it,  Jews  like 
others,  are  being  influenced  by  the  teachings  of  a  denomination 
called  the  Church  of  Christian  Science,  it  becomes  our  duty  to 
investigate  to  what  degree  this  is  so.  And  for  such  purpose, 
we  have  assigned  papers  and  discussions  on  this  theme.  With 
any  particular  individual,  who  through  mental  distress  or  physi- 
cal suffering,  seeks  what  he  considers  remedies  that  are  offered 
him  by  the  practice  of  such  a  Church,  we  should  deal  most  ten- 
derly. We  should  not  estrange  the  brother.  Heresy  trials  are 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Judaism.  But  on  the  other  hand,  when, 
as  rumor  has  it,  Jews  formally  enroll  themselves  as  members  of 
Christian  Science  Churches  and  presumably  subscribe  to  the 
tenets  of  Christian  Science,  some  of  which  are  opposed  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  Judaism,  and  when  even  officers  of 


254  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

Jewish  congregations  find  no  inconsistency  between  membership 
in  the  Synagogue  and  formal  membership  in  the  Christian 
Science  Church,  such  persons  should  be  told  that  such  double 
allegiance  is  impossible,  that  membership  in  the  Synagogue  is 
incompatible  with  formal  membership  in  a  Christian  Science 
Church,  even  as  such  membership  would  be  incompatible  with 
membership  in  any  other  Christian  denomination.  Such  mix- 
tures or  ' '  shatnez, ' J  we  cannot  brook  with  impunity.  They  make 
for  internal  disintegration.  We  respect  the  sincere  manifesta- 
tion of  the  religious  sentiment  of  man.  We  revere  any  sincerely 
held  faith.  We  believe  that  all  men  are  children  of  God  and 
in  some  way  are  doing  God's  work.  But  if  we  are  to  maintain 
distinctions  because  of  sacred  convictions,  we  must  have  the 
courage  to  maintain  them  and  guard  the  sacred  heritage  of  the 
religion  of  Israel.  No  uncertain  note  should  go  forth  from  this 
body.  We  should  make  clear  by  resolution,  the  impossibility  of 
such  two-fold  membership  in  the  Synagogue  and  in  a  Church. 
While  the  Jew  becomes  a  member  of  the  Synagogue  by  birth  and 
remains  potentially  a  member  of  it,  though  he  may  not  formally 
become  affiliated  with  any  particular  congregation,  and  while 
he  remains  a  Jew,  as  long  as  he  does  not  formally  adopt  any 
other  religion;  he  must  be  considered  as  ceasing  to  be  a  Jew, 
if  he  takes  any  step  which  formally  puts  him  out  of  the  Syna- 
gogue. A  Christian  Science  Church  is  in  our  view,  one  of  the 
denominations  of  Christendom.  And  a  Jew  breaks  with  his 
Judaism  by  accepting  formal  membership  in  it.  Such  a  resolu- 
tion going  out  from  us  will  strengthen  the  hand  of  any  colleague, 
who  may  have  in  his  community  a  great  test  offered  to  his  moral 
courage,  in  vindicating  the  integrity  of  Judaism  against  sur- 
reptitious attacks  from  within.  But  we  ought  to  do  more  of 
constructive  work.  We  ought  to  realize  why  some  of  our 
people  have  been  led  astray.  We  ought  to  insist  upon  the  emo- 
tional and  mystic  value  of  Judaism.  The  Synagogue  was 
always  many-sided.  It  had  a  complete  message  for  the  many- 
sided  needs  of  human  nature.  The  Synagogue  always  per- 
formed the  Priestly  function.  It  had  the  Thorah.  It  ex- 
pounded the  tradition.  It  stood  for  learning.  It  appealed  to 
the  intellect.  It  performed  the  Prophetic  function,  voiced  the 
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living  conscience  of  men,  made  for  moral  progress  and  was 
the  great  ethical  rejuvenator.  And  it  always  performed  the 
mystic  function,  inasmuch  as  it  brought  God  into  life  and  made 
man  feel  the  divine  significance  of  daily  living.  It  valued 
prayer.  Prayer,  as  a  brilliant  American  thinker  has  it,  is  "re- 
ligion in  act."  Or,  better,  as  our  sages  say,  it  is  the  "service 
of  the  heart."  It  should  be  our  duty  to  make  prayer  again  a 
power  in  the  lives  of  our  people,  by  bringing  home  to  them  the 
emotional  and  mystic  side  of  Jewish  experience. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

And  so  we  congratulate  the  Conference  upon  the  completion 
of  the  excellent  work  of  its  Committee  on  Personal  Prayers,  the 
volume  of  which  is  now  ready  for  distribution.  Let  us  hope  that 
this  little  volume  will  bring  again  into  the  lives  of  our  people, 
the  habit  of  praying,  even  as  our  new  Hymnal,  which,  as  texts, 
lies  in  manuscript  before  you,  a  faithful  piece  of  work  of  the 
Committee  on  Synagogal  Music — will  bring  again  the  love  of 
singing  to  our  congregations.  Our  public  worship  has  been  bene- 
fited by  the  Union  Prai/<  r  Book,  which  is  being  adopted  by  new 
congregations  all  the  time.  It  is  an  honest  and  adequate  ex- 
pression of  the  religious  consciousness  of  the  congregations  that 
use  it.  It  voices  well  the  convictions  and  needs  of  the  modern 
Jew.  What  in  his  heart  he  wishes  not  to  pray  for,  he  cannot, 
because  of  tradition,  pretend  to  ask  with  the  lips.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  universal  Jewishness  of  our  Prayer  Book  is  visible  at 
a  glance,  despite  its  departure  from  tradition.  Any  Jew,  from 
any  part  of  the  world,  will  recognize  this,  even  if  he  does  not 
know  the  English.  It  contains  the  substance  of  the  classic 
Jewish  liturgy,  and  at  the  same  time,  it  expresses  honest  de- 
parture according  to  honest  conviction.  It  therefore  means 
honest,  growth.  I  think,  however,  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  the 
beginning  of  a  revision  of  the  English  of  our  Union  Prayer 
Book.  Many  of  us  must  have  felt  the  need  of  this  after  many 
years  of  experience.  The  plates  for  the  printing  of  our  book 
will  soon  have  to  be  renewed  and  when  a  new  Prayer  Book  is  to 
be  printed  from  new  plates,  then  improvements  in  the  English 
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which  should  be  found  necessary,  ought  to  be  embodied  in  it. 
Care  could,  of  course,  be  taken  that  the  pages  of  the  new  book 
correspond  with  those  of  the  old,  so  that  prayer  books  now  in 
use,  could  with  convenience  be  retained.  The  aim  should  be  the 
obtaining  of  a  simple  terse  English  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
phrase  of  the  Bible.  Paraphrases  in  the  translation  from 
Hebrew  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible.  Co-operation 
for  the  purpose  of  harmonization  of  the  English  text  of  our 
Prayer  Book  with  the  text  of  the  new  English  Bible  to  be  used 
in  our  synagogues  and  homes,  could  be  had  by  arrangement  with 
the  Board  of  Editors  of  the  New  Bible  Translation.  I  urgently 
recommend  the  formation  of  a  committee  on  revision  of  the 
English  text  of  the  Union  Prayer  Book,  which  should  go  to  work 
immediately. 

The  Committee  on  Elaboration  of  a  Systematic  Theology  will 
report  to  you  its  receipt  of  responses  from  many  invited  writers, 
which  promises  to  insure  the  issuing  by  this  Conference,  within 
a  few  years,  of  a  Volume  of  Theological  Essays,  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Conference  at  the  convention  in  Frank- 
fort, Michigan,  and  renewed  at  the  convention  in  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota. 

COMMITTEES. 

While  I  have  suggested  the  recasting  of  old  committees  and 
the  creation  of  new  ones,  I  must  also  urge  that  when  committees 
show  no  results,  after  a  few  years  existence,  they  should  be  dis- 
continued. This  is  not  necessarily  always  a  reflection  on  such 
relatively  inactive  or  unproductive  committees;  for  all  commit- 
tees begin  as  experiments  with  an  idea,  and  it  may  happen  that 
the  idea  has  not  proved  fruitful.  Therefore,  such  fruitlessness 
should  be  acknowledged.  For,  aside  from  the  fact  that  nominal 
committees  are  unworthy  of  us,  they  necessitate  an  unnecessary- 
expense,  and  the  resources  of  the  Conference  are  limited. 

HELPING  ENTERPRISES  IN  OTHER  LANDS. 

While  our  work  is  mainly  limited  to  American  Judaism,  and 
we  glory  in  the  name,  yet  should  we,  wherever  possible,  empha- 
size our  sympathy  and  co-operation  with  all  great  enterprises  in 
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any  part  of  the  world  that  have  the  welfare  of  Israel  and  the 
upbuilding  of  Judaism  at  heart.  For  all  Israelites  are  responsi- 
ble one  for  the  other.  And  any  enterprise  anywhere,  that  makes 
for  the  culture  and  industrial  efficiency,  the  physical  and  mental 
liberation  and  the  up-building  of  the  moral  life  and  the  Jewish 
spirit,  should  receive  our  cordial  support  and  we  should  be  ready 
to  co-operate  with  all  parties  in  Judaism  in  giving  this  support. 
American  Judaism  is  not  narrow.  It  is  large  of  mind  and  uni- 
versally Jewish  in  its  interests,  as  the  provision  for  a  paper  on 
"The  Interest  of  American  Jewry  in  the  Judaism  of  Distant 
Lands"  proves.  Conscious  of  the  value  of  our  own  work,  we  can 
appreciate  the  good  work  of  the  brother  who  may  differ  from  us. 
We  need  not  subscribe  to  his  philosophy,  if  it  contradicts  our 
principles.  But  it  was  certainly  a  great  joy  to  all  of  us  to  note 
that  many  American  Rabbis,  members  of  this  Conference,  were 
helpful  to  the  recent  visitor  to  our  country  on  behalf  of  Jewish 
education  in  Palestine.  Our  watchword  should  be :  We  stand 
manfully  for  the  American  Judaism  as  we  believe  in  it,  and  at 
the  same  time,  nothing  Jewish  the  world  over,  is  alien  to  our 
hearts. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

In  the  words  of  the  ancient  King,  looking  over  the  past,  we 
say,  "the  living,  the  living,  thank  Thee,  0  God,"  as  we  do  to- 
day, for  what  we  enjoy  and  possess  for  our  struggles  and  for  our 
achievements.  But  the  living  honors  himself  by  the  tender 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  dead.  From  our  ranks  we  have 
lost  one  member,  Rabbi  Jacob  Jacobson  of  Chicago.  He  was 
born  in  Schleswig-Holstein,  did  his  patriotic  duty  to  his  country, 
and  after  emigrating  to  this  land,  officiated  as  Rabbi  for  forty 
years  in  Washington,  Atlanta,  Natchez,  and  finally  in  the  Zion 
Congregation  of  Chicago.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age  of  three- 
score and  ten  and  performed  his  Rabbinical  functions  with  learn- 
ing, with  dignity,  with  faithfulness  and  independence.  He  was 
a  man  of  genial,  cordial  disposition.  And  when  retired  from 
the  active  ministry,  on  account  of  failing  health,  his  unselfish 
enthusiasm  for  the  cause,  made  him  persist  in  giving  some  ser- 
vice. He  visited  communal  institutions  and  conducted  services 
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for  prisoners.  In  a  word,  unto  the  last,  he  was  faithful  to  his 
calling.  May  his  memory  be  a  blessing  to  his  own  dear  ones  and 
may  we  cherish  it  as  that  of  a  loyal  servant  of  the  Lord. 

Though  not  from  our  ranks,  we  note  with  sorrow,  the  pass- 
ing away  from  American  Judaism  into  eternal  life  of  Rabbi 
Maurice  Fluegel,  a  man  who  devoted  his  whole  life  to  scholarly 
research  and  received  the  encomiums  of  respected  authorities. 
He  was  a  fine  type  of  the  man  who  labored  for  the  Thorah  Lish- 
mah,  a  scholar,  with  a  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  devotion.  Of 
Rabbi  Henry  Hochheimer,  the  Dean  of  the  American  Rabbinate, 
who  lived  to  the  age  of  92  and  devoted  his  whole  life  to  Judaism, 
and  whose  personality  was  a  beloved  figure  during  his  min- 
isterial career  in  the  city  which  is  our  host. 

We  have  thought  it  proper  to  set  aside  special  addresses  to 
be  given  in  honor  of  three  men,  two  of  whom  passed  away  since 
we  last  met,  and  one,  the  centenary  of  whose  birthday  was  re- 
cently celebrated.  The  men  whose  privilege  it  will  be  to  speak 
of  their  merits  and  services,  will  do  justice  to  the  memories  of 
-the  great  leader  of  English  Jewry,  the  late  Chief-Rabbi  Hermann 
Adler,  who,  by  his  dignity,  wisdom,  culture  and  great  adminis- 
trative ability,  represented  English  Jewry  before  the  world,  with 
a  unique  distinction.  Of  our  own  Liebman  Adler,  the  gentle 
Priest,  the  man  of  the  people,  who  planted  in  the  great  city  of 
Chicago,  by  many  years  of  service,  the  olden  and  undying  virtues 
of  Jewish  piety,  love  of  learning,  genuine  charity  and  love  of 
humanity.  Of  our  colleague  and  friend,  Heineman  Vogelstein. 
the  man  whose  death,  during  the  last  year,  deprived  German 
Judaism  of  efficient  leadership,  who  with  the  fervor  of  the 
Prophet,  the  humility  of  the  sage  and  the  geniality  of  a  true 
lover  of  men,  retained  youthfulness  of  spirit  until  the  end,  and 
died  leading  in  the  vanguard  of  German  liberal  Judaism. 

"While  this  Conference  naturally  notes  the  distinguished  ser 
vices  of  Jewish  theologians,  it  is  also  mindful  of  the  truth  that 
Judaism  is  not  limited  to  the  Synagogue,  but  is  a  messasre  of 
everyday  life,  and  therefore,  notes  the  passing  away  of  the 
great  Dutch  Jewish  artist,  Joseph  Israels,  who  glorified  thr 
Jewish  name  by  his  loyalty  to  Hebraic  ideals  in  his  long,  wise 
and  beautiful  life  combined  with  his  Hellenic  love  of  beauty  and 
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his  great  mastery  as  a  painter  in  depicting  scenes  of  domestic 
life  and  homely  virtues  and  in  reproducing  the  sublimity  of  the 
Jewish  spirit  in  his  Jewish  masterpieces.  We  also  note  the  cen- 
tenary of  the  birth  of  the  great  German  Jewish  writer  Berthold 
Auerbach.  He  combined  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  progress!  vr- 
ness  in  Judaism  with  an  enthusiastic  German  patriotism  and  a 
Prophetic  courage  and  self-sacrifice  in  fighting  for  the  liberties 
of  the  German  people  and  in  vindicating  the  ideas  of  liberality, 
toleration  and  progress  in  religion.  He  showed  how  the  Jew  in 
religion  could  be  most  patriotic  and  a  perfect  son  of  the  soil,  in 
understanding  the  spirit  and  the  life  of  the  people  of  his  German 
nation,  with  whom  he  was  completely  at  one,  though  he  differed 
with  the  majority  in  religious  faith.  Both  the  artist  and  tin* 
writer  are  splendid  examples  of  the  life  of  Israel  amongst  the 
nations  and  of  its  influence  upon  the  world.  May  their  memory 
be  a  blessing  and  inspiration  to  us. 

In  closing  this  address,  let  me  cordially  thank  you  for  the 
great  honor  you  conferred  upon  me  nine  months  ago  in  electing 
me  to  be  your  President  and  for  the  great  pleasure  you  afforded 
me  in  giving  me  the  privilege  of  doing  the  work  of  the  office, 
and  rendering  you,  however  modest  and  imperfect  a  service. 
That  my  work  has  been  a  pleasure  for  me  was  made  possible  by 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Re- 
cording Secretary,  of  all  the  officers  and  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  of  all  the  members  of  the  Conference  in  general.  I 
extend  to  them  my  hearty  thanks.  On  all  sides,  I  was  met  by  the 
utmost  cordiality  and  co-operation.  I  appreciate  the  support  of 
all.  It  has  made  my  work  easy.  May  the  spirit  of  brother- 
hood that  has  builded  up  this  Conference,  continue  in  our  midst, 
and  in  this,  our  twenty-third  Annual  Convention,  may  it,  to 
use  the  beloved  play  on  numbers,  so  popular  with  our  sages— 
as  suggested  by  the  number  chaf-gimmel.  be  symbolic  of  that 
overflowing  of  brotherly  love  and  harmony,  which  was  like  the 
rich  and  graciously  overflowing  oil  upon  the  majestic  face  of  the 
"Cohan-godol"  —  the  High  Priest  of  old,  Aaron — the  type  of 
faithful  brotherhood  and  friendship.  And  thus  may  God  com- 
mand His  blessing  for  all  of  us  in  our  work  here  and  for  the 
people  that  so  hospitably  welcome  us. 
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B 

THE  SPIRIT  OP  THE  AGE  IN  RELATION  TO  JUDAISM. 

(Conference  Lecture  Delivered  Before  the  Central  Conference 

of  American  Rabbis,  in  Madison  Avenue  Congregation, 

April  12,  1912,  at  Baltimore,  Md) 

BY  RABBI  HARRY  H.  MAYER,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Brethren  of  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis: 

In  addressing  you  on  this  momentous  occasion,  I  am  well 
aware  that  I  have  no  right  to  assume  the  prophet 's  role,  the  his- 
torian's omniscience,  or  the  philosopher's  self-assurance.  I  dare 
to  claim  your  attention  for  no  reason  except  that  no  child  of 
God  is  so  lowly  that  the  yearnings  of  his  soul  are  to  be  regarded 
as  a  matter  of  indifference  to  his  fellow  mortals.  I  make  bold  to 
crave  your  indulgence  for  myself  as  one  who  loves  as  his  very 
life  the  holy  faith  of  Israel;  who  believes  in  the  world  mission 
of  Israel;  and  who  hopes  constantly  that  all  men  will  soon 
acknowledge  that  through  Israel  alone  is  "the  voice  of  the  Lord 
with  power/' 

Mocking  antagonists  and  timid  friends  beset  us  on  every  side. 
They  maintain  that  our  strength  has  been  exhausted,  that  our 
resources  have  been  drained,  that  our  last  bolt  has  been  shot. 
To  what  extent  are  the  jibes  of  our  enemies  and  the  fears  of  our 
friends  based  upon  truth?  Is  the  spirit  of  the  age,  botli  in  its 
idealism  and  in  its  materialism,  against  us?  Must  we  capitulate 
and  lay  down  our  arms,  or  retreat  and  become  a  tribal  religion, 
safe  perhaps  from  the  necessity  of  surrender,  but  safe  as  within 
the  ramparts  of  a  citadel  isolated  from  the  world? 

We  may  not  ignore  these  questions.  They  are  questions  that 
have  a  distinctly  practical  side,  and  the  propounding  of  them 
has  raised  vital  issues  that  must  be  dealt  with  boldly  and  hon- 
estly. 
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Our  answer  to  these  questions  is  that  the  alternative  of  sur- 
render or  retreat  is  not  the  only  choice  before  us. 

What  is  the  spirit  of  this  age  in  which  we  are  living  that  is 
assumed  to  have  sounded  the  death-knell  of  Judaism,  or  at  any 
rate,  of  Judaism  as  a  universalistic  religion.' 

In  every  department  of  human  thought  and  endeavor,  the 
new  spirit,  is  manifesting  itself.  We  find  it  in  sociology.  We 
find  it  in  ethics.  We  find  it  in  art.  We  find  it  in  philosophy. 
In  so  far  as  all  of  these  are  constituent  parts  of  religion,  we 
perceive  that  religion  must  reckon  with  modern  thought  as 
'affecting  traditionary  belief  and  practices. 

Judaism,  instead  of  being  out  of  harmony  with  the  new 
teachings  in  philosophy,  science,  and  ethics,  is  less  in  conflict 
\vitli  them  than  is  any  other  form  of  religion :  nay,  supports 
them  and  is  supported  by  them.  It  is  not  merely  a  coincidence 
that  Henri  Bergson,  with  his  ''Creative  Evolution"  and  its 
epoch-marking,  if  not  epoch-making,  philosophy,  is  a  Jew.  The 
Greek  Jew,  Philo,  the  Moorish  Jew,  Maimonides  and  the  German 
Jew,  Mendelssohn,  perceived  no  incompatibility  between  their 
inherited  faith  and  the  philosophy  of  Plato,  of  Aristotle,  and  of 
Kant.  The  theories  of  Bergson  and  the  evolutionary  philoso- 
phers are  less  difficult  to  reconcile  with  Judaism  than  was  the 
once  regnant  metaphysics  that  has  succumbed  to  the  merciless 
ravages  of  destructive  modern  criticism.  Our  adherence  to  the 
universalistic,  monotheistic  idealism  of  the  Hebrew^  prophets 
is  in  no  wise  affected  by  our  belief  or  disbelief  in  reality  as  a 
perpetual  flow,  as  an  "elan  vital/'  or  by  the  claims  and  counter- 
claims <:f  intuition  and  intellect.  There  is  room  in  Judaism  for 
every  phase  of  philosophic  truth,  since  Judaism  is  tireless 
search  for  truth  in  all  things. 

As  to  the  X«'\v  Kthics,  it  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
i  tliics  of  Judaism  and  in  all  their  essential  features,  the  two  are 
indistinguishable. 

Judaism  shares  with  all  modern  teachers  of  ethics  the  con- 
tempt which  they  have  for  the  fine  shades  of  dogma  and  the 
finer  shades  of  doctrine.  The  newr  ethics  is  at  one  with  Judaism 
also  in  its  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  moral  status  of  man 
lias  been  steadily  improving,  and  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  invest, 
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in  our  discontent  with  the  present,  some  period  of  the  past  with 
ideal  attributes.  We  need  but  recall  that  Martin  Luther,  brave, 
noble,  and  great-hearted  as  he  was,  had  no  sympathy  for  the 
rebellious  farmer  tenants  of  his  time,  who  arose  in  revolt  against 
the  oppressions  and  the  unjust  exactions  of  their  landlords.  The 
new  ethics  is  based  on  the  historically  sound  assumption  that 
justice  has  been  expanding  and  will  continue  to  expand  until  a 
perfect  justice  for  all  is  obtained. 

The  new  ethics  has,  I  take  it,  also  settled  decisively  the  ques- 
tion of  the  supposed  separateness,  not  to  say  antagonism,  of 
ethics  and  religion.  As  Judaism  has  all  along  maintained,  the 
new  ethics  has  proved  conclusively  that  religion  and  ethics  are 
allies  and  that  the  latter  is  weak  and  unstable  without  the  sup- 
port of  the  other.  Ethics  deals  with  matters  of  detail.  It  con- 
cerns itself  with  the  relations  between  man  and  man,  and  noth- 
ing appertaining  to  these  relations  is  too  trivial  for  it  to  know. 
The  new  ethics  recognizes'the  necessary  limitations  of  the  bounds 
of  its  own  proper  domain.  It  deals  entirely  with  finite  things. 
The  life  that  is  shaped  by  the  rules  of  ethics,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  religion,  tends  gradually  to  weary  with  the  pettiness 
of  it  all.  Ethics,  to  be  free  from  this  pettiness,  must  be  viewed 
sub  specie  ceternitatis,  under  the  aspect  of  infinity.  Thus  re- 
ligion, which  views  life  as  a  part  of  eternity  and  duty  as  the 
irrefragable  law  of  the  universe,  and  each  of  these  therefore  as 
divine,  is  needed  to  lift  ethics  into  a  vitality  that  will  enable 
it  to  glorify  the  trivial  duties  until  they  become  as-  sacred 
actually  and  are  as  nobly  performed  as  heroic  deeds  upon  the 
battle-field.  It  is  for  religion  to  idealize  life  as  a  segment  of 
the  eternally  divine  and  to  show  the  spiritual  implications  of 
human  relationships. 

Finally,  in  accordance  with  the  Jewish  view,  is  the  new 
thought  in  ethics  that  Mercy  and  Justice  are  not  opposites,  but 
that  they  must  be  wisely  brought  into  association.  Mercy,  if 
exercised  without  consideration  for  the  demands  of  Justice,  will 
hurt  its  recipient  or  do  harm  to  others  than  himself.  Every 
mother  knows  that,  in  the  training  of  a  child,  mercy  may  be 
injurious  if  not  controlled  by  the  sentiment  of  justice.  Per- 
fect justice  without  the  softening  influence  of  mercy  will  be 
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almost  unbearable.  If  we  would  help  the  object  of  our  com- 
passion, our  justice  must  be  restrained  by  mercy  and  our  mercy 
must  mitigate  our  justice.  There  is  thus  no  conflict  between 
the  two  conceptions,  and  God  is  correctly  represented  by  the 
Bible  as  being  gracious  and  kind,  long-suffering  and  slow  to 
anger,  yet  requiring  of  the  sinner  the  penalty  of  his  infringe- 
ment of  the  divine  ordinances. 

That  a  man's  moral  character  is  the  measure  of  the  value  of 
his  life  is  a  fundamental  Jewish  conception.  We  insist  that 
"salvation"  is  only  through  character. 

A  modern  teacher  of  ethics  would  phrase  in  approximately 
the  same  language  as  the  Midrash  the  modern  view  of  the  in- 
dividual's moral  excellence:  "I  call  upon  heaven  and  earth 
as  my  witness  that  be  it  Israelite  or  non-Israelite,  man  or  woman, 
man-servant  or  maid-servant,  according  to  their  deeds,  the 
Holy  Spirit  rests  upon  them ! ' ' 

Let  us  now  consider  the  new  thought  in  Sociology  in  its  rela- 
tion to  Judaism. 

The  Sociology  of  to-day  appeals  to  many  with  the  force  of 
a  new  religion.  It  is  extolled  as  the  only  religion  worth  having. 
I  do  not  like  the  word  * '  Sociology. ' '  I  prefer  to  use  the  phrase 
introduced  by  George  Eliot,  who  describes  the  science  of  human 
progress  as  '  *  Meliorism. ' '  By  this  phrase,  Sociology  is  placed  in 
contrast  with  pessimism. 

The  weakness  of  modern  sociology  is  that  at  times  it  tends 
to  play  into  the  hands  of  Socialism.  The  Hebrew  prophets 
escaped  this  pitfall  by  supplementing  the  preachment  of  social 
justice  with  the  doctrine  of  individual  righteousness  as  the  in- 
escapable condition  that  must  precede  the  reign  of  social  justice. 

The  modern  socialists,  and  with  them  most  sociologists,  fall 
into  the  error  of  regarding  individual  righteousness,  not  as  a 
condition  antecedent  to,  but  a  condition  consequent  upon  social 
regeneration.  Poverty  and  inequality  will  not  be  wiped  out 
when  once  the  right  kind  of  social  conditions  are  firmly  estab- 
lished, unless  the  value  of  the  individual  soul  is  clearly  perceived 
and  the  tendency  to  magnify  the  importance  of  the  aggregate 
man  is  avoided. 

For  this  reason  Meliorism  can  never  assume  the  place  of  re- 
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ligion  which  takes  into  account  the  needs  of  the  individual  as 
superior  to  those  of  the  class  to  which  he  belongs.  Sociology 
must  cease  to  dwell  entirely  upon  matters  of  collective  signifi- 
cance, and  the  co-operation  of  religion  in  promoting  a  just  esti- 
mate of  the  value  of  the  individual — in  consonance  with  Jewish 
doctrine — must  come  to  the  rescue.  The  entire  course  of  his- 
tory proves  that  the  rights  of  the  individual,  not  the  rights  of 
the  class,  are  the  keynote  of  social  growth.  From  the  time  that 
woman  was  the  only  worker  in  society,  through  the  ages  when 
she  was  replaced  by  slave  labor,  through  the  centuries  when  the 
caste  system  prevailed,  through  mediaeval  times,  when  the  guilds 
controlled  and  gave  shape  to  the  social  organism,  down  to  the 
present  day,  when  the  right  of  free  contract  is  the  gauge  of 
social  justice — through  all  these  periods  of  development  the  right 
of  the  individual  has  brought  about  revolution  and  supplied  the 
impetus  that  has  made  for  progress. 

Even  a  slight  acquaintance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  as 
manifested  in  the  thinking  of  the  leaders  of  the  new  thought, 
should  awaken  in  the  heart  of  the  true  Jew  a  deep  sense  of  grati- 
fication that  his  holy  faith  is,  in  no  sense,  threatened  with  ex- 
tinction by  a  mode  of  thought  that  is  at  variance  with  all  that  is 
sacred  to  him  in  his  religion.  We  have  no  mystical  anachro- 
nisms that  we  must  apologize  for,  such  as  the  Fall  of  Man,  the 
Incarnation  and  the  Resurrection.  We  acknowledge  no  Revela- 
tion that  was  the  final  word  in  religion.  We  face  the  future  un- 
dismayed. We  welcome  scientific  investigation.  We  glory  in 
our  independence  of  all  ecclesiastical  authority.  We  fear  no 
"Modernism."  We  have  always  held  knowledge  in  the  highest 
repute  and  have  followed  her  beckonings  loyally  and  gladly. 
We  point  to  the  fact  as  significant  of  our  attitude  toward  inde- 
pendent thought  and  our  almost  worship  of  knowledge  that, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  later  Hebrew  literature,  it  was  not 
Samson,  the  man  of  giant  frame,  around  whom  legend  wove 
her  garb  of  glory,  but  Solomon,  the  man  of  giant  intellect. 

We  ask  for  ourselves  no  favors,  only  a  free  field  and  fair 
play.  We  demand  that  our  antagonists  and  our  friends  cease 
to  mock,  cease  to  denounce,  cease  to  deplore,  but  that  they  strive 
to  understand.  If  go  down  we  must,  it  will  be  with  our 
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colors  flying,  our  last  soul-pulsation  our  fullest  and  strongest. 
But,  under  God's  providence,  we  shall  not  perish,  nor  shall  wi- 
be  compelled  to  retreat  and  become  a  tribal  religion.  Our  exist- 
ence as  a  purely  religious,  international  community,  far  from 
being  a  peril  to  the  continuance  and  advancement  of  our  re- 
ligious influence,  is,  we  believe,  an  unrivalled  opportunity. 
moiNn  r^  ptSB>  ^K"iB»3  n'n'pn  n&y  npnv 

The  spirit  of  the  age  is  working  powerfully  for  us.  We  shall 
keep  step  with  the  hastening  march  of  progress.  We  shall  not 
be  laggards  in  the  army  of  the  God  of  Hosts.  "The  joy  of  the 
Lord  is  our  strength." 
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C 
"THE    ETHICS    OF    THE    MINISTRY." 

(Conference  Sermon  Delivered  Before  the  Central  Conference 

of  American  Rabbis,  in  Oheb  Shalom  Congrgation, 

April  13,  1912,  Baltimore,  Md.) 

BY  RABBI  HENRY  BERKOWITZ,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  Passover  had  been  kept.  The  Exodus  had  been  achieved 
in  safety.  With  a  glorious  outburst  of  grateful  song,  the  tri- 
umph of  Jehovah  had  been  acclaimed  by  Israel  at  the  Red  Sea. 
But  the  realization  of  their  new-found  freedom  came  to  Un- 
people only  when  they  fulfilled  their  first  formal  act  of  re- 
ligion and  dedicated  with  solemn  ceremonial  their  first  sanctuary 
—the  Tabernacle  in  the  Wilderness.  The  most  significant  and 
impressive  moment  of  that  celebration  was  that  in  which  Aaron 
and  his  sons  were  invested  with  the  Priesthood.  Then  was  the 
ministry  first  formally  instituted  among  us.  An  appalling 
tragedy  turned  all  the  glory  of  that  hour  into  gloom.  Two  of 
the  sons  of  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihu  (as  we  read  in  this  day's 
assignment  of  Scripture)  brought  strange  fire  at  the  altar  of 
God  and  lo !  the  two  young  priests  for  this  blasphemous  act, 
were  stricken  in  death,  in  the  very  presence  of  the  whole  assem- 
bled people.  Let  us  try  to  picture  the  consternation  that  must 
have  prevailed !  Hear  the  outbursts  of  wailing  and  lamentation 
over  the  prostrate  forms  lying  lifeless  in  their  charred  and 
blackened  robes  of  office !  How  the  hearts  of  those  who  were 
nearest  to  them  were  rent  with  woe !  Their  noble  father  in  all 
the  grandeur  of  the  raiment  of  High-Priest,  stood  crushed,  brok- 
en-hearted and  speechless  before  his  dead.  But  Moses,  quick  to 
regain  the  self-mastery  of  the  leader,  lifted  up  his  voice  and 
interpreted  the  meaning  of  the  doleful  calamity,  saying:  (Lev. 
\.  3).  -.-DDK  Dyrrb  'ja-fjjn  ssnpK  'inpn  -IOK?  "  -m  -IPN  ton 

This  is  what  God  speaks:  "By  those  who  draw  near  to  me 
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will  I  be  sanctified  and  in  the  presence  of  all  the  people  will  1 
be  glorified/'  In  that  solemn  pronouncement  He  set  forth  for 
all  time  the  true  ideal  of  the  ministry,  its  inmost  motive  and  its 
sublime  task. 

Throughout  the  successive  generations  this  text  has  guided 
the  leaders  who  have  striven  to  meet  the  religious  needs  of  the 
people  of  Israel.  All  the  ministers  of  the  past  have  thus  con- 
tributed a  rich  inheritance  to  us,  the  ministers  of  the  present. 
As  the  product  of  their  efforts  to  conserve,  to  deepen  and  to  de- 
velop the  religious  life  of  the  people,  they  have  contributed  to 
us  three  distinct  types  of  religious  leadership :  The  Priest,  the 
Prophet  and  the  Rabbi.  Each  of  these  in  turn  has  dominated  an 
historic  era,  and  the  distinctive  activities  of  all  three  survive  to- 
day iu  some  degree.  There  are  religious  groups  to  whom  the 
priestly  function  is  of  paramount  importance.  The  Catholic 
Church  is  a  conspicuous  example.  Others,  notably  the  Friends. 
or  Quakers,  value  most  the  solemn  utterances  that  are  urged 
to  the  lips  under  the  immediate  inspiration  of  the  spirit.  Still 
others  yield  homage  rather  to  the  deliberate  words  of  instruction 
that  fall  from  the  lips  of  earnest,  scholarly  men,  as  in  the  t-a*f 
among  us,  the  Jewish  people,  with  whom  the  most  distinguished 
title  is  Rabbi — Teacher. 

These  distinctive  functions  are  being  more  and  more  fused 
under  the  exactions  of  the  present-day  life.  The  Priest  is  also 
a  Teacher,  the  Rabbi  is  also  a  Preacher,  and  all  ministers  of 
all  faiths  are  primarily  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  public  wor- 
ship. The  modern  minister  is  thus  endeavoring  to  blend  the  cou- 
N.T  ration  of  the  Priest,  the  inspiration  of  the  Prophet,  and  the 
instruction  of  the  Sage  in  the  counsels  of  wisdom.  With  these 
essential  and  tried  elements  must  he  work  to  build  up  a  new  type 
of  ministry,  called  for  by  the  new  and  complex  conditions  of  the 
world's  needs. 

The  practical  application  of  the  priestly  ideal  to  life  at  once 
raises  an  ethical  difficulty.  How  far  may  a  modern  man  func- 
tion with  an  ancient  or  mediaeval  ritual?  Even  the  ecclesiastical 
architecture  of  other  eras  prevails.  We  retain  the  symbolism 
and  ceremonial  expressive  of  the  yearnings  and  aspirations  of 
other  generations.  Hebrew,  Latin,  Greek  'or  other  foreign 
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idioms  are  used  and  the  English  employed  for  worship  is  archaic. 
The  music  and  liturgies,  the  festivals  and  holidays  whose  .literal 
meaning  has  long  since  largely  faded  from  among  us,  still  per- 
sist. The  hopes,  convictions  and  ideals  that  belong  to  us  and 
are  of  our  own  age,  are  often  clogged  in  utterance  and  denied 
free  expression.  Can  one  hope  with  these  strange  elements  to 
draw  men  near  to  the  divine  ?  Is  not  God  defamed  rather  than 
glorified  before  all  the  people  when  one  ministers  with  forms 
and  ceremonies  which  have  lost  their  force  and  truth?  What 
greater  blasphemy  than  this  self-delusion  to  delude  others: 
False  priests  at  the  altar  of  God  are  they  who  offer  these  strange 
fires  by  which  they  invite  the  spiritual,  if  not  the  physical  death, 
as  did  the  sons  of  Aaron. 

Other  false  priests  of  old  were  the  sons  of  Eli,  who  lusted  for 
the  rich  offerings  and  for  the  selfish  indulgences  by  which  they 
were  tempted  to  their  ruin.  There  are  to-day  men  who  impose 
themselves  on  the  good  nature  and  weakness  of  congregations, 
being  so  utterly  devoid  of  character  as  to  throttle  the  religious 
life  of  the  community,  if  they  can  but  serve  their  own  ease  and 
personal  advantage.  To  set  the  ritual  higher  than  rectitude, 
and  self  higher  than  service,  was  the  cardinal  sin  against  which 
the  ethical  monotheism  of  the.  Prophets  so  fiercely  contended. 

To  us  the  ideal  of  the  ancient  Hebrew  Prophets  appeals  with 
overwhelming  force.  They  were  not  of  a  distinct  and  superior 
caste.  They  were  the  tribunes  of  the  people.  They  were  but- 
tressed by  no  class  prerogatives  or  privileges.  Our  democratic 
age  responds  to  their  mighty  protest  against  vested  wrongs,  and 
their  courageous  championship  of  the  Aveak  and  the  oppressed. 
The  inspirations  that  welled  from  their  hearts  and  rolled  in 
thunderous  messages  from  their  lips  have  such  a  resistless  power 
to  move  the  ministers  of  all  churches  and  denominations  to-day, 
because  of  the  wonderfully  modern  note  sounded  by  those  most 
unique  and  extraordinary  geniuses  of  history.  The  effort  to 
emulate  the  ancient  Prophets,  however,  involves  at  once  a 
series  of  profound  ethical  difficulties. 

There  were  of  old  also  false  Prophets  who  spoke  for  hire 
like  those  whom  Amaziah  the  Priest  of  Beth  El  denounced  to 
Amos ;  professional  Prophets  .who  curried  favor  with  kings  and 
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princes,  like  Zedekiah,  who  trained  his  prophecies  to  flatter 
King  Ahab;  visionaries  like  those  whom  Jeremiah  castigated 
with  scorn,  who,  in  the  deceit  of  their  hearts,  misled  their  trust- 
ing followers. 

There  are  many  people  to-day  who  speak  of  a  "hireling  min- 
istry." The  old  Prophets  were  men  under  no  trammels  of  in- 
stitutionalism.  Some  of  their  modern  successors  seem  to  be  so 
enmeshed  as  to  be  mainly  concerned  in  efforts  to  secure  increased 
salaries;  covet  fees  and  gratuities  like  any  waiter;  engage  in 
unseemly  rivalries  for  securing  honors  and  promotions ;  commer- 
cialize the  very  sanctuaries  by  setting  them  in  competition  with 
each  other.  Laboring  people,  we  are  told,  ignore  the  Church, 
because  the  clergy  are  mere  retainers  of  the  capitalists,  and  trim 
their  words  accordingly.  There  are,  alas,  cowards,  toadies  and 
weaklings  in  the  pulpit  as  elsewhere.  There  are  men  who  curry 
favor  with  the  rich  or  who  clamor  for  the  plaudits  of  the  multi- 
tudes. Again  there  are  modern  preachers  ready  to  espouse  any 
and  every  vagary,  even  the  Dowies  and  Eddys,  who  play  upon 
the  credulity  and  gullibility  of  the  masses.  If  these  arise  less 
frequently  among  Jews  than  elsewhere,  there  is  a  reason.  It  is 
because  of  the  conviction  expressed  in  the  dictum  (B.  B.  12)  : 
K'SJD  *ny  D3H  "The  Sage  is  greater  than  the  Prophet."  This 
sentiment  found  general  acceptance  in  Israel.  The  age  of 
Prophecy  yielded  to  the  age  of  Scholarship.  That  fact  argues 
not  retrogression,  but  progression.  The  consecration  of  the  priest 
and  the  inspiration  of  the  prophet  alike  must  pass  under  the  in- 
tellectual judgment  of  a  clarified  wisdom.  Without  reason,  wor- 
ship degenerates  into  the  quackery  of  a  mystified  mummery. 
Inspirational  speech  without  intellectual  poise  becomes  fanatical 
ranting.  Our  practical  age  is  unanimous  in  its  demand  for 
an  intelligent,  scholarly  ministry.  The  man  in  the  pulpit  must 
speak  with  the  authority  of  superior  knowledge  and  ripened 
judgment. 

Here  then  arise  other  and  most  important  problems  of  ethics 
for  the  ministry.  Scholarship  in  the  ministry  has  also  had  its 
abuses.  The  stream  of  learning  in  many  generations  ran  out 
into  the  barren  sands  of  scholasticism.  Such  were  the  dry  pupil- 
istic  discussions  of  the  Talmud  and  the  casuistrv  of  the  Fathers 
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of  the  Church.  The  mental  agility  these  developed  was  some- 
times at  the  cost  of  blunting  the  finer,  spiritual  sensibilities  and 
often  entailed  a  wilful  neglect  of  the  vital  realities  of  the  moral 
life  of  mankind.  The  scholarship  of  our  day  is  so  varied,  and 
concerned  with  such  large  and  .serious  themes,  that  it  does  not  so 
readily  lose  itself  in  vapid  speculation.  The  demand  for  a 
learned  ministry,  however,  opens  other  temptations.  The  neces- 
sity of  preaching  week  after  week  and  giving  other  public 
addresses  innumerable,  subjects  the  minister  to  the  temptation 
of  assuming  the  scholarly  pose,  to  impress  the  public  with  the 
versatility  and  profundity  of  his  knowledge  of  all  and  the 
most  varied  subjects,  such  as  only  specialists  or  a  man  of  rarest 
mental  grasp  can  attain. 

Obliged  by  the  exactions  of  his  many  functions  to  relinquish 
original  researches  of  his  own,  the  modern  minister  in  a  large 
community  must  perforce  be  satisfied  to  reap  the  results  of  the 
investigations  of  others.  With  a  mind  thus  open  to  all  truth, 
the  man  who  grows  intellectually  is  sure  to  find  his  views  under- 
going great,  often  radical  changes.  What  is  he  to  do  ?  Shall  he 
cherish  one  set  of  views  in  his  study  and  expound  another  set  in 
his  pulpit?  Shall  he  carry  the  people  to  whom  he  ministers 
through  all  his  mental  struggles  and  spiritual  wrestlings  and 
thereby,  mayhap,  lose  in  stability?  Must  he  lay  desolate  in  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  others  the  tender  blossoms  of  religion  by 
the  cold  blasts  of  criticism?  In  brief,  can  a  man  be  intellectual- 
ly honest  in  the  modern  ministry? 

The  ethical  questions  I  have  raised  demand  unequivocal  re- 
plies. Not  alone  may  a  man  be  intellectually  honest  in  the  mod- 
ern ministry,  he  must  be  so,  and  nothing  else.  There  is  no  mask 
so  transparent  as  that  of  a  hypocrite.  The  mere  suspicion  of 
dishonesty  is  fatal  to  that  confidence  of  the  people  without  which 
no  real  ministry  can  exist.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
significant  evidences  of  such  a  trust  in  the  intellectual  honesty 
of  their  leaders  that  the  Jewish  people  speak  of  their  ministers 
by  the  title  Rabbi,  with  the  personal  pronominal  ending,  "My 
Rabbi. "  Moses  lives  in  the  affections  of  the  people  not  so  much 
as  liberator,  lawgiver  or  statesman,  but  as  "Moshe  Rabbenu," 
"Moses,  our  teacher.'*  Such  a  relation  of  friendlv  confidence 
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must,  I  firmly  believe,  lie  at  the  basis  of  every  ministry.  The 
man  who  strives  to  be  transparently  honest  in  his  convictions 
has  never  yet  injured  religion,  but  always  strengthened  it. 
Kvi-ry  Synagogue,  true  to  our  best  traditions  is  a  "Free  Syna- 
gogue." An  attitude  of  fearless  candor  constrains  the  respect 
of  enemies  no  less  than  of  friends.  That  attitude  should  be 
toward  things  settled  and  true,  one  of  immovable  orthodoxy  : 
toward  what  is  unknown  and  open  to  question — judicial  reveren- 
tial consideration;  toward  things  disproved — radical,  to  the 
literal  extent  of  uprooting.  Such  has  been  and  is  the  attitude 
of  the  members  of  this  Conference,  as  shown  in  the  candor  and 
honesty  with  which  the  great  themes  have  been  treated  in  the 
scholarly  papers  and  discussions  now  embodied  in  that  growing 
literature  contained  in  our  publications. 

It  is  possible  to  maintain  the  utmost  intellectual  honesty  in 
the  modern  pulpit  while  living  up  to  the  educational  ideal  of  the 
ministry.  The  pulpit  is  not  a  chair  of  philosophy  nor  of  scien- 
tific criticism,  but  the  place  where  the  truths  which  these  may 
reveal  are  to  be  transmuted  into  food  for  the  hunger  of  the  mind 
and  drink  for  the  thirst  of  the  spirit.  The  true  Sage  follows 
Isaiah's  dictum  in  imparting1  religious  knowledge.  'Precept 
upon  precept,  precept  upon  precept,  line  upon  line,  line  upon 
line;  here  a  little,  there  a  little."  (Isaiah  xxviii.  13). 

As  we  ourselves  grow  intellectually  by  slow  processes  to  tin- 
changes  of  maturity,  so  must  we  give  others  the  time  to  grow. 
TVe  give  milk  to  babes  and  meat  to  men.  This  great  principle 
of  modern  pedagogy  applied  to  the  teaching  of  religion  in  the 
school  and  in  the  pulpit  will  safeguard  every  honest  sentiment 
while  it  deepens  and  conserves  the  truth. 

If  over  against  the  false  we  set  the  true  sage  in  seeking  the 
right  ethical  standards  of  an  educational  ministry,  so  too  must 
we  set  the  true  against  the  false  prophets  in  working  out  our 
ideal  of  a  preaching  ministry.  Intellectual  honesty  and  moral 
honesty  must  go  hand  in  hand.  Blessed  is  that  minister  to  whom 
is  given  the  divine,  prophetic  gift  of  eloquence  thereby  to  draw 
men  near  to  the  inspirations  of  holiness,  to  rouse  their  better 
natures  until  they  are  impelled  to  deeds  that  glorify  their 
Maker.  This  is  not  done  by  mere  words.  The  words  must  ring 
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true.  They  never  ring  true  but  from  the  lips  of  a  true  man. 
The  power  of  the  Prophet  was  in  his  personality.  He  spake  with 
the  voice  of  conviction  to  the  startled  conscience.  The  inner 
secret  of  the  inspirational  minister  is  not  in  his  rhetoric  but  in 
his  sincerity.  Like  the  true  Prophet  of  old  he  must  be  the 
custodian  of  the  standards  of  the  higher  ethics.  The  judge  is 
the  embodied  conscience  of  the  community  standing  for  justice. 
The  minister  is  the  embodied  character  of  the  community  stand- 
ing for  righteousness.  The  law  itself  concedes  to  the  minister 
this  higher  rank  in  according  to  him  the  functions  that  sanctify 
birth,  marriage  and  death,  thus  to  lift  these  great  human  crises 
out  of  the  plane  of  the  secular  and  exalt  the  mysteries  of  life, 
duty  and  destiny  by  enshrining  them  in  the  idealism  of  re- 
ligion. Through  these  the  minister  is  enabled  to  bring  the  moral 
inspirations  directly  into  the  homes  and  hearts  of  the  people, 
as  no  other  man  is  privileged  to  do.  He  shares  personally  in 
the  education  and  training  of  youth,  helps  to  mold  character, 
to  guide  conduct,  and  to  determine  the  careers  of  men,  women, 
and  children.  The  judge  sits  in  state  awaiting  the  'appeals  of 
the  wronged  for  justice.  The  minister  carries  to  the  people  the 
higher  law  of  righteousness,  the  inviolable  and  unimpeachable 
standards  of  ethics.  Whatever  the  emergency,  whatever  the 
temptation,  whatever  the  calamity,  his  stand  must  be  above  all 
personalities  and  partizanship,  free  from  all  self-seeking,  to 
serve  as  the  guardian  of  the  prophetic  ideal  and  seek  to  make  the 
eternal  standards  of  morality  the  supreme  directing  force  every 
day,  for  every  man,  in  every  home,  school,  factory,  office  and 
shop,  as  well  as  in  the  sanctuary.  That  is  what  we  are  endeav- 
oring to  do  in  a  practical  way  in  this  Conference.  The  very 
titles  of  the  numerous  active  committees  at  work  tell  how  we  are 
endeavoring  to  fulfill  the  ethical  exactions  of  a  prophetic  min- 
istry. Our  greatest  work  is  still  to  be  done. 

The  effort  to  create  hostility  and  class  feeling  as  between 
capital  and  labor  can  be  best  counteracted  by  the  ministers. 
They  are  allied  with  the  workers  as  earners  of  salaries;  they 
are  allied  with  the  Captains  of  Industry  as  administrators  of 
affairs.  Therefore,  in  the  great  industrial  warfare  now  being 
waged,  a  supreme  opportunity  rests  with  the  ministry.  Thus 
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twenty-six  representative  clergymen  of  as  many  different  re- 
ligious denominations  met  in  Philadelphia  at  the  beginning  of 
a  recent  strike  to  voice  their  righteous  wrath  at  the  lawlessness 
prevailing  and  to  make  an  earnest  plea  with  the  disputants  to 
arbitrate  their  differences.  The  then  Mayor  of  the  city  is  re- 
ported to  have  said :  ' '  Let  the  ministers  mind  their  own  busi- 
ness." AVas  not  that  our  business? 

Whose  business  was  it  more  than  our  business  to  exercise 
a  vigorous  persuasive  influence  in  behalf  of  peace,  sanctity  and 
order  in  such  critical  times.  Inasmuch  as  nothing  is  settled  until 
it  is  settled  right,  ultimately  every  dispute  must  be  referred  to 
the  arbitrament  of  that  higher  law  of  which  the  ministry  is  the 
recognized  champion  and  guardian. 

The  application  of  the  priestly  ideal  to-day  is  perhaps  more 
difficult  and  also  more  imperative  than  the  others.  It  demands 
not  alone  intellectual  and  moral  honesty,  but  whole-hearted  spir- 
itual sincerity  as  its  prime  requisite. 

You  come  as  a  minister  to  people  who  are  under  the  cloud 
of  some  great  anxiety :  to  those  who  are  bowed  under  the  bur- 
den of  a  great  shame  or  disgrace ;  to  those  who  confront  some 
desperate  temptation :  to  those  bewildered  by  some  intricate  per- 
plexity of  soul;  to  those  exulting  in  some  great  joy;  to  those 
tried  by  sickness  and  crushed  by  sorrow;  or  to  those  face  to 
face  with  the  supreme  mystery  of  death.  They  want  their  min- 
ister tlit-n  and  they  cry  out  for  him.  What  do  they  want?  Not 
something  learned  out  of  a  book;  not  argument  or  persuasion 
however  earnest  and  vehement.  Xo,  they  want  the  heart,  its 
sympathy,  its  deepest  and  tenderest  sentiments,  to  give  them 
fortitude  and  courage  and  to  put  new  warmth  and  devotion  into 
their  souls.  They  want  the  sense  of  the  presence  of  the  man 
to  whom  they  have  a  right  to  look  to  help  them  draw  near  to 
the  sources  of  divine  help  and  strength.  Though  by  many  it 
is  often  treated  with  levity  and  shallowness,  I  beg  to  emphasize 
the  personal  element  in  the  functions  of  the  modern  minister, 
as  Rabbi  and  as  preacher,  but  most  of  all  in  those  highest  and 
most  sacred  offices  of  religion,  when  the  suffering  soul  is  bared 
in  its  inmost  depths  to  him  alone. 

For  many  of  us  the  sacerdotal  conception  of  the  ministry 
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has  become  so  obsolete  that  we  are  in  grave  danger  of  losing 
that  essential  faculty,  which  it  has  contributed  to  the  ministry 
—consecration.  In  our  condemnation  of  the  faithless  priests 
let  us  not  forget  that  the  priesthood  yielded  to  the  world  its 
purest,  serenest,  noblest,  most  saintly  types  of  men.  Aaron,  the 
very  first  Priest,  when  most  tried  exemplified  before  all  the  peo- 
ple the  highest  qualities  of  a  sincerely  religious  character.  When 
that  sudden  calamity  befell  him,  when  his  two  sons  lay  pros- 
trate, dead  at  the  altar,  and  he  saw  all  his  fondest  hopes  crushed 
forever,  what  more  natural  than  that  he  should  cry  aloud  in 
rebelliousness  and  break  forth  in  bitter  lament.  Not  so  Aaron. 
When  he  heard  the  thrilling  utterance  of  Moses,  in  which  the 
defection  of  the  young  priests  was  interpreted  as  a  Divine  ad- 
monition to  duty,  Aaron  at  once  subordinated  every  private 
claim  to  his  public  responsibility.  What  sublimity  lies  in  the 
simple  statement  of  Scripture:  pn«  DTI  ;'And  Aaron  was 
silent ! ' '  How  many  of  the  priests  emulated  his  noble  ex- 
ample in  later  ages!  Equally  great  was  Simon  the  Just,  the 
last  of  the  Higli  Priests.  In  him  were  found  those  rare  ele- 
ments of  character  to  which  a  poet  of  a  later  day  paid  the 
lasting  homage  of  the  people  in  these  rapturous  words : 

The  most  honored  of  his  brethren, 
The  crown  of  his  people  ! 
When  he  went  up  to  the  altar, 
He  made  the  Court  of  the  Temple  glorious; 
Then  all  the  people  hastened  together 
And  fell  down  to  the  earth  on  their  faces 
To  worship  their  Lord,  the  Almighty  God, 
Most  High. 

-Ecclus.  50. 

Some  of  that  soulful  quality  by  which  alone  the  deeper, 
inner,  truer  nature  of  men  and  women  is  reached  is  after  all 
the  ultimate  test  of  a  true  minister.  He  must  have  what  luis 
been  called  the  "spiritual  touch."  He  must  be  able  to  pray 
and  to  make  men  feel  worshipful.  Like  the  High  Priest,  he 
must  come  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  of  the  Temple  of  the  Soul. 
To  fulfill  this  quality  and  apply  the  priestly  ideal  is  the  hardest 
task  of  the  minister  in  this  prosaic,  matter-of-fact  age,  in  which 
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Sentiment  lias  a  stony  heart  and  her  tears  are  crystals,  brilliant 
but  icy.  Because  we  have  catalogued  a  few  scientific  facts,  all 
the  wonder  and  awe  are  gone  out  of  our  lives.  But  science  has 
revealed  a  world  of  far  more  glorious  wonders  than  the  age  of 
miracle  could  fancy.  Religion  is  not  creative  now:  it  is  at  best 
re-creative.  Therefore,  we  need  the  architecture,  the  symbolism, 
the  ritual,  the  language,  the  music  of  the  days  of  a  living, 
throbbing  faith.  We  cannot  give  them  up  without  loss.  Our 
task  is  to  reform,  i.e.,  re-create  them  and  make  them  a  sincere 
expression  of  the  needs  of  our  own  souls.  This  is  the  motive 
of  the  Conference  in  creating  the  Union  Prayer  Book ;  its  Union 
Hymnal;  its  Union  Haggadah ;  the  Book  of  Private  Devotions. 

Said  an  old  German  preacher:  "First  apply  thyself  to  the 
text,  then  apply  the  text  to  thyself."  The  sermon  I  have  been 
asked  to  preach  to  my  colleagues  I  have  addressed  principally 
to  myself,  and  now  I  beg  to  refer  this  injunction  to  you,  kind 
friends  of  this  community.  Let  me  ask  you  to  apply  that  text 
to  the  pews  as  well  as  to  the  pulpit.  The  modern  ministry  is 
effectual  only  in  the  degree  in  which  those  who  support  it  share 
its  ideals. 

From  the  first  the  priestly  ideal  has  among  us  been  set  up 
for  all  the  people,  "Ye  shall  be  unto  me  a  Kingdom  of  priests 
and  a  holy  nation."  Equally  democratic  was  the  earliest  proc- 
lamation of  the  Prophetic  ideal.  A  young  man  came  complain- 
ing that  Eldad  and  Medad  were  prophesying  in  the  camp. 
"Forbid  them,  my  Lord  Moses!"  cried  Joshua.  But  the  great 
master  replied:  "Would  God  the  whole  people  were  Prophets." 

And  the  ideal  of  an  educated  ministry  was  in  Israel  ex- 
panded to  apply  to  the  whole  people  by  the  ordinance  addressed 
to  every  parent:  "Thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy 
children''  and  by  the  Rabbinical  doctrine:  "No  ignoramus  can 
be  truly  religious." 

Let  us  then  clasp  hands,  pulpit  and  pew  together,  to  labor 
to  solve  these  ethical  problems.  Then  the  difficult  task  of  ad- 
justing the  ministrations  of  religion  to  the  needs  of  a  new  age 
will  surely  be  advanced  as  we  strive  to  fulfill  the  sublime  ideal : 
"By  those  who  draw  near  to  me  will  I  be  sanctified  and  in  the 
sight  of  the  whole  world  will  I  be  glorified/'  Amen. 
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D 

THE    INTEREST    OF   AMERICAN   JEWRY   IN    THE 
JUDAISM   OP   DISTANT   LANDS. 

BY  PROF.  GOTTHARD  DEUTSCH,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

This  title,  I  beg  to  say,  is  not  of  my  own  choosing,  but  fol- 
lowing the  precepts  of  rabbinical  ethics,  my  own  opinion  cedes 
before  that  of  my  colleagues.1  My  own  choice  of  title  for  this 
paper,  with  the  preparation  of  which  your  confidence  honored 
me,  was  "Missionary  Tasks  in  Judaism."  I  fully  appreciate 
the  objection  to  the  word  "mission,"  which  recalls  an  insti- 
tution hostile  to  Judaism,  and  working  with  means  best  ex- 
pressed in  the  words  of  the  Prophet:  "Woe  unto  him  who  build- 
eth  a  house  upon  iniquity."  Yet,  I  venture  to  say  that  after 
clearing  the  misunderstanding  in  the  introductory  words,  the 
title  "Jewish  Mission"  would  be  the  most  expressive.  Nor  is 
the  wrord  as  un-Jewish  as  it  may  seem  to  the  average  layman. 

The  word  missionary,  and  its  Greek  equivalent,  apostle,  are 
literal  translations  of  the  Hebrew  D^ni^  for  messengers,  and 
mission  is  therefore  one  of  the  institutions  which  the  Church 
took  from  the  Synagogue,  as  bishop,  the  literal  translation  of 
Hazan  (overseer),  and  priest,  the  literal  translation  of  the 
Hebrew  jpr,  elder.  It  cannot  be  within  the  scope  of  this 
paper  to  give  a  historic  outline  of  the  development  of  the  in- 
stitution of  missionaries  in  Judaism.  Various  scholarly  works 
have  been  written  on  this  subject,  to  which  I  refer.3  Here  I 
may  quote,  however,  the  report  of  Chronicles,  that  King  Jehoso- 
phat  sent  missionaries  who,  in  the  primitive  way  of  those  days, 


1  DIN  So  Sxx  injn  nSaa  Sabbath,  91,  a. 

2  Jeremiah  xxii.  13. 

3  Vogelstein  :  Die  Entstehung  u.  Entwicklung-  des  Apostolats  im  Ju- 
dentum,    Monatsschrift  fur   Geschichten  Wissenschaft  des  Judentums, 
vol.  49,  pp.  427-449  ;  1905. 
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acted  simultaneously  as  teachers  and  judges,*  and  furthermore, 
to  the  account  given  in  the  Mishnah,5  that  the  Sanhedriii  of 
Jerusalem  sent  messengers  to  the  remotest  Jewish  settlements 
announcing  the  new  moon.  It  may  be  assumed,  without  taking 
undue  liberty  with  our  sources,  that  these  messengers  had.  at  the 
same  time  other  tasks  to  fulfill.  It  is  clearly  stated  that  in 
the  third  century  the  patriarch,  then  residing  in  Tiberias,  sent 
missionaries  to  investigate  the  school  system.6  The  surprising 
find  of  Assouan,  Egypt,  dating  from  the  fifth  century,  B.C., 
proves  a  regular  correspondence  of  distant  communities  with 
the  supreme  authority  in  Judaism  being  carried  on.7  The  same, 
to  quote  one  of  many  instances,  is  proven  in  a  Talmudic  re- 
port.* that  a  Rabbi  of  the  third  century,  in  order  to  give  author- 
ity to  an  institution  introduced  by  himself,  referred  it  to  a  letter 
received  by  Rabbi  Yohanan,  then  the  recognized  spiritual  leader 
in  Palestine. 

The  point  under  consideration  is  therefore  fully  established. 
It  was  a  practice  in  Israel  from  the  oldest  time,  that  constituted 
religious  authorities  sent  out  missionaries  to  isolated  commu- 
nities, in  order  to  teach  and  to  strengthen  them.  It  would  not 
appear  to  be  wrong  even  if  we  had  no  such  precedent,  that  the 

4 II  Chron.  xvii.  7-9. 
5  Rosh  Hoshanah,  i.  3. 
6Jer.  Hagigah,  76,  c. 

7  CLERMONT-GANNEAU  :   Jehovah  a  Elephantine.    Paris,  1907. 
I(SRAEL)    L(EVI)  :    Le   Temple  du   Dieu   Jahou   et    la   Colonie   Juive 
d'Elephantine  au  Ve.  Siecle  avant  1'Ere   Chretienne.     Revue  des 
Etudes  Juives.  vol.  54,  161  ff.  ;  56,  161-168  ;  57,  153-165. 
Idem:   La  Colonie  Juive  d'Assouan  au  Ve.  Siecle  avant  1'Ere   Chre- 
tienne. Ib.,  54,  35-44. 
PETERS  :  Die  Jiidische  Gemeinde  von  Elephantine-Syene  und  ihr  Tempel 

im  5.  Jahrhundert  vor  Christi  Geburt.  Freiburg  i.  B.,  1910. 
SACHAU  :    Drei  aramaische  Papyrusurkunden  aus  Elephantine.    Berlin, 

1907. 
SAYCE  and  COWLEY  :  Aramaic  Papyri  Discovered  at  Assouan.     London, 

1906. 
STAERK  :    Die  jtidisch-aramaischen  Papyri  von  Assuan,  sprachlich  und 

sachlich  erklart.   Berlin,  1907. 
Idem:  Aramaische  Urkunden  zur  Geschichte  des  Judentums  im  VI  und 

VII  Jahrhundert  sprachlich  und  sachlich  erklart.   Bonn,  1908. 
8  Sabbath,  115,  a. 


278  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

effort  should  be  made  by  larger  and  prosperous  communities, 
to  keep  in  touch  with  scattered  members  of  our  communion,  and 
to  devise  means  that  ' '  he  that  is  banished  be  not  an  outcast. ' ' " 

The  nearest  problem  at  home,  next  to  that  of  the  small  set- 
tlements in  our  country,  which  is  taken  care  of  by  the  School  and 
Synagogue  Extension  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congre- 
gations, is  that  of  the  small  communities  in  Central  and  South 
America.  I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  my  efforts  to  obtain 
definite  information  have  not  been  very  successful.  It  seems 
to  me  from  close  study  of  our  periodical  literature,  going  back 
to  its  beginnings,  that  only  in  Buenos  Ayres  we  have  a  regular 
communal  life,  that  might  compare  with  that  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada  on  this  continent,  and  with  the  old  com- 
munities in  the  Old  World.  Otherwise  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  merely  scattered  reports  of  an  occasional  settlement, 
which  has  a  Jewish  cemetery,  or  which  united  for  service  on 
the  holidays.  The  difficulties  of  obtaining  information  on  this 
point  are  fully  illustrated,  when  I  report  that  inquiring  of  a 
personal  friend,  living  in  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  who  lived  there  for 
several  years,  I  was  unable  to  obtain  any  definite  information 
as  to  Jews  living  there,  or  in  the  other  important  commercial 
centers  in  Brazil.  Conditions  in  Mexico,  I  know  from  per- 
sonal observation.  The  only  important  Jewish  settlement  in 
chat  country,  at  present  agitated  by  civil  war,  is  that  of  Mex- 
ico City,  the  capital.  A  great  many  Jews  living  there  can- 
not be  reached  at  all.  They  have  entirely  drifted  away  from 
Judaism,  and  do  not  wish  to  be  known  as  Jews.  Of  those  who 
still  may  be  reached  we  can  distinguish  three  groups :  one,  the 
largest,  consisting  of  Syrians,  the  next  one,  considerably  smaller, 
is  composed  of  Sefardic  Jews  from  Turkey,  and  the  third  one 
of  Ashkenazim,  hailing  from  all  parts  of  Europe  and  America. 
This  division  into  national  groups  shows  at  once  the  difficulty 
of  the  problem.  The  Syrians  and  Turks,  while  using  the  snme 
ritual,  are  different  both  in  social  habits  and  langnnjre.  the 
Syrians  speaking  the  Arabic  language,  while  the  Turks  still 
use  the  Judaeo-Spanish  idiom,  which  their  ancestors  brought 


9 II  Samuel  xiv.  14. 
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from  their  native  country  four  hundred  years  and  more  ago,  a 
most  marvellous  evidence  of  the  tenacious  loyalty  of  the  Jew 
to  his  native  country.  Far  .more  difficult  is  the  problem  of 
uniting  Sefardim  and  Ashkeuazim  of  European  descent.  They 
differ  in  the  ritual  so  widely  that  neither  section  will  find  itself 
at  home  in  the  service  of  the  other.  This  difficulty  is  enhanced 
by  the  different  pronunciation  of  the  Hebrew.  The  present 
period  is  naturally  not  propitious  to  the  handling  of  that  prob- 
lem, as  under  the  state  of  unrest  prevailing  in  Mexico,  for- 
eigners will  hardly  think  of  establishing  themselves  definitely 
in  that  country,  and  therefore  will  not  be  inclined  to  create 
institutions,  which  could  only  prosper  if  they  are  to  be  per- 
manent. Sooner  or  later,  however,  this  problem  will  become 
acute,  and  the  nearest  place  to  which  the  new  settlers  will  turn 
for  assistance,  is  the  United  States.  The  problem  of  recog- 
nizing the  Jewish  communities  in  our  sister  republic  across  the 
Rio  Grande  would  not  seem  so  difficult.  There  is  no  earthly 
reason  why  the  establishment  of  Jewish  congregations,  south 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  should  present  more  difficulties  than  their 
establishment  in  Florida,  Texas,  and  Lower  California,  which 
previous  to  their  annexation  to  the  United  States  surely  pre- 
sented conditions  similar  to  those  existing  in  Mexico  City  to- 
day. It  would  seem  that  the  sending  there  of  a  man  who,  in 
addition  to  his  theological  qualifications,  must  be  fully  con- 
versant with  the  Spanish  language,  would  solve  the  problem. 

Far  more  difficult  is  the  problem  of  dealing  with  those 
Jewish  communities  which  for  centuries  were  entirely  cut  loose 
from  the  main  body  of  Judaism.  One  such  problem  has  re- 
cently come  again  into  prominence  through  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Faitloviteh,  to  win  back  the  Falashas  to  Judaism.  As  Rabbi 
Zepin,  the  director  of  the  Synagogue  and  School  Extension 
Work,  lias  recently  presented  the  problem  in  a  clear  and  con- 
cise way,  it  is  absolutely  unnecessary  to  deal  with  it  at  length. 
Quite  similar  is  the  problem  of  winning  back  the  Chinese  Je\v>. 
who  two  centuries  ago  still  had  flourishing  communal  institu- 
tions, and  now  seem  on  the  eve  of  complete  absorption  by  their 
neighbors.  In  1900  there  was  an  organization  for  the  winning 
back  of  this  scattered  remnant  of  Israel,  undertaken  by  a  so- 
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ciety  in  Shanghai.  For  at  least  eight  years  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  this  organization,  and  yet  it  is  a  pity  that  in  modern 
times,  when  the  most  persistent  claim  of  the  advocates  of  apolo- 
gies of  Judaism  is  laid  on  the  universality  of  our  creed,  that  we 
should  look  with  indifference  upon  such  an  important  task. 

A  similar  problem,  which  through  political  conditions  of  the 
last  century  has  become  much  easier,  is  that  of  B'nai  Israel 
in  India.  They  were  also  for  centuries  out  of  touch  with  the 
general  body  of  Judaism,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  English 
language  now  forms  a  link  connecting  them  with  the  activities 
of  Judaism  in  countries  with  a  more  compact  settlement,  and 
that  there  are  Jews  from  Bagdad,  from  Persia,  and  from  Europe 
so  near  to  them,  that  in  spite  of  the  caste  system,  which  still 
is  lingering  there,  they  may  be  retained  within  the  fold  of 
Israel.  A  complete  outline  of  the  methods  to  be  pursued  in 
such  cases  would  somewhat  remind  me  of  the  fantastic  ideas 
of  King  Frederick  William  IV,  of  Prussia,  who  worked  out  a 
complete  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  native  Chinese  church, 
and  who  also  had  such  a  ready-made  scheme  for  the  conversion 
of  the  Jews,  consisting  in  the  establishment  of  a  Judaeo-Christiaii 
Church  in  Jerusalem,  presided  over  by  a  Bishop  of  Jewish  de- 
scent, who  would  at  first  make  concessions  to  Jewish  traditions, 
and,  like  the  apostles  of  old,  in  this  way  win  over  the  body  of 
Jews  to  the  Christian  Church.  There  was  a  former  Shochet 
and  native  of  the  province  of  Posen  appointed  to  this  episcopal 
see,  but  he  was  not  only  the  first  but  also  the  last  to  be  appointed 
by  the  king  of  Prussia.10  Missionary  work  of  that  kind  is  bound 
to  fail,  if  undertaken  by  people  living  at  a  distance,  and  no  mat- 
ter how  well  they  might  try  to  grasp  the  situation,  they  are 
bound  to  be  guided  by  analogies  entirely  inapplicable.  What 
can  be  done  at  this  early  stage,  is  merely  to  state  the  problem, 
the  solution  of  which  must  be  possible,  if  we  believe  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  cause. 

A  problem  which  is  more  along  the  line  of  sociological  mid 
practical  work  is  that  dealing  with  the  lands  of  oppression, 
especially  Morocco  and  Persia.  Both  countries  seem  at  present 


10  Hauck :  Protestantische  Realenzyklopadie,  vol.  8,  pp.  693-695. 
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on  the  eve  of  European  control,  if  not  annexation;  the  fidelity 
of  the  Jews  living  Jn  that  country  to  Judaism  is  out  of  the 
question.  They  possess  some  spiritual  life,  as  rabbinical  lit- 
erature bears  evidence.  Rabbi  Joseph  Hayim  Moses,  of  Bag- 
dad, who  died  three  years  ago,  Rabbi  Raphael  Aaron  Ben 
Simon,  of  Cairo,  and  Moses  Benaim,  of  Gibraltar,  both  of  the 
latter,  natives  of  Morocco,  show,  by  their  literary  activity,  that 
the  problem  in  Morocco  is  not  as  difficult  as  that  of  China,  India 
and  Abyssinia.  In  addition  we  have  the  work  of  the  Alliance 
Israelite  L  niverselle.  which,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  may  lay 
claim  to  having  done  pioneer  work  along  that  line.  The  diffi- 
culties of  the  problem,  however,  are  first  of  all  of  personal  na- 
ture. It  seems  exceedingly  difficult  to  find  the  right  men  and 
women  who  would  devote  their  lives — for  only  then  success  is 
possible — to  the  work  in  these  countries.  I  personally  met 
teachers  in  an  Alliance  school  in  the  Europeanized  Orient,  who 
related  with  horror  their  experiences  in  Teheran.  It  seems  that 
the  graduates  of  the  normal  school  of  the  Alliance,  raised  in 
Paris,  even  if  they  are  Orientals  by  birth,  consider  themselves 
Parisians  or  at  any  rate  acquire  the  taste  for  western  civiliza- 
tion to  such  an  extent  that  work  in  Persia,  where  they  are  cut 
oft'  from  th<j  comforts  of  western  life,  is  to  them  a  sort  of  an 
exile,  from  which  they  try  to  be  rescued  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity.  Another  difficulty  lies  in  the  task  itself.  There 
is  a  wide  gap  between  the  Oriental  and  the  Occidental  Jew,  and 
the  former,  drawn  without  any  transition  into  such  a  widely 
different  civilization,  is  apt  to  lose  his  Jewish  grounding.  Even 
in  this  case  I  would  not  venture  to  prescribe  the  remedy.  All 
tin's  must  be  left  to  the  experience  of  men  who  have  studied  the 
problem  on  the  spot. 

One  of  the  most  vital  problems  for  missionary  efforts  in 
Judaism  is  that  of  Palestine.  It  comprises  both  a  sociological 
and  a  religious  aspect.  Owing  to  differences  of  opinion.  I  beg 
leave  to  state  the  various  attitudes  to  this  problem,  changing 
with  the  attitude  to  the  task  of  Judaism  in  the  land  of  the 
fathers.  The  first  class  comprises  those  who  in  some  form  or 
other  stand  on  the  Zionistic  platform,  which  means  that  they 
either  believe  in  the  attainment  of  a  political  autonomy  for  the 
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Jews  of  Palestine  or — the  latter  seems  now  the  prevalent  idea 
in  Zionist  circles — on  the  platform  that  there  must  be  a  cul- 
tural center  of  Judaism  in  Palestine,  which  would  be  the  binder, 
securing  the  solidarity  of  the  Jews  all  over  the  world,  ' '  Kultur ' ' 
Zionism.  I  refrain  from  criticizing,  for  it  is  my  object  merely 
to  state  the  problem.  Another  class  consists  of  those  who,  while 
not  believing  that  Palestinian  Jewry  has  any  special  mission  for 
catholic  Israel,  feel  that  the  land  of  the  fathers  has  a  claim 
on  special  sympathy  for  the  Jews  all  over  the  world  on  strictly 
sentimental  grounds.  There  is  a  third  class,  at  one  time  repre- 
senting the  real  sentiment  of  the  occidentalized  Jew,  which  still 
stands  by  the  old  watchword :  ' '  America  is  our  Palestine  and 
Washington  our  Jerusalem!"  I  wish  to  say  that  1  was  able  to 
trace  this  idea  back  to  Herder  who,  over  a  hundred  years  ago, 
in  an  essay  on  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  recommended  the 
granting  of  full  equality  to  them,  because,  "Ihr  Palestina  1st 
sodann  da,  wo  sie  leben  und  edel  wirken,  allenthalben.11  In  the 
American  version,  I  found  this  thought  first  expressed  by  Gustav 
Posnansky,  who  said  at  the  dedication  of  the  Synagogue  of 
Charlestown,  S.  C.,  March  19,  1841,  "This  country  our  Pales- 
tine, this  city  our  Jerusalem,  and  this  house  of  God  our  tem- 
ple."32 At  the  dedication  of  the  new  Synagogue  of  Stuttgart, 
in  1861,  Rabbi  Joseph  Mayer,  substituted  Stuttgart13  for  Charles- 
town.  Somewhat  similarly  an  anonymous  contributor  to  the 
Vessillo  Israelitico,14  declared  that  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1870,  the  Messiah  entered  Rome  through  the  bridge  of  the  Porta 
Pia.  While  thus  we  have  quite  a  choice  of  various  Jerusalems, 
from  Charlestown,  S.  C..  to  Stuttgart,  Rome,  and  in  time,  very 
likely  to  Dawson  City,  Alaska,  or  to  Manila,  Philippine  Islands, 
even  these  believers  in  sectional  Jerusalems  know  that  the 
original  city  by  that  name  presents  an  important  problem.  For 
centuries  the  Jewish  settlements  of  Palestine  were  "a  bag  with 
holes/  The  settlement  which  was  formed  in  the  sixteenth 


nLudwig  Geiger  in  Allgemeine  Zeitung  des  Judentums,   1897,   pp. 
404-405. 

12  Sinai,  i,  p.  176. 

13  Der  Israelit,  1862,  p.  388. 
14 1910,  p.  549. 
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century,  chiefly  by  refugees  from  Spain,  was,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  Elijah  di  Vidas.1"  supported  by  stipends  from 
wealthy  -lews  in  other  countries.  Toward  the  end  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  when  the  zeal  of  the  Hasidim  from  Yolhynui 
established  the  Ashkenazim  settlement  in  Palestine,  we  have 
appeals  issued  from  all  important  rabbis  of  Poland  on  behalf 
of  those  brethren,  who  went  to  the  Holy  Land  to  devote  their 
lives  to  the  service  of  God.16  The  first  attempt  to  make  the  Je\\  > 
of  Palestine  self-supporting  seems  to  have  been  undertaken  by 
Sir  Moses  Montefiore,  through  the  funds  bequeathed  by  Judah 
Touro,  almost  sixty  years  ago.  It  resulted  in  complete  failure, 
which  was  due  partly  to  the  complete  indifference  of  the  occi- 
dental believers  in  their  local  Zion,  and  partly  to  the  antipathy 
of  the  orthodox,  who,  like  Hirsch  Lehren,  of  Amsterdam,  de- 
clared that  neither  a  doctor  nor  a  i  i  Sprochlehrer  '  '  should  ever 
set  foot  on  the  Holy  Land.  Even  now  some  orthodox  leaders 
oppose  what  they  call  the  industrializing  of  Palestine.  There 
is.  however,  a  more  sympathetic  attitude  to  this  sociological  task 
in  both  camps.  It  is  recognized  by  the  orthodox  that  the  sys- 
tem of  supporting  a  constantly  growing  population  by  charity 
and  the  raising  of  a  crop  of  hereditary  Schnorrers,  is  a  phys- 
ical impossibility.  It  is  recognized  within  the  camps  of  liberal 
Judaism,  that  since  we  cannot  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cries  of 
suffering  co-religionists  anywhere,  whether  the  suffering  is  due 
to  religious  oppression,  or  to  the  degrading  influences  of  a  mis- 
guided religious  sentiment,  assistance  must  be  given. 

While  I  again  would  refrain  from  outlining  a  complete 
method  how  this  task  is  to  be  accomplished,  I  would  turn  atten- 
tion to  the  noble  work  done  by  the  Bezalel  art  school.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  why  handmade  carpets  could 
not  just  as  well  be  manufactured  in  Palestine  as  in  Armenia 
and  in  Persia.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  with  the 
growing  tourists'  trade,  which  undoubtedly  will  develop  more 
and  more,  with  the  development  of  the  railroad  system,  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  souvenir  articles  will  yield  as  large 
returns  proportionately  as  it  yields  in  Switzerland,  Italy  and 


i.  p.  145,  b.,  ed.  Fiirth,  1763. 
16Luncz:  Jerusalem,  Jahrbuch,  ix,  1-62,  187-220.  Jerusalem,  1911. 
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Florida.  The  Palestinian  colonies,  while  not  fulfilling  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  enthusiastic  pioneers,  who  fled  from  persecu- 
tion in  Russia  and  Roumania  thirty  years  ago,  are  becoming 
important  factors.  Their  vineyards,  orange,  fig  and  almond 
orchards  are  yielding  increased  returns,  amounting  during  the 
last  year  for  orange  export  alone  to  one  million  of  francs. 
Equally  promising  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  feasibility 
through  an  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the  outside  world 
more  practical,  is  the  olive  culture.  It  is  claimed  that  twenty 
years  from  the  planting,  an  olive  grove  of  fifteen  trees  is 
able  to  support  a  family.  How  easy  it  would  be  to  assist  in 
the  propagation  of  this  task  of  uplifting  a  pauperized  com- 
munity to  the  level  of  self-support  and  self-respect,  and  in  this 
way  to  crush  out  the  unfortunately  most  flourishing  industry 
of  Palestine,  the  manufacture  of  Schnorr  circulars. 

Prosperity  is  impossible  in  a  community  of  retarded  intel- 
lectual growth.  People  who  are  to  win  in  a  race  for  existence 
must  be  equipped  with  the  means  to  struggle  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  task.  The  first  modern  school  in  Palestine 
was  the  von  Laemel  Schule,  established  in  1856  by  Elise  Herz 
in  Vienna,  in  memory  of  her  father,  Leopold  von  Laemel.17  It 
met  with  great  opposition  and  was  altogether  inadequately  en- 
dowed. Persistence  has  made  it  a  success  and  added  to  its 
primary  courses  a  commercial  department  and  a  normal  school. 
Other  institutions  have  followed,  some  like  the  "gymnasium"  of 
Jaffa,  and  the  polytechnic  of  Haifa,  aiming  at  higher  education, 
based  on  the  conception  of  a  national  idea.  This  aim  at  secular 
education,  so  vehemently  opposed,  not  only  at  the  foundation 
of  the  Laemel  Schule,  but  also  about  forty  years  ago,  when 
through  the  influence  of  Graetz  the  first  orphan  asylum  was 
established,  has  fired  the  conservative  element  into  competition, 
and  we  have  now  the  Tachkemoni  school  of  Jaffa,  the  best 
evidence  of  what  can  be  done  by  pioneer  work  in  the  way  of 
promotion  of  progressive  thought.  Naturally  the  strictly  char- 
itable organizations  must  not  be  entirely  overlooked.  Every 


17  Frankl :    Nach  Jerusalem,  Leipzig,  1858  ;    Antscherl :    Elise  Herz. 
Prague,  1911. 
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community  is  bound  to  have  its  percentage  of  dependents,  and 
this  percentage  must  naturally  be  larger  in  a  country  where 
religious  zeal  will  induce  a  large  number  of  old  people  to  settle, 
and  where  economic  conditions  will  create  a  disproportionately 
large  number  of  destitute  orphans  and  invalids.  Again  making 
an  apology  for  my  inability  to  outline  a  complete  method  of 
work,  I  beg  to  submit  the  question  of  how  to  regulate  the  sup- 
port given  to  these  needful  institutions. 

In  dealing  with  the  problems  of  scattered  members  of  Israel, 
we  must  not  overlook  one  schismatic  body,  which  is  separated 
from  catholic  Israel,  not  by  external  conditions  but  by  choice. 
I  am  speaking  of  the  Karaites.  Separated  from  the  large  body 
of  Israel  for  nearly  twelve  hundred  years,  the  Karaites  have 
never  lost  their  Jewish  identity,  but  under  the  present  conditions 
their  outlook  is  exceedingly  dim.  The  largest  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Jewish  sect  is  living  in  Russia.  Being  in  the  ma- 
jority commercial  people,  they  are  drifting  into  the  cities,  where 
they  naturally  form  a  very  small  band.  The  few  communities 
existing  outside  of  Russia  are  naturally  disintegrating.  This  is 
the  case  of  the  isolated  community  of  Halicz,  Galn-ia.  consist- 
ing of  about  fifty  families,  and  of  the  Congregation  of  Con- 
stantinople, comprising  about  twice  that  number.  Literary  ac- 
tivity has  practically  ceased  among  them  for  the  last  four  hun- 
dred years,  and  this  is  perhaps  a  hopeful  sign,  because  those 
who  had  wished  to  keep  abreast  of  Jewish  life  and  thought 
have  to  read  modern  Jewish  books  and  newspapers,  as  I  was 
able  to  observe  in  the  house  of  Sabbatai  Eliezer,  the  Haham,  of 
the  comparatively  large  community  of  Cairo,  numbering  about 
four  hundred  families,  while  the  small  community  of  Con- 
stantinople, not  having  a  school  of  its  own,  sends  its  children 
to  the  school  maintained  by  the  Alliance  Israelite.  The  friendly. 
I  might  say  enthusiastic,  reception  that  was  accorded  to  me  by 
the  Congregation  of  Constantinople,  and  afterward  to  Xahnm 
Sokolof,  may  be  interpreted  in  the  sense  of  a  growing  friendly 
feeling,  which  would  not  be  entirely  disproven  by  the  various 
reports  of  unfriendly  attitude  shown  by  the  Karaites  in  Odessa 
and  other  places  of  southern  Russia,  to  their  rabbanitic  brethren 
during  the  time  of  the  pogroms  in  1905.  Justice  demands  to 
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state  that  some  leading  Karaites  protested  against  these  reports 
as  calumny.  What  leads  me  to  believe  that  there  is  a  kindlier 
feeling  growing  up,  is  the  frequency  of  the  discussion  of  the 
intermarriage  question  within  late  years.  Two  cases  occurred 
within  recent  years  in  Odessa,18  at  both  of  which  the  Rabbi 
refused  to  officiate,  while  in  New  York  such  a  marriage  was 
solemnized  without  any  scruple.10  The  question  of  the  legality 
of  such  a  marriage  is  discussed  in  the  most  important  casuistic 
work  of  modern  times  in  the  ion  mw ,  Vol.  XII,  Part  ii, 
pp.  58-67.  Warsaw,  1902,  of  Hayim  Hezekiah  Medini.  It  is 
regrettable  to  state  that  this  leading  rabbinic  scholar  is  op- 
posed to  such  intermarriages,  although  more  than  one  hundred 
years  ago  Ezekiel  Landau,  otherwise  a  well-known  rigorist,  per- 
mitted them  under  certain  conditions.20  It  would  not  seem  too 
optimistic  to  believe  that  a  mission  establishing  a  contact  be- 
tween the  main  body  of  Israel  and  that  branch,  lopped  off  so 
many  years  ago,  is  promising  good  results.  This  task  should 
appeal  particularly  to  the  reform  branch,  whose  attitude  to  rab- 
binic authority  has  something  which  should  appeal  to  Karaite 
traditions. 

"Man  does  not  live  on  bread  alone."  There  are  so  many 
spiritual  tasks  in  Judaism,  which  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the 
economic  problems,  and  I  regret  to  say,  still  more  owing  to  the 
growing  indifference  to  Jewish  thought,  are  looked  upon 
askance.  This  is  especially  true  of  archseological  studies.  Im- 
portant excavations  have  been  carried  on  at  the  site  of  old 
Jericho,  in  the  Kidron  Valley  in  Galilee,  and  the  land  of  Moab. 
Jews  participate  in  them  occasionally  as  very  liberal  contribu- 
tors to  the  cost  of  the  work,  but  not  to  any  extent  as  scholarly 
promoters.  It  is  a  sad  fulfillment  of  the  proplTecy  that  we  shall 
sow  and  others  shall  reap.  No  one  has,  to  my  knowledge  at 
least,  undertaken  the  important  task  of  carrying  on  research 
work  in  southern  Babylonia,  where,  to  judge  from  a  clear  slate- 


18Hazefirah,  1912,  No.  27,  p.  3.  The  rabbinical  convention,  held  at 
St.  Petersburg,  passed  a  resolution,  April  5,  1910,  prohibiting  such  mar- 
riages. Fraind,  1910,  No.  72,  p.  1,  col.  1. 

19  Judisches  Tageblatt,  New  York,  December  26,  1909,  p.  1. 

N-n-no,  mwa  jmj.    Eben  ha-Ezer,  No.  5. 
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inent  in  the  Talmud,21  old  works  of  rabbinic  literature  must 
be  found  buried  in  the  ground.  It  is  quite  possible  within  the 
lifetime  of  our  present  membership  to  see  the  railroad  from 
Damascus  to  Bagdad,  and  from  Bagdad  to  the  Gulf  of  Persia, 
completed.  This  would  bring  the  country,  where  for  five  cen- 
turies Judaism  had  its  spiritual  center,  within  the  reach  of 
archaeological  students.  Are  we  preparing  for  this  task?  Are 
our  communities,  our  liberal  patrons  of  learning,  instructed  on 
the  importance  of  this  task  ?  I  fear  they  are  not.  And  yet  it 
requires  slow  work  to  raise  in  our  midst  men,  not  necessarily 
giving  their  personal  attention  to  such  work,  as  J.  P.  Morgan 
is  doing  in  upper  Egypt,  but  at  least  giving  liberally  and  will- 
ingly, if  not  encouraging  that  work  by  spontaneous  donations. 
In  the  same  way  literary  tasks  ought  to  be  mentioned.  We 
are  still  sufficiently  idealistic  to  find  men  in  our  midst,  satisfied 
if  they  can  obtain  the  means  for  the  publication  of  their  own 
works,  never  dreaming  of  any  adequate  returns.  \Ye  have  even 
some  who  are  willing  to  leave  a  record  of  their  mental  activity 
to  posterity,  and  to  pay  for  this  privilege;  but  how  about 
works  that  require  means  not  within  the  reach  of  the  author  and 
his  immediate  friends.  I  shall  quote  very  few.  There  is,  first 
of  all,  the  great  Hebrew  dictionary  of  Ben  Jehuda.  I  am  not- 
speaking  of  the  idea  which  prompted  him  to  do  the  work.  Let 
me  state,  though  I  wish  to  be  entirely  impartial,  that  the  hope 
of  establishing  a  Jewish  nationality,  through  a  revival  of 
Hebrew  as  a  spoken  language  and  of  reviving  the  Hebrew 
language  through  the  creation  of  a  dictionary  which  should  be 
recognized  as  the  standard  work  in  literature  and  conversation, 
is.  in  my  opinion,  visionary.  But  we  surely  need  a  dictionary 
which  would  cover  the  whole  field  of  the  development  of  the 
Hebrew  language  from  its  beginnings  in  the  Bible,  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  ~\Ye  have  excellent  dictionaries  of  biblical  Hebrew. 
\Ve  have  very  useful  works  on  Talmudic  language,  but  we  have 
nothing  covering  the  non-Talmudic  literature  of  the  earlier  time, 
and  the  whole  development  of  the  Hebrew  language  from  the 
close  of  the  Talmud.  The  work  of  Ben  Jehuda  has  reached  the 


21  Megillah,  26,  b. 
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fourth  volume,22  and  its  completion  is  quite  assured.  Is  it  ask- 
ing too  much  if  I  propose  to  the  members  of  this  Conference, 
ministering  to  well-to-do  congregations,  to  see  that  they  sup- 
port this  important  undertaking,  acquiring  the  book  for  their 
own  libraries,  that  they  induce  the  congregation  or  individual 
patrons  to  buy  a  copy  for  their  Sabbath  school  library  or  for  the 
public  library  of  their  city?  Not  with  the  intention  of  ex- 
hausting the  subject,  but  merely  in  the  way  of  illustration,  I 
shall  quote  other  tasks  that  appear  to  me  as  deserving  wide 
support.  A.  M.  Luncz,  a  blind  scholar  who  devoted  thirty 
years  of  his  life  to  the  study  of  Palestinian  antiquities,  wrote  to 
me  not  long  ago,  that  the  support  which  he  receives  for  his 
year  book,  ''Palestine, "  does  not  even  cover  the  expense  of 
printing.  I  have  particular  sympathy  for  this  man,  whose  life 
is  such  a  noble  example  of  devotion  to  the  cause  of  study,  and 
every  year  I  am  buying  a  number  of  copies  of  his  almanach 
which  I  dispose  of  to  personal  friends,  most  of  whom  are  mem- 
bers of  this  Conference.  I  .have  only  found  one  unwilling— 
probably  on  the  principle  of  his  belief  in  the  equation  of  Wash- 
ington and  Jerusalem — to  give  me  the  thirty  cents,  a  somewhat 
proverbial  sum,  that  I  asked  for  this  Luach.  Many  others  give 
me  more  than  I  ask  for,  and  in  this  way  enable  me  to  present 
copies  to  some  people  interested,  who  would  not  buy,  and  allow 
me  to  send  Mr.  Luncz  a  little  above  the  publisher's  price.  Mr. 
Luncz  also  is  trying  very  hard  to  give  us  the  first  and  much- 
needed  critical  edition  of  the  Jerusalem  Talmud.  If  he  could 
rely  on  concerted  systematic  efforts  of  a  body  like  ours,  who 
are  interested  in  such  an  undertaking,  his  task  would  be  facili- 
tated. Such  support  could  even  be  suggested  to  people  who 
believe  that  Shakespeare  or  Blackstone  are  their  Talmud,  as 
they  believe  that  Washington  is  their  Jerusalem,  for  they  could 
be  told  that  here  is  a  man  who  has  a  claim  on  charity,  but  he 
prefers  to  earn  a  livelihood,  and  he  gives  employment  to  Jewish 
printers,  who  are  thus  placed  in  a  position  of  presenting  an 
example  of  self-respecting  labor  in  a  pauperized  community. 
It  might  also  be  added  that  owing  to  the  establishment  of  a 


22  The  last  part  at  hand,  completing  the  third  volume,  ends  withrmn  . 
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printing  office  in  Jerusalem,  it  was  for  the  first  time  possible  to 
publish  Judaeo-Persian  works.  I  shall  quote  only  one  more 
instance,  because  it  is  something  that  has  a  personal  message 
for  me.  A  fellow  student  of  mine,  Judah  Theodor  in  Bojanowo, 
is  editing,  as  most  of  you  know,  a  critical  edition  of  Midrash 
Rabba  to  Genesis.  He  has  spent  a  lifetime  on  this  task.  For 
perhaps  more  than  thirty  years  he  has  been  ministering  to  that 
community  which,  according  to  the  latest  official  records  at  hand, 
numbers  forty-nine  souls.  His  only  ambition  in  life  was  to 
bring  out  this  work.  Under  great  difficulties  he  obtains  here 
and  there  a  subsidy  from  the  Zunz  fund,  the  Hilfsverein,  or  the 
Alliance  Israelite,  and  some  scanty,  but  highly  appreciated  as- 
sistance from  personal  friends  like  myself.  I  do  not  think  that 
this  is  a  normal  condition.  Of  course,  it  might  easily  be  said 
that  such  men  have  hobbies  of  interest  only  to  themselves,  and 
to  a  few  queer  cranks  of  similar  character,  and  that  they  have 
no  right  to  expect  their  personal  hobby  to  be  a  conveyance  for 
public  use.  Let  me  therefore  quote  to  you  what  Ludwig  Geiger 
said  on  the  question  of  interest  in  Jewish  literature.  For  the 
benefit  of  some  readers  of  this  year  book,  who  are  not  members 
of  this  Conference,  I  will  add  that  Ludwig  Geiger  is  Professor 
of  German  Literature  at  the  University  of  Berlin,  naturally,  I 
might  say,  professor  extraordinarius,  but  honored  by  the  title 
of  privy  councillor.  He  not  merely  published  the  Goethe  year 
book,  subsidized  by  a  well-endowed  institute  and  other  books 
of  general  interest  that  can  find  a  ready  publisher,  but  his  pen 
is  also  in  demand  by  leading  newspapers  as  that  of  a  popular 
essayist.  A  worthy  son  of  a  noble  father,  he  has,  however,  de- 
voted part  of  his  valuable  time,  and  hard-worked  ability  to 
Jewish  literature.  Ludwig  Geiger  once  said  (Allgem.  Zeitg.  d. 
Judtms..  1901,  pp.  32-33  )  :  "One  who  like  the  writer  of  these 
lines,  edited  for  five  years  a  Jewish  periodical,  can  sing  a  sad 
song  of  the  patronage  of  Jewish  literature  in  Jewish  circles." 

The  preface  to  "Seder  Rab  Amrain"  informs  us  that  a  little 
over  a  thousand  years  ago,  a  congregation  in  Spain  sent  to 
the  president  of  the  school  in  Sura  a  request  for  a  copy  of  the 
liturgy  in  use  in  that  community.  That  was  long  before  any- 
body thought  of  the  Bagdad  railroad,  and  long  before  the  time 
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when  one  section  of  a  Jewish  community  of  one  individual  city, 
dreamt  of  building  a  synagogue  costing  from  two  to  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  expected  according  to  precedents  to  last 
from  thirty  to  forty  years.  Is  this  not  a  complete  answer  to 
the  question :  * '  Do  we  need  missionary  efforts  in  Judaism  ?  ' ' 
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MEMORIAL  ADDRESSES. 

E 

I.    HERMAXX   ADLER,   LATE    CHIEF   RABBI   OF 

ENGLAND. 

BY  RABBI  ABRAM  S.  ISAACS,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

.17  r.  President,  Members  of  the  Conference,  Ladies  and  Gevtl<- 
men  : 

It  is  possible  to  exaggerate  the  importance  and  the  services 
of  a  leader  or  of  a  scholar,  who  passes  away;  and  for  two 
reasons:  first,  we  may  lack  the  perspective  to  judge  accurately 
our  contemporaries;  and  secondly,  we  may  possess  too  much 
racial  conceit  to  gauge  aright  a  man's  character  and  services. 
Now  in  the  case  of  Hermann  Adler  there  is  no  danger  of  exag- 
geration, for  that  man  in  his  fifty  years  of  activity  illustrated  at 
its  best  the  ideal  performance  and  the  ideal  character  of  the 
rabbi,  the  scholar,  the  worker  in  Israel. 

Born  in  the  city  of  Hanover  in  1839,  in  his  fifth  year  he  went 
with  his  father  to  London,  to  which  city  the  father  had  been 
called  as  Chief  Rabbi.  There  he  enjoyed  the  best  English  and 
Hebrew  education,  graduating  from  London  University  and 
going,  in  1861,  to  Leipsic  to  receive  there  the  degree  of  Doctor 
two  years  later,  and  also  studying  for  a  year  or  two  at  Prague 
under  the  scholar  Rapaport,  from  whom  he  received  his  rabbini- 
cal degree. 

Then  he  returned  to  London,  where  he  became  at  first  princi- 
pal of  London  Jews'  College,  then,  a  year  later,  in  1864.  was 
appointed  minister  of  the  Bayswater  Synagogue,  London.  In 
that  position,  for  many  years,  he  proved  an  excellent  preacher, 
organizer,  and  worker,  and  when,  in  1879,  his  father  showed 
much  feebleness,  he  was  chosen  Delegate-Chief  Rabbi  and  made 
an  efficient  co-worker. 
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From  1891,  when  his  father  died  and  he  became  Chief  Rabbi, 
until  his  death  last  year,  Hermann  Adler  showed  a  marvelous 
tact  and  a  spirit  of  leadership  which  made  Judaism  what  it  is 
in  the  British  Empire.  His  activities  were  intensified  by  the 
enormous  immigration  to  England  of  our  Jewish  brethren.  In 
1891  the  Jews  in  England  numbered  eighty  thousand;  at  Adler 's 
death,  in  1911,  they  had  increased  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand. 

Owing  to  his  many  varied  activities,  his  literary  work  was 
not  so  extensive.  He  wrote  a  series  of  essays,  numerous  miscel- 
laneous papers,  a  book  of  sermons.  But  the  real  worth  of  the 
man  was  less  in  his  pulpit  than  in  his  daily  life.  Many  years 
ago  it  was  my  privilege  to  enter  his  home  and  to  see  there  em- 
bodied the  old-fashioned  symbols  of  our  faith  with  a  charm  and 
a  genuineness,  which  went  to  my  heart.  There  were  his  wife, 
a  son  of  rare  merit,  and  he  himself,  forming  a  three-leaved 
clover,  whose  memory  will  not  easily  pass  away. 

Now  all  have  vanished.  We  rabbis  may  not  always  believe 
it,  but  our  best  sermon  is  the  sermon  we  live,  for  when  the  bene- 
diction in  the  pulpit  is  no  longer  heard,  if  our  lives  were  a 
benediction,  we  are  rabbis  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  And 
so  though  Hermann  Adler 's  voice  is  still  and  his  kindly  f  net- 
has  passed  away,  his  life's  benediction  still  survives.  'By  those 
who  knew  him  he  will  not  be  forgotten. 
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II.    MEMORIAL  ADDRKSS  OX  LIEBMAX  ABLER. 
BY  RABBI  TOBIAS  SCHANFARBER,  Chicago,  111. 

.  Prcsuh.nt,  Members  of  the  Conference,  my  dear  old  friends 
of  Har  Sinai  of  Baltimore: 

On  February  27th  the  Rabbinical  Association  of  Chicago,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Anshe  Maarabh  Congregation  of  that  city, 
celebrated  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Lieb- 
man  Adler.  The  celebration  of  that  event  had  to  be  postponed 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  very  week  in  which  it  was  to  have 
taken  place  the  faithful  spouse  of  Liebman  Adler,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven,  passed  out  of  this  life. 

During  the  forty  years  of  his  ministrations  in  this  country 
Liebman  Adler  occupied  but  two  pulpits.  Coming  to  this 
country  in  1854.  he  occupied  the  pulpit  of  Temple  Bethel  of 
Detroit.  Mich.,  and  in  1861  he  came  to  Chicago  and  there  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  of  Anshe  Maarabh  Congregation  for  the  rest  of 
his  years,  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life  having  been  given  over 
to  the  rest  which  he  well  deserved.  During  these  ten  he  was 
rabbi  emeritus  of  the  congregation. 

Liebman  Adler  was  a  good  Jew,  because  he  lived  his  Juda- 
ism:  lie  was  a  good  preacher,  because  he  lived  his  sermons:  he 
was  a  good  man,  because  he  lived  true  to  the  highest  ideals  of 
manhood.  There  are  ministers  who  pray  but  who  do  not  per- 
form ;  who  preach  but  do  not  practice.  Liebman  Adler  did  not 
belong  to  that  category.  He  prayed  and  performed ;  he 
preached  and  practiced.  It  is  greater  to  be  good  than  to  be 
great.  Indeed  the  greatest  greatness  is  goodness.  And  judged 
by  this  standard  Liebman  Adler  was  a  great  Jew;  he  was  a 
great  preacher;  he  was  a  great  man.  Liebman  Adler  was  no 
genius,  but  he  was  always  genial,  kind,  and  loving.  He  was 
not  ambitious  to  see  his  name  blazoned  before  the  public,  but  all 
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the  more  anxious  to  blaze  a  way  for  the  higher  life  in  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  his  constituents.  Liebman  Adler  was  not  a  great 
organizer,  but  he  organized  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of  those 
to  whom  he  brought  his  message  upon  the  highest  plane  of  true 
manhood  and  true  nobility.  Liebman  Adler  was  pure  gold 
both  within  and  without.  He  cared  little  for  the  externalities 
of  life,  but  all  the  more  for  the  internalities.  The  Hebrew 
writers  in  speaking  of  the  hypocrite  did  not,  as  in  our  time, 
speak  of  him  as  two-faced,  but  spoke  of  him  as  a  man  with  a 
k '  heart  and  a  heart. ' '  The  man  with  a  double  heart  was  looked 
upon  as  a  hypocrite.  Liebman'  Adler  did  not  have  a  depart- 
mental heart.  His  heart  was  whole  and  entire  with  God.  There 
was  no  simulation  or  dissimulation  in  his  character,  there  was 
nothing  of  the  spectacular,  the  theatrical,  or  the  sensational  in 
him.  His  sermons  were  so  plain,  so  simple,  that  they  could  be 
understood  by  the  smallest  child,  and  he  rarely  if  ever  touched 
upon  dogmatic  or  doctrinal  points.  His  sermons  always  treated 
of  the  homely  virtues  of  life,  how  we  should  live,  how  we  should 
deport  ourselves  upon  this  earth. 

In  his  farewell  sermon,  preached  before  the  Anshe  Maarabh 
Congregation,  he  told  his  people  that  he  preferred  to  be  regarded 
as  an  " orthodox  reformer7'  rather  than  a  "reformed  orthodox," 
thereby  trying  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  deep  down 
things  of  Judaism  should  be  preserved  and  conserved.  In  the 
trying  and  troublous  days  of  our  country,  when  the  North  and 
South  were  rent  in  twain,  it  was  at  that  time  that  Liebman 
Adler  lifted  his  voice  in  no  uncertain  terms  against  that  in- 
humanity of  slavery  that  marred  the  fair  escutcheon  of  our 
country,  even  as  did  your  own  David  Einhorn  in  the  very  midst 
of  the  battle  that  was  being  carried  on  all  around  about  him. 

In  one  of  those  homely  sermons  of  his,  he  asked  the  question, 
What  is  it  that  a  man  or  a  woman  would  like  said  of  them  when 
the  hour  comes  for  their  parting  from  this  life?  "Is  it,"  he 
asked,  "that  he  was  an  artist,  a  scholar,  or  a  millionaire;  or  a 
woman  of  grace  and  beauty?"  No,  said  he,  those  are  not  the 
things  that  we  desire  to  have  said  of  us  when  the  final  moment 
comes,  but  we  prefer  used  with  reference  to  us  that  word 
which  is  untranslatable  in  any  other  language,  the  word 
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tsaddik,  that  we  lived  a  righteous,  god-fearing  life,  that  we 
lived  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  And  this 
word  could  be  used  with  reference  to  the  life  of  Liebman 
Adler.  He  was  a  tsaddik  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word.  Per- 
haps the  greatest  sermon  of  his  life  was  the  sermon  he  preached 
in  his  last  will  and  testament,  wherein  he  said,  "When  I  die, 
should  my  family  desire  as  a  help  for  science  that  a  post-mor- 
tem examination  should  be  made,  let  such  an  examination  be 
made " ;  "no  eulogy, "  "no  flowers " ;  " my  coffin  shall  cost 
seven  dollars/ '  And  to  his  sons  he  gave  a  message  that  might 
well  be  taken  to  heart  by  the  people  of  to-day:  "My  sons,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  one  should  be  rich  in  order  that  he  may 
be  happy.  I  implore  you,  as  you  walk  in  and  out  upon  this 
earth,  do  not  speculate/7  This  was  the  glorious  message  which 
he  gave  to  his  family  in  taking  leave  from  them. 

Perhaps  he  was  not  widely  known  outside  of  his  own  little 
sphere  of  activity,  but  a  life  such  as  was  his,  a  life  that  stood 
out  for  the  deeper  things  of  this  existence,  that  stirred  the  hearts 
of  others,  cannot  be  extinguished  when  the  taper  flickers  out. 
It  lives  and  will  live  on  forever  in  the  influence,  in  the  glorious 
influence,  which  it  has  left  back  of  it. 
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III.    MEMORIAL  ADDRESS  ON  HEINEMANN 
VOGELSTEIN. 

(1841-1911.) 
BY  RABBI  DAVID  PHILIPSON,  Cincinnati.  0. 

Some  thirteen  years  ago,  on  May  25,  1899,  the  Union  of  the 
Liberal  Rabbis  of  Germany  was  organized.  The  man  who  had 
been  acknowledged  for  many  years  to  be  the  leader  among 
the  German  liberal  rabbis,  Dr.  H.  Vogelstein,  of  Stettin,  was 
elected  president  of  the  new  organization;  in  truth  it  was 
through  his  initiative  and  efforts  that  the  new  society  was  called 
into  being ;  he  continued  to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  organization 
until  the  day  of  his  death,  August  4,  1911.  In  all  the  liberal 
religious  movements  among  German  Jews  during  the  past  quar- 
ter of  a  century  Vogelstein  played  a  leading  role;  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  designated  '  *  the  veteran  and  spiritual  leader 
of  liberal  Judaism  in  Germany." 

Heinemann  Vogelstein  was  born  February  13,  1841,  in  Lage, 
a  town  in  the  principality  of  Lippe.  After  receiving  his  ele- 
mentary and  secondary  education  in  his  native  town,  and  in 
Detmold,  he  went  to  Breslau  in  1859  and  matriculated  as  a 
student  in  the  University  of  that  city  as  well  as  at  the  Jewish 
theological  seminary,  it  being  his  avowed  purpose  to  pursue  the 
rabbinical  career.  He  graduated  from  the  seminary  in  1868 
and  through  the  influence  of  Zacharias  Frankel,  the  head  of  the 
institution,  he  was  elected  rabbi  of  the  Jewish  congregation  in 
Pilsen,  Bohemia,  that  same  year.  He  remained  here  till  1880 
when  he  was  called  to  be  rabbi  of  the  congregation  of  Stettin. 
Here  he  served  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

We  are  told  that  even  during  his  student  years  at  the  Breslau 
Seminary,  he  inclined  toward  the  principles  of  the  Jewish  re- 
form movement  whose  great  leader,  Abraham  Geiger,  was  rabbi 
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of  the  Breslau  congregation  at  that  time;  however,  because  of 
the  strained  relations  existing  between  the  seminary  administra- 
tion and  Geiger,  it  was  quite  out  of  the  question  for  any  student 
of  the  institution  to  come  into  close  personal  contact  with  the 
liberal  leader.  It  was  not  till  the  year  1871,  at  the  noted  Augs- 
burg Synod,  which  he  attended  as  a  delegate  from  his  congrega- 
tion at  Pilsen,  that  the  young  man  met  and  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Geiger.  The  Leipzig  Synod,  which  had  met  two  years 
previously,  had  been  denounced  by  the  orthodox  wing  because 
of  its  liberal  tendencies;  it  was  therefore  quite  natural  that 
its  successor,  the  gathering  at  Augsburg,  should  be  discounte- 
nanced and  avoided  by  that  party.  The  delegates  who  gathered 
at  Augsburg  were  men  of  liberal  inclinations.  Hence,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  young  rabbi  of  Pilsen  was  notable,  he  being  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Breslau  seminary,  the  seat  of  official  orthodoxy.  In 
fact,  he  was  the  only  graduate  of  the  seminary  present  at  the 
gathering.  His  attendance  upon  the  synod  was  indicative  of 
the  trend  of  his  religions  opinions.  He  was  warmly  welcomed 
by  the  other  delegates.  In  a  letter  written  from  Augsburg  to 
a  friend,  he  speaks  of  himself  as  the  "enfant  cheri"  at  the 
synod.  For  so  young  a  man  he  took  quite  a  prominent  part  in 
the  proceedings.  In  the  debate  on  the  resolution  declaring  the 
ehalitza  ceremony  to  be  without  significance,  the  youthful  rabbi 
uave  utterance  to  words  which  were  prophetic  of  his  future 
course.  He  said :  ' '  Either  we  say  that  the  Biblical  legislation 
must  endure  simply  because  it  is  in  the  Bible,  although  the 
reason  for  it  has  ceased  (in  that  case  the  letter  of  the  Bible  is 
our  sanctuary,  even  if  the  spirit  has  departed),  or  we  say,  we 
revere  the  Bible  and  we  consider  every  word  in  it  as  wise  and 
holy.  "We  do  not  fail  to  recognize  that  through  this  law,  which 
is  contained  in  the  fifth  book  of  Moses,  a  beneficial  institution 
was  founded  for  that  age;  but  we  know  that  the  reasons  that 
gave  rise  to  that  law  do  not  exist  for  us.  We  know,  further, 
that  its  observance  would  no  longer  be  a  benefit  for  us,  but  a 
frightful  calamity;  we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  abrogate  it 
altogether.  Thus  we  will  be  true  to  our  conscience,  and  at  the 
same  time  will  assume  the  proper  attitude  of  reverence  toward 
the  Bible." 
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Throughout  his  career  he  may  be  said  to  have  occupied  the 
standpoint  of  Geiger,  which  we  may  define  by  the  term,  his- 
torical reform,  by  which  we  mean,  no  break  with  the  past  but  a 
gradual  and  continual  development.  For  Vogelstein,  as  for  all 
the  liberal  leaders  who  are  not  of  the  radical  Holdheim  type, 
reform  Judaism,  while  demanding  the  interpretation  and  pres- 
entation of  the  principles  and  institutions  of  the  religion  in  the 
light  of  the  outlook  and  the  religious  needs  of  the  modern  Jew, 
yet  avoids  the  separation  from  the  Keneset  Yisrael. 

Vogelstein  believed  fully  in  organization  and  took  a  leading 
part  in  all  the  .Jewish  religious  organizations  of  his  country. 
He  was  one  of  the  foremost  figures  in  the  conferences  of  German 
rabbis  organized  in  1884;  as  has  already  been  said,  he  called 
into  being  the  Union  of  Liberal  Rabbis  and  he  likewise  gave  the 
impulse  toward  the  formation  of  that  great  organization  which 
now  numbers  its  members  by  the  thousands  throughout  Ger- 
many, namely,  the  Society  for  Liberal  Judaism  in  Germany 
(Die  Vereinigung  fur  das  Liberale  Judenthum  in  Deutschland). 
During  the  last  decade  of  his  life  he  was  present  at  all  meetings 
held  for  the  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  liberal  Judaism ;  every- 
where he  was  deferred  to  as  a  leader.  His  chief  literary  con- 
tribution to  the  liberal  Jewish  cause  was  his  revision  and  transla- 
tion of  the  prayer-book,  at  the  request  of  the  Union  of  Jewish 
Congregations  in  Westphalia;  he  was  guided  by  the  following 
principles :  the  elimination  of  those  prayers  which  are  no  longer 
prayable  to-day;  the  excision  of  those  portions  wherein  men- 
tion is  made  of  sacrifices  and  sacrificial  service;  the  removal  of 
passages  speaking  of  the  return  to  Jerusalem ;  the  avoidance 
of  the  many  repetitions  and  reiterations,  notably  when  the  con- 
tent of  one  prayer  is  repeated  in  the  next  following;  the  re- 
moval of  all  expressions  not  in  consonance  with  the  outlook  of 
our  time  (by  which  is  to  be  understood  also  the  limitation  of  the 
mystical  element  as  far  as  this  is  possible). 

When  the  book  appeared  in  1894  it  was  bitterly  attacked  by 
the  orthodox  leaders  and  the  orthodox  press.  In  his  answer 
to  thosp  attacks  Vogelstein  urged  his  liberal  co-religionists  not 
to  be  dismayed,  but  to  remain  true  to  their  views  despite  the 
acrimonious  utterances  against  the  liberal  movement.  "If  you 
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do  not  wish  Israel  to  be  gathered  from  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth  and  brought  back  to  Palestine,"  he  wrote,  "if  you  be- 
lieve that  the  sacrificial  service  was  simply  a  concession  to  views 
now  antiquated,  and  that  its  restoration  is  not  desirable,  then 
let  the  truth  have  its  place  in  the  prayers,  and  be  not  led  by  fear 
or  false  considerations  to  utter  with  your  lips  what  your  heart 
does  not  share ;  make  not  of  your  tongue  a  bow  of  falsehood ;  and 
be  assured  that  if  as  true  Israelites  you  will  speak  the  praise  of 
the  Highest  in  your  houses  of  worship  with  the  expressions  in 
the  new  prayer-book,  you  will  perform  a  service  acceptable  to 
God." 

It  was  not  my  pleasure  to  know  Dr.  Yogelstein  personally. 
From  all  accounts,  however,  he  was  a  most  lovable  personality, 
genial  and  kindly.  In  his  home  he  exemplified  all  the  virtues  of 
the  traditional  Jewish  family  life;  among  his  friends  his  was  a 
name  to  conjure  with.  This  memorial  meeting,  although  held 
so  far  away  from  the  home  and  the  country  where  he  performed 
his  life's  tasks  yet  receives  a  very  intimate  touch  from  the  fact 
that  his  son,  a  resident  of  our  great  American  metropolis,  is 
present  here  to-night,  to  join  with  us  in  honoring  his  father's 
memory.  Through  this  living  presence  of  his  son,  we  are 
brought  closer  to  the  noble  man,  whom,  though  a  stranger  to 
most  of  us,  we  hold  in  appreciative  recollection. 

Vogelstein  belonged  to  what  we  may  call  the  third  genera- 
tion of  reformers ;  when  he  began  his  life  work  the  liberal  move- 
ment, owing  to  reactionary  influences,  was  largely  in  eclipse ; 
he  contributed  greatly  toward  bringing  its  principles  again  to 
the  fore  and  reawakening  the  interest  of  his  co-religionists,  so 
that  the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century  has  witnessed  the 
active  participation  of  a  greater  number  of  German  Jews  in  the 
liberal  cause  than  ever  before.  It  is,  therefore,  entirely  meet 
and  fitting  that  we  members  of  this  Conference  testify  to  our 
appreciation  of  the  service  of  our  German  brother  and  col- 
league who,  by  his  devotion  and  his  ability,  has  won  a  prom- 
inent place  in  modern  Judaism 's  hall  of  fame. 
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•'THE  ATTITUDE  OF  JUDAISM  TOWARD   CHRISTIAN 

SCIENCE." 

(A  Paper  Read  Before  the  Central  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  April  15,  1912.) 

BY  RABBI  MAURICE  LEFKOVITS,  Duluth,  Minn. 

This  paper  is  not  intended  to  sound  a  note  of  alarm.  There 
is  no  cause  for  alarm.  The  number  of  Jews  formally  affiliated 
with  the  Christian  Science  movement  is  infinitesimally  small. 
It  constitutes  less  than  one  twenty-fifth  of  one  per  cent,  of  the 
total  Jewish  population  of  this  country. 

This  paper  is  intended  to  define  a  matter  of  compatibility. 
Few  as  they  are,  there  are  yet  some  Jews  who  hold  regular 
membership  in  Christian  Science  churches,  so  called,  and  most 
of  them,  at  the  same  time,  insist  upon  denominating  themselves 
as  Jews  by  faith.  This  presents  a  peculiar  situation.  It  is  un- 
precedented in  Jewish  history.  Heretofore,  when  a  Jew  identi- 
fied himself  with  an  institution  that  designated  itself  as  a 
Christian  church,  he  knew  that  by  such  act  of  his  he  has  ceased 
to  be  a  Jew  in  faith.  Not  so  with  regard  to  Christian  Science. 
Quite  a  few  of  its  Jewish  adherents  claim  to  have  become  better 
Jews,  both  in  faith  and  in  practice,  since  coming  into  Christian 
Science,  and  almost  all  of  them  find  their  divided  allegiance  be- 
tween JUDAISM  and  Christian  Science  perfectly  compatible.  Is 
this  presumed  compatibility  borne  out  by  the  facts  of  the  case? 
Can  a  Jew  be  both  a  Jew  b if  faith  and  a  Christian  Scientist  by 
profession?  This  is  the  question,  and  it  is  the  only  question  with 
which  this  paper  is  concerned,  and  which  the  writer  thereof 
would  fain  help  in  answering. 

To  answer  this  question  we  must  first  of  all  make  clear  to 
our  minds  the  real  status  of  Christian  Science.  Is  Christian 
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Science  merely  or  chiefly  a  sort  of  healing  association,  practising 
ami  propagating  certain  metliods  of  curing  physical  ills,  whilst 
its  presumably  religious  teachings  arc  purely  incidental,  to  be 
accepted  or  rejected  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  devotee? 
It'  sudi  were  the  case,  then  a  Jew  could  perhaps  join  a  Christian 
Science  church,  so  called,  for  the  sake  of  its  teachings  dealing 
solely  with  man's  physical  welfare;  he  would  still  be  at  liberty  to 
reject  its  teachings  bearing  on  man's  spiritual  welfare,  and  thus 
continue  a  Jew  in  faith. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  however.  Christian  Science  is  more  than 
a  mere  healing  association.  It  is  primarily  a  religious  organiza- 
tion. It  is  a  church.  Its  healing  activities  are  of  subordinate 
significance  in  its  comprehensive  scheme  of  salvation.  They  are 
of  purely  evidential  value  in  the  equation  of  Christian  Science. 
The  chief  interest  of  Christian  Science  is  not  the  healing  of  the 
sick,  but  the  healing  of  the  sinner:  the  former  is  merely  a  test 
of  its  ability  to  do  the  latter.  But  to  do  the  latter,  i.e.,  to  heal 
the  sinner,  to  effect  man's  spiritual  salvation,  that  is  its  chief 
and  supreme  concern.  And  it  posits  its  ability  to  effect  man's 
spiritual  salvation  on  certain  truths,  for  which  it  claims  direct 
divine  revelation  and  absolute  divine  authority.  These  truths 
Christian  Science  has  crystallized  into  a  well-defined  creed.  This 
creed  every  one  who  joins  its  ranks  must  subscribe  to  unre- 
servedly. For  the  dissemination  of  this  creed  Christian  Science 
has  brought  into  life  a  most  admirable  organization,  probably 
one  of  the  most  rigorously  centralized  religious  organizations  the 
world  has  ever  known.  With  its  head-quarters  in  Boston,  it  has 
branch  societies  in  every  civilized  country  on  the  globe.  Its 
houses  of  worship  are  increasing  in  number  with  astounding 
rapidity.  In  them  divine  services  are  held  weekly  on  the  uni- 
versally accepted  Sabbath  Day.  paralleling  even  the  church- 
traditioned  mid-week  prayer  meeting  by  its  mid-week  testi- 
monial meetings,  so  called.  In  every  sense,  therefore,  Chris- 
tian Science  is  not  a  mere  healing  association,  but  a  religious 
organization,  not  a  mere  medical  fraternity,  but  a  church  com- 
munity. 

And  it  is  a  Christian  religious  organization.  It  is  a  Chris- 
tian church  community.  It  calls  itself  Christian  Science.  Its 
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houses  of  worship  are  designated  as  Churches  of  Christ.  Its 
central  figure  is  Christ  Jesus.  It  was  through  him  that  God  re- 
vealed those  great  truths  which,  in  our  age,  have  been  redis- 
covered by  Christian  Science.  It  was  he  who  first  apprehended, 
taught,  and  demonstrated  those  truths.  It  is  he  who  is  the 
original  source  and  supreme  sanction  of  Christian  Science. 
There  is  hardly  a  page  in  "Science  and  Health,"  the  book  al- 
most co-equal  with  the  Bible  in  the  estimation  of  Christian 
Scientists,  on  which  the  name  of  Christ  Jesus  does  not  oc- 
cur once  or  more  often.  There  is  hardly  a  page  in  all  Chris- 
tian Science  literature  but  stresses  the  claim  that  Christian 
Science  is  a  revival  of  the  early  Christianity  taught  by  Christ 
Jesus  and  practiced  by  the  early  Christian  Church.  Nowhere 
is  it  stated  that  Christian  Science  is  a  restatement  of  JUDAISM. 
On  the  contrary,  wherever  JUDAISM  is  referred  to  in  Christian 
Science  literature  it  is  invariably  done  in  a  manner  more  or  less 
slighting  and  deprecating.  Christian  Science  claims  to  be  a 
rediscovery  and  reinterpretation  of  no  other  religious  truths 
than  those  of  Christianity,  of  early  Christianity,  forsooth,  but 
of  Christianity  none  the  less.  It  matters  not  that  the  Christian 
Church  proper  does  not  recognize  Christian  Science  as  its  legiti- 
mate offspring;  for  us  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that  Christian 
Science  itself  claims  emphatically  to  be  nothing  else  but  Chris- 
tian, a  reembodiment  of  the  truths  first  taught  by  Christ  Jesus 
and  practiced  by  the  early  Christian  Church.  By  its  own  pre- 
tension and  profession,  therefore,  Christian  Science  is  a  Chris- 
tian church  and  religion,  and  no  other. 

Let  us  bear  in  mind  these  two  facts:  Christian  Science  is  a 
religion;  Christian  Science  is  a  Christian  religion.  From  this 
it  follows,  as  a  logical  result,  that  a  person  cannot  be  a  pro- 
fessor of  both  the  Christian  Science  religion  and.  of  the  Jewish 
religion  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Being  two  distinctively  de- 
nominated religious  systems,  each  has  presumably  its  own  pecul- 
iar concepts  of  God,  man  and  the  universe.  Each,  of  necessity, 
claims  that  its  own  concepts  are  the  truest  and  purest  vouch- 
safed to  man.  These  claims  are  naturally  re-echoed  by  the  re- 
spective devotees  of  the  two  systems.  The  Christian  Scientist 
affirms  that  it  is  Christian  Science  that  interprets  the  truths  of 
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religion  in  their  truest  and  purest  form ;  and  the  Jew,  of  course, 
affirms  as  much  in  behalf  of  JUDAISM.  The  Christian  Scientist 
asserts  that  the  summum  bonum,  both  temporal  and  eternal,  is 
to  be  found  by  way  of  Christian  Science,  while  the  Jew  projects 
JUDAISM  as  the  best  channel  of  reaching  that  goal.  How,  then, 
can  a  man  be  both  a  believing  Jew  and  a  believing  Christian 
Scientist  at  the  same  time?  If  he  believes  that  JUDAISM  repre- 
sents the  highest  unfoldment  of  religious  truths  extant,  then  he 
cannot  consistently  be  a  Christian  Scientist;  if  he  believes  that 
Christian  Science  does  it,  then  he  cannot  consistently  be  a  Jew. 
On  this  purely  formal  ground,  therefore,  it  is  evident  that  a  Jew 
cannot  be  concurrently  an  adherent  of  both  JUDAISM  and  Chris- 
tian Science. 

This  incompatibility  becomes  still  more  apparent  when  we 
examine  the  creed  of  Christian  Science.     It  reads  as  follows : 

1.  "As  adherents  of  the  Truth  we  take  the  inspired  Word 
of  the  Bible  as  our  sufficient  guide  to  eternal  life. 

2.  We  acknowledge  and  adore  one  supreme  and  infinite  God. 
We  acknowledge  His  Son,  one  Christ;  the  Holy  Ghost  or  divine 
Comforter;  and  man  in  God's  likeness. 

3.  We  acknowledge  God's  forgiveness  of  sin  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  sin  and  the  spiritual  understanding  that  casts  out  evil 
as  unreal.    But  the  belief  in  sin  is  punished  so  long  as  the  belief 
lasts. 

4.  We  acknowledge  Jesus'  atonement   as  the  evidence  of 
divine,  efficacious  Love,  unfolding  man 's  unity  with  God  through 
Christ  Jesus  the  Wayshower ;  we  acknowledge  that  man  is  saved 
through  Christ,  through  Truth,  Life,  and  Love  as  demonstrated 
by  the  Galilean  prophet  in  healing  the  sick  and  overcoming  sin 
and  death. 

5.  We  acknowledge  that  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  and  his 
resurrection  served  to  uplift  faith  to  understand  eternal  Life. 

6.  And  we  solemnly  promise  to  watch  and  pray  for  that 
Mind  to  be  in  us  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus;  to  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  have  them  do  unto  us;  and  to  be  merciful, 
just,  and  pure." 

It  will  be  seen,  even  at  the  merest  glance,  that  this  creed  is, 
in  form  and  phraseology,  thoroughly  and  typically  Christian. 
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There  is  the  traditional  statement  of  the  belief  in  the  Trinity- 
God,  Son,  the  Holy  Ghost ;  there  is  the  acknowledgment  of  Jesus ' 
Atonement,  of  Christ's  saviourship  as  the  Wayshower,  of  Jesus' 
crucifixion  and  resurrection  testifying  to  the  Truth,  and  finally 
1li<>  prayer  for  the  Mind  that  was  in  Christ.  It  is  true  that 
Christian  Science  invests  these  forms  and  phrases  with  a  mean- 
ing entirely  different  from  that  given  to  them  by  Christianity 
proper;  but  even  in  their  new  interpretation  the  doctrines  they 
convey  must  be  non-acceptable  to  the  Jew.  Christian  Science 
does  not  believe  in  the  deity  of  Jesus,  but  it  does  believe  that 
he  was  the  offspring  of  Mary's  self-conscious  communion  with 
God;  and  it  supplements  this  belief  with  the  statement  that 
thus  far  only  he,  and  no  one  else,  has  had  such  consciously 
divine  descent.  Christian  Science  rejects  the  belief  that  the 
blood  of  Jesus  atones  for  the  sins  of  those  professing  faith  in 
him,  but  it  emphatically  upholds  the  belief  that  he.  of  all  men, 
was  the  Wayshower,  that  he,  infinitely  more  than  any  one  else, 
manifested  the  Christ  spirit,  and  thus  he  pre-eminently  pointed 
and  still  points  man's  way  to  salvation.  Christian  Science 
iH'uates  the  Saviourship  of  Jesus,  as  it  is  usually  understood,  yet 
it  asserts  without  qualification  that  only  by  living  the  truths 
first  taught  and  demonstrated  by  Jesus  can  man  escape  sin. 
sickness,  death,  and  attain  unto  salvation  here  and  hereafter. 
The  creed  of  Christian  Science  thus  assigns  to  Jesus  a  position 
in  human  thought  and  belief  that  is  absolutely  unique  and  dis- 
tinct; no  other  personality  can  ever  take  his  place  or  in  any 
way  equal  him.  Pie  is  not  God,  forsooth,  but  he  is  so  far  above 
the  human  that  he  is  almost  God.  It  is  indeed  difficult,  when 
analyzing  the  elements  that  make  his  being  so  unique  and  match- 
less, to  think  of  him  in  any  other  manner  than  as  a  God.  The 
man  who  subscribes  to  the  creed  of  Christian  Science  affirms  his 
belief  in  this  unique,  unmatched,  and  unmatchable  position  of 
Christ  Jesus.  He  affirms  his  belief  that  Jesus,  the  son  of  Mary, 
was  the  offspring  of  Mary's  self-conscious  communion  with  God ; 
that  thus  far  only  he,  of  all  men,  has  had  such  consciously 
divine  causation ;  that  because  of  such  consciously  divine  causa- 
tion of  his  being  the  Christ  spirit,  the  spirit  of  Truth,  Life,  and 
Love,  dwelt  in  him  and  was  apprehended  by  him  in  an  infinitely 
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larger  measure  than  by  any  other  being  that  ever  appeared  on 
earth;  that  because  of  his  full  realization  of  the  Christ  spirit 
indwelling  in  him.  he  was  able  to  rise  from  what  man  commonly 
called  death,  not  only  in  spirit,  but  in  body;  in  the  same  appar- 
ent body  in  which  he  lived  and  toiled  and  suffered,  and  which 
body,  after  its  crucifixion,  was  securely  sealed  in  the  tomb,  he 
rose  from  tlu-re.  became  visual  to  his  disciples,  spoke  to  them, 
ate  with  them,  pointing  to  his  body,  his  hands  and  feet,  his 
flesh  and  bones,  and  thus  demonstrated  to  them,  and  through 
them  to  all  humanity,  the  saving  truth  of  the  Nothingness  of 
Matter  and  the  Allness  of  Spirit;  that  by  such  demonstration, 
Jesus,  the  son  of  Mary,  became  Christ  Jesus,  the  one  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  the  TTayshower,  the  matchless  divine-human  ex- 
emplar of  the  way  to  salvation.  All  these  beliefs  are  implied 
in  the  creed  of  Christian  Science.  The  Jew  who  joins  a  Chris- 
tian Science  church  subscribes  to  this  creed;  he  thereby  signifies 
his  acceptance  of  the  beliefs  implied  therein.  But  none  of  these 
beliefs  are  sanctioned  by  JUDAISM.  JUDAISM  knows  naught  of 
spiritual  conception ;  it  knows  naught  of  bodily  resurrection, 
apparent  only  though  to  be ;  and  it  knows  absolutely  nothing  of 
any  particular  divine-human  AYayshower  of  salvation.  .  All  these 
beliefs  are  un-Jewish  and  anti-Jewish;  they  militate  not  only 
n  gainst  the  letter,  but  also  against  the  spirit  of  JUDAISM.  Hence 
it  is  self-evident  that  a  Jew  cannot  consistently  be  an  adherent 
of  both  Christian  Science  and  JUDAISM  at  the  same  time. 

This  incompatibility  becomes  still  further  evident  when  we 
examine  those  doctrines  of  Christian  Science  which  are  charac- 
teristically and  typically  its  own.  But  again  be  it  borne  in  mind 
that  these  doctrines,  too,  have  for  their  source  and  sanction  the 
alleged  teachings  and  demonstrations  given  by  Christ  Jesus, 
and  are  advanced  not  as  mere  metaphysical  theories  but  as 
fundamental  religious  truths,  divinely  revealed  and  divinely 
authorized.  They  may  be  summed  up  as  follows:  1,  "God  is 
all.  2,  God  is  Spirit.  3,  God  is  good.  4.  God  being  all,  all  is 
God.  5,  God,  Spirit,  being  all.  All  is  Spirit,  God.  6, 
God,  Spirit.  Good,  being  all.  All  is  Good,  Spirit,  God.*'  An 
analysis  of  these  doctrines  will  clearly  show  them  to  be  out  of 
accord  with  Jewish  teachings. 
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(A)  Christian  Science  affirms  that  God  is  All,  and  All  is  God. 
Nothing  exists  that  is  not  God.     Hence  the  universe  is  non- 
existent.    It  could  only  exist  as  a  creation  of  God,  but  as  a 
creation  it  would  have  to  be  distinct  from  its  Creator,  i.e.,  it 
would  have  to  be  something  that  is  not  God.     But  as  God  is 
All  in  All,  the  universe  is  of  necessity  nothing,  merely  a  mortal 
belief.     JUDAISM  conceives  of  God  as  the  Creator  of  all,  but  not 
as  being  all.     The  Creator  and  His  creation  are  distinct.     The 
universe  is  the  handiwork  of  God,  but  the  universe  is  not  God. 
God  is  the  generative  and  sustaining  power  of  the  universe,  but 
God  is  not  the  universe.     While  immanent  therein,  He  is  yet  dis- 
tinguished from  it  and  transcendent  above  it.     The  teaching, 
therefore,  taught  absolutely  and  unqualiliedly,  that  God  is  All 
and  All  is  God  is  contrary  to  Jewish  doctrine. 

(B)  Consistently  with  its  teaching  of  the  Allness  of  God, 
Christian  Science  affirms  the  Allness  of  Spirit.     God  being  All 
and  God  being  Spirit,  all  is  Spirit,  God.   All  there  is,  is  Spirit, 
and  Spirit  is  all  there  is.     Whatever  is  not  Spirit,  is  non-exist- 
ent, is  merely  a  mortal  belief.     JUDAISM  teaches  that  God,  Spirit, 
is  the  Creator  of  the  universe ;  that  the  Creator  must  be  distinct 
from  His  creation;  that  the  Creator,  God,  being  Spirit,  the  uni- 
verse,  His  creation,   must  have  something  that  is  not  spirit. 
Hence,  the  unqualified  statement  that  Spirit  is  All  and  All  is 
Spirit,  is  not  in  consonance  with  Jewish  teaching. 

(C)  As  a  logical  sequence  of  its  affirmation  of  the  Allness  of 
Spirit,  Christian  Science  negates  the  reality  of  matter.      'There 
is  no  matter, "  is  its  emphatic  declaration.     Whatever  is  sensed 
or  conceived  of  as  being  material  is  merely  a  projection  of  mor- 
tal belief.     The  heavens  with  their  starry  hosts,  the  earth  and 
the  waters  with  their  myriads  of  forms  of  life,  have  existence 
only  in  mortal  belief ;  and  as  mortal  belief  is  itself  an  unreality, 
it  follows  that  they  have  no  existence  whatsoever.     Matter  is  a 
falsity,  an  error,  a  nonentity,  a  nothingness;  and  the  belief  in 
matter  is  idolatry,  an  unpardonable  sin.     In  thus  negating  the 
reality  of  matter  absolutely,  Christian  Science  once  more  runs 
counter  to  Jewish  teaching.     JUDAISM  teaches  the  reality  of  mat- 
ter.   JUDAISM  teaches  that  God  created  the  universe;  that,  God 
being  distinct  from  the  universe  and  God  being  Spirit,  the  uni- 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS.  307 

verse  must  have  something  that  is  not  spirit.  But  a  something 
that  is  not  spirit  we  call,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  matter. 
The  universe,  then,  has  matter,  and  since  the  universe  is  God's 
handiwork,  matter  is  a  reality.  True,  it  is  not  a  primary,  not 
an  ontoiogical  reality,  not  a  reality  in  the  sense  of  having  an 
independent  self-existence,  for  that  is  possessed  only  by  God, 
Spirit;  but  being  a  visual  expression  of  God,  Spirit,  it  has,  at 
all  events,  reality  as  such  expression,  a  secondary,  empirical 
reality,  forsooth,  but  a  reality,  nevertheless.  The  heavens  de- 
clare the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  showeth  His  handi- 
work. The  universe,  from  end  to  end,  is  a  concrete  manifesta- 
tion of  God,  Spirit,  and  as  such  manifestation  it  has  and  is  a 
reality.  The  doctrine,  therefore,  that  matter  is  nothing  is  not 
Jewish,  is,  in  fact.  anti-Jewish. 

(D)  Denying    absolutely   the    reality    of   matter,    Christian 
Science  of  necessity  affirms  the   absolute  spirituality   of  man. 
Man,  the  real  man,  is  spirit,  spirit  pure  and  simple,  and  nothing 
but  spirit.     The  apparent  man,  the  man  who  seems  to  be  body 
and  matter,  is  merely  a  product  of  mortal  belief,  and  since  mor- 
tal belief  is  itself  but  a  mental  aberration,  the  apparent  man  has 
no  reality  whatsoever.     Man  proper  is  spirit  and  only  spirit. 
JUDAISM,  on  the  other  hand,  believing  in  the  (empirical)   real- 
ity of  matter,  teaches  that  God  created  man  both  matter  and 
spirit,  body  and  soul,  a  compound  of  earthly  and  heavenly  ele- 
ments, and  that  man  has  and  is  a  reality  as  such  a  dual  being. 

(E)  Affirming    the    absolute    spiritness    of    man,    Christian 
Science  quite  logically  affirms  the  absolute  sinlessness  of  man. 
Man  being  Spirit,  and  Spirit  being  God,  and  God  being  Good, 
and  sin  being  an  evil,  man  is  naturally  incapable  of  sin.     The 
same   conclusion   follows   also   from   the  negative   premise — the 
nothingness  of  matter.     Sin  is  invariably  rooted,  directly  or  in- 
directly, in  so-called  matter  •  matter  is  merely  an  objectification 
of  subjective  mortal  belief;   and   as  mortal  belief  is  itself   a 
falsity,  matter  does  not  exist,  and  hence  sin  is  impossible.  JUDA- 
ISM, contrariwise,   affirming  that  man  is  a  dual  being,  a  com- 
pound of  both  matter  and  spirit,  body  and  soul,  affirms  also 
that  man  is  capable  of  sinning,  that,  in  fact,  he  has  a  tendency 
for  sinning,  and  that  since  experience  shows  that  there  is  not  a 
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righteous  man  on  earth  who  does  not  sin,  sin  is  an  empirical 
reality. 

(F)  Denying  the  possibility  of  sin,  Christian  Science  natur- 
ally makes  no  provisions  for  the  expiation  of  sin.  Sin  exists 
merely  in  mortal  belief;  destroy  the  belief,  and  sin  ceases  to  be 
even  an  apparent  possibility.  JUDAISM,  on  the  other  hand, 
strongly  stressing  the  possibility  of  sin,  devotes  a  considerable 
part  of  its  legislation  to  the  strengthening  of  man  against  the 
allurements  of  sin  and  to  enable  him  to  atone  for  it,  when  com- 
mitted. 

As  to  the  question,  how  can  sin  exist,  being  that  all  pro- 
ceeds from  Gcd  and  God  is  Good,  while  sin  is  an  evil?  JUDA- 
ISM answers:  Sin  does  not  proceed  from  God.  God  never  cre- 
ated sin;  He  created  the  possibility  of  sin.  God  created  man 
both  matter  and  spirit,  body  and  soul,  and  endowed  him  with 
impulses  for  both  sin  and  virtue,  good  and  evil.  But  the  im- 
pulse for  evil  is  not  itself  an  evil.  It  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
impulse  for  good,  and  as  such  it  is  itself  essentially  a  good. 
Without  the  impulse  for  evil  there  would  be  no  merit  in  good- 
ness; without  the  possibility  of  sin  there  would  be  no  possibil- 
ity of  virtue.  Goodness  and  virtue  have  moral  value  only  in  so 
far  as  their  opposites,  evil  and  sin,  are  possibilities.  Were 
evil  and  sin  impossibilities,  goodness  and  virtue  would  have  no 
moral  equation.  It  is  just  this  that  gives  meaning  to  earthly 
existence,  that  it  is  a  struggle  between  higher  and  lower  im- 
pulses, aiming  continually  at  making  the  higher  prevail  over  the 
lower,  goodness  triumphant  over  evil,  virtue  over  sin.  The  im- 
pulse for  evil,  then,  is  essentially  a  good,  and  as  such  it  is  in 
consonance  with  the  goodness  of  God.  When  the  impulse  is 
translated  into  actuality,  it  becomes  a  sin,  and  as  such  an  evil. 
But  this  actualization  is  wholly  of  man's  doing  and  cannot  be 
attributed  to  God.  For  man  is  morally  a  free  agent;  he  can 
choose,  at  his  will,  between  good  and  evil.  His  duty  is  to  follow 
the  good,  but  in  order  that  his  following  of  the  good  may  have 
any  moral  value,  he  must  have  the  power  of  following  the  evil. 
If  he  actually  chooses  the  evil  he  commits  a  sin,  and  thereby 
alienates  himself  from  God,  who  is  wholly  sinless.  By  certain 
means,  such  as  repentance,  prayer,  and  charity,  he  can  remove 
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this  alienating  element,  and  Jthus  draw  again  nearer  to  God. 
And  that  is  just  the  purpose  of  human  life,  to  so  live,  by  having 
the  higher  impulse  in  him  prevail  over  the  lower,  as  to  draw 
nearer  and  nearer  unto  the  perfect  life  which  is  God.  But  if 
man  had  been  created  perfect,  without  the  solicitations  of  a 
lower  nature,  man  would  have  been  created  in  vain.  JUDAISM, 
then,  teaches  that  sin,  though  not  emanating  from  God,  is  yet 
an  empirical  reality,  whereas  Christian  Science  absolutely  denies 
the  possibility  of  sin,  excepting  in  a  mere  mortal  belief  which  is 
itself  but  a  deception. 

(G)  Consistently  with  its  negation  of  the  reality  of  sin, 
Christian  Science  negates  the  reality  of  sickness;  and  for  the 
same  reason :  Man  being  purely  Spirit  and  Spirit  being  God, 
and  God  being  All,  and  All  being  Good,  sickness,  being  an  evil. 
cannot  be.  Again  sickness  being  rooted  in  so-called  matter,  and 
matter  being  non-existent,  sickness  is  non-existent.  AYliat  ap- 
pears to  be  sickness,  disease,  is  false  belief  objectified  by  mortal 
mind ;  but  as  mortal  mind  is  itself  an  illusion,  sickness  is  but 
an  illusion  of  an  illusion.  One  has  only  to  get  rid  of  the  illu- 
sion, and  the  manifestation  of  the  illusion  will  disappear.  JUDA- 
ISM teaches  that  man  is  both  body  and  soul,  that  his  body  is  as 
much  an  empirical  reality  as  his  soul  is  a  spiritual  reality  and 
that  therefore  sickness,  being  rooted  in  the  body,  is  likewise  a 
reality.  But  admitting  sickness  as  a  reality,  JUDAISM  does  not 
teach  that  it  invariably  comes  from  God,  nor  that  it  is  ever  an 
objective  evil.  God  has  established  certain  laws  for  the  gov- 
erning of  the  body,  even  as  he  has  established  certain  laws  for 
the  governing  of  the  soul;  the  observance  of  both  these  laws  is 
equally  incumbent  upon  man,  even  as  their  non-observance  is 
equally  within  the  power,  though  not  within  the  right,  of  man; 
and  just  as  compliance  with  the  laws  governing  the  soul  leads  to 
spiritual  salvation,  so  compliance  with  the  laws  governing  the 
body  gives  physical  salvation,  and  just  as  non-compliance  with 
the  former  manifests  itself  in  pangs  of  conscience,  so  non-compli- 
ance with  the  latter  manifests  itself  in  pains  of  sickness.  But 
as  such,  being  a  result  of  man's  voluntary  trespass,  it  is  wholly 
of  man's  doing  and  not  of  God's.  Nor  can  sickness  be  called 
an  evil.  It  is  undoubtedly  such  subjectively,  but  not  objective- 
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ly.  Sickness  is  in  the  physical  domain,  what  conscience  is  in 
the  Spiritual  realm;  it  is  the  language  of  the  body,  telling  the 
sufferer  that  he  has  been  violating  the  laws  of  health  established 
by  God,  and  warning  him  against  further  trespass.  It  is  thus  a 
reforming  and  regenerative  agency,  and  as  such  it  is  essentially 
a  good  and  not  an  evil.  An  evil  it  would  be  if  man  could  go  on 
violating  the  laws  of  health  without  the  danger-signal  of  the 
pains  of  sickness,  which  reveal  the  disease  which  would  otherwise 
lurk  undiscovered  until  it  is  past  remedy. 

However,  JUDAISM  teaches,  too,  that  often  sickness  and  suf- 
ering  are  sent  direct  by  God  as  punishment  for  sins  of  any  kind 
committed  by  the  afflicted  one.  Man,  being  morally  free,  is 
responsible  to  God  for  his  actions.  If  his  actions  be  sinful,  he 
is  punished  by  a  just  God,  often  in  the  form  of  physical  suffer- 
ing. But  it  cannot  be  called  an  evil.  God  inflicts  punishment  on 
the  sinner  not  for  the  sake  of  mere  punishment,  but  for  the  sake 
of  its  purifying  effects.  If  God  chastises  the  sinner,  He  chas- 
tises him  in  love,  as  a  father  chastises  his  child.  His  chastise- 
ment is  not  vindictive  but  redemptive.  Only  an  unjust  and  un- 
loving God  would  let  the  sinner  live  undisturbed  in  his  sin- 
fulness,  without  that  chance  of  moral  recovery  which  lies  in  ex- 
piation. A  just,  loving,  merciful  God  gives  His  erring  child 
the  means  whereby  he  may  recover  himself.  Often  those  means 
are  sickness  and  suffering,  and  being  means  of  moral  redemp- 
tion, they  are  not  evils;  are  in  perfect  accord  with  the  goodness 
of  God  and  are  an  ultimate  good  also  for  the  smitten  one. 

Again,  JUDAISM  teaches,  too,  that  at  times  sickness  and  suf- 
fering come  also  to  the  righteous  and  the  virtuous,  sent  by  God 
as  a  loving  discipline  for  their  still  higher  purification.  Often 
the  best  are  called  upon  to  endure  and  suffer  in  God's  right- 
eous scheme.  He  would  have  them  made  better  still,  and  thus 
He  uses  pain  with  its  ennobling  effects.  Far  from  being  a  sign 
of  God's  displeasure,  therefore,  affliction  may,  in  truth,  ofttimes 
be  a  proof  of  His  love.  It  is  the  seal  which  He  sets  upon  His 
elect,  the  token  by  which  He  proclaims  them  to  be  His,  and  as 
such  it  is  not  an  evil,  but  a  positive  good. 

And  so  however  we  take  it,  whether  we  consider  sickness  the 
automatic  result  of  man's  violation  of  the  laws  of  health,  or  a 
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visitation  direct  from  God,  either  as  a  redemptive  punishment 
or  a  means  of  grace  for  still  higher  purification,  it  is  always  a 
reality,  always  in  accord  with  God's  goodness,  and  always  serv- 
ing man's  highest  good.  This  is  the  Jewish  view.  The  teaching 
of  Christian  Science  is  that  sickness  is  an  unqualified  evil,  con- 
trary to  God's  goodness,  not  in  accord  with  the  Allness  of  Spirit, 
and  therefore  an  unreality,  an  impossibility. 

(H)  Denying  the  reality  of  sickness,  Christian  Science  also 
denies  the  reality  of  death,  and  for  the  same  reasons.  Man  be- 
ing Spirit,  Spirit  being  God,  and  God  being  Good,  death,  being 
an  evil,  cannot  be.  Again,  man  being  Spirit,  and  Spirit  being 
God,  and  God  not  being  subject  to  death,  man  cannot  be,  either. 
Also,  death  being  rooted  in  matter,  and  matter  being  an  un- 
reality, death  cannot  be.  JUDAISM,  on  the  other  hand,  teaching 
that  man  is  both  matter  and  spirit,  body  and  soul,  acknowledges 
the  reality  of  death,  in  so  far  as  the  body  is  concerned.  But 
recognizing  the  continued  existence  of  the  soul,  it  does  not  look 
upon  death  as  an  evil,  but  regards  it  merely  as  a  gateway  from 
this  life  to  a  higher  life,  where  conditions  favor  the  further  and 
finer  growth  of  the  soul. 

(I)  Consistently  with  its  denial  of  the  reality  of  death, 
Christian  Science  also  denies  the  reality  of  birth.  Man  is  not 
born.  Man  is  spirit;  spirit  is  God;  and  as  God  has  always 
existed  and  always  will  exist,  so  has  man  always  existed  and 
always  will  exist.  Hence  man  is  not  subject  to  birth,  but  is  <•<•- 
existent  with  and  self -existent  and  eternal  like  God.  JUDAISM 
affirms  that  man  is  body  and  soul,  that  as  a  soul  he  may  be  co- 
existent with  God,  but  as  a  compound  of  both  body  and  soul  he 
is  but  a  temporary  reality,  and  as  such  he  is  subject  to  birth, 
i.e.,  to  a  manifestation  of  life,  contingent  upon  physical  pre- 
conditions. 

(J)  Denying  the  reality  of  birth,  Christian  Science  natur- 
ally deprecates  the  institution  of  marriage,  excepting  on  a  pure- 
ly spirit  basis.  Marriage,  as  it  is,  has  for  its  chief  purpose  the 
perpetuation  of  the  human  race.  But  as  the  race  is  purely 
spirit,  and  as  such  is  coexistent  with,  self-existent  and  eternal 
like  God,  its  perpetuation  by  means  of  marriage  is  as  superflu- 
ous as  it  is  impossible.  Marriage  may,  perchance,  be  justified 
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as  a  means  of  individualizing  the  All-Father-Mother-Spirit  of 
God  into  human-divine  units,  but  then  marriage  would  have  to 
be  absolutely  and  purely  a  commingling  of  spirits  only ;  and  even 
then  it  would  be  superfluous,  as  such  individualization  is  possi- 
ble by  the  blending  of  the  spirit  that  is  apparently  woman  direct 
with  the  spirit  that  is  God,  without  any  fusion  of  seeming  male 
and  female  spirits,  as  testified  to  by  the  birth  of  Christ  Jesus. 
At  any  rate,  marriage,  as  it  is  now,  is  nothing  but  institutional- 
ized mortal  error,  and  therefore  something  unholy  and  best  to 
be  avoided  altogether.  JUDAISM  teaches  that  God  created  the 
human  race  both  matter  and  spirit,  body  and  soul;  that  he  has 
imposed  upon  it  the  duty  and  endowed  it  with  the  power  of 
perpetuating  itself;  that  the  mode  of  fulfilling  that  duty  and 
expressing  that  power  is  physical,  and  finds  its  God-given  sphere 
of  action  in  the  lawfully  regulated  relationship  of  marriage ; 
that  marriage,  therefore,  being  thus  a  divinely  appointed  insti- 
tution for  the  fulfillment  of  a  God-given  duty,  far  from  being- 
something  unholy,  something  best  to  be  avoided,  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, something  holy  and  sacred,  the  very  foundation  of  human 
society  and  human  happiness. 

(K)  Consistently  with  its  deprecation  of  the  institution  of 
marriage,  Christian  Science  deprecates  all  so-called  family  re- 
lationships. Man  being  purely  spirit  and  having  causation  only 
in  the  All-Spirit,  his  only  relative  on  earth  and  in  heaven  is 
God.  Acknowledgment  of  father,  mother,  child,  brother,  sister, 
kin  and  kith,  tending,  as  it  does,  to  confirm  the  false  belief  in 
material  bonds,  must  be  banished  from  the  mind,  even  as  it 
was  banished  from  that  of  Christ  Jesus.  It  was  he,  the  original 
revelator  of  Christian  Science,  who  openly  repudiated  all  earth- 
ly relationship,  and  urged  his  disciples  to  do  likewise,  saying 
that  only  by  the  breaking  of  every  tie  of  the  flesh  can  one  gain 
a  (Christian)  "scientific"  conception  of  being.  And  that 
urgency  is  still  potent  to-day.  "The  duty  of  the  Christian 
Scientist  is  to  make  the  least  and  not  the  most  of  all  relation- 
ships." If  the  higher  good  demands  it,  they  should,  presum- 
ably, be  repudiated  altogether.  Christian  Science  thus,  logical- 
ly speaking,  sanctions  the  disintegration  of  the  family.  It  does 
not  do  this  in  so  many  words,  but  it  more  than  hints  at  it,  and 
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according  to  its  own  internal  evidence  it  must  give  such  sanc- 
tion. The  family  has  absolutely  no  place  in  the  Christian  Sci- 
ence system  of  religion.  Calculated  to  strengthen  belief  in  ma- 
teriality, it  must  be  ruled  out  altogether.  JUDAISM,  on  the  other 
hand,  teaches  that  God  created  the  human  race  both  body  and 
soul ;  that  He  has  given  it  the  duty  and  power  to  perpetuate  it- 
self; that  He  has  instituted  marriage  as  the  vehicle  for  such 
perpetuation :  that  marriage,  therefore,  is  a  divinely  appointed 
institution;  that  the  parents,  being  the  agents  of  God,  owe 
sacred  obligations  to  their  children,  and  that,  reciprocally,  the 
children  owe  reverence  to  their  parents,  who,  to  them,  stand  al- 
most in  the  place  of  God ;  that  the  family  is  thus  the  nursery  of 
all  the  virtues,  the  training  quarter  for  the  highest  physical, 
moral,  and  spiritual  development  of  the  individual,  and  there- 
fore the  very  foundation  of  the  social  edifice.  In  brief,  JUDA- 
ISM looks  upon  family  relationship  as  a  means  leading  to  the 
establishment  of  harmonious  relationship  with  God.  and  there- 
fore regards  it  as  something  holy  and  sacred,  profoundly  to  be 
cherished  and  cultivated :  whereas,  in  the  view  of  Christian 
Science  it  is  something  that  leads  away  from  God,  and  there- 
fore to  be  lightly  esteemed,  if  not  altogether  repudiated. 

(L)  Consistently  with  its  depreciation  of  family  relation- 
ship, Christian  Science  decries  the  cherishing  and  manifesting 
of  any  and  all  purely  human  affections.  ''Personal  love/'  it 
says,  "is  little  better  than  personal  hate."  The  one  as  the 
other  is  rooted  in  the  recognition  of  supposed  individual  char- 
acteristics ;  but  as  men  are  purely  spirits,  and  as  such  are  all 
absolutely  alike,  individualization  is  only  possible  by  a  false  im- 
putation of  non-existent  materiality.  Hence,  personal  love,  be- 
ing based  on  such  false  imputation,  is  to  eschewed.  The  only 
love  proper  for  man  to  cherish  is  love  of  Principle,  love  of  the 
All-Spirit,  God,  of  whom  man  is  a  reflection :  and  man  is  to  be 
taken  cognizance  of  only  in  so  far  as  he  is  such  a  reflection  of 
God,  purely  spirit,  lacking  absolutely  any  personality.  There- 
fore, not  only  personal  love,  but  any  and  all  sentiment  tending 
to  countenance  belief  in  materiality  must  be  frowned  upon.  To 
extend  sympathy  to  the  sorrowing,  help  to  the  weak,  bread  to 
the  hungry,  shelter  to  the  forsaken,  is  merely  to  confirm  the  re- 
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cipients  in  their  mortal  illusions  of  sorrow,  weakness,  hunger, 
cold  and  so  forth.  Such  supposed  acts  of  kindness,  far  from 
effecting  any  good,  are,  on  the  contrary,  fraught  with  decided 
harm.  And  so  all  those  deeds  hitherto  regarded  as  the  finest 
flowerings  of  the  divine  in  man,  are  by  Christian  Science  de- 
clared to  be  detrimental  to  the  Godlike  life.  But  JUDAISM  em- 
phatically stresses  such  acts  of  kindness.  Being  strikingly  a  re- 
ligion of  life,  recognizing  life  as  a  reality,  with  its  joys  and 
sorrows,  hopes  and  fears,  triumphs  and  defeats,  it  tests  the  Jew 's 
sincerity  of  creed  by  his  readiness  to  translate  it  into  deed,  into 
deed  of  unselfish  service  of  his  f ellow-meii.  *  *  Is  not  this  the  fast 
that  I  have  chosen/'  calls  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  "to  loose  the 
bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens  and  to  let  the 
oppressed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke?  Is  it  not  to 
deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the  poor,  that 
are  cast  out,  to  thy  house  ?  When  thou  seest  the  naked  that  thou 
cover  him ;  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine  own  flesh  ? 
Then  shalt  thou  call  and  the  Lord  will  answer;  then  shalt  thou 
cry  and  He  will  say,  t  Here  I  am J ! "  The  nearness  of  man  to 
God  is  thus  conditioned  upon  man's  nearness  to  man.  The 
love  and  service  of  God  finds  its  highest  expression  in  the  love 
and  service  of  man,  not  of  man  in  the  abstract,  but  of  man  as 
he  is,  a  compound  of  both  matter  and  spirit,  body  and  soul, 
subject  to  sorrow  and  grief,  sickness  and  disease,  pain  and  hun- 
ger, poverty  and  sin,  oppression  and  defeat.  It  is  in  the  service 
of  this  kind  of  man,  in  the  unselfish  endeavor  to  assuage  his 
grief,  to  quiet  his  pain,  to  still  his  hunger,  to  relieve  his  pov- 
erty, to  help  him  overcome  sin  and  to  infuse  into  him  the  power 
of  self -redemption,  wherein  lies  the  highest  manifestation  of  the 
service  of  God.  But,  according  to  Christian  Science  the  serv- 
ice of  man-as-he-is,  tending  to  strengthen  a  pernicious  mortal 
dream,  must  necessarily  be  deprecated  and  condemned.  There- 
fore, charity,  philanthropy,  sympathy,  pity,  compassion,  are 
logically  speaking,  unknown  terms  in  the  Christian  Science  sys- 
tem of  religion.  And  so  in  this  eminently  vital  and  practical 
matter  Christian  Science  and  JUDAISM  stand  poles  apart.  Chris- 
tian Science  regards  service  of  man-as-he-is  as  detrimental  to 
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the  Godlike  life,  whereas  JUDAISM  regards  it  as  the  highest  ex- 
pression of  the  Godlike  Life. 

.M  Consistently  with  its  denial  of  all  merit  to  humani- 
tarian endeavor,  Christian  Science  denies  all  purpose  to  human 
life.  Human  life  has  no  purpose.  The  life-that-seems,  bein<: 
merely  a  mortal  dream,  is  naturally  beneath  all  purpose ;  where- 
as the  real  life,  being  purely  spirit,  and  as  such,  part  and  par- 
cel of  God,  is  of  necessity  beyond  all  purpose.  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  increasing  purpose  running  through  the  ages.  There 
is  no  evolution,  no  unfoldment,  no  development.  All  that  really 
is,  is  absolute  perfection,  and  all  that  is  not  perfection  is  merely 
a  mortal  dream,  to  be  recognized  as  such  by  man,  and  to  be 
negated  by  him  as  an  unqualified  non-entity.  It  will  not  do  to 
say  that  this  very  negation  of  the  non-entity  of  the  life-t hat- 
seems  and  the  living  of  the  real-life  is  the  purpose  of  life ;  for 
if  life  has  a  purpose,  it  must  have  been  given  to  it  by  the  author 
thereof,  by  God ;  but  as  God  is  Spirit  and  God  is  All,  He  can 
have  no  consciousness  of  anything  unlike  and  outside  of  Him- 
self ;  hence  God  could  not  have  given  to  the  real  life  the  purpose 
of  negating  the  seeming  life,  for  God  never  knew  and  knows  not 
to-day  anything  of  the  life-that-seems.  Christian  Science,  then, 
by  its  own  logic  and  of  necessity,  affirms  that  life  has  no  pur- 
pose. JUDAISM,  on  the  other  hand,  affirming  that  life  is  a  reality 
as  a  compound  of  both  heavenly  and  earthly  elements,  sees  the 
God-given  purpose  of  life  in  its  making  the  higher  elements 
prevail  over  the  lower,  the  impulse  for  good  triumph  over  the 
impulse  for  evil,  the  aspiration  after  righteousness  conquer  the 
propensity  of  selfishness.  JUDAISM  thus  affirms  that  the  indi- 
vidual human  life,  imperfect  as  it  is,  but  yet  a  reality,  has  a 
definite  divine  purpose,  its  approach  as  nigh  as  possible  unto  the 
Perfect  Life  which  is  God.  Correspondingly.  JUDAISM  affirms 
that  "there  is  an  increasing  purpose  running  through  the  ages," 
that  not  only  the  individual,  but  also  humanity  at  large,  has  a 
definite  divine  goal — its  gradual  development,  through  the  cen- 
turies, from  lower  concepts  and  practices  to  higher  ones,  and 
then  to  still  higher  ones,  until  there  are  reached  the  highest  ones, 
those  entirely  in  accord  with  the  Godlike  in  man.  This  is  the 
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Jewish  view.  In  the  scheme  of  Christian  Science  there  is  no  aim 
either  to  the  individual's  life  or  to  that  of  humanity.  The  Real- 
Life  has  always  been  perfect  and  is  perfect  to-day;  the  life- 
that-seems  has  always  been  an  unfortunate  dream  and  is  sucli 
to-day.  All  history  is  a  pernicious  deception,  and  a  deception 
originated  no  one  knows  by  whom  or  when  or  where. 

(N)  Consistently  with  its  denial  of  all  purpose  to  man, 
Christian  Science  necessarily  denies  all  purpose  to  God.  God 
had  no  conscious,  intelligent  purpose  in  creating  the  universe. 
In  fact,  God  never  created  the  universe;  He  never  created  any- 
thing, for  all  there  is,  is  God,  and  God  is  self-existent,  and  His 
existence  never  had  a  beginning  as  it  cannot  have  an  end.  God 
is  not  the  Creator;  He  is  Principle.  He  merely  is,  and  He  is 
all  there  is,  and  all  there  is  is  God.  There  is  nothing  but  God. 
He  is  Perfect  Being,  conscious  of  nothing  that  is  unlike  Him- 
self and  outside  of  Himself.  Hence,  God  is  not  Creator  and 
Governor,  for  He  created  nothing,  not  even  Himself,  and  Him- 
self needs  no  Governor.  He  is  not  the  All-Father,  for  there  is 
no  being  outside  of  Himself  upon  whom  to  bestow  fatherly 
affection.  He  is  not  the  Righteous  Judge,  for  there  is  nothing 
to  be  judged,  all  being  Himself.  He  neither  rewards  nor  pun- 
ishes, for  there  is  none  to  be  either  rewarded  or  punished,  man 
being  part  and  parcel  of  God.  Man  cannot  turn  to  God  with 
prayer  and  supplication,  beseeching,  trusting,  revering  and 
adoring  Him,  for  man  himself  is  part  and  parcel  of  God.  Man 
is  God,  for  there  is  nothing  but  God  and  God  is  all  there  is. 
And  so,  not  only  man  is  purposeless,  but  God,  too,  is  purpose- 
less. He  is  Perfect  Being,  but  nothing  more  than  being. 
JUDAISM  conceives  of  God,  not  as  being  all,  but  as  the  Creator 
of  all;  it  affirms  the  reality  of  the  universe,  not  as  oeing  God, 
but  as  being  the  manifestation  of  God,  created  for  the  purpose 
of  such  manifestation ;  it  affirms  that  man  is  a  creature  of  God. 
endowed  by  Him  with  impulses  for  both  good  and  evil,  and 
having  for  his  life-purpose  the  following  of  the  good  and  the 
avoidance  of  evil :  that  man  is  thus  responsible  for  his  actions 
to  God  who  judges  him  in  justice  and  truth  tempered  by  mercy 
and  loving  kindness:  that  man  stands  to  God  in  the  relation- 
ship of  child  to  Father,  whom  man  can  approach  at  all  times  in 


CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMKKICAX  RABBIS.  317 

childlike  humility  and  reverence,  assured  of  a  fatherly  hear- 
ing. In  brief,  JUDAISM  conceives  of  God  as  the  living,  per- 
sonal, eternal,  all-sustaining  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  uni- 
verse, the  Father  of  All,  the  Righteous  Judge,  in  His  mercy 
forgiving  sins,  in  His  love  embracing  all.  But  this  conception 
is  entirely  foreign  to  Christian  Science,  to  whom  God  is  merely 
Principle,  conscious  of  nothing  but  Himself. 

And  thus  point  for  point,  from  beginning  to  end,  the  teach- 
ings of  Christian  Science  differ  radically  from  those  of  JUDA- 
ISM. Christian  Science  teaches  that  God  is  All ;  JUDAISM  teaches 
that  God  is  the  Creator  of  All.  Christian  Science  teaches  that 
All  is  Spirit;  JUDAISM  teaches  that  All  is  a  manifestation  of 
Spirit.  Christian  Science  teaches  that  matter  is  nothing; 
JUDAISM  teaches  that  matter  is  a  reality  (empirical).  Chris- 
tian Science  teaches  that  man  is  spirit,  and  as  such  is  subject 
to  neither  sin,  sickness,  death  nor  birth;  JUDAISM  teaches  that 
man  is  both  spirit  and  matter,  and  as  such  a  compound  of  both 
he  is  capable  of  sin,  is  subject  to  sickness,  and  his  life  begins 
with  birth  and  terminates  with  death.  Christian  Science,  by 
its  own  logic,  must  and  does  deprecate  the  institution  of  mar- 
riage, the  cherishing  of  family  relationship  and  all  purely 
human  affections,  as  being  detrimental  to  the  Godlike  life ; 
whereas  JUDAISM  stresses  all  these  things  as  the  potential  ex- 
pressions of  the  Godlike  life.  Christian  Science,  logically  and 
of  necessity,  denies  all  purpose  to  life,  individual  as  well  as 
collective,  whereas  JUDAISM  affirms  that  there  is  a  divinely  set 
purpose  to  life,  toward  the  attainment  of  which  each  individual 
must  strive  and  toward  which  humanity  at  large  is  slowly  but 
steadily  approaching.  Christian  Science  conceives  of  God  as 
being  Principle,  a  vague,  passive,  static  Something,  which  merely 
is  and  is  everywhere,  void  of  all  purpose  and  lacking  all  con- 
sciousness of  anything  unlike  and  outside  of  itself:  JUDAISM 
conceives  of  God  as  the  living,  personal,  purposeful  Creator 
and  Governor,  Judge  and  Father,  in  His  mercy  forgiving  sins, 
in  His  love  embracing  all.  Christian  Science  bases  its  teach- 
ings on  the  truths  allegedly  taught  and  demonstrated  by  Christ 
Jesus,  as  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament :  JUDAISM  bases  its 
teachings  on  the  truths  promulgated  by  Moses  and  the  other 
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prophets  of  Israel,  as  embodied  in  the  Old  Testament.  Chris- 
tian Science  conditions  man's  salvation  iii  the  beliefs  that  Christ 
Jesus  had  a  conscious  spiritual  conception  and  that  he  arose 
bodily  from  the  grave,  whereas'  JUDAISM  repudiates  the  belief 
both  of  spiritual  conception  and  bodily  resurrection.  In  the 
Christian  Science  system  of  religion  Christ  Jesus  occupies  a 
commanding  position,  absolutely  unmatched  and  unmatchable 
by  any  other  being,  whereas  the  Jewish  system  of  religion  knows 
naught  of  Christ  Jesus  and  Jewish  history  assigns  to  him  a 
position,  at  best,  only  co-ordinate  with  that  of  the  other  worthies 
of  Israel.  Thus,  in  source  and  sanction,  as  well  as  in  intent 
and  content,  the  teachings  of  Christian  Science  differ  radically 
from  those  of  JUDAISM.  Christian  Science  and  JUDAISM  are 
mutually  exclusive.  Adhesion  to  the  one  means  rejection  of 
the  other.  Adhesion  to  Christian  Science  on  the  part  of  the 
Jew  implies  his  abjuration  of  JUDAISM.  When  a  Jew  joins  a 
Christian  Science  church  and  subscribes  to  its  tenets,  as  sub- 
scribe he  must,  and  thus  signifies'  his  formal  acceptance  of  the 
Christian  Science  religion  epitomized  in  these  Tenets,  he  by 
such  act  of  his  ceases  to  be  a  Jew  in  faith.  But  since  there 
are  quite  a  few  Jews  wTho  have  affiliated  themselves  with  Chris 
tian  Science  churches  under  the  misapprehension  that  Chris- 
tian Science  is  but  a  sort  of  higher  re-interpretation  of  JUDAISM, 
an  authoritative  pronouncement  of  the  incompatability  of 
Christian  Science  with  JUDAISM  has  become  an  imperative 
necessity. 
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DISCUSSION  OF  PAPER  ON  "JUDAISM'S  ATTITUDE 
TOWARD  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE." 

In  the  discussion  of  the  paper  on  Judaism's  Attitude  Toward 
Christian  Science,  Rabbi  Julian  H.  Miller  said: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Colleagues,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  We  have 
listened  to  the  exceedingly  interesting  paper  of  Rabbi  Lefkovits. 
I  had  the.  rare  privilege  of  reading  it  several  times  before.  I 
am  not  going  to  gainsay  anything  Rabbi  Lefkovits  has  said, 
but  I  want  to  go  a  little  further.  When  some  one  asks  what  is 
your  attitude  toward  Christian  Science,  what  will  you  say? 
You  say,  although  it  is  not  Judaism  you  look  upon  it  with 
somewhat  of  indifference.  But  the  world  wants  to  know  how 
you  look  now  upon  any  creed  that  will  throw  education  and 
civilization  back  ten  thousands  years,  that  will  disintegrate  the 
human  family.  Therefore,  I  would  add  to  what  Rabbi  Lef- 
kovits has  said,  that  this  is  not  only  incompatible  with  Judaism 
but  that  there  is  a  vital  antagonism  between  Judaism  and 
Christian  Science.  We  have  been  told  that  there  are  some 
members  of  the  Christian  Science  Church  who  are  formally 
united  with  that  church  and  still  say  that  they  are  better  Jews 
than  ever  before.  I  want  to  say  that  is  not  true.  They  say 
it  but  they  do  not  believe  it.  Christian  Science-Jew,  so-called, 
is  a  term  that  means  no  more  than  a  Catholic-Presbyterian  or 
an  Episcopalian-Baptist  would  mean.  Show  me  the  church  to 
which  such  a  man  can  belong.  One  thing  that  Rabbi  Lefkovits 
has  said,  which  I  would  revise  completely,  is  that  the  Christian 
Scientists  believe  that  Jesus  occupies  a  unique,  unmatched  and 
unmatchable  position  in  the  world.  He  has  said  there  is  no 
other  man  in  this  world,  according  to  Christian  Scientists,  that 
can  attain  to  the  position  of  Jesus.  I  say  the  Christian  Scien- 
tists do  not  believe  that.  Now  I  caution  you  against  using  that 
as  an  argument.  They  do  not  believe  that  the  position  of  Jesus 
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is  unmatchable.  How  can  they  believe  that  the  position  of  Jesus 
is  unmatchable  if  we  are  all  God?  God  is  all,  and  not  only 
you  are  equal  to  Jesus,  but  the  whales  and  the  airships  and  the 
grizzly  bears  are  equal  unto  Jesus.  Again  we  are  told  they 
have  a  creed  that  we  cannot  subscribe  to  because  there  are 
certain  things  which  they  hold  that  are  im Jewish.  They  have, 
however,  an  interpretation  of  every  word  in  Christian  Science 
that  they  give  unto  the  Jew  seeking  information,  and  it  is  that 
interpretation  that  enables  the  Jew  to  join  and  he  does  not 
think  that  interpretation  denies  Judaism.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  Christian  Science  Church  is,  as  far  as  the  Jew  is  con- 
cerned, Christian.  The  Christians  deny  it,  they  disown  it,  they 
do  not  recognize  it.  Therefore,  do  not  say  it  is  Christian,  if 
it  is  not.  Where,  then,  shall  we  take  our  stand?  Where  does 
it  differ  from  Judaism.  Now  the  very  first  and  fundamental 
principle  of  Christian  Science  is  that  God  is  all,  and,  being  all, 
all  is  God.  The  fundamental  principle  of  Judaism  is  that  God 
has  created  the  world  and  God  is  infinite  in  the  world,  but 
outside  of  God  the  world  still  exists.  I  advocate  the  resolution 
of  Rabbi  Lefkovits  because  a  marriage  between  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Science  Church,  though  he  or  she  call  themselves 
Jewish,  a  marriage  between  that  person  and  a  member  of  the 
Synagogue  is  as  much  intermarriage  as  intermarriage  can  be. 
I  advocate  it  for  the  simple  reason  that  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Science  Church,  no  matter  what  he  calls  himself,  has  no 
more  right  to  burial  in  an  exclusively  Jewish  cemetery  than 
has  a  follower  of  the  Koran.  Now  we  have  heard  only  what 
Jews  think  about  this.  I  want  to  tell  you  what  Mrs.  Eddy 
thinks  about  it.  She  contends  for  that  falsehood  that  has  come 
down  through  the  ages  that  the  Jews  killed  Jesus.  She  tells 
us  the  distance  between  Christian  Science  and  Judaism  is  un- 
bridgeable. I  will  not  argue  with  her.  But  we  no  longer  can 
afford  to  sit  on  the  mountain  of  dignity  while  the  war  goes 
merrily  on.  I  maintain  that  Christian  Science  is  not  sanitary. 
The  Jew  believes  cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness,  and  Christian 
Science  teaches  practically  that  hygiene  is  impotent.  I  say  it 
is  not  purity.  Now  as  to  people  going  -to  the  Christian  Sci- 
entists for  a  cure.  There  are  two  kinds  of  ailments: 
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are  imaginary  ailments  which  mind  can  cure,  and  there  are 
organic  ailments  which  mind  cannot  cure.  Now  I  am  going 
to  tell  you  of  the  boasts  which  Christian  Science  makes  to  cure 
all  diseases,  and  show  you  how  it  has  failed  to  carry  them  out. 
It  claims  it  can  expel  tumors,  dissolve  tumors,  cure  typhoid, 
restore  missing  limbs,  as  well  as  many  other  ailments,  and  that 
it  can  raise  the  dead  whether  present  or  absent.  I  say  there  are 
some  things  that  doctors  claim  they  cannot  do,  I  say  now  that 
the  Christian  Scientists  should  admit  that  they  cannot  do  a 
single  thing  of  which  they  boast.  Dr.  Cromwell  of  London, 
England,  has  offered  $5,000  to  any  Christian  Scientist  that  will 
cure  a  single  one  of  those  ailments.  The  offer  is  still  open. 
Now  the  other  reason  is  that  the  Christian  Scientists,  able  to 
raise  the  dead  whether  present  or  absent,  are  allowed  to  go  to 
the  doctors  to  receive  injections  when  they  have  cramps.  Mrs. 
Eddy's  niece  in  North  Dakota  was  given  absent  treatment,  by 
Mrs.  Eddy  herself,  and  died.  Mrs.  Eddy's  two  leaders  in  Bos- 
ton were  given  present  treatment  and  died:  Mrs.  Eddy  herself 
was  given  absent  and  present  treatment,  and  treated  herself, 
and  on  the  4th  of  December,  1910,  the  whole  theory  of  Christian 
Science  was  thrown  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting.  Juda- 
ism teaches  us,  friends,  that  when  a  person  has  a  child  that  per- 
son is  blest:  Judaism  teaches  us  that  children  are  the  messen- 
gers of  God.  Christian  Science  teaches  us  that  every  child  born 
is  born  in  sin  and  iniquity. 
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A    CHANGE    OF    CONFIRMATION    DAY. 
BY  RABBI  JOSEPH  KRAUSKOPF,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

DATES  OF  GREATEST  AMERICAN  HOLIDAYS  UNFORTUNATE. 

As  fortunate  as  the  United  States  is  in  many  things  so  un- 
fortunate is  it  in  some.  Its  patriotic  festive  days  are  not  many, 
but  those  it  has,  such  as  Independence  Day  and  Pilgrim  Fathers' 
Landing-Day,  for  instance,  outweigh  in  significance  dozens  of 
holidays  of  other  nations.  Unfortunately  both  these  days  fall 
upon  the  most  unseasonable  time  of  the  year.  The  one  comes  in 
the  height  of  summer,  when  an  almost  tropical  heat  makes  a  dig- 
nified and  inspiring  celebration  of  it  well-nigh  impossible.  The 
other  comes  on  the  eve  of  Christmas,  when  the  all-absorbing 
preparations  for  the  greatest  of  holidays  leaves  scarcely  a  cranny 
open  for  a  thought  of  Pilgrim's  Day  to  slip  through.  Had  both 
the  events  commemorated  by  these  days  happened  at  more 
auspicious  seasons,  annual  observance  of  them,  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  their  import,  would  have  yielded  to  our  country  in- 
calculable patriotic  good. 

EQUALLY  TRUE  OF  JEWISH  HOLIDAYS: 

What  is  true  of  these  national  days  of  ours,  is,  to  a  large 
extent,  true  of  some  of  our  religious  holidays. 

Hannukah,  the  festival  commemorating  the  Maccabean  vic- 
tories, happening  generally  on  or  about  the  Christmas  holiday, 
is  as  much  eclipsed  by  this  star  of  greatest  magnitude  as  is 
Pilgrim's  Day. 

Shabuoth,  the  Feast  of  Weeks,  originally  celebrated  in  honor 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  seven  -weeks  of  the  first  harvest  season 
of  the  year,  in  recent  times  observed  by  the  reform  wing  of 
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Israel  as  the  annual  Confirmation  Day,  suffers  nearly  as  much 
from  a  too  close  proximity  to  summer  as  does  Independence  Day. 

DISADVANTAGE  OF  CONFIRMATION  DATE. 

As  a  rule,  candidates  for  confirmation  find  themselves  at 
that  season  of  the  year  severely  taxed  in  religious  as  well  as 
in  secular  schools.  In  the  former  there  are  the  final  studies  and 
rehearsals  for  the  great  public  confirmation  exercises;  in  the 
latter  there  are  usually  examinations  going  on  or  reviews  held 
for  them.  The  weather  is  often  insufferably  hot :  physical 
strength  is  generally  at  its  lowest  ebb,  and  is  not  infrequently 
assigned  by  parents  as  a  reason  for  their  refusal  to  have  their 
children  confirmed.  To  the  excitements  at  school  there  are 
usually  added  those  at  home.  It  is  a  breaking-up  time.  Prep- 
arations are  being  made  for  going  away.  Minds  are  preoccupied. 
Spirits  are  restive.  Thoughts  are  far  from  being  interested  in 
matters  religious.  There  is  a  decided  falling  off  in  attendance 
upon  divine  service.  The  minister  himself  is  not  infrequently 
worn  out  at  that  season  of  the  year,  is  lacking  the  fire  and  zeal 
with  which  he  entered  upon  his  work  in  the  fall. 

And  even  though  a  great  throng  gathers  in  the  Synagogue 
on  Confirmation  Day,  it  is  not  religious  fervor  that  brings  them 
there.  And  even  though  the  confirmauts  are  profoundly  moved 
by  the  solemn  exercises,  the  impression,  unfortunately,  is  often 
of  short  duration.  On  the  very  Sabbath  following,  upon  enter- 
ing the  Synagogue  in  compliance  with  the  sacred  obligation  they 
have  taken  upon  themselves,  they  are  apt  to  have  their  enthu- 
siasm chilled  by  the  emptiness  that  surrounds  them.  At  the  very 
time  when  the  elders  should  set  the  best  example,  they  set  the 
worst.  The  exodus  has  set  in.  There  may  be  no  public  services 
of  their  persuasion  where  they  summer,  or  none  may  be  at- 
tended. Even  if  they  remain  at  home,  they  may  find  their 
Synagogue  closed,  or  open  but  for  half  an  hour  a  week  for  the 
benefit  of  mourners.  By  the  time  autumn  arrives,  the  profound 
impression  which  the  exercises  made  upon  the  conformant  may 
have  evaporated,  because  there  have  not  been  the  immediate, 
successive,  strengthening  and  deepening  influences  of  divine  serv- 
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ice  to  continue  what  confirmation  had  only  begun.  The  glowing 
enthusiasm  of  two  or  three  months  earlier  is  gone,  often  gone 
beyond  recall. 

DATES  OF  SOME  CANNOT  BE  CHANGED. 

Irremediable,  however,  as  the  difficulties  that  beset  other 
holidays  may  be,  those  which,  at  the  present  day,  rob  confirma- 
tion of  the  full  fruitage  of  its  labors  may  quite  readily  be  over- 
come. Other  festivals  are  anchored  to  definite  times  and  seasons, 
are  of  historic  origin  and  association,  have  had  tens  of  cen- 
turies of  time  for  rooting  themselves  in  almost  all  lands,  and 
to  such  an  extent  that  transposition  of  them,  if  at  all  possible, 
would  be  a  matter  of  exceeding  difficulty,  and  successful  only 
among  a  comparatively  few. 

CONFIRMATION  DATE  ADMITS  OF  CHANGE. 

Fortunately,  such  difficulties  would  not  pertain  to  a  separa- 
tion of  Confirmation  from  the  Shabuoth  festival,  for,  until  about 
a  century  ago,  the  former  had  no  part  at  all  in  the  observance 
of  the  latter;  it  was  not  even  known  in  Israel.  And  even  at 
this  day,  but  comparatively  few  of  our  people  recognize  and 
accept  it  as  a  Jewish  institution,  and  some,  even  of  these,  have 
already  dissociated  Confirmation  from  the  Shabuoth  festival, 
administering  that  solemn  ceremony  when  it  best  suits  their  time 
and  circumstance. 

TRANSFER  WOULD  NOT  MEET  WITH  AS  MANY  DIFFICULTIES 
AS  ITS  INTRODUCTION  MET. 

A  transfer  of  the  ceremony  of  Confirmation  from  the  day  on 
which  it  is  now  conducted  to  a  time  more  suitable  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  instituted  would  not  awaken  anything 
like  the  opposition  it  encountered  when  it  was  first  proposed  and 
introduced  in  the  Synagogue.  Its  having  been,  prior  to  that 
time,  a  distinctly  Christian  institution,  even  one  of  the  sacra- 
ments of  the  Catholic  Church,  constituted  the  strongest  argu- 
ment against  it  on  the  part  of  rigorous  followers  of  Jewish 
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orthodoxy.  Its  champions  were  charged  with  nourishing  secret 
designs  on  the  perpetuation  of  the  Jewish  faith,  with  a  desire 
to  open  to  the  young  a  doorway  into  Christianity.  In  vain  was 
tlic  answer  of  its  advocates  that,  inasmuch  as  Christianity  had 
borrowed  from  Judaism  much  of  what  it  values  highest — the 
God  it  worships,  the  Bible  it  reverences,  the  Decalogue  it  fol- 
lows, the  prophets  it  honors — Judaism  could  well  afford  to  bor- 
row in  return  a  ceremony  that  was  pleasing  to  young  and  old, 
deeply  impressive,  and  that  especially  attained  the  ends  which 
its  predecessor,  the  Bar  Mitzvah,  failed  to  serve.1  This  re- 
joinder the  opposition  met  with  the  familiar  argument  of  all 
anti-progessionists:  "What  was  good  enough  for  our  fathers  and 
ourselves  is  good  enough  for  our  children,"  an  argument  that 
was  as  absurd  then,  wrhen  altered  times  and  conditions  demanded 
a  change,  as  it  is  to-day. 

OPPOSITION  OVERCOME. 

The  opposition,  however,  lost  much  of  its  bitterness  when 
it  was  pointed  out  that  the  Bar  Mitzvah  ceremony  itself  had 
been  borrowed  from  other  sources,  that  there  was  no  authority 
nor  sanction  for  it  in  Biblical  or  Rabbinical  or  Gaonistic  or  Mai- 
nionidean  writings,  that  it  was  first  introduced  in  Germany,  that 
there  was  no  earlier  knowledge  of  it  than  some  three  or  the 
utmost  four  centuries  back.2 

Less  bitter  still  became  the  opposition  when  the  absurdity 
was  pointed  out  of  holding  that  a  boy  who  had  reached  his  thir- 
teenth year  had  attained  the  age  of  moral  discretion,  that  from 
that  day  he  was  a  minor  no  longer,  that  henceforth  he  was 
accountable  for  his  own  actions,  and  no  longer  shouldered  upon 
his  father  the  responsibility  for  his  transgressions — a  claim 
which  we,  who  have  been  taught  something  of  the  nature  of 
adolescence,  would  not  dare  to  make,  even  for  children  of  six- 


1  See  Dr.  Herxheimer :  ' '  Ueber  die  synagogalische  Zuldssigkeit  und 
Einrichtung  der  Confirmation."  Geiger:  "  Wissenschaftliche  Zeit- 
schrift  fiir  jiidische  Theologie,"  vol.  i.,  68  ff. 

2Loew:  "  Lebensalter, "  pp.  210-222.  Schechter:  "  Studies  in  Juda 
ism,"  Chap.  XII,  pp.  307-312. 
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teen  years  of  age,  the  age  required  for  Confirmation  by  many 
of  us. 

Still  weaker  grew  the  opposition  when  it  was  pointed  out 
that  Bar  Mitzvah  had  regard  only  for  the  needs  of  boys,  while 
Confirmation  concerned  itself  equally  as  much  with  the  needs 
of  girls,  that,  no  longer  living  the  secluded  life  of  the  oriental 
woman,  that,  no  longer  denied  a  part  in  the  world's  work  and 
duties,  she  had  as  much  need  of  religious  instruction  as  had 
the  boy,  if  not  more  so,  seeing  that  she  was  expected  to  lead 
even  a  more  virtuous  life  than  he,  and  point  out  to  others  the 
way  of  righteousness.  It  was  therefore  hejd  by  the  champions 
of  Confirmation  that  it  was  incumbent  upon  parents  and  re- 
ligious teachers  to  have  girls  properly  instructed  in  religion  and 
morals,  and  to  sink  such  instruction  deep  within  their  hearts 
and  souls  and  minds  by  means  of  the  impressive  ceremony  of 
Confirmation. 

And  the  opposition  almost  ceased  when  it  was  shown  that 
the  Bar  Mitzvah,  whatever  impressiveness  it  may  have  had  at 
one  time,  had  largely  degenerated  into  a  lip  service,  into  a 
formal  act,  a  mere  reading  of  Scriptural  verses  in  a  foreign 
tongue,  often  not  understood  by  reader  and  hearer,  that  it  left 
the  heart  and  soul  untouched,  and  the  mind  uninformed  as  to 
the  fundamental  facts  and  principles  of  the  history  and  re- 
ligion of  Israel. 

CONFIRMATION  FINALLY  PLACED  ON  SHABUOTH. 

Though  the  most  formidable  opposition  had  been  overcome, 
and  the  requisite  legal  authority  obtained  from  the  government, 
the  victory  at  first  was  an  academic  one.  It  was  by  no  means 
a  triumphal  entry  which  confirmation  made  into  the  religious 
life  of  the  Jew.  The  first  Jewish  Confirmation,  which  took  place 
in  Germany  in  1810,3  was  conducted  within  a  home,  in  private 
by  a  teacher,  and  the  class  consisted  of  one  member,  a  boy. 
Gradually  this  brave  act  found  imitators  in  other  German  cities, 
and  in  the  cities  of  other  lands.4  In  time,  the  classes  grew  larger 
and  included  girls,  but  the  sexes  were  confirmed  separately,  on 

3  Cassel.  4  Berlin,  1817 ;  Hamburg,  1818. 
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Sabbath  afternoons,  still  in  school-houses  and  by  teachers.  In 
time,  the  confirmation  ceremony  took  place  in  the  Synagogue,5 
and  was  performed  by  the  Rabbi,  upon  boys  and  girls  together, 
in  connection  with  one  or  the  other  of  the  regular  Sabbath  serv- 
ices, generally  the  one  that  best  suited  either  the  Rabbi  or  the 
class,  as  has  always  been  and  still  is  the  manner  of  procedure 
by  bishops  of  certain  Christian  churches,  in  their  respective 
dioceses.  In  time,  sentiment  favored  a  Confirmation  Day  that 
would  be  common  to  all.  The  Sabbath  of  the  Maccabean  Fes- 
tival week  found  many  advocates.  Others  suggested  Shabuoth 
as  the  more  appropriate,  by  reason  of  tradition  claiming  that 
that  festival  synchronizes  with  the  time  when  the  Sinaic  Law 
was  given  unto  Israel,  and  when  that  people  solemnly  pledged 
to  heed  and  do  all  that  that  Law  commanded.  In  the  end 
Shabuoth  won  the  day. 

THAT  DATE  SUITABLE  AT  THAT  TIME. 

A  more  suitable  day  for  Confirmation  than  Shabuoth  could 
scarcely  have  been  conceived,  at  the  time  and  in  the  country 
when  and  where  the  choice  was  made.  Season  and  sentiment 
were  all  in  its  favor.  It  was  the  festival  commemorative  of  the 
completion  of  the  spring  harvest  in  Palestinian  lands,  and  it- 
marked,  according  to  tradition,  an  anniversary  of  the  day  on 
which  Israel,  through  its  acceptance  of  the  Decalogue,  received 
its  Charter  to  Immortality  and  its  Patent  of  Nobility.  It  was 
the  festival  on  which,  according  to  old  custom,  the  Synagogue 
was  decked  with  green,  as  if  for  welcome  to  those  who  in  the 
spring  of  life  came  to  consecrate  themselves  to  the  service  of 
God  and  man.  It  was  the  festival  which,  owing  to  the  de- 
lightful summer  weather  of  Germany,  marked  the  commence- 
ment of  the  most  favored  season  of  the  year  for  Synagogue  at- 
tendance. There  were  not  then  the  summer  holidays,  the  sum- 
mer migrations  and  travels,  that  have  since  become  almost  as 
general  in  European  lands  as  in  our  own.  Attendance  upon 
divine  service  was  sure  to  see  the  newly  confirmed  surrounded 
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by  their  elders,  and  together,  old  and  young,  proceeded  amid 
increasing  fervor  toward  the  great  autumnal  holy  days. 

UNSUITABLE  TO-DAY. 

All  this  has  greatly  changed,  even  in  the  country  w]jere 
Pentecostal  Confirmation  was  first  instituted.  There  are  the 
same  taxing  duties  at  the  close  of  the  school  year.  There  are 
the  same  complaints  that  city  congestion  has  made  city  habita- 
tion in  summer  almost  insufferable,  that  the  intensity  of  modern 
life  in  almost  every  calling  makes  a  summer  respite  a  prime 
necessity,  that  the  homesickness  for  mother-earth  is  growing 
stronger  with  each  summer.  And  the  effect  is  the  same:  Syna- 
gogues are  sparsely  attended  during  the  summer;  some  of  them 
are  closed  altogether. 

RESULT  DOES  NOT  WARRANT  LABOR  EXPENDED. 

And  the  complaints  respecting  the  unsuitableness  of  our 
Confirmation  date  which  are  heard  here  are  the  same  that  are 
heard  there.  Present-day  results,  they  say,  do  not  warrant  the 
large  expenditure  of  labor  that  precedes  Confirmation.  Too 
close  proximity  to  the  vacation  period  prevents  the  seed  im- 
planted on  Confirmation  Day  from  germinating  and  yielding 
the  expected  harvest.  Stronger  and  stronger  grows  the  feeling 
there  as  here  that  a  change  in  the  time  of  Confirmation  is  needed, 
that  the  formal  entering  of  our  boys  and  girls  into  their  faith 
should  take  place  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  the  work  that 
has  been  done  might  be  conserved,  and  still  greater  good  achieved 
in  the  future. 

THE  GOOD  THAT  WOULD  ACCRUE  FROM  CHANGE. 

Why  not  turn  that  wish  into  reality?  Who  is  to  prevent 
it?  Is  it  even  a  matter  of  choice?  Has  it  not  become  a  neces- 
sity? Why  not  transfer  Confirmation  from  a  day  that  is  no 
longer  suited  to  it  to  a  day  that  will  answer  its  purpose?  Why 
continue  it  at  the  fag  end  of  a  season's  religious  work?  Why 
not  place  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  when  there  is  a  re- 
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vival  of  religious  interest,  during  the  fall  Harvest  Festival, 
during  the  Succoth  week,  preferably  on  the  day  marked  in  the 
cycle  of  Jewish  festivals  as  Simchath  Torali,  the  Day  of  Rejoic- 
ing over  the  Law?  Can  such  a  day  as  this  not  be  made  as 
fraught  with  meaning  as  is  the  day  commemorative  of  the  Giv- 
ing of  the  Law?  Why  not  prepare  Confirmation  classes  as 
hitherto,  assign  to  the  pupils,  at  the  close  of  the  religious  school 
term,  the  parts  they  are  to  have  in  the  Confirmation  exercises, 
and  begin  review  and  rehearsal  with  them  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  season's  work,  in  the  fall?  Then,  when  the  soil 
that  has  lain  fallow  during  the  summer  has  been  broken  by  the 
Xcw  Year  service,  and  seeded  and  harrowed  by  the  stirring 
service  of  the  Atonement  Day,  heart  and  soul  and  mind  of  old 
and  young  will  be  properly  attuned  to  the  real  significance  of 
Confirmation.  And  after  such  preparation,  and  with  the  solemn 
impressiveness  of  the  Confirmation  Ceremony  as  an  impetus, 
the  class  will  go  forward,  without  interruption,  into  the  year's 
religious  work,  with  proper  zeal  and  enthusiasm  of  their  own, 
and  with  proper  encouragement  by  their  elders.  The  influence 
of  the  children  will  then  be  as  strong  upon  the  parents  as  that 
of  the  parents  upon  the  children. 

ARGUMENTS  AGAINST  CHANGE  STATED. 

As  far  as  we  know,  three  arguments  are  advanced  against 
such  a  transfer,  first,  it  would  mean  doing  away  with  a  day 
that  has  been  consecrated  to  Confirmation  from  remote  an- 
tiquity; second,  inasmuch  as  all  congregations  will  not  follow 
such  an  innovation,  the  solidarity  of  Israel  will  be  broken ;  third, 
since  little  is  left  of  the  ancient  meaning  of  Shabuoth,  even  that 
little  will  be  lost  by  dissociating  Confirmation  from  it. 

AND  ANSWERED. 

Not  one  of  these  arguments  presents  a  formidable  objection. 
As  to  the  first,  the  association  of  the  word  antiquity  with  a 
date  that  is  scarcely  three  score  years  old  is  quite  sufficient  to 
expose  its  absurdity.  As  to  the  second:  considering  that  only 
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a  fraction  of  the  house  of  Israel  observe  Confirmation  at  all,  and 
that  among  those  who  do  observe  it  there  are  some  who  con- 
duct the  ceremony  when  it  best  suits  their  time  and  circum- 
stance, it  is  idle  to  speak  of  a  solidarity  that  is  already  broken 
a  hundred-fold.  As  to  the  third :  Shabuotk  need  not  suffer  be- 
cause of  a  severance  from  it  of  Confirmation.  On  it  may  be 
held  annually  the  closing  exercises  of  the  religious  school,  and 
these  exercises,  participated  in  by  all  the  classes,  may  be  made 
so  beautiful  as  to  attract  and  keep  interested  large  congrega- 
tions. And  if  the  movement  of  Forward  to  the  Soil  continues 
to  grow  as  it  gives  promise  to  do  at  the  present  time,  who 
knows  but  that  Shabuoth  may  again  become  a  festival  of  re- 
joicing because  of  the  garnering  of  the  first  harvest  of  the  year? 

OBJECTION  DUE  MORE  TO  FEAR  THAN  TO  REASON. 

The  change  proposed  is  too  far-reaching  in  the  good  to  be 
achieved  by  it  to  be  put  to  naught  by  any  such  arguments  as 
these.  At  times,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  they  are  but 
a  cover  to  hide  a  fear  of  being  drawn  into  unpleasant  con- 
troversies and  conflicts.  Who  that  knows  anything  of  the  his- 
tory of  reforms  does  not  recognize  in  such  fear  the  old-time 
attitude  of  so-called  conservatives,  who,  though  objecting  and 
denouncing  at  first,  are  quite  ready  later  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  reforms  for  the  introduction  of  which  others  wrought  and 
perhaps  suffered? 

REFORM  EXPECTED  OF  REFORMERS. 

Senile  idolatry  of  institutions  of  the  past  that  have  outlived 
their  time  would  be  unworthy  of  us  who  call  ourselves  reformers, 
and  who  delight  in  telling  of  the  brave  spirits  of  our  fathers. 
They  effected  the  reforms  needed  in  their  day,  and  hoped  for 
us  to  institute  the  reforms  needed  in  ours.  Our  right  to  the 
title  of  reformer  lies  not  only  in  following  the  reforms  of  other 
days  but  also  in  inaugurating  our  own.  We  honor  the  past, 
but  we  deny  it  the  right  to  fetter  the  present.  The  present  is 
ours  as  much  as  the  past  was  our  fathers',  and  as  much  as 
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the  future  will  be  our  children's.  Each  has  its  heritage  from 
those  who  have  gone  before;  each  its  duty  to  its  own  and  to 
those  that  shall  come  after. 

WORLD  HAS  NOT  STOOD  STILL. 

Our  fathers  hesitated  not  to  set  aside  Bar  Mitzvah  or  force 
it  into  the  background  when  it  no  longer  answered  their  needs ; 
why  should  we  hesitate  to  transfer  Confirmation  to  a  more 
appropriate  season  when  its  present  time  no  longer  fulfills  our 
want  ?  The  world  has  not  stood  still  since  our  fathers  did  their 
work,  and  it  will  not  stand  still  after  we  shall  have  completed 
ours.  If  they  had  a  right  to  transfer  Confirmation  bodily  from 
Christianity  to  Judaism,  shall  not  we  have  the  right  to  change 
its  date  from  one  season  to  another,  especially  when  through 
such  change  we  seek  to  advance  our  sacred  cause  ?  We  show  the 
highest  reverence  to  our  fathers  not  by  always  doing  what  they 
did,  but  by  doing  what  they  would  have  done  had  they  lived  in 
our  day. 

WHEN  RELIGION  CEASES  TO  GROW  ITS  DECLINE  BEGINS. 

No  religion,  if  it  is  to  serve  its  purpose,  is  to  be  permitted  to 
become  congealed  or  fossilized.  The  day  on  which  a  religion 
ceases  to  grow  marks  it  for  the  grave.  When  a  religion  degen- 
erates into  a  mere  worship  of  the  letter,  or  of  dates,  its  spirit 
has  flown. 

CHANGE  WILL  BE  JUDGED  A  BLESSING. 

Men  were  tearing  down  a  seemingly  substantial  building, 
and  they  that  looked  on  said  "What  a  shame !"  They  saw  not 
that  the  ground  beneath  had  been  sinking,  and  that  the  founda- 
tions had  given  way.  Builders  came  and  reared  in  the  place 
of  the  old  a  structure  that  became  the  pride  of  the  town,  that 
answered  all  the  needs  the  old  building  had  served,  and  many 
needs  besides.  And  men  said :  ' '  What  a  blessing ! ' ' 

Behold  in  this  a  picture  of  what  will  happen  upon  trans- 
ferring Confirmation,  from  its  present  date  at  the  close  of  a 
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season's  work,  when  the  religious  life  of  the  community  comes 
to  a  halt,  to  the  beginning  of  a  season's  work  when,  after  a 
long  rest,  things  religious  take  on  new  life.  Though  some  men 
may  at  first  say  "What  a  shame!"  the  day  will  come  when  all 
will  say  "What  a  blessing!" 
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H 

THE   REINTRODUCTION  OF   CONGREGATIONAL 

SINGING. 

BY  RABBI  ISRAEL  AARON,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Iii  Israel  song  has  always  served  a  double  purpose.  It  has 
not  only  been  the  melodic  vent  of  that  fervency  of  religious 
feeling  which  transcends  the  scope  of  words,  but  it  has  also 
been  utilized  for  the  expression  of  principles  and  doctrines,  and 
for  the  accordant  utterance  of  lofty  watchwords.  The  attempt 
to  restore  congregational  singing  to  the  forceful,  joyful  place 
which  it  should  occupy  in  the  services  cannot  be  considered  an 
innovation.  Many  of  the  elder  generation  can  recall  Syna- 
gogues, having  neither  choir  nor  organ,  in  which  the  congre- 
gation joined  right  heartily  in  singing  the  traditional  Hebrew 
liymnic  compositions  and  other  portions  of  the  prayer-ritual. 
The  writer  of  this,  when  a  boy,  participated  in  the  services 
of  such  a  Synagogue  and  sang  with  the  rest.  No  doubt  others 
here  have  similar  recollections.  That  this  condition  no  longer 
exists  is  a  by-product  of  the  transitional  period  through  which 
Judaism  has  been  passing.  In  the  stirring  reformatory  period 
Jewish  interest  was  absorbed  in  practical  and  intellectual  ac- 
tivities, in  endeavoring  to  conform  to  new  conditions,  in  re- 
moving centuried  accretions  to  bring  out  into  bolder  relief  the 
real  purpose  and  spirit  of  Judaism.  The  attention  accorded  the 
aesthetic  side  of  public  worship,  which  pervaded  the  initial  ac- 
tivities of  the  reform  period,  continued  all  through  it.  so  that 
it  is  hardly  strung,  that,  in  the  emphasis  placed  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  good  choirs,  and  in  the  pride  of  possessing  them, 
the  importance  of  congregational  participation  in  the  singing 
should  be  overlooked  and  strength  sacrificed  for  musical  nicety 
and  elegance.  It  is  quite  true  that  special  choirs  in  the  Syna- 
gogue in  some  aspects  find  their  prototype  in  the  choral  func- 
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tions  which  Levites  and  priests  performed  in  antiquity.  But 
many  of  the  psalms  and  other  portions  of  the  Bible  plainly 
indicate  that  joyful  participation  in  their  melodic  rendition  was 
also  common.  Although  exact  Jewish  musical  data  and  details 
occupy  a  rather  dim  and  indistinct  corner  of  Jewish  literature, 
it  is  well  known  that  the  Jewish  people  in  the  time  of  worship 
sang  their  plaints,  their  praises,  and  prayers  in  rhythmic  num- 
bers throughout  the  ages.  They  wove  the  minstrel  tunes  of 
the  people  among  whom  they  lived  into  the  lofty  poetry  which 
mirrored  the  sacred  sentiments  of  their  own  hearts.  Indeed, 
they  adapted  popular  melodies  to  their  own  psalmody  in  order 
that  they  might  erase  or  counteract  the  frivolous  words  and 
thoughts  with  which  they  were  originally  associated,  as  Israel 
Najara  of  Gaza  (1578)  and  others,  as  noted  by  Steinschneider, 
did  to  Arabic  and  Turkish  folk-songs.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  interesting  to  observe  that  the  traveler  Petachyah,  of 
Kegensburg  (twelfth  century),  declares  that  he  heard  in  the 
Synagogues  of  Bagdad,  the  congregation  singing  portions  of  the 
service,  accompanied  with  musical  instruments. 

It  is  rather  strange  that  with  this  long  and  honorable  his- 
torical testimony  behind  it,  the  endeavors  to  reinstate  congre- 
gational singing  should  have  been  so  discouraging.  In  spite 
of  the  publication  of  the  Union  Hymnal  and  other  hymn  com- 
pilations— perhaps  some  might  say  because  of  them — in  few, 
if  any  of  our  larger  congregations  do  even  a  minority  of  those 
assembled  on  Sabbath  or  holiday  really  sing  the  hymns.  A 
dozen  or  so  scattered  and  courageous  souls  may  hum  along  with 
the  choir,  but  there  is  hardly  a  suggestion  of  the  full-volumed 
joyful  noise  we  have  a  right  to  expect.  There  is  a  well-defined 
feeling  that  the  choir  should  do  all  the  singing,  because  they  can 
do  it  better,  and  because  they  are  paid  to  do  it.  The  very 
fact,  however,  of  the  congregation's  non-participation  is  ex- 
ceedingly significant  and  demands  consideration.  It  is  a  barren 
spot  in  our  public  services,  which  indeed  can  be  made  to  flourish 
with  beautiful  and  fragrant  flowers  of  fervent  and  uplifting 
emotions.  And  in  endeavoring  to  make  it  fertile,  we  are  but 
trying  to  get  back  our  own.  If  we  shall  eventually  succeed, 
we  shall  but  come  into  our  own. 
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When  Heine,  intending  to  be  humorous,  or  sarcastic,  re- 
marked that  the  Jews  sang  metaphysics,  he  made  a  profound 
and  far-reaching  observation.  Principles  and  truths  can  be 
stated  and  restated  in  musical  cadence  and  never  tire  the  ear 
or  mind,  while  their  repetition  in  the  usual  tones  of  speech 
sometimes  suggests  the  oft-heard,  and  to  some,  the  trite  and 
platitudinous.  The  aid  of  music  in  establishing  doctrines,  and 
deepening  loyalty  to  them  is  indispensable.  It  provides  one 
of  the  most  powerful  cements  of  union,  and  a  potent  inspira- 
tion in  many  a  great  cause  and  enterprise. 

Unfortunately,  in  the  last  century  or  so.  this  graceful 
auxiliary  has  been  shifted  entirely  from  its  former  habitat  in 
the  pew.  and  confined  to  the  choir-loft.  Like  the  feathered 
songster  taken  from  the  freedom  of  the  air,  and  the  concert 
of  the  woods,  to  warble  in  a  cage,  the  religious  melodies  which 
once  rose  freely  from  the  throats  of  congregants  in  all  parts  of 
the  building,  now  float  in  artistic  precision  from  some  curtained 
corner  of  the  temple.  This  but  represents,  I  may  add,  one  aspect 
of  the  fundamental  query  whether  our  congregations  shall  par- 
take more  of  the  character  of  an  audience  or  a  worshiping  body : 
whether  it  is  more  uplifting  to  listen  to  the  song  of  praise  ar- 
tistically executed,  or  to  sing  it  with  the  artlessness  of  sincerity 
and  the  abandon  of  self-forgetfulness.  I  should  say  a  proper 
combination  of  both  would  be  the  true  solution. 

It  is  hardly  the  province  of  this  brief  presentation  to  go 
exhaustively  into  the  etiology  of  this  matter,  but  to  suggest 
some  remedial  measures.  The  solution  we  are  seeking,  however, 
will  unquestionably  be  facilitated,  if  we  can  approximately  dis- 
cover why  our  congregations  do  not  seem  to  delight  in  hymn- 
singing. 

We  are  quite  sure  it  is  not  because  our  people  are  not  in- 
clined to  sing,  for  they  engage  in  nothing  with  oT(>nter  spon- 
taneity. They  are  recognized  as  among  the  most  liberal  patrons 
and  prolific  producers  of  music,  and  none  of  them  must  be 
strenuously  urged  to  join  in  singing  operatic  selections  or  popu- 
lar songs.  A  crucial  query  is,  wrhy  will  they  sing  these  melodious 
full-throated  and  willingly,  without  any  persuasion,  and  remain 
silent  during  sacred  song,  even  when  urged  to  swell  the  con- 
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gregational  chorus?  Is  not  this  a  symptom  of  unhealthy  spir- 
itual condition?*  Is  not  this  in  some  measure  a  corollary  or 
perhaps  a  consequence  of  the  prevailing  madness  for  the  stage, 
of  the  love  of  the  shallower  pleasures,  and  the  mania  to  see 
and  hear  the  clever,  of  the  almost  general  preference  of  these 
joys  to  spiritual  or  religious  ones  when  the  opportunity  to 
choose  either  occurs  at  the  same  time?  The  spirit  which  is 
cultivated  is  not  congruous  with  the  spirit  which  would  give 
hymn-singing  spontaneity  or  volume.  There  are  other  aspects 
of  present  Jewish  life  which  are  also  contributory  to  this.  To 
borrow  a  phrase  from  husbandry,  the  soil  is  not  in  proper  con- 
dition, and  requires  preparation.  It  is  an  axiom  of  agricolation 
that  the  soil  must  be  made  suitable  for  the  crop.  Seed,  however 
good,  will  not  yield  much  in  impoverished  or  wrongly  condi- 
tioned soil,  and  hymns,  no  matter  how  spiritually  worded  or 
melodically  set,  will  not  stimulate  the  tongue  of  those  in  whom 
reverence  and  worshipfulness  is  absent  or  dormant.  "Wood  will 
burn,  but  you  must  furnish  the  fire  first,  the  igniting  flame. 

An  important  initial  step,  therefore,  in  the  reintroduction 
of  congregational  singing  concerns  men  more  than  music,  the 
Jewish  soul  as  much  as  Jewish  song.  There  should,  for  in- 
stance, be  a  determined  effort  to  curb  the  prevailing  tendency 
which  permits  every  species  of  stage  presentation  to  appropriate 
more  than  its  proper  proportion  of  time  and  interest,  and  the 
lighter  and  more  frivolous  sides  of  life  to  monopolize  the  oppor- 
tunities for  better  things,  which  leisure  affords.  It  is  imperative 
that  the  current  of  Jewish  life  be  turned  into  other  and  nobler 
directions,  that  tastes  be  improved,  and  a  more  reverent  disposi- 
tion and  more  substantial  religiousness  be  cultivated.  In  a 
word,  the  initial  requisite  for  restoring  the  full  chorus  in  the 
pew  is  inextricably  associated  with  the  primal  duty  of  a  teacher 
in  Israel  to  strengthen  and  deepen  the  religious  spirit  of  the 
people.  Why  should  not  that  hearty  participation  in  popular 
music-hall  ditties,  or  in  more  or  less  clever  doggerel  to  their 


*  It  is  somewhat  interesting  to  recall  that  one  of  the  reasons  given 
by  the  Talmud  for  the  exclusion  of  Elisha  ben  Abuyah  from  the  abode 
of  the  blessed  was  iTEIBtt  pDS  tib  ^V  1OT  "O  (Greek  songs  never  ceased 
from  his'mouth.) 
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tunes,  so  often  heard  at  weddings  and  other  festive  occasions  be 
transformed  into  equally  hearty  participation  in  the  singing  of 
religious  poems.  A  great  advance  will  have  been  made  when  our 
people  shall  intuitively  feel  that  they  are  in  communion  with 
God  while  joyfully  singing  His  praises  as  well  as  when  they 
are  following  the  reading  of  the  ritual  of  the  minister. 

From  the  practical  side  the  difficulties  interfering  with  the 
establishment  of  congregational  singing  are  easily  superable. 
The  chief  obstacle  is  unfamiliarity  with  the  tunes,  sometimes 
familiarity  with  a  poor  tune,  a  minor  one,  the  literary  character 
of  the  hymn.  The  Union  Hymnal  owes  much  of  its  ill  success 
to  the  fact  that  the  melodies  were  new  to  the  people.  They  were 
from  the  first  met  critically.  The  subjective  conditions  were 
unfavorable.  There  were  no  lingering  echoes  of  cadences,  which 
father  and  mother  had  sung  to  stimulate  responsiveness.  Words 
and  music  were  confronted  by  a  sort  of  waiting  attitude,  and 
by  the  consciousness  that  an  experiment  was  being  tried.  A 
decided  difference  was  discernible  in  the  nature  and  volume  of 
the  singing  when  any  of  the  traditional  and  well-known  melo- 
dies were  sung.  The  Passover  and  Hanukkah  tunes  awaken  im- 
mediate response,  and  are  taken  up  with  vigor  and  zest.  They  have 
become  a  part  of  the  singer's  subjective  being,  part  of  his  nat- 
ural repertoire.  In  religious  bodies,  where  all  join  in  the  sing- 
ing, tunes  and  words  of  the  hymns  are  among  the  earliest  recol- 
lections of  the  participants.  These  same  words  and  tunes  came 
from  the  lips  of  parents;  they  were  heard  in  the  public  services 
and  in  the  more  intimate  domestic  circle  about  the  fireside. 
Perhaps  the  father  or  the  mother  had  a  favorite  hymn. 

People  cannot  sing  music  they  do  not  know,  or  have  not 
musical  ability  enough  to  read  easily;  and  are  disinclined  to 
sing  music  they  do  not  know  well.  But  old  melodies  with 
which  they  have  long  been  familiar  have  a  compelling  attrac- 
tiveness. IOT  QV  f)D3  1IDT 

The  simplest  and  the  natural  method  of  accomplishing  this 
is  to  organize  something  in  the  nature  of  a  singing  school, 
composed  of  as  many  members  of  a  congregation  as  can  be 
induced  to  attend.  Under  the  guidance  of  a  director,  even 
those  who  have  no  musical  training  will  readily  learn  the  hymn 
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tunes.  A  meeting  held  once  a  week,  or  even  fortnightly,  will 
soon  produce  a  serviceable  and  fairly  ample  repertoire.  Be- 
sides, gatherings  of  this  character  prove  interesting  in  other 
ways,  and  improve  congregational  cordiality  and  fellowship. 
Those  who  have  in  this  way  become  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  hymns  will  find  pleasure  in  singing  them,  and  will  not  only 
be  inclined  to  sing  at  the  public  services,  but  become  a  de- 
pendable nucleus,  encouraging  the  rest  of  the  congregation  to 
join  in  the  singing.  Of  course  this  method  would  be  decidedly 
furthered  if  people  could  be  induced  to  take  the  hymn-books 
home  for  family  use,  and  so  beautify  the  character  of  domestic 
life  with  the  strains  of  sacred  song.  A  powerful  auxiliary  will 
also  be  found  in  using  the  hymns  and  tunes  which  the  congre- 
gation is  expected  to  sing  in  the  religious  school  of  the  congre- 
gation, thus  familiarizing  the  children  with  them.  This  is  slower, 
but  surer. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  remark,  what  is  a  truism  in  the 
musical  world,  that  singing  is  most  effective  when  done  stand- 
ing. This  lends  emphasis  to  the  act,  although  it  may  be  some- 
what open  to  objection  at  a  Jewish  service  because  the  congre- 
gation gives  emphasis  to  certain  portions  of  the  ritual  by 
standing. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  adding  that  whether  we  shall  succeed 
in  making  our  new  hymns  popular  or  not  a  strong  effort  should 
be  made  to  induce  congregational  participation  in  the  traditional 
compositions  of  the  prayer-book.  This  will  always  prove  a 
powerful  nexus  between  the  past  and  present.  The  same  set- 
ting of  Adon  Olom,  and  En  Kelohenu  should  be  sung  in  every 
Synagogue  of  the  land. 

The  re-establishment  of  congregational  singing  will  not  only 
provide  a  powerful  element  of  religious  strength,  but  is  also  a 
mark  of  religious  progressiveness.  It  will  prevent  the  musical 
part  of  the  service  from  partaking  too  much  of  the  character 
of  a  sacred  concert.  It  will  make  the  Synagogue  less  what  it 
seems  to  be  for  many,  a  temple  of  music,  and  the  singing  more 
the  music  of  a  temple.  It  will  aid  in  forcing  many  of  our  con- 
gregation out  of  the  attitude  of  being  entertained  by  song,  and 
into  the  possibility  of  being  uplifted  and  uplifting  others  by 


CKNTRAL  CONFERENCE  OP  AMERICAN  RABBIS.  339 

personal  participation  in  sacred  song.  By  a  united  and  con- 
certed endeavor  on  the  part  of  all  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference, congregational  singing  can  become  a  potent  factor  in 
Jewish  life,  and  cause  our  people  in  the  time  of  prayer  to  feel 
something  of  that  exalted  inspiration  which  gave  the  world  the 
splendid  98th  psalm,  and  to  yield,  when  our  new  hymnal  shall 
have  been  published,  to  the  plea  of  its  initial  verse, 

Tt?  1}  \v&    "Sing  to  God  a  New  Song"  (Psalm  xxxiii,  3). 
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Labrauch  St.,  Houston,   Texas. 
Bauer,  Solomon  H.,  Rabbi,   Congregation  Anshe  Emeth,  3116 

Logan  Boulevard,  Chicago,  111. 
Baron,  Morris,  B.A.,  A.M.,  Rabbi,  B'er  Chayim,  7  Union  St., 

Cumberland,  Md. 
Bergman,  Moise,  B.A.,  Rabbi,   Congregation  Gates  of  Prayer, 

5914  Pitt  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Berkowitz,    Henry,    B.L.,    D.D.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    Rodeph 

Shalom,  1823  N.  33d  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bernstein,  Louis,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Adath  Joseph,  2002  Mul- 
berry St.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Blatt,  Joseph,  B.  A.,  Rabbi,  Temple  B'nai  Israel,  26  W.  12th 

St.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Blau,  Joel,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Shaari  Zedek,  588a  Mon- 
roe St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Bloch,  Jacob,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  Rabbi,  586  Couch  St.,  Portland,  Ore. 
Blum,  A.,  Rabbi,  Jewish  Chaplain  State  and  City  Hospitals,  138 

W.  81st  St.,  New  York  City.     . 
Bogen,  Joseph,  LL.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Israel,  316  E. 

Baltimore  St.,  Jackson,  Tenn. 
Bottigheimer,    Seymour   G.,   B.A..    Rabbi,    Congregation   B'nai 

Israel,  211  S.  Commerce  St.,  Natchez,  Miss. 
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Braun,  Frederick  E.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Jeshu- 
run,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Brill,  Abram,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Leshem  Shomayim,  43 
Poplar  Ave.,  Woodlawn,  Wheeling.    \V.    Va. 

Buttenweiser,  Closes,  Ph.D.,  Professor,  Hebrew  Union  College, 
3208  Fredonia  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Calisch,  Ed.  N.,  B.A.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth 
Ahabah,  2702  Monument  Ave.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Coffee,  Rudolph  I.,  B.A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Tree  of 
Life,  5894  Hobart  St.,  E.E.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Cohen,  Henry,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Israel,  1920  Broad- 
way, Galveston,  Texas. 

Cohen,  Montague,  N.A.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Beth  Israel,  Box 
1073,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

Cohen,  Simon  R.,  B.A.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Elohim, 
1387  Dean  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Cohn,  Frederick,  B.A.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Israel, 
1302  Park  Ave.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Cronbach,  Abraham,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth-El,  131  S. 
William  St.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Currick,   Max   C.,   B.A.,   Rabbi,   Congregation  Ansche   Chesed, 
523  W.  9th  St.,  Erie,  Pa. 

Bernard,  Samuel  N.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Shaare 
Tov,  1933  Humbolt  Ave.,  South,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Deutsch,  Gotthard,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Professor,  Hebrew  Union  Col- 
lege, 3600  Wilson  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Drucker,  Aaron  P.,  Rabbi,  6108  Ellis  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Egelson,  Louis  I.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Emanu-El,  Greensboro, 
N.  C. 

Ehrenreich,  Bernard  C.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Kahl  Montgom- 
ery, 58  Sayre  St.,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Elkin,  Heiman  J.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  2714  Bell  St.,  New  Orleans,  La 

Elkin,   Meyer,   Rabbi,    Congregation   Beth   Israel,   86   Windsor 
Ave.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Ellinger,  Emil,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  120  Al- 
tura  Place,  Mission  Hills,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

Elzas,  Barnett  A.,  B.A.,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Rabbi,  Hebrew  Congre- 
gation of  the  Deaf,  575  W.  159th  St.,  New  York  City. 
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Enelow,  H.  G.,  D.D.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Emarra-El,  130  W.  57th  St., 
New  York  City. 

Englander,  Henry,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Professor,  Hebrew  Union  Col- 
lege, 780  E.  Ridgway  Ave.,  Avondale,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Ettelson,  Harry  W.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  136 
Homestead  Ave.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Feuerlicht,  Jacob,  Rabbi,  Superintendent,  Home  of  Jewish 
Friendless,  5228  Ellis  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Feuerlicht,  Morris  M.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Indianapolis  Hebrew  Con- 
gregation, 3034  Washington  Boulevard,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Fineshriber,  William  H.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Children  of 
Israel,  89  N.  Bellevue,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Fisher,  Henry  M.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  109 
Seaside  Ave.,  Atlantic  City.  N.  J. 

Foster,  Solomon,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Jeshurun, 
264  Clinton  Ave.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Fox,  G.  George,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Beth-El  Congregation,  1218 
Hemphill  St.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Frank,  Julius,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Oheb  Sholom,  1147  Frank- 
lin St.,  Reading,  Pa. 

Franklin,  Leo  M.,  B.L.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Beth-El,  10  Edison  Ave., 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Freund,  Chas.  J.,  B.S.,  B.L.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Israel. 
524  E.  2d  South,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Frey,  Sigmund,  Rabbi,  Superintendent  Jewish  Orphan  Asylum, 
2033  E.  4th  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Gal. 

Friedlander,  Joseph,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Shary  Tefilo,  185 
Main  St.,  Orange,  N.  J. 

Friedlander,  M.,  Rabbi,  First  Hebrew  Congregation,  29  Moss 
Ave.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Friedman,  William  S.,  B.L.,  LL.D.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Emanuel. 
1060  Emerson  St.,  Denver,  Col. 

Frisch,  Ephraim,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Anshe  Emeth,  205 
Martin  Ave.,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 

Gerechter,  Emanuel,  Rabbi,  Zion  Congregation,  671  Washing- 
ton St.,  Appleton,  Wis. 

Goldenson,  Samuel  H.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Emeth, 
551  Myrtle  Ave.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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Gordon,  Nathan,  M.A..  Rabbi,  Congregation  Temple  Emanuel, 
4128  Sherbrooke  St..  West,  Montreal,  Canada. 

Grad,  Bennett,  B.A..  Rabbi.  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  309  E. 
18th  St.,  Austin.  Texas. 

Greenburg,  William  H..  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Emanu-El 
2603  S.  Ervay  St.,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Gries,  M.  J.,  B.A..  Rabbi,  The  Temple,  Bratenahl,  Ohio. 

Gross,  Louis  Daniel,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Akron  Hebrew  Congregation, 
66  N.  Balch  Ave.,  Akron,  0.  . 

Grossman,  Rudolph,  B.L.,  D.D.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Rodeph  Shalom, 
1347  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  City. 

Grossman,  Louis,  B.A.,  D.D.,  Professor,  Hebrew  Union  College, 
Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Yeshurun,  2212  Park  Ave., 
AY.  H.  Cincinnati,  0. 

Guttinacher,  Adolf,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Baltimore  Hebrew  Congre- 
gation, 2239  Brookfield  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Guttman,  Adolph,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Society  of  Concord, 
102  Walnut  PL,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Harris.  Maurice  II.,  M.A.,  Ph.D..  Rabbi.  Temple  Israel  of  Har- 
lem, 254  W.  103d  St.,  New  York  City. 

Harrison,  Leon,  B.A.  Ph.D..  Rabbi,  Temple  Israel.  5611  Ca- 
banne  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Hausmann,  Gustav  X.,  Lit.D.,  Rabbi,  159  W  121st  St..  New 
York  City. 

Hecht,  Sio-mimd.  D.D..  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Brith.  817 
Beacon  St.,  Los  Angeles.  Cal. 

Heller.  MMX.  M.L.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Temple  Sinai.  1828 
Marengo  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Hirsehberg,  Abram,  B.A..  Rabbi.  Temple  Sholom,  2636  Lake- 
view  Ave..  Chicago.  111. 

Hirsehberg,  Samuel.  M.A..  Rabbi,  Temple  Emaim-El.  709 
Stowell  Ave..  Milwaukee,  AYis. 

Isaacs,  A.  S.,  Ph.D..  \e\v  York  T'niversity,  447  Ellison  St..  Pat- 
er son,  N.  J. 

Jacobs,  Pizer  AY..  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Shaari  Shomayim, 
201  Seward  Place.  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Jacobson,  Closes  P.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Helnvw  Zion, 
Shreveport,  La. 
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Jasin,  Joseph,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Anshe  Emeth,  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark. 

Jesselson,  Felix  \V.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Zion, 
200  North  Division  Ave.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Joseph,  Theodore  F.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Keneseth  Is- 
rael, Allentown,  Pa. 

Kaplan,  Bernard  M.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Ohabai  Sha- 
lome,  267  8th  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Kaplan,  Jacob  H.,  B.A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Miskkan 
Israel,  614  Parkman  Ave.,  Selma,  Ala. 

Klein,  David,  M.A.,  Ph.B.,  19  Church  St.,  Sumter,  S.  C. 

Klein,  Israel,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Zion  of  West  Chicago, 
1916  Washington  Boulevard,  Chicago,  111 

Klein,  Jacob,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Ben?  Jeshurun,  2221  E.  55th 
St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Koch,  Samuel,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Temple  do  Hirsch,  916  20th  Ave., 
North  Seattle,  Washington. 

Kohler,  Kaufman,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  President  Hebrew  Union  Col- 
lege, 3016  Stanton  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Kohut,  George  A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  254th  St.  and  Independence 
Ave,  Riverdale-on-t  he- Hudson,  New  York. 

Kopald,  Louis  J..  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Temple  Israel, 
1017  N.  El  Dorado  St.,  Stockton,  Cal. 

Kornfeld,  J.  S.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Bene  Israel,  376  Lin- 
wood  Ave.,  Columbus,  0. 

Kory,  Sol  L.,  B.A.,  B.B.,  Rabbi,  Anshe  Chesed  Congregation, 
1318  Baum  St.,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Krass,  Nathan,  B.A.,  LL.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Temple  Israel, 
690  Eastern  Parkway,  Brooklyn,  New  York  City. 

Krauskopf,  Joseph,  D.D.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Keneseth  Israel.  4715 
Pulaski  Ave.,  Germantown,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Kuppin,  Louis,  B.A.,  Congregation  B'nai  Sliolem,  1624  York 
St.,  Quincy,  111. 

Landau,  Jacob  Henry,  M.A.,  D.D.,  Temple  Beth-El,  7!)3.  Au- 
burn Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Landman,  Isaac,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Keneseth  Israel.  229 
Apsley  St.,  Germantown,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Landsberg,   Max,    Ph.D.,    Rabbi.    Congregation    Berith   Kodesli, 

316  Mercantile  Building.  Rochester,  X.  V. 
Lauterbach,   J.  Z.,   Professor.    Ilt-hivw    Union    College,    724   W. 

6th  St..   Cincinnati.  O. 
Lefkovits,  Maurice,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi.  Congregation  Emannel.  1919 

E.  3d  St.,   Duluth.  Minn. 
Lefkowitz.  David,  B.S.,  B.L.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Yeshu- 

run.   306  Grafton  Ave..   Dayton.   0. 
Leipziger.  Emil  W.,  B.A..  Rabbi.  Congregation  Temple  Israel, 

626  Walnut  St.,  Terre  Haute.  Ind. 
Leiser,  Joseph,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Keneseth  Israel.  Box 

219.  Allentown,   Pa. 
Leuclit.    I.   L  .    Rabbi.   Touro  Synagogue.    P.   0.    Box  431.   New 

Orleans,  La. 
Leucht,  Joseph,  Rabbi  emeritus.  Congregation  B'nai  Jeshurun. 

63  Seymour  Ave.,  Newark.  N.  J. 
Levi,    Charles   S.,    B.A.,    Rabbi.    Congregation    Anshai    Emeth. 

Jefferson  Hotel,  Peoria.  111. 
Levi,    Gerson   B.,   M.A.,   Ph.D.,    Rabbi.    B'nai    Shalom    Temple 

Israel.  3540  Grand  Boulevard.  Chicago,  111. 
Levi.    Harry.    B:A..    Rabbi.    Tempi.-    Israel,    56    Verndale    St. 

Brookline.  Mass. 

Levy,  Abraham  R..  Ph.B.,  Rabbi,  213  E.  48th  St..  Chicago.  111. 
Levy,  David,  Rabbi.  Congregation  Mishkau  Israel.  New  Haven, 

Conn. 

Levy,  Felix  A..  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Emanuel.  561  Mel- 
rose  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Levy,  J.  Leonard.  B.A..  D.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Rodef 
Shalom,  "Seven  Gables,"  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Levy,  M.  S.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Israel.  1839  Geary 
St.,  San  Francisco.  Cal. 

Lewinthal,  Isidore.  Ph.D.,  Rabbi.  Congregation  Ohavai  Sholom. 

106— 20th  Ave..  South,  Nashville,   Tenn. 
Liknaitz,    David    L..    B.S.,    Ph.D.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    B'nai 

Jeshurun,  6th  and  Osage  Streets,  Leavenworth.  Kan. 
Loewenberg,  William,  Rabbi.  Temple  Israel,  fin   K.  Favrtte  St.. 

ITniontown.   Pa. 


356  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  AMERICAN  RABBIS. 

Lovitch,  Meyer,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Temple   Israel,   1410  Broadway, 

Paducah,  Ky. 
Lowenstein,    Solomon,    B.A.,    Rabbi,    Superintendent    Hebrew 

Orphan  Asylum,  137th  St.  and  Amsterdam  Ave.,  New  York 

City. 
Lyons,    Alexander,    M.A.,    Ph.D.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    Beth 

Elohim,  526  8th  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Magnes,  Jiulah  Leon,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  23  Sutton  PL,  New  York 

City. 
Mamiheimer,  Eugene,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Jeshu- 

run,  201  Victoria  Hotel,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Mannheimer,    Leo,     B.A.,    Ph.D.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    B'n;ii 

Jeshurun,  486  E.   27th  St.,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Marcusori,  Isaac  E.,  B.L.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Elohim,  86 

Wanderhorst  St.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Margolis,    Elias,   B.A.,    Rabbi,    Congregation   Peni-El,    601   W. 

162d  St.,  New  York  City. 
Marks,  Samuel,  Rabbi,  Temple  Beth-El,  114  W.  Quincy  Ct.,  San 

Antonio,  Texas. 
Marx,  David,  B.L.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Gemileth  Chesed,  354 

Washington  St.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Mayer,   Eli,   B.A.,   Rabbi,   Congregation   Rodeph   Shalom,   2247 

X.  16th  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mayer,  Harry  H.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Temple  B'nai  Jehuda,  2600  E. 

28th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Mendes,  P.  de  Sola,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  West  End  Synagogue,  154  W. 

82d  St.,  New  York  City. 
Mendoza,  Louis  D.,  B.A.,  Congregation  Ohev  Sholom,  3  Raleigh 

Sq.,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Merritt,  Max  J.,  B.A.,  Congregation  B'ne  Israel,  417  First  St., 

Evansville,  Ind. 
Messing,    Abraham   J.,   Jr.,   B.A.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    B'rith 

Sholom,  Springfield,  111.,  602  N.  Main  St.,  Bloomington,  111. 

Messing,  Aaron,  J.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi  emeritus,  Congregation  B'nai 
Sholom,  Temple  Israel,  4533  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Mossing,    Ilonry    J.,   Rabbi   emeritus,    United    Hebrew    Congre- 
gation, 4439  Delmar  Boulevard,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Messing,  Mnycr.  Rabbi  emeritus,  Indianapolis  Hebrew  Congre- 
gation, 2218  X.  Meridian  St.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Meyer,  Julius  H.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  933  Exchange  Building,  108  La- 
Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Meyer,  Martin  A.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Temple  Bmanu-El,  2109  Baker 
St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Meyerberg.  J.  L.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Oheb  Sholoni,  Golds- 
boro,  N.  C. 

Mielziner,  Jacob,  B.A.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Sh'erith  Is- 
rael-Ahabath  Achim.  519  Prospect  Place,  Avondale,  Cin- 
cinnati, 0. 

Miller,  Julian  H.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Mizpah  Congregation,  515  Doug- 
las St.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Morgenstern,  Julian,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Professor,  Hebrew  Union 
College,  3449  Hallwood  Place,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Moses,  Alfred  G.,  B.A.,  Lit.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Shaari 
Shomayim,  Government  and  "Warren  Streets,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Moses,  Isaac  S.,  Rabbi,  Ahavath  Chesed  Shaar  Hashomayim 
Congregation,  222  E.  61st  St.,  New  York  City. 

Neumark,  David,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Professor,  Hebrew  Union  Col- 
lege, 2854  Winslow  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Newfield,  Morris,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Emanu-El,  2150  S. 
16th  St.,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Newman,  Julius,  Rabbi,  Moses  Montefiore  Congregation,  1522 
Rockwell  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Nieto,  Jacob,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Sherith  Israel,  3933  Clay  St., 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Noot,  M.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  416  W.  Hemlock 
St.,  Hazelton,  Pa. 

Peiser,  Simon,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Assistant  Superintendent  Jewish 
Orphan  Asylum,  5000  Woodlawn  Ave.,  Cleveland,  0. 

Philipson,  David,  B.A.,  D.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Bene  Israel, 
3947  Beechwood  Ave.,  Rose  Hill,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Philo,  Isador  C.,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Mansfield  Reform, 
105  S.  Balsch  St.,  Akron,  0. 

Raisin,  Jacob  S.,  Ph.D.,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  1345  54th  St.,  Brooklyn, 
New  York  City. 
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Raisin,  Max,  B.A.,  LL.D.,  Congregation  Beth    Israel.  2003  23d 

Ave.,  Meridian,  Miss. 
Rappaport,  Julius,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth-El,  2128  Crystal 

St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Ranch,  Joseph,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Adas   Israel.   Louis- 
ville, Ky. 
Reichler,  Max,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Sinai  of  the  Bronx. 

1012  Simpson  St.,  New  York  City. 

Rhine,  Abraham,  B.A.,  D.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  House  of  Is- 
rael, 315  W.  Grand  Ave.,  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 
Rice,   William,    Rabbi,    Congregation   Achduth   Weshalom,    815 

College  St.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Rosenau,   William,   Ph.D.,   Rabbi,    Congregation   Oheb   Shalom, 

1515  Eutaw  Place,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Rosenbaum,    David,    Ph.D.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    Beth    Israel, 

Austin,  Tex. 
Rosenthal,   Frank  L.,  Rabbi,   Congregation  B'nai   Israel,   1225 

Second  Ave.,  Columbus,  Ga. 
Rosenthal,  Isidore,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Shaari  Shomayim, 

138  E.  Clay  St.,  Lancaster,  Pa, 
Rosenwasser,  Herman,  A.M.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Israel, 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
Rothstein,    Leonard    J.,    B.A.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    Gemiluth 

Chassodim,  P.  0.  Box  92,  Alexandria,  La. 
Rubenstein,  C.  A.,  B.L.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation   liar  Sinai, 
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Samfield,  Max,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Children  of  Israel, 
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Singer,  Jacob,  B.A..  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  B'nai  Jeshurun, 
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Solomon,  George,  B.A..  Rabbi,  Congregation  Mickve  Israel,  1516 
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Spiegel,  Adolph,  Ph.D.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Shaari  Zedek  of 
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vision St.,  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 
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Warsaw,    Isidore,    B.A.,    Rabbi,    Congregation    Rodef    Sholom, 
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Weiss,  Harry,  B.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Beth  Israel,  454  New 
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Willner,  Wolff,  B.A.,  M.A.,  Rabbi,  Congregation  Adath  Jeshu- 
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Wise,   Stephen  S.,  B.A.,   Ph.D.,  Rabbi,   The   Free   Synagogue, 
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Witt,  Louis,  B.A.,  Congregation  B'nai  Israel,  1022  W.  6th  St., 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 
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PUBLICATIONS. 

(Books  and  reprints  marked  with  an  asterisk  may  be  obtained 
upon  application  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Rabbi  S. 
Foster,  264  Clinton  Av.,  Newark,  N.  J.) 

Union  Prayer  Book,  Volume  I  and  II. 

Sabbath  Evening  and  Morning  Service. 

Week  Day  Service. 

Service  for  House  of  Mourning. 

Evening  Service  for  Week  Day  and  Sabbath  (For  Field  Sec- 
retary's Use). 

Prayers  for  Private  Devotion. 

Union  Hymnal. 

*Year  Books,  Volumes  I  to  XXII. 
*Index  of  Year  Books. 

The  Union  Haggadah  for  Passover  Eve. 
*Set  of  Holiday  Sermons. 

Sermons  by  American  Rabbis. 

*  Views  on  the  Synod. 

REPRINTS. 

*  Aspects  of  Theology  of  Reformed  Judaism,  by  Prof.  Max.  L. 

Margolis. 

*Rashi,  by  Prof.  M.  Schloessinger. 

*The  Sabbath  Commission,  by  Dr.  J.  Voorsanger. 

*Assyriology  in  the  Bible,  by  Dr.  K.  Kohler. 

*Report  of  Committee  on  Relation  between  Rabbi  and  Congre- 
gation, by  Dr.  D.  Philipson. 

*Funeral  Agenda,  by  Dr.  Joseph  Stolz. 

*Gabriel  Riesser.  by  Prof.  G.  Deutsch. 

*  Samuel  Holdheim,  by  Dr.  David  Philipson. 

*A  Plan  for  Co-operative  Work  in  Collecting  Material  for  En- 
cyclopedic Siudico  :n  Jewish  History  and  Literature  and 
Supplementary  Explanations,  by  Prof.  G.  Deutsch. 
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^Reform  Movement  as  Reflected  in  Neo-Hebraic  Literature,  by 

Rabbi  Max  Raisin. 
::::\Vby  tbe  Bible  Sliould  not  be  Road  in  the  Public  Schools,  by 

Committee  011  Church  and  State. 
*The  Origin  and  Function  of  Ceremonies  in  Judaism,  by  Dr. 

K.  Kohler. 

*Moses  Hayyim  Luzzatto,  by  Rabbi  Isaac  Landman. 
*Sampsoii  Raphael  Hirsch,  by  Rabbi  Max.  Heller. 
*The  Significance  of  the  Bible  for  Reform  Judaism  in  the  Light 

of  Modern  Scientific  Research,  by  Dr.  Julian  Morgenstern. 
*Crescas  and  Spinoza,  by  Prof.  David  Neumark. 
^Religion  and  the  Social  Evil,  by  Dr.  Henry  Berkowitz. 
*The    Reform   Movement    Before    Geiger,    by    Rabbi    Jacob    S. 

Raisin. 

*  Abraham  Geiger,  the  Reformer,  by  Dr.  David  Philipson. 
*The  Liberal  Movement  in  English  Jewry,  by  Mr.  Claude  G. 

Montefiore. 

*Ludwig  Philippson,  by  Rabbi  Jos.  Kornfeld. 
^Leopold  Loew,  by  Rabbi  Julius  Rappaport. 
""Leopold  Stein,  by  Rabbi  Harry  Ettelson. 
*The  Problem  of  Ethical  Instruction  in  the  Public  School,  by 

Rabbi  Tobias  Schanfarber. 
*The  Attitude  of  Judaism  Toward  Christian  Science,  by  Dr. 

Maurice  Lefkovits. 

TRACTS. 

*I.  What  Do  Jews  Believe?  by  Dr.  H.  G.  Enelow. 
*II.  The  Jew  in  America,  by  Dr.  David  Philipson. 

(Those  publications  marked   (*)    may  be  obtained  free  of 
charge  upon  application  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary.) 

TRAVELING  LIBRARY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CHURCH  AND  STATE. 

(Applications  for  the  use  of  this  Library  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Chairman,  Rabbi  Wm.  8.  Friedman,  LL.D.) 

1.  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools,   The — Account  of  the  Minor 

Case  against  the  Cincinnati  Board  of  Education. 

2.  Moral  Education,  by  Edw.  Howard  Griggs. 
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3.  Moral  Instruction  of  Children.  The.  by  Felix  Adler. 

4.  Religious  Freedom  in  American  Education,  by  Jos.  Henry 

Crooke. 

5.  Religious  Liberty  in  the  United  States,  by  Oscar  S.  Straus. 

6.  Roger  Williams,  the  Pioneer  of  Religious  Liberty,  by  Oscar 

S.  Straus. 

7.  Reply  to  Justice  Brewer,  by  Isaac  Hassler. 


THE  BLOCK  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  40  E.  Fourteenth  Street, 
New  York  City,  has  exclusive  charge  of  the  sale  of  the  Publi- 
cations of  the  Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis. 
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